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To Dad 


“The question is," said Humpty Dumpty, 
“which is to be master—that’s all ... [Words 
have] a temper, some of them—particularly 
verbs, they’re the proudest—adjectives you 
can do anything with, but not verbs—how- 
ever, I can manage the whole lot!” 


Lewis Carroll 
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PREFACE 


The present book vvas started in 1982, in Mikhalevo (Russia), and its first 
(Russian) variant was finished in 1989 when it was submitted as a 
second doctoral dissertation to the linguistic department of the Institute 
for Slavic and Balkan studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
(OREL Alb.). At the same time, the typescript was smuggled across the 
border to the United States (as some other works of the present writer) 
but, unfortunately, got lost on way to its destination. I continued my 
work on the historical grammar of Albanian while simultaneously 
writing an etymological dictionary as well: one project fostered the other. 
Until 1996, I had to concentrate on the etymological dictionary which 
eventually saw the light in 1998 (OREL AED). Meanwhile, the English 
text was quickly finished in 1997-1998. The present grammar was used 
as the basis of several courses in the historical grammar of Albanian 
(Institute of Slavic and Balkan Studies, Moscow, 1987 and V.A. Dybo’s 
Nostratic Seminar, 1988) and of a graduate seminar at UCLA in 1999. 

The main objective of the book is to analyze the lexical material of the 
new etymological dictionary (the latter should be used as a data base 
immediately connected with the grammar), and to give a new detailed 
description of the linguistic development from Proto-Indo-European to 
Proto-Albanian to modern Albanian. Different stages of this develop- 
ment were not of equal interest to the writer. The history of the Albanian 
language understood as a description of its evolution from the earliest 
attested monuments (Old Albanian) to its present form remained beyond 
the reach of this study. For that—perfectly legitimate—kind of linguistic 
history of Albanian we will need another book. In my work, I deal with 
the transition from Indo-European to Proto-Albanian and the corre- 
spondences between Proto-Albanian and modern Albanian. Therefore, 
many important features of modern Albanian are not discussed here: they 
are relatively recent and therefore irrelevant for my main task, the 
reconstruction of Proto-Albanian. 

Not all important features of the Proto-Albanian structure can be 
revealed and properly described today. Our knowledge is still very insuf- 
ficient, especially in the field of Proto-Albanian morphology. The study 
of Proto-Albanian syntax remains in its infancy. Hence, there are natural 
limitations to the present work: I give a relatively full description of 
historical phonetics but the third chapter of the book («Morphology») is 
only a very brief and incomplete sketch, in particular, as far as the 
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Proto-Albanian verb is concerned. Two central notions of my work are 
Proto-Indo-European and Proto-Albanian. As far as Proto-Indo-European 
is concerned, its definitions or descriptions are beyond the scope of this 
work. The phonetic and morphological reconstruction of Proto- 
Indo-European used here delineates a late stage in the development of 
the language, a stage in which certain areal changes have already 
occurred, such as the loss of Indo-Europen laryngeals. Proto-Albanian is 
viewed as a language already possessing several features typical of the 
Albanian linguistic type. We reconstruct it in two forms: Early 
Proto-Albanian—immediately before the beginning of linguistic contacts 
with speakers of Latin/Proto-Romance (lst century CE), and Late 
Proto-Albanian—following the contacts with Proto-Romance and 
ancient Slavic dialects still close to Proto-Slavic (6th-7th centuries CE). 
Major changes shattered the structure of Proto-Albanian during this short 
but eventful period. 

The work is based on the results of my own research (including the 
data of the Albanian Etymological Dictionary and numerous papers on 
the reconstruction of Proto-Albanian) as well as existing literature, in- 
cluding studies by such outstanding students of Albanian from its 
Indo-European perspective as MEYER, PEDERSEN, JOKL, ÇABEJ, and 
HAMP. In many cases, the book suggests new solutions for complicated 
problems of Albanian historical phonetics, and sometimes proposes revi- 
sions of my earlier studies. An attentive reader will easily notice them, 
especially if the literature I have adduced has been properly studied. 
However, references are very far from being complete; the reader should 
consult my etymological dictionary for more infromation. 

The book contains four chapters—«Phonetics», «Morphonology and 
word-formation», «Morphology» and «Vocabulary». My knowledge of 
the Proto-Albanian syntax is so insufficient that a separate chapter on the 
subject would be totally irrelevant. Inside each chapter, the text is 
divided into sections and paragraphs. The beginning paragraph of every 
section (its number always ending in zero) includes a brief list of 
relevant literature, some of it—with very short summaries. The book 
concludes with an index of Albanian forms. 

Whenever Tosk and Geg forms coincide, one Albanian form is 
quoted. If there are phonetic differences between Tosk and Geg, two 
forms are adduced separated by a tilda, with the Tosk form coming first, 
e.g. lërë ~ lanë. If the word only exists in Tosk or in Geg, it is marked 
correspondingly. Forms from the various Indo-European daughter 
languages are given according to their traditional transliterations. The 
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same applies to Proto-Indo-European reconstruction. As the reader will 
notice, I tend to use what could be labelled as «late» or «Brugmannian» 
Indo-European. Such a reconstruction does not take into account the 
comparative evidence provided by Hittite and Tocharian. Albanian is a 
product of this «late Indo-European» and it seemed counterproductive to 
make our reconstruction deeper than really necessary. I use three types of 
arrows in the text in order to distinguish between historical development, 
borrowing and morphological derivation. I do not have any illusions as 
to the future of this little innovation—it won't be taken up. However, I 
want to give it a try. Usual arrows » « are reserved for historical change 
as they are normally used today. Thus, *€ o means the development of 
fë in time. Arrows >© are used to describe the act of borrowing. The 
formula ferrae motum > tërmet deals with loanwords. Finally, arrows 
>< appear in my description of word-formation. They indicate «derived 
from», e.g. bir > birth. 

While working on the book, I was able to use the excellent facilities of 
the Greek-Slavonic Annexe of the Taylor Institute (Oxford), McMaster 
University Library (Hamilton, Ontario) and the Hebrew University 
Libraries (Jerusalem). I am indebted to all the above institutions as well 
as to my former university (Bar-Ilan University in Ramat-Gan) for their 
support of my research. I am also grateful to the Egged Bus Co-operative 
(Israel) in whose buses and coaches I wrote substantial parts of this 
work. 

I want to express my gratitude to several people whose combination of 
advice, help and fierce criticism were important at various stages of my 
research in the field of the historical grammar of Albanian during the last 
seventeen years: Clirim Bidollari (Tirana), Vladimir Dybo (Moscow), D. 
Ellis Evans (Oxford), John Greppin (Cleveland), Viacheslav Ivanov (Los 
Angeles), Irina Kaluzskaia (Moscow), Evgenii Khelimski (Moscow), 
Alexander Rusakov (St. Petersburg), Vitaly Shevoroshkin (Ann Arbor), 
Vladimir Toporov (Moscow), Brent Vine (Los Angeles), Charles Xu 
(Calgary) and Andrei Zalizniak (Moscow). I am also grateful to Susan 
Rothstein and Adam Wyner of Bar-Ilan University (Ramat-Gan). Some 
of my advisors and friends have passed away. My gratitude to Leonid 
Gindin (Moscow) is mixed with the bitter taste of remembrance. 

I am particularly indebted to my friend Jay Friedman (Los Angeles) 
who has edited the whole text (but not this sentence) and encouraged me 
to make numerous important changes in it. 

Calgary, Alberta 
November 30, 1999 
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ABBREVIATIONS FOR LANGUAGES AND DIALECTS 


Afgh — Afghan 

Alb — Albanian 

Anat — Anatolian 
Arm — Armenian 

Att — Attic 

Av — Avestan 

Balt — Baltic 

Bret — Breton 

Bulg — Bulgarian 
Corn — Cornish 

Dac — Dacian 

Dor — Doric 

E — English 

EPA — Early Proto-Albanian 
Fr — French 

G - German 

Gk — Greek 

Gmc - Germanic 
Goth — Gothic 

Hitt — Hittite 

Hom - Homeric 

IE — Indo-European 
Illyr — Illyrian 

Ion - Ionic 

Iran — Iranian 

Ir — Irish 

Lat — Latin 

Latv — Latvian 

Lith — Lithuanian 
LPA — Late Proto-Albanian 
Lyd — Lydian 

Mu — Middle Dutch 
Mess — Messapic 
MGk — Middle Greek 
MIr — Middle Irish 
MLG — Middle Low German 
MW — Middle Welsh 
NIr — Modern Irish 
OAlb — Old Albanian 
OCorn — Old Cornish 
OE - Old English 
OFris — Old Frisian 
OHG — Old High German 
OIr — Old Irish 

OLat — Old Latin 


XXII ABBREVIATIONS 


ON - Old Norse 
OPers — Old Persian 
OPrus - Old Prussian 
OS - Old Saxon 

Osc - Oscan 

Osset — Ossetic 
Phryg - Phrygian 
Rom — Romance 
Rum - Rumanian 
SCr — Serbo-Croatian 
Scyth — Scythian 

Skt — Sanskrit 

Slav — Slavic 

Thrac — Thracian 
Toch — Tocharian 
Umbr — Umbrian 

W — Welsh 


1. PHONOLOGY 


1.1. Vovvels 


1.1.0. Indo-European vocalism (as it can be reconstructed after the 
loss of laryngeals) was relatively well preserved in Early Proto- 
Albanian. However, its evolution from Early Proto-Albanian to Late 
Proto-Albanian and, then, to Albanian is quite complicated. Numerous 
phonological changes obscure many details. 


1.1.1. Short vowels 


1.1.1.0. The system of short vowels experienced two major transfor- 
mations: the merger of IE *a, *o, and (in some phonological contexts) 
fo at the Early Proto-Albanian level and, later, complex phonological 
changes of *e. 


Literature: MEYER A/b. St. II 83-87; MANN Language XXVI 
379-388, XXVIII 35, Hist. Gr. 27; BARIC Ist. 25 (“e > i in mish); 
PISANI Saggi 100; HAMP KZ LXXXIV 140-141 (conditions of the 
diphthongization of *e); GEORGIEV Trakite 204-205 (Albanian-Dacian 
parallel in the development of *e); ÇABEJ St. III 112-113; OREL SBja 
Kontakty 145-152. 


1.1.1.1. IE *a was preserved as EPA “ax Alb a. EPA “a changes to 
Alb e under the influence of various phonetic or morphonological 
factors. 


acar ‘sharp’ < EPA "atsara < IE *ak- id. (Olr aiche ‘sharp’, Gk 
akpov “point, top’, Lith asrës ‘sharp’, Slav *ostr» id.). 

ashké ‘wood splinter’ < EPA a(k)ska < IE *aks- ‘axis’ (Skt dksa-, 
Gk dcov, Lat axis). 

bathé ‘broad bean’ < EPA *batsa: Gk born ‘dish of lentils’, pakoc 
‘lentil’. 

dhallë ‘buttermilk’ < EPA *dzala: Gk yo id. 

elb ‘barley’ < EPA “albi: Gk okt. 

Kap ‘to seize, to grasp’ < EPA “kapa < IE*kap- ‘to seize’ (Gk 
KATTTOJ “to snap’, Lat capio ‘to seize, to take’, Goth haban “to 
hold, to have’). 

keq ‘bad, evil’ < EPA *kakja. Gk kakoc id. 
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maj ~ maj ‘to feed, to fatten’ < EPA *mazdnja < IE “mazd- 
‘feeding’ (OHG mast, Skt médas- ‘fat, marrow’). 


1.1.1.2. IE *o yielded EPA “a. The latter reflects as Alb a, but raises to 
Alb ein certain phonetic conditions (see 2.2.3). EPA "a appears as ë- â 
before nasal consonants. 


derr ‘pig’ < EPA *darja < IE *Shorios id. (Gk xoipoc). 

gjë ~ gjë ‘thing’ < EPA *san(s) < IE*sont-s ‘being’ (Skt sant-, Gk 
OV). 

mardhé ‘chill, frost, ice’ < EPA “mardza: Slav *morzz ‘frost’. 

natë ‘night’ < EPA “nakti- corresponding to IE *noK"t- id. (Skt 
nákt-, Gk vuk, Lat nox). 

nesër ‘tomorrow’ < EPA “natsor < IE* noK'tior (W neithiwr, 
neithwyr “last night’, Bret neizer, neizür id.). 

pa ‘without, before, then’ < EPA “apa reflecting IE “apo (Skt dpa 
‘away, off’, Gk ato ‘from’, Goth af ‘from, without, before, 
then’). 


1.1.1.3. IE “9 gave similar reflexes, i.e. EPA “a later becoming a 
source of Alb a or, in specifically defined conditions (2.2.3), becoming 
Alb eor & 


flak ‘to throw, to fling’ < EPA *awa-/aka, zero-grade of IE */ek- ~ 
*Jok- to bend, to jump’ (MHG /ecken ‘to throw back, to spring’, 
Lith /ekiu, lëkti ‘to fly’, Latv /ékt ‘to spring, to jump’). 

kem ‘incense’ < EPA *kapna, zero-grade of IE *kuép- (Gk Kattvoc 
‘smoke’ ). 

leh ~ lef ‘to bark’ < EPA Zar Skt rayati id., Lith /óju, loti id., Slav 
“lajati. 

mas ‘to measure’ < EPA “matja < IE *mo-t-0, denominative of “më- 
id. (Skt mimati, Toch A me-). 

rrah ‘to beat, to strike’ « EPA *wragska, zero-grade of IE *uragh- 
id. (Gk pacoco). 

shtazë ~ shtázé ‘animal’ based on EPA “*stana, from IE *stano- < 
IE *st(h)a- “to stand”. 

tallé ‘peeled corn-cob; corn-straw' < EPA “fala, zero-grade related 
to Gk mc ‘fenugreek’, Lith aró/as ‘first grass emerging after 
haymowing'. 


PHONOLOGY 3 


It may be suspected that differently colored laryngeals (or schwa) could 
yield different reflexes in Proto-Albanian. Indeed, vve find at least one 
case where the reflex seems to be EPA “e continuing a “palatal” 
laryngeal in a zero-grade form of IE *dhé(1)- « *dheHi- 


djalë ‘boy, youth’ < EPA “dela < IE“dhër- ‘to suck’ (Latv dels 
‘son’, Lat Giedi 


1.1.1.4. However, in some other cases IE “9 is lost in Albanian. It 
seems probable that "schwa" is lost whenever it follows a stressed 
syllable as demonstrated by the following two examples: 


baltë ‘swamp, marsh, dirt, earth’ < EPA “balta < IE *bhólotom id. 
(Slav *bolto, cf. Lith baltas ‘white’ ). 
bardhë ‘white’ < EPA *bardza< *bhorago- ‘shining’ (Skt bharga). 


1.1.1.5. IE *e was preserved unchanged in Early Proto-Albanian. 
However, later it underwent complicated transformations. The 
development of EPA *e was mainly directed at diphthongization. This 
change, however, did not occur in certain conditions and it is not quite 
clear whether there existed filters preventing diphthongization or, 
rather, that the process took place everywhere and then was reversed in 
certain phonetic contexts. In the present grammar, I prefer the latter 
solution but alternative options should be taken into consideration as 
well. 


1.1.1.6. EPA “e yielded “Je (~ *fe) in Late Proto-Albanian: 


bie “to bring’ < EPA “berja « IE*bher- ‘to bring, to carry’ (Skt 
bhárati, Gk pepco, Lat ferð). 

dje ‘yesterday’ < EPA “de: Skt hyasid., Gk x@éc id., Lat. Aer id. 

dhjes “to defecate’ < EPA *dzetsa < IE “Shed- id. (Skt hadati, Gk 
xéCoo). ` 

mjekër ‘chin, beard’ < EPA *smekra < IE*smekru- id. (Hitt 
zamankur- ‘beard’, Skt smasru- id., Arm mawrowk id., Lith 
smëkras ‘chin’ ). 

sjell ‘to bring’ < EPA *tsela < IE *k*el- (Skt cdrati “to move, to 
walk’, Gk TéAc ‘to come into existence, to become’, Lat colë 
‘to cultivate, to till’). 
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vjerr ‘to hang’ < EPA *wera < IE *(s)uer- (Gk qeipoo ‘to raise up’, 
Lith veriu, vérti ‘to weigh’, sveriu, sverti ‘to open, to thread"). 
vjet ‘year’ < EPA *weta < IE zuer id. (Hitt yitt-, Gk ËTOG). 


It is unknown under what conditions the resulting diphthongs appear as 
1e or je. No complementary distribution can be established insofar as we 
have diell ‘sun’ vs. djeg ‘to burn’, pjell ‘to beget, to produce, to bear’ 
and bie vs. dje ‘yesterday’ and bjerr “to lose’. Quite probably, this dif- 
ferentiation goes back to relatively recent dialectal variations, later 
unified and lexicalized in modern Albanian. 


1.1.1.7. In numerous words the new diphthong "e yielded ja instead of 
Je. In a few cases, it can be demonstrated that this change took place 
before “7of the next syllable as shown by the following examples: 


djathë ‘cheese’ < EPA “dedr. Skt dadhi ‘sour milk’ (but cf. OPrus 
dadan ‘milk’ ). 

Jam ‘Tam’ < EPA *esmi< IE “esmiid. (Skt asmi, Gk eiut). 

mjaltë ‘honey’ < EPA “melita < IE *melit- id. (Hitt milit, Gk LENI, 
Goth mui/ip id.). 


Albanian ja is simplified to a after 97 


gjalpë *butter' « EPA “selpi-: Skt sarpis- “clarified butter' (but cf. 
Gk àros’ Zoo, otéap, evënvia (Hes), OHG salba 
‘ointment’ ). 

gjashtë ‘six’ < EPA “seksti-, derivationally close to Skt sasti- ‘six 
tens’. 


1.1.1.8. LPA “je ~ “fa lost its first element before “dz, “ts, “nd, “nt, 
“mb. This rule is corroborated by the follovving examples: 


bredh “to jump, to spring’? < *bredza< EPA *breda: Slav “bredo, 
*bresti ‘to wade, to ford’, Lith brendu, bristiid. 

brenda ‘inside’ < EPA *(en) per en ta < Indo-European sequence of 
enclytics *en per en tod. 

çandër ‘prop, support’ < EPA "stsentra < IE *kentrom (Gk këvtpov 
‘goad, spur’). 

dend ‘to stuff" < EPA *(en)tenda < IE“tend- (Skt tandate ‘to 
weaken’, Lat fendo ‘to stretch’). 
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dredh ‘to turn, to rotate’ < EPA *dredza < IE “dregh- (Arm darnam 
‘to turn’). 

dhemb ‘to ache’ < EPA *dzemba < IE*gembh- (Skt jambhate “to 
snap at’, Lith Zembiü, Zerfibti ‘to cut’, Slav *zebo, *zebti ‘to 
freeze, to feel cold’). 

lend ‘acorn’ < EPA */enta < IE */ent- ‘linse’ (Lat /ens, lentis, OHG 
inst, Slav *letja). 

mbledh “to gather, to collect < EPA *ambi-ledza < IE *Je$- (Gk 
Aéyco id., Lat /ego ‘to read, “to gather’). 

tremb ‘to frighten’ < LPA *tremba< EPA *trema < IE *trem- (Toch 
A tërm- ‘to get angry’, Gk Tpépæ% ‘to tremble (of fear)’, Lat 
tremoid.). 


This material is opposed to forms vvith Proto-Albanian clusters, usually 
beginning with liquids— “in, *rd, *rg, “rdz, *rk, *rm, *rn, retaining 
LPA “te - “Ja. 


djerr ‘to destroy’ < EPA “derna < IE “der- (Skt drnati ‘to burst, to 
tear’, Gk ép% ‘to skin’, Goth gatairan ‘to tear’). 

jerm ‘delirium, absent-mindedness’ < EPA*erma: Lith efmas 
“monster”, Latv erms ‘wonderful apparition’. 

pjell ‘to beget, to produce, to bear’ < EPA *pelna, to Lat pello “to 
drive, to push’. 

pjerdh “to far? < EPA*perda < IE*perd- id. (Skt pardate, Gk 
mepëonat, OHG ferzan, Lith përdëiu, përsti). 

tjerr “to spin’ < EPA "ferka < IE “terk”- “to turn’ (Toch B ¢ark-, Lat 
torqueo). 

zvjerdh “to wean’ < EPA “-verdza: Lith verziu, vefzti ‘to lace, to 
tie”, Latv verzt ‘to turn’, Slav *verzti ‘to bind”. 

jargë ‘spit, phlegm’ < EPA *erga: Av arazant- ‘bad’, OHG arg ‘bad, 
evil’, Lith arZüs ‘lusty’. 


LPA "7e — *jais also preserved before the clusters, which tend to begin 
with velars: 


djathtë ‘right’ < EPA *detsa < IE“deks- id. (Skt déksina-, Gk 
dek1oc, Lat dexter). 
jashtë ‘outside’ < EPA *e(k)sti, to IE *egh-s ‘out’? (Gk SË, Lat ex). 
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mjekër ‘chin, beard’ < EPA *smekra < IE “smekru- id. (Hitt 
zamankur- ‘beard’, Skt smasru- id., Arm mawrowk id., Lith 
smëkras ‘chin’ ). 


1.1.1.9. Ata later stage, the first element of the diphthong was lost after 
affricates c, c, palatals gj, q and liquids 1, r (but after the latter only if it 
is the second element of a cluster). This can be observed in the fol- 
lowing examples (some of them have already been adduced in 1.1.1.8): 


cermé ‘cold, cool’. 

çaj ‘to split, to cleave’, çalë ‘lame’, çandër ‘prop, support’, cap “to 
chew’, cars “to destroy, to spoil’, çel ‘to open’, çem ‘to bring to 
light, to disclose’. 

gjalpë ‘butter’, gjarpër ‘snake’, gjashtë ‘six’, gjeth ‘foliage, green 
leaves’. 

qas “to approach’, qell ‘to halt, to hold up, to carry’, qep ‘to sew 
(together), to seize’, shgarr ‘marten’, shqerr “to tear (cloth)’. 

fle ‘to sleep’, fleté ‘wing, leaf’, lend ‘acorn’, mbledh ‘to gather, to 
collect’. 

bredh ‘fir-tree’, bredh ‘jump, spring’, brenda ‘inside’, dredh “to 
turn, to rotate’, kreh ‘to comb’, shtrek ‘corpse, carrion’, tremba 
‘to frighten’. 


There is one exception to this distribution: çjerr ‘to tear up’. 


1.1.1.10. In a few cases, LPA *je~ *ja loses its first element despite the 
rules described in 1.1.1.8-9. Thus, in bart ‘enclosure (especially, for 
milking)’ we find a that can be only explained from earlier “sa if thark 
is to be derived from thur as suggested in AED, s.v. Therefore it could 
be necessary to revise this etymology and to return to another 
interpretation (MEYER A/D. St. III 39: from IE “Kuorkos). The form esh 
‘hedgehog’ is even more difficult in view of widely attested initial *e- in 
Indo-European, cf. Gk £Xivoc id., OHG zgrlid., Lith eZys id., Slav “ez: 
id. The same is true of me ‘with’ < EPA *me(t) etymologically 
connected with Goth mu id., Gk uéra “in the middle, between’. Even 
more complicated is the case of ferrë ‘thorn, thorny bush’ which is 
compared with forms displaying a less clear root vowel, cf. ON spjor as 
opposed to Lat sparus “short spear”. 
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1.1.1.11. In a few words, 7 seems to reflect original “e > "7e In vit 
‘year’, 1 belonged originally to the form of plural. The paradigm of this 
noun displayed an alternation of sg. “7e ~ pl. “7 and was later restruc- 
tured under the influence of paradigmatic analogies. Thus, sg. vit is a 
secondary formation replacing older vjet. Etymologically related vic 
has its 7 of the same origin. In 27 “black”, the vowel results from the 
contraction of earlier *zéi< EPA *dZedija « *g’ediios. As to the rin ith 
‘behind’, its vowel makes it fairly close to Slavic ("7sz) and Baltic 
(OPrus zs, Lith is, ELatv 12). 


At the same time, a rather infrequent change of “e to 7 is attested. This 
process took place before *m followed by a sibilant or an affricate. Its 
early date is corroborated by the fact that the sibilant follovving 
emerging “7 was subject to the “ruki” rule. The following examples can 
illustrate this phonetic development: 


gjithë, gjidhë ‘al’? < EPA *semdza < IE *sem-gho- ‘one’ (Arm ez « 
*sem-£ho-). 

mish ‘flesh, meat? < EPA “memsa < IE *memso- id. (Skt mamsa 
‘flesh, meat’, Arm mis, Goth mimz, Slav *meso). 


For the early chronology of the above shift, it is important to take into 
account a different change in Latin loanwords with a similar cluster 
(where, however, the source vowel was long): 


peshë ‘weight; stone, boulder’ © Lat pensum id. 


1.1.1.12. Short IE "7 yields EPA */> Alb jas shown by several attested 
examples: 


bind “to convince, to persuade' « EPA “binda, a nasal present based 
on IE *bheidh- “to persuade, to force”. 

dhi 'she-goat' < EPA “aidzija: Gk ai€ id., Arm ayc id. 

gji “breast, chest « EPA “sina: Lat sinus 'curve, fold'. 

hi ‘ash’ < EPA *skina: Lat cinis ‘dust’. 

Zi “black” (see 1.1.1.11). 

mbi “on, upon’ < EPA "ambi « IE *ambhi (Gk audi ‘about, around’, 
Goth br, Olr imm- < Celt *mbi). 
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1.1.1.13. Short IE “u remained unchanged in EPA *u > Alb u as 
coroborated by the follovving examples: 


butë’ soft, smooth’ < EPA “bugta < IE *bhugh- (NIr bog ‘soft’, Arm 
bowtblunt’). 

buzë ‘lip, end, edge, bank, stitch, rock” < EPA *budja: Lith budë 
‘tree-fungus, tinder, whet-stone'. 

dru ‘tree; wood’ < EPA *druwa < IE *dru- id. (Slav *drevo ‘wood’, 
Skt dru-id., Av dru- id., Gk 5puc ‘tree, oak’). 

gjumë ‘sleep’ < EPA *supna « IE *sup-no- (Gk vrvoc ‘sleep’, Slav 
*spnb id.). 

hu ~ hi ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA “skuna: Slav Zum 
“penis” < *skoulos. 

sutë ‘female deer, doe’ < EPA "tsukta ‘horned animal < IE *kuk- 
(Lith stkos ‘comb’, stiké ‘crock’, suketas ‘dented, chipped’). 


1.1.2. Long vowels 


1.1.2.0. The history of long vocalism in Proto-Albanian includes the 
merger of IE “7 and “ë, as well as the diphthongization and palatali- 
zation of rounded vowels at a later stage. 


Literature: PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI 282 (distribution of y// < *ü); 
WEIGAND Gr. 5; LOWMANN Language VIII 285-287 (tertiary 
opposition in length in Geg); MANN Language XXVI 379-388, Hist. 
Gr. 28; POLAK SCL XI/3 661-668 (combinatorial mechanisms of Geg 
lengthening); ÇABEJ BUSAT XIII/3 71-88 (chronology of *a7 > *ij), 
StF VII/2 77-79 (Geg lengths as continuants of Indo-European long 
vowels), Probl. hist. 136-140, St. III 113-114; Dobi CIEB 265-275 
(Geg lengths). 


1.1.2.1. IE “4 was preserved in EPA “4. Later it was labialized and 
changed to LPA “ë and then, to Alb o. 


ftoh ~ ftof “to cool, to make cold’ < EPA *awa-taja < IE *ta- ‘to 
melt’ (Slav *tajo, *tajati, Osset tajyn id.). 

kollë ‘cough’ < EPA *kasla < IE *k“as-/- id. (Slav *kasis, Lith 
kosulys). 

motër ‘sister’ < EPA “mater < IE *mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 

ploje ‘slaughter, carnage’ < *ploe< EPA “plaga: Gk ken ‘blow’, 
Lat plaga ‘blow, slaughter’. 
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shkop ‘stick, cane’ < EPA *skapa: Gk ok&moc: KAadoc, Lat scapus 
‘shaft, stem’, OHG skaft ‘shaft, spear’. 

Shtoj ‘to increase’ < EPA *stanja < IE *sta- (Skt tisthati “to stand’, 
Ok rm ‘to put’, Lat sto ‘to stand’, OHG stan id., Lith stóju, 
stotiid., Slav “stojo, “stojati id.). 


1.1.2.2. As is clear from the attested development of IE “ë in the 
position before clusters in “7, Early Proto-Albanian still differentiated 
between IE “2 and IE ze Thus, we have to reconstruct EPA Ze 
However, at later stages it changed to 4 LPA "à and merged with IE “2 
> EPA “2. As discussed above, the latter developed into LPA *4 and 
eventually to Alb o. The evolution of IE “ë to o can be corroborated by 
numerous examples: 


boj ‘to drive, to mate” < EPA “bagnja < IE*bheg- with a 
lengthening similar to Lith bégti ‘to run’, Latv dëgr id. 

lodh ‘to tire, to weary’ < EPA "/ada < IE "/ed- (Goth /etan ‘to let’, 
Gk An&&iv: korri&v, KEKLNKEVAT). 

mos ‘not’ (prohibitive) < EPA "mats < IE *me De ‘and not’ (Gk 
uc, 

ngroh ‘to warm’ < EPA *en-graja. Slav *gréjo, “erëti id. 

plotë ‘ful? < EPA "plata < IE*ple-to- ‘ful? (Skt pratá-, Lat com- 
plëtus). 

thom ‘to say’ < EPA *tsansmi < IE *kens- (OPers Gatiy “to say, to 
speak’, Lat censeo ‘to assess, to value’). 


1.1.2.3. IE *o was preserved as such in LPA “6. At a later stage, in the 
end of the Late Proto-Albanian period, it was diphthongized and 
resulted in LPA “ze. This process was structurally parallel to, but not 
simultaneous with the diphthongization of “7 that must have happened 
later if we can rely on the data of Latin loanwords (see 1.1.2.5). Then, 
LPA “ze turned into *% and finally into Alb e. 


blertë ‘green’ < EPA*blora < IE *bhloros (Lat florus ‘shining, 
bright’, Olr blár ‘gray’, W blawr id.). 

hell ‘spear, spit’ < EPA “skola: Gk oxadioc ‘pointed stake, thorn’. 

kredh ‘to plunge, to immerse, to steep, to smother, to bespatter’ < 
EPA kroda. Slav *krado, “krasti ‘to steal’, refl. “krado se, 
“krasti se ‘to sneak, to steal up, to approach unnoticed’. 
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ngjesh ‘to gird’ < EPA *en-jasa < IE *jOs- (Av yaphaiieiti id., Gk 
Cedvvuut id., Lith jvostiid., Slav “jasati ‘to tear clothes’). 

mehem “to fail < EPA “moja: OHG muoan ‘to work diligently’, 
Slav “majati ‘to work slowly’. 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA *akt0(ti) < IE *oKto(u) ‘eight’ (Skt asta, Arm owt, 
Gk OKTOI). 

tres ‘to melt, to loosen, to dissolve’ < EPA *trotja: Slav “tratjo, 
*tratiti “to spend, to waste’. 


In the beginning of the word, LPA “ue was preserved in Alb ve- as in 
the word for ‘ear’ where a diphthong with a long first element is treated 
like a corresponding long vowel (see 1.1.3.8): 


veshé « LPA “uesa « EPA “ousa, close to Gk càc id. 


1.1.2.4. IE *7 did not change in Early Proto-Albanian and was later 
preserved as LPA “sand Alb 7 


di ‘to know’ < EPA “dija, zero-grade of IE “dhero- “to see’ (Skt 
dhyati, dhyayati ‘to observe, to feel, to think”, Av da(y)- ‘to 
see”). 

dikë ‘desire, lust’ < EPA “dika, substantivized adjective related to 
Lith dykas ‘idle, empty’, Slav “dika ‘wild’. 

ditë ‘day’ < EPA “dita: Gmc *ftidiz ‘time’ (OHG zit, OE tid) and 
Skt diti ‘brightness, splendor’. 

hije, he ‘shadow’ < EPA *ksija < IE *sKai- ~ *ski- id. (Skt chayë, 
Gk oa). 

hirrë ‘whey’ < EPA *ksira: Skt Ksira- ‘milk’, Osset @xsir id. 

pi ‘to drink, to suck < EPA “pija < IE “po(1)- ~ *pi- ‘to drink’ (Skt 
pati ‘to drink’, Gk trivco, Lat bibo). 


1.1.2.5. IE 2 was preserved as EPA " but later diphthongized to LPA 
“ui similar to LPA “ze « “6. This development is proved indirectly by 
the similar evolution of groups including “-u7- and also, directly, by Old 
Albanian spelling ur. Eventually, “zi changed to Tosk y ~ Geg y [ii] or, 
more often, Geg 7. Cf. several examples below: 


Hyj to blow’ < EPA "*sprügnja: Lith sprügstu, sprügti “to escape, 
to get out’, Slav *prygati ‘to jump, to spring’. 
gjysh ‘grandfather’ < EPA *süsa: Skt sisë ‘progenitor’. 
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ngrydh ‘to work up, to foment, to ferment’ < EPA "en-krüda: Lith 
arüZiu, grüsti ‘to stamp, to punch’, Latv grûstid. 

rys ‘to practise, to exercise’ < EPA "rütja < IE*reua- : *rü- (Lat 
ruo “to rush down, to fall down’, Slav *ryti ‘to dig’, Lith rauti 
“to tear, to pull’). 

trys “to press, to compress, to squeeze’ < EPA "rrütja < IE *treu- ~ 
*frii- (Gk TPUCI ‘to wear out, to exhaust’, Lith tani, trünéti 
‘to rot, to go foul’). 


1.1.2.6. In auslaut (sometimes formed by the early loss of final *-s in 
Proto-Albanian), the first element of the diphthong disappeared and 
LPA “ur yielded Alb 7: 
mi ‘mouse’ < EPA *mü(s) < IE “mis id. (Skt mifs-, Gk uuc, Lat 
mūs). 
ti ‘thov’ < EPA “të continuing IE “ti id. (Av tū, Gk oú, Lat tū, Olr 
tu). 
thi ‘pig’ < EPA *ftsii(s) (with dissimilation of sibilants) < IE *süs id. 
(Gk tc, Lat sis, OHG sū). 


1.1.2.7. The glide of LPA “zi vvas also lost after a labial: 


bimë ‘plant’ < EPA “bima < IE *bhümo- ( Gk $upo id.). 

bisht ‘tail’ < EPA *büsta, derivative of IE *bhü- ‘to grow’. 

mbij ‘to thrive, to grow, to shoot’ < EPA "en-bünja < IE *bhü- ‘to 
grow’. 

mizë ‘fly’ based on EPA “mija: ON my id., Gk puta id., Lat musca 
id. 


or before it: 


kripë ‘salt < EPA “kripa < IE*kreup- (ON Arufa ‘scab’, Lith 
kraupus ‘rough’, kraupis ‘scab’, Latv kradpis ‘frail, brittle’, 
Slav *krupa ‘groats’). 

qipi ‘stack’, derived from EPA *kipa: OPers kaufa- ‘mountain’, 
OHG Aufo ‘heap’, OE heap id. 


The case of mizë, however, can also illustrate another phonetic context 
in which LPA Zur changed to 7. This development took place before “7 
and “ras in the following words: 
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drinjë 'brushwood' < EPA *drünja, derivative of IE *dreu- ‘tree’. 

plish “kind of reed, Phragmites communis’ < EPA "p/üsi- Lith 
pl(@isis ‘reed’. 

shi ‘rain’ < EPA "*süja (with dissimilation) < IE*si- id. (Gk VET, 
Toch A swase, Toch B swese ‘rain’, sū- ‘to rain’, OPrus suge 
‘rain’ = [sije]). 


1.1.3. Diphthongs 


1.1.3.0. The system of Indo-European diphthongs was fully preserved 
in Early Proto-Albanian but later was totally reorganized and eventually 
destroyed at the Late Proto-Albanian stage. Diphthongs in “-7 changed 
to front monophthongs while all diphthongs *-y lost their glide. 


Literature: MEYER A/b. St. III 89-90; PEKMEZI 23 (EPA "au > ei 
MEYER, BRUGMANN JL 42 (IE *eu e), MANN Language XXVI 387- 
388, Hist. Gr. 28-29, ANTKOWSKI 40-43; PISANI Saggi 99-100 (EPA 
tal > a); ÇABEJ StF VII/2 80-82 (same as PISANI), St. III 121; HAMP 
Etimologija 1970 263-264 (loss of the second element in long 
diphthongs); GEORGIEV Trakite 116-117 (Dacian-Albanian parallelism 
in the development of "au > a), 208 (reflexes of EPA “aj depending on 
the position of stress). 


1.1.3.1. The rare Indo-European diphthong *a/ was preserved in Early 
Proto-Albanian but later yielded Alb e as shown by the following 
examples: 


edh ‘he-goat’ < EPA “aidza: Gk alë ‘goat’, Arm ayc id. 
ethe ‘fever’ based on EPA “aida < IE *aidhos (Skt edhas- ‘firewood, 
fuel’, Gk ai8oc fire”). 


1.1.3.2. IE “oicoincided in EPA “az with IE “ar. It results in Alb e 


be ‘oath’ < EPA *baida: Slav *béda ‘disaster’, Lat foedus ‘league, 
treaty’. 

ledh ‘mud, alluvium, clay; wall, earth mound; river-mouth, balk’ < 
EPA */aida: OPrus /aydis ‘clay’. 

lesh ‘wool, fleece, hair” < EPA */aisa: the Balto-Slavic word for 
‘foliage’: Lith /aiskas ‘leaf’, Latv /aiska ‘leaf on a linen stalk; 
stalk’, Slav "st ‘leaf’. 
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qetë (jagged) rock’ < EPA “Klaita < IE“Kloitos (W clud ‘heap’, 
Lith 3/aitas ‘slope’ ). 

shteg ‘path, road’ < EPA *staiga < IE *stoigho- ‘way’ (Gk oTOIXOG 
‘row, line’, Goth staiga ‘way’, Latv staiga ‘walking’ ). 

verë ‘wine’ < EPA *waind cognate with Gk oivn “vine”, oivoc 
‘wine’, Lat vinum ‘wine’, Arm gini id. 


1.1.3.3. IE “ej yielded EPA Zei that changed to LPA */> Alb z 


cité full, brim-fulP < EPA “*tseita < IE*k*ejatos (Slav “dito 
‘whole’, Lit kretas “hard”). 

dimër ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena < IE *éheimen- id. (Skt héman 
endingless loc. “in winter’, Gk xéipa “vvinter” ). 

hime ‘bran’ < EPA *skeidma < JE*skeid-men- (Lith skiemud 
‘opening used to insert the shuttle’). 

Iké] “to go away, to run away’ < EPA “eika close to Lith eik, eiki 
“gol” (with the imperative suffix of Balto-Slavic rather than 
Finno-Ugric origin). 

Hilë “small iron ring, loop-ring, link’ < EPA Zei? Lith Jefas ‘thin, 
supple, flexible’. 


1.1.3.4. As far as we can judge, long diphthongs in *-/ lost their last 
element and were treated as usual long vowels. There is only one 
reliable example: 


rroj ‘to live, to stay’ < EPA “Tanja < IE *rer- (Lith rou, roti “to 
cope, to be ready’, r/eti “to stack (wood)’). 


1.1.3.5. Rare IE “an was preserved as EPA "au, but the diphthong lost 
its glide and turned into LPA *a > Alb a (or e under certain phonetic 
conditions). Cf. the following cases: 


ag ‘twilight, dusk’ < EPA žauga < IE *aug- (Gk avyn ‘ray of light’). 

thaj ‘to dry’ < EPA *sausnja < IE*sauso- ‘dry’ (Gk avoc, MHG 
sor, Lith saiisas, Slav *suxs). 

err ‘darkness’ < EPA “ausra: Lith ausra ‘dawn’, Gk &coc id. 

lerë ‘dirt, mud’ < EPA */aura: Lith /aáré ‘dirty person’. 

mbath ‘to put on (shoes) < EPA *amb(i)-autsa < IE *au- « *HeuH- 
id. (Arm aganim “to put on (clothes)’, Lith aunt, aütr Slav 
futi). 
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1.1.3.6. IE “ou merged with “az in Early Proto-Albanian. Its further 
development was the same as in 1.1.3.5: 


dash ‘ram’ < EPA *dausa < IE*dhouso- ~ *dheuso- (Goth dius 
‘wild animal’, Lith pl. daásos ‘paradise’, Slav *duxs ‘breath, 
spirit"). 

ger ‘squirrel’ (*‘furry’) < EPA “gaura: Lith gaiiras “hair, down, tuft 
of hair”, Latv gauri ‘pubic hair’, MIr gúaire ‘hair’. 

Jashtë ‘old; early, premature (of fruit) < EPA "/ausa: Goth /aus 
‘empty, loose’. 

pah ‘scab, dust < EPA *pauja < IE *poujo- (Arm hogi ‘breath’ ). 

shtrep ‘maggot, larva’ < EPA *straupa, close to Slav *strups 
“wound, scab, poison’. 


1.1.3.7. IE “eu was preserved as EPA “en. Then it lost its second 
element too and is now reflected as Alb e. This development is 
corroborated by several reliable etymologies: 


brez ‘belt’? < *breuna (with a late suffix): Lith briauna “edge”. 

derë ‘bitter; difficult (Tosk only) < EPA *deuna: OS tiono ‘evil’, 
OE feona ‘wrong’. 

deri ‘to, up to, till’ < EPA *deur(e)é Gk Seupo, deupe, deupi “here” 
(from IE “de-uro). 

hedh ‘to throw, to shoot’? < EPA *skeuda < IE *skeud- ‘to throw, to 
shoot’ (ON skjóta, OHG scio3an). 

tredh ‘to castrate’ < EPA *treuda < IE *treud- (Lat trüdo ‘to push’, 
Goth us-priutan ‘to burden’, Slav *ftrudz ‘labor, work’). 


1.1.3.8. Diphthongs in Zu with long first elements tended to lose their 
glides and were consequently treated as corresponding long 


monophthongs: 


loge “penis, testicles’ < EPA “Zuka: Lith Hauka ‘gland’. 
pelë mare! < EPA *poula: Gk roc ‘foal’, Goth fula id. 


1.1.4. Development of the Early Proto-Albanian vocalism 


1.1.4.0. The Late Proto-Albanian period including the tumultous and 
lengthy epoch of Romanization was characterized by numerous 
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structural changes in Proto-Albanian phonology. Certain positions in 
the vvord (anlaut, last syllable) as vvell as certain phonetic contexts (e.g. 
all vowels before nasal sonorants) were subject to a myriad of 
alterations. Some of the Late Proto-Albanian processes have already 
been described in 1.1.1-3. At the end of the period, Proto-Albanian 
vocalism lost its quantitative opposition. 


Literature: SPITZER JF XXXIX 105-113 (on ua ~ ue); JOKL IF XLIX 
274-300 (history of ua ~ ue) PEDERSEN BUSAT XIV/3 227 
(secondary -j after auslaut ua ~ ue); PISANI Saggi 100 (nasalization of 
vowels); POLÁK Orbis XII/2 388 (similar development of -an- in 
Rumanian and Tosk), HAMP RRL XX/2 93-104; MANN Hist. Gr. 
31-32 (ye « e explained by the loss of the following syllable), 40-41 
(origin of ë~ a); ÇABEJ St III 119-120; OREL LB XXVII/A 49-55 (y < 
-VwV-), XXIX/4 70-71 (ua ~ ue < Slav *ova), Linguistica XXIV/1 
438 (y < -VwV-). 


1.1.4.1. Following the simplification of some inlaut clusters, preceding 
vowels were lengthened in Proto-Albanian: 


doré ‘hand’ < EPA “dora < IE “Shesr- id. (Gk xé\p, Hitt kessar , Arm 
Jern). 
krua ~ krue ‘spring, fountain < EPA "Krona: Gk Korn id., OE 
hræn ‘wave’ < Gmc *xrazno. 
krye ‘head’ < EPA *kranja< “krasnja: Gk kpàvtov ‘skull, head’. 


1.1.4.2. In Late Proto-Albanian all vowels preceding nasal sonorants 
were nasalized. In this position, short vowels “a, “e (before its 
diphthongization), “7 and “u changed to LPA “4, *é, “7, *û corre- 
spondingly. These new nasal vowels were completely preserved in Geg 
(in the orthography I am using, they are marked as 4 (derived from both 
*@ and *é), f, i only when not followed by a nasal consonant) but lost 
their nasalization in Tosk where they were replaced by ë, rand u. EPA 
*e in this position could also occasionally yield Tosk ë, e ~ Gegë. At the 
same time, the original nasal consonant was lost in certain morphono- 
logical contexts. 


gjë ~ gjë ‘thing’ < EPA *san(s) « IE *sont-s “being” (Skt sant-). 

gji ~ gji ‘breast, chest < EPA *sina: Lat sinus ‘curve, fold’. 

gju ~ gji ‘knee’ < EPA *g/una dissimilated from *g(a)nuna < 
IE “ëenu- id. (Hitt genu, Skt jnu-, Gk yovv, Lat genü). 
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hu ~ hii ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA “skuna based on “skuja: 
Slav *xuje “penis”. 

hënë ~ hanë ‘moon’ < EPA *ksanda: Skt cándati "(ei shines, is 
bright’, candrá- ‘shining; moon’. 

lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material” < EPA */enta < IE */ent- 
(OHG inta ‘linden’, Lith /enta ‘board’, Slav "/orz ‘bast’). 

rij ~ ri to make humid’ < EPA *rinja: Skt rináti “to stream, to 
release’, Slav “rinoti ‘to flow’. 


1.1.4.3. This development was shared by Early Proto-Albanian 
diphthongs even though reliable examples are not very frequent: 


drénjé ‘cornel-cherry; healthy, sound’ < EPA *draunja, derived 
from IE *dreu- ‘tree’. 

gjër ‘soup’ ~ gjanë ‘mudbed, alluvium’ < EPA *jausna: Skt neut. 
yüs ‘soup’, Lat jūs id., Lith jisé ‘fish soup’. 

hë ~ hé ‘now’ < EPA *skainai, dative-locative of a noun related to 
Goth skeinan, OHG skinan ‘to shine’. 

dë ~ lë ‘to let’? < EPA */aidna: Lith jete id., Latv laistid., Goth /etan 
id. 

nénté ~ nand ‘nine’ < EPA *neunti- (with analogical restructuring 
of the cluster in Tosk) < IE *neum id. (Skt ndava, Lat novem, 
Goth niun). 


1.1.4.4. Before a nasal consonant or "^r, stressed EPA “7 and “6 
(including long diphthongs and long vowels resulting from a 
compensatory lengthening) merged into “6 which changed to LPA “ze. 
The latter developed into *uá and eventually yielded Tosk ua ~ OGeg 
uo, Geg ue. In unstressed positions EPA “7 and “0 did not merge and 
developed as in all other phonetic contexts, i.e. yielded Alb o and e. The 
result is a paradigmatic and derivational alternation like that observed in 
dorë, sg. vs. duar ~ duer, pl. In many cases, alternations of this kind led 
to the rise of new analogical forms. Similar results derived from the 
development of disyllabic groups with middle y in the auslaut. The 
following examples demonstrate the development of EPA “zand *oin 
this position: 


duaj ~ duej ‘sheaf’ < EPA “donja: Skt dhanë ‘grain, cereals’, 
dhanya- ‘grain’, Lith difona ‘bread’. 
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pl. duar ~ duer ‘hands’ < EPA “dorai < IE “ëhesr- id. (Gk xëlp, Hitt 
kessar , Arm jern). 

huaj ~ huej ‘foreign, strange’ < EPA *kson(w)ja with Gk Eévoc, Dor 
Eévfoc ‘stranger, guest’. 

krua ~ krue ‘spring, fountain’ < EPA "Krona: Gk Kprvn id., OE 
hræn ‘wave’ < Gmc *xrazno. 

muaj ~ muej ‘month’ < EPA “mosnja, from the metathesis of IE 
*mens- ‘moon, month’ (Skt mas-, Gk unv, Lat mensis, Olr mi). 

quaj - quej “to call, to give a name’ < EPA “Klousnja, a denominative 
based on IE “Kleuos ‘glory, word’ (Skt sravas-, Gk KA£oc, Slav 
*slovo). 


1.1.4.5. In some words, stressed EPA " in a similar position before *n 
and “7, yielded ye. We do not have a satisfactory explanation of the 
differences in the reflexation of “z. It may be suspected that ye 
originally appeared in words where “7 was present in the following 
syllable, especially as it seems to alternate with e (as in derë, sg. vs. 
dyer, pl.) while ua ~ ue is in alternation with o. This hypothesis is 
corroborated by what we observe in Latin loanwords. However, the 
original picture has been completely distorted by analogical 
transformations and other kinds of later changes. Here are some 
examples of ye: 


fyell ~ fyll ‘flute’ < EPA *spali- Gk otmAatov ‘cave, cavern’ < 
*'hollow'. 

krye ‘head’ < EPA *kranja< “krasnja: Gk kpàvtov ‘skull, head’. 

qye ‘summit, peak’ < EPA *k/aini < IE“Kloino- ‘slanting, skew’ 
(Goth gen. pl. A/aine ‘hill’). 

thyej “to break’ < EPA “tsa(i)nja < IE *Kei- ‘to sharpen’ (Skt sisati 
*to sharpen', Arm sowr 'sharp; knife"). 


In one case, the origin of ye remains totally unexplained: 


pyes ‘to ask” < EPA “pëta: Hitt Kappuwe/a- ‘to count’ < *Kmi-puH-, 
Lat puto ‘to reckon, to ponder’, Slav *pytati ‘to ask’. 


1.1.4.6. Certain groups ku and ViV (where Vis a long monophthong 
or a diphthong) changed to single vowels. We have only one such 
example of V7V which, in fact, might have a completely different 
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explanation insofar as / is expected to fall between two front vowels. 
However, we adduce it here: 


tre ‘three’ < EPA “*treje < IE “treies id. (Skt trayah, Gk oe, Lat 
tës). 


Groups Vu V yielded ua ~ ue if the first vowel was non-front and non- 
labial while the second vowel was non-front. This is well corroborated 
by the development of early Slavic loanwords but we also have at least 
one good example from the Indo-European lexicon: 


grua ~ grue ‘woman, wife’ < EPA *grawa: Gk ypauc ‘old 
woman’. 


If the first vowel was labial as well as the second one, the result was y 
as in the word for ‘two’: 


dy ‘two’ < EPA *duwo « IE*d(u)uo(u) id. 
If the first vowel was a diphthong, the group developed into ye: 


lyej ‘to smear, to oil’ < EPA "e/arwanja, based on *elaiwa 
borrowed from Gk £Ao(F)ov ‘oil’. 

ryej ‘to suffer’ < “rauinja < EPA *raudinja: Skt roditi “to weep, to 
roar’, Lat riido “to shout, to cry’, Lith rauda ‘weeping’, Slav 
*rydati 'to weep'. 


Finally, if both vowels were palatal, the group yielded y, as in the 
following examples: 


grykë ‘throat’? < EPA *griwika < IE “eriua ‘neck’ (Skt grivë, Av 
grīvā, Latv grīva ‘river mouth’, Slav *griva *mane"). 

hyj ‘to enter’ < EPA "*erwznja, close to Skt éva- ‘speedy’, Lith at- 
eivis, at-éiva ‘newcomer, stranger’, per-eivis, pér-eiva ‘tramp, 
vagrant’. 

mbyll ‘to shut, to fasten’ < EPA “ambi-vvëla: Skt valati “to turn’, Gk 
e1X€co ‘to roll tight up, to close’, OIr fi//id ‘to bend’. 

mbys ‘to strangle, to drown, to kil < EPA *ambi-witja: Skt 
vydthate ‘to sway, to rock’, Goth wzpon ‘to pour’. 
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qyr ‘to look” < EPA *kewira: Gk Kota ‘to note”, Lat caved “to be 
aware’, Goth hausjan ‘to hear’. 
yll, hyll ‘star’ < EPA *skiw-ila, derived from Atje ‘shadow’. 


1.1.4.7. In more than one etymologically reliable case we find y 
resulting from LPA “ui < “7 irrespective of its Early Proto-Albanian 
source. The development of a new glide (asystematically appearing in 
one or in both standard Albanian dialects) is obviously caused by a 
following labial consonant: 


lyp ‘to beg, to ask, to seek, to need’ < EPA */eipa < IE */eip- (Gk 
Mitrtoniat ‘to be eager for, to long for’, Lith /ieprü, ent? “to 
order’). 

krimb ~ krym ‘worm’ < EPA *krim- < IE *K*rmi- id. (Skt kími-, 
Lith Airmis). 

rryp ~ rrip ‘belt’ < EPA *wripa: Gk parto ‘to sew together, to 
stitch’, Lith vefpti “to spin’. 


The same development took place at the end of Proto-Albanian words 
(not to be confused with the position before *7 which became the 
Modern Albanian auslaut): 


ay ‘he’ < EPA *a-er < IE "er- (Skt ayam ‘he’, Lat is). 
sy ‘eye’ < EPA dual "atsr. Skt aksi, Av asi, Lith aki, Slav *oci. 


1.1.4.8. Initial IE “zo- changed to EPA *wa- and then to Alb u: 


udhë ‘way’ < EPA *wada < IE “uedh- “to beat, to break’ 

umas ‘to bark’, from an unattested *umé< EPA *wama: Skt vamiti 
‘to vomit’, Av vam- ‘to spit’, Gk UEC “to spit out’, Lat vomeo 
“to vomit’. 

unazë finger-ring, small iron ring’, based on unë < EPA *wanda: 
Arm gind ‘ring’, Goth bi-windan “to unwreathe’. 

unë ‘piece of a broken pot < EPA *wanta: Arm vandem ‘to 
destroy’, OHG wund ‘wound’, MW gweint, praet. '(I) pierced’. 

urë ‘bridge’ < EPA *wara: Goth warjan ‘to prevent, to defend’, ON 
vor ‘row of stones’, ver ‘dam’, Osc veru ‘door’. 

uri ~ û ‘hunger’ < EPA *wana < IE “uen- “to want, to desire’ (Skt 
vanati, vanotiid., Lat venus ‘love’). 
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1.1.5. Unstressed vovvels 


1.1.5.0. Stress has played an important role in the evolution of the 
phonetic system and of the vocalism in particular. The history of Proto- 
Albanian stress is presented in 2.1. Here, only its influence on the 
vocalism vvill be outlined. 


Literature: JOKL Festschr. Rozwadowski 242 (initial vowels in Old 
Albanian); ÇABEJ Probl. hist. 123-132 (apheresis in Méshari), St. II 
116-118, 124-125 (contraction); OREL Sov. slav. 1982/3 92-96, 
1982/5 84 (reduction of auslaut vowels). 


1.1.5.1. The inherited system of Indo-European accent was 
reconfigured in Early Proto-Albanian, though its nature did not change. 
The Early Proto-Albanian accent was paradigmatic — its patterns were 
linked to morphological classes and subclasses. In some paradigms, the 
stress was barytonic, in others — oxytonic or mobile. While inlaut 
vowels in Proto-Albanian developed according to the rules described in 
1.1.1-4, the history of the vowels at the end of the word was more 
complicated. 


In auslaut, Proto-Albanian vowels were not changed if they were 
stressed. When unstressed (in certain barytonic and mobile accentual 
paradigms), all vowels lost one mora, or in other words, short vowels 
were completely lost while long vowels were shortened. For example: 


EPA sg. “skala ‘fish bone’ > *skdla 
EPA pl. *ska/as ‘fish bones’ > “skala(s) 
EPA sg. *dwdaiga ‘branch’ > *déga 
EPA pl. *dwdigai ‘branches’ > *dégai 
EPA sg. “dausas ‘ram’> *daus 

EPA pl. *dáusai 'rams'» “dausi 


1.1.5.2. In Late Proto-Albanian the whole accentual system was 
radically changed under the influence of Latin. The stress in Proto- 
Albanian was now (with some important exceptions) shifted auto- 
matically to the second syllable of any word. In new paroxytona, the 
process of reduction of the new unstressed vowels led to the following 
results in the end of the word: unstressed a yielded & other unstressed 
vowels gave zero. Stressed vowels were altered as follows: a was pre- 
served as a, ai changed to e, e was preserved as non-diphthongized e, 7 
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appeared as €or, in some cases, 7 The forms adduced in 1.1.5.1. would 
now look as follows: 


EPA sg. “skala ‘fish bone’ > “skdla > halë 
EPA pl. *ska/as ‘fish bones’ > *skald(s) » hala 
EPA sg. *dwdiga ‘branch’ > *déga> degë 
EPA pl. “dyvaigai ‘branches’ > *dégai> degë 
EPA sg. *ddusas ‘ram’> *daus dash 

EPA pl. *dáusai ‘rams’> *dáuši> desh 


1.1.5.3. Posttonic inlaut vowels were all reduced to & which is still 
preserved in the Old Albanian texts but completely lost afterwards. 
Numerous cases of this reduction are found in Latin proparoxytona 
borrowed to Albanian: 


Kérp ~ kanp ‘hemp’ © Rom *cannapis id. 

Kkumtër ‘godfather’ € Lat compater id. 

prift ‘priest’ © Lat presbyter id. 

shpretkë ~ shpénetké ‘spleen’ « Lat splénéticum ‘related to the 
spleen’. 

voshtër (Geg) ‘Ligustrum vulgare’ © Lat O/easter id. 


1.1.5.4. Pretonic non-high vowels were also reduced (or lost in some 
cases) as in mérdhij ‘to freeze’ < mardh ‘cold, frost’. Again, many 
examples are found in Latin loanwords: 


Kërkoj ‘to look for, to seek’ = Rom *circare id. 

késhtér ~ kështën ‘Christian’ © Lat christianus id. 

kështjellë ‘castle, fort’? «& Lat castellum id. 

késhyre “mountain path, path in the ravine’ © Lat c/ausüra ‘lock, 
bar, bolt; castle, fort’. 

mérkosh ‘man lying in wife’s bed after childbirth and receiving 
visitors; lover’ € Rom *maricosus ‘husband-like’ . 

nëmëroj ‘to number, to count’ © Lat numerare id. 


Pretonic o in Latin loanwords, a phoneme missing in Proto-Albanian, 
was normally substituted with was in the following examples: 


Kurorë ~ kunorë ‘crown’ © Lat corona id. 
kumerg ‘toll, duty’ € Lat commercium “trade, commerce’. 
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murtajë ‘plague’ © Rom “mortalia id. 

pulqyer ‘thumb; dwarf? © Lat pollicaris ‘belonging to a thumb”. 
pushtet ‘power’ © Lat potestatem id. 

vullnet ‘wil? © Lat voluntatem id. 


1.1.5.5. Unstressed vowels in the anlaut were subject to apheresis. The 
process dates back to Old Albanian where vowels before nasal and 
liquid sonorants were affected. Later it covered initial vowels before 
other types of consonants. 


mbi ‘on, upon’ < EPA *ambi « IE*ambhi (Gk audi ‘about, around’, 
Goth br, Olr imm-< Celt *mbi). 

ngroh ~ ngrof‘to warm’ < EPA *en-graya Slav *grétiid. 

rosé ‘duck’ < EPA “anatja < IE “(a)nota (Skt ātí- ‘water bird’, Gk 
vnooa “duck”). 


The same process affected Latin loanvvords: 


blaté ‘wafer’ © Lat oblata id. 

kishë ‘church’ © Lat ecclesia id. 

Iter ‘altar’ © Lat a/tarium id. 

prill‘ April’ € Lat aprilis id. 

pupé ‘hoopoe’ © Lat upupa id. 

shemé ‘swarm (of bees)’ € Lat examen ‘swarm’. 


1.1.5.6. After the reduction of inlaut vowels had been completed, 
groups of vowels were contracted wherever they had been formed due 
to the fall of intervocalic voiced stops. The quality of the resulting 
vowel depended on the stressed element in the group. The unstressed 
element had already been reduced to & In Geg, where new long vowels 
exist, contracted vowels are long. 


be ‘oath’ < EPA *baida: Slav *béda ‘disaster’, Lat foedus ‘league, 
treaty’. 

det ‘sea’ < EPA *deubeta ‘depth’ < IE*dheub- ‘deep’, cf. Gmc 
*deupipo ‘depth’ > MDu diepde, MLG dëpede, E depth. 

ryej ‘to suffer’ < “rauinja < EPA *raudinja. Skt roditi ‘to weep, to 
roar’, Lat riido “to shout, to cry’, Lith rauda ‘weeping’, Slav 
*rydati ‘to weep’. 

sot ‘today’ < EPA *tsja(i) ditai < IE “Kia diti- “this day’. 
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ve ‘widow’ < EPA *widewa: Skt vidhava id., Lat vidua id., Goth 
widuwo id. 

zi ‘black’ < EPA *dZedi < IE *e'ed- (MHG quat ‘dirt’, OE cwéad 
‘bad’, Lith gëda ‘shame’, Slav *gadzkz ‘disgusting’, *gadz 
‘reptile, worm’). 


1.2. Vocalism of loanwords 


1.2.0. The three chief sources of loanwords to (Proto-)Albanian were 
from (ancient) Greek, Latin and Slavic. Of these, the Greek material is 
of the least interest insofar as it reflects the system of vocalic change 
found in words inherited from Proto-Indo-European. Latin and Slavic 
loanwords, however, need to be described in more detail. 


1.2.1. Vowels in Greek loanwords 


1.2.1.0. Ancient Greek loanwords are rather scarce in Albanian. As far 
as their vocalism is concerned, it simply follows the normal 
development of the Albanian vocabulary. Cf. some examples: 


bagém ‘oil for anointment” € Gk Barrtioua ‘baptism’. 

lakër ~ lakën ‘cabbage, greens’ €» Gk Aaxavov ‘greens’. 
mokër ~ mokén ‘millstone’ € Gk unxavr] *device, instrument'. 
presh ‘leek’ © Gk tpaoov id. 


1.2.2. Vowels in Latin loanwords 


1.2.2.0. Latin loanwords are of extreme importance for the history of 
Albanian phonology, especially its vocalism. The duration of the 
borrowing was so long that loanwords reflect several distinct chrono- 
logical stages. 


One of the remarkable features of the Romance-Albanian linguistic 
interference is the fact that both vocalic systems, Latin and Albanian, 
were equally unstable at the time of their interaction. While the 
Albanian system of vowels was rapidly changing, so too was Romance 
vocalism in a state of drastic transition, from the pattern of classical 
Latin to the systems of individual Romance languages of the Balkans. 
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Literature: MIHAESCU SCL XXXI/3 307-309 (Lat / in Albanian); 
BANFI AJAK 269-285. 


1.2.3. Short vovvels in Latin loanvvords 
1.2.3.1. Short Lat ais normally rendered as Alb a: 


aftë ‘capable, proper’ € Lat aptus id. 

barké ‘boat’ © Lat barca id. 

frashér ~ frashén ‘ash-tree’ © Lat fraxinus id. 

harmëshor ‘stallion, stud-horse’ € Rom *armessarius id. 

kalë ‘horse’ © Lat caballus id. 

shag ‘coarse linen fabric spread on the floor’ € Lat sagum ‘cloak 
made of coarse fabric’. 


1.2.3.2. Like EPA *a, Lat a could be influenced by the front vowel of 
the next syllable and changed to e 


emté ‘aunt’ © Lat amita ‘paternal aunt’. 
gjelbër ~ gjelbën ‘green’ © Lat galbinus ‘greenish-yellow’. 
qelq ‘glass’ © Lat calicem ‘bowl, cup’. 


The same result was achieved due to the generalization of plural forms, 
of which the Late Proto-Albanian ending *-/ caused umlaut, cf. the 
following examples: 


belbë ‘stammering, dumb’ © Lat balbus ‘stammering, stuttering’. 
brekë ‘pants’ © Lat bracae ‘trousers, breeches’. 

dreq ‘devil’ & (nom. sg.) Lat draco ‘dragon’. 

engjëll ‘angel’ & Lat angelus id. 

gjel ‘rooster’ © Lat gallus id. 

gerr ‘wagon, cart’ © Lat carrus ‘two-wheeled wagon’. 


A difficulty is presented by the development of Lat a in bjeshkë 
“mountain pasture’ & Rom "pastica based on Lat pastus ‘pasture’. 


1.2.3.3. Before nasals, Lat a yielded LPA “4 which developed, as in 
other cases, into Tosk ë- Geg 4: 


dëm ~ dam ‘damage’ € Lat damnum ‘hurt, harm, damage’. 
gjëndër ~ gjandër ‘gland’ © Lat glandula ‘gland of the throat’. 
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kéndellé ~ kandellë ‘lamp’ © Lat candëla “vax-light, tallovv- 
candle’. 

këngë ~ kangë ‘song’ © Lat canticum id. 

mëngë ~ mangé ‘armful, sleeve’ € Lat manicae ‘sleeve’. 

mëngoj (archaic), mungoj ‘to lack’ € Rom *mancare id. 


1.2.3.4. Lat e was rendered as LPA “Ze as a general rule: 


kështjellë ‘castle, fort’? = Lat castellum id. 

pjepër ~ pjepën ‘sweet melon’ € Rom “pepinem id., cf. Lat 
peponem ‘kind of large melon, pumpkin’. 

pjergull “vine-arbor, pergola’ © Lat pergula ‘shed, booth, vine- 
arbor’. 

pjesë ‘part’ & Rom "petia id. 

pjeshkë ‘peach’ & Rom "pesca < Lat persica id. 

vjershë ‘poem’ © Lat versus ‘verse’. 


The diphthong then developed into “sa: 
Javé ‘week’ © Lat hebdomas id. 


1.2.3.5. The glide was lost in the positions described in 1.1.1.8-9 or 
similar contexts (before ng, after sh): 


bletë ‘bee, swarm, hive’ < *mbletë € Rom *melettum. 

drejtë ‘straight, right’ © Lat directum id. 

gjeshtër ‘broom’ © Rom *genistra based on Lat genista, genesta 
“broom-plant, broom’. 

gjuvengë ‘harlot’ & Lat adj. fem. juvenca ‘young’. 

krel ‘curl, lock’ € Rom *cerebellus. 

kuvend ‘speech; council, meeting © Lat conventus ‘meeting, 
assembly’. 

lepur ‘hare’ € Lat /eporem id. 

mend ‘mind’ € Lat mentem id. 

shesh ‘plain, plane, flatness, square’ © Lat sessus ‘seat’. 


The same applies to the development of “za: 


qarr “Turkey oak, bitter oak’ o Lat cerrus id. 
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shalë ‘saddle; inner side of thigh, pair of legs’ € Lat sella ‘seat, 
saddle’. 

shartoj ‘to cross (of animals), to engraft (of plants) <= Rom 
*(in)sertare based on Lat serere ‘to sow’. 

Sharrë ‘saw’ © Lat serra id. 

shat ‘hoe’ © Lat sector ‘cutter’. 


1.2.3.6. In a few words we find Lat e rendered as Alb e in contexts 
disagreeing with the rules established for EPA “e (see 1.1.1.6-10). 


In one case, Alb e reflects an unstressed contracted group "ei < “ebi 
rather than Lat e so that it can be completely ignored as far as the 
history of eis concerned: 


detyrë ‘duty, debt © Rom *debitüra id. 


In another case, we have to suppose some kind of analogical interaction 
obscuring the original vocalism: 


egjér ‘Lolium temulentum’ © Lat ebria fem., ‘drunk’ influenced by 
egér. 


In two more words we find no phonological explanation. Even though 
in both forms the non-diphthongized e is followed by a cluster 
beginning with r, this is hardly decisive, insofar as such clusters do not 
behave this way in Late Proto-Albanian words of other origins. This 
may mean that the cases below belong to a later historical stratum: 


ferr ‘hell’ © Lat infernum id. 
kumerg ‘toll, duty’ € Lat commercium ‘trade, commerce’. 


1.2.3.7. A different layer of the Albanian vocabulary reflects Lat e as 
Alb 7 Seemingly, those words were borrowed at a different time, at a 
different place or from a different kind of ancient Romance. 
Hypothetically, forms with 7 could penetrate Albanian at the stage when 
the Early Proto-Albanian phonological system had no short e (i.e. after 
the diphthongization of EPA “ex Ze but before the reverse process in 
certain phonetic contexts). In other words, borrowed forms with / < e 
belong to a later layer than the rest of Latin words borrowed with je, e « 
e. 
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erigj ‘flock, herd’ 4 Lat gregem id. 

gjinde ‘people’ 4 Lat gentem id. 

mëshirë ‘pity, mercy’. © Lat miseria ‘wretchedness’. 
nip ‘nephew, grandson’ € Lat nom. nepos ‘grandson’. 
prift ‘priest’ © Lat presbyter id. 

prind ‘father, parent’ 4 Lat parentem id. 


1.2.3.8. Stressed Latin o yielded Alb o: 


bollë ‘kind of harmless snake’ = Rom *bola, cf. Lat bolea 
‘salamander’. 

flok ‘hair’ € Lat Hoccus ‘lock, flock’. 

korbull ‘keg, cask, wooden pail’ € Lat corbula ‘little basket”. 

kulloshtér ‘biestlings’ © Lat colostra id. 

poshté ‘down, below, under’ © Lat post, poste ‘behind, back’. 

rroté ‘wheel’ © Lat rota id. 


Unstressed Latin o was reflected as Alb wu: 


gultoj ‘to get rid off 4 Lat colluctari ‘to struggle, to contend’. 
kular ‘curved piece of wood, ox-collar' © Lat co//are ‘collar’. 
kunat ‘brother-in-law’ © Lat cognatus ‘kinsman, blood relation’. 
lepur ‘hare’ € Lat leporem id. 

mulli ~ mulli “mil” € Lat molinum id. 

pulqyer ‘thumb; dwarf? © Lat pollicaris ‘belonging to a thumb”. 


In two cases (probably, borrowed at a later stage) unstressed o is 
reflected in Albanian as o: 


notoj ‘to swim’ © Rom *nofare replacing classical Lat natare id. 
peshkop ‘bishop of the Orthodox church’ © Lat episcopus ‘bishop’. 


In one case, o has been reduced to ë: 
Kérruté ‘ewe with horns’ © Lat fem. adj. cornüta ‘horned’. 


1.2.3.9. Stressed Latin o can be also rendered as Alb u. Words 
reflecting this development seem to form a separate lexical layer, 
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presumably of earlier origin than the rest of Latin words with o. Cf. the 
following examples: 


furrik, furrig ‘chicken-coop, fowl-pen, roost, nesting-box’ © Lat 
fornicem ‘arch, vault’. 

fushé ‘plain, open field, meadow’ © Lat fossa ‘ditch, trench, gutter, 
furrow’. 

kuq ‘red’ & Rom *cocceus, cf. Lat coccineus ‘scarlet’. 

kurt ‘yard’ © Lat cortem id. 

rrumbull ‘rolled into a ball’ o Rom *rombulus based on Lat 
rhombus ‘magic whirligig or wheel’. 

shpuzë ‘hot ashes’ © Lat spodium “ash”. 


1.2.3.10. In two (related) words stressed Lat o seems to be reflected as 
Alb e: 


bretk ‘frog’ © Rom *brotacus id. 
breshkë ‘tortoise’ «& Balkan Rom  "brotascus or *brosacus 
‘tortoise, frog’. 


It is probable that *o of the first syllable was for some reason 
lengthened to “din the Romance dialects of Albania. 


1.2.3.11. Lat / yielded Alb 7 


bishtajë “pod, hull, pea, green bean’ = Rom “pistalia (> Rum 
pastaie ‘pod, hull’). 

dishtë, dishké “mill funnel’ € Lat discus “disk”. 

iriq ‘hedgehog’ © Lat ëricius id. 

Ishull ‘island’ © Lat insula id. 

Këshill ‘council’ € Lat consilium id. 

rrigér ~ rrigén ‘tick’ € Lat ricinus id. 

virgjër ~ virgjin ‘maiden’ © Lat virginem id. 


1.2.3.12. There exists, however, another layer of Latin loanwords in 
which Lat 7 is reflected as Alb e. It is probable that this group of words 
belongs to a later period when, on the one hand, new short e reappeared 
in Proto-Albanian and, on the other hand, short zin Latin merged with 
short e. It is interesting that loanwords with 7> e belong, for the most 
part, to completely different semantic fields: 
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fe ‘belief, religion’ € Lat fidem ‘faith’. 

kreshpé ‘sheep with long and rough wool’ © Lat fem. adj. crispa 
‘curled, crisp, uneven’. 

meshë ‘mass’ & Lat missa id. 

shenjë ‘sign’ @ Lat signum id. 

upeshk ‘bishop’ © Lat episcopus id. 

ves ‘bad habit’ € Lat vitium ‘fault, defect, vice’. 


Resulting e was occasionally changed to é before sonorants: 


Kërkoj ‘to look for, to seek’ = Rom *circare id. 

késhtér ~ kështën ‘Christian’ < *kérshtén © Lat christianus id. 

shtrëngoj ‘to press, to squeeze’ © Lat stringere ‘to stretch, to press, 
to squeeze’. 


1.2.3.13. In two cases - apparently representing relatively early 
borrowings (between those where Lat 7 > Alb 7 and those where Lat 7 
= Alb e) - Lat ris rendered as LPA “e ~ Ja: 


mjerë ‘unhappy, unfortunate’ © Rom “misrem < Lat miserem id. 
gark ‘circle’ © Lat circus id. 


1.2.3.14. Lat wis reflected as Alb win most cases: 


bulé ‘bud’ © Lat bulla ‘bubble, boss, knob’ 

but “big barrel’ © Lat buttis id. 

shumé ‘many, much’ © Lat summus ‘uppermost, highest’. 

kunj ‘peg, wedge’ © Lat cuneus ‘wedge’ 

musht ‘must, new wine’ € Lat mustum id. 

gjuvengé ‘harlot’ © Lat adj. fem. juvenca “young”, also ‘young 


H 


cow . 


In a few cases, we find Alb o as a reflex of Lat u. It is clear that such 
words belong to the same chronological layer as the forms with e 
rendering Lat 7. 


gomë ‘resin’ 4 Rom *eumma, a variant of Lat gummi id. 
troftë ‘trout’? © Lat tructa id. 
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zmojle ‘fallow (land) o Rom *exmulgia, a derivative of Lat 
e(x)mulgere ‘to milk out, to drain out’. 


1.2.3.15. Before sonorants, unstressed u would occasionally yield & 


nëmëroj ‘to number, to count’ © Lat numerare id. 
rrëmbej ‘to rob, to seize’ & Lat rumpere ‘to tear, to tear away’. 


In two cases Lat u was lengthened and yielded Alb y. 


Kryq ‘cross’ & Lat crucem id. 
myshk, mushk ‘moss, musk’ © Lat muscus id. 


1.2.4. Long vowels in Latin loanwords 


1.2.4.0. Long Latin vowels also reflect different chronological stages 
(and probably different areas) of Late Proto-Albanian and Romance 
phonetic development. 


1.2.4.1. The normal reflex of Lat Z is Alb a as in the following 
examples: 


blaté ‘wafer’ © Lat oblata id. 

famë ‘good reputation, rumor’ € Lat fama ‘rumor, fame’. 
fat ‘fate; bridegroom, husband, friend’ © Lat fatum. 
natyrë ‘nature’ © Lat natira id. 

shkallë ‘stairs, staircase’ © Lat scalae ‘stairs’ 

Shtrat ‘bed; layer’ © Lat stratum id. 


1.2.4.2. As in the case of short Lat a (see 1.2.3.2), Lat Zis often raised 
to Alb e before front vowels of various origins: 


Kélgere ‘lime’ © Lat fem. adj. ca/caria ‘pertaining to lime”. 
Iter ‘altar’ © Lat a/farium id. 

martesë ‘marriage’ © Rom *maritatio id. 

pushtet ‘power’ © Lat potestatem id. 

shemé ‘swarm (of bees)’ € Lat examen ‘swarm’. 

vullnet ‘wil? & Lat voluntatem id. 
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1.2.4.3. In a limited number of cases, stressed Lat a yielded Alb ye 
before r (cf. a similar development for EPA *@ in 1.1.4.5.): 


mushkéllyer “dun, grey-brown, red-brown’ © Rom “muscellarius 
*colored like a mouse', cf. Lat muscellarium *mouse-trap'. 
pulqyer ‘thumb; dwarf? © Lat pollicaris ‘belonging to a thumb”. 


Before nasals in auslaut, Lat 7 seems to behave as short a, i.e. it yields 
Late Proto-Albanian 4 or é (if raised), which then developed as described 
in 1.1.4.2: 


pe~ pë ‘thread’ © Lat panus ‘thread wound upon the bobbin’. 
shullé ~ shullá ‘sunny spot’ © Lat so/anus (locus) id. 


Pretonic Lat a was reflected as é: 


mërkosh “man lying in wife's bed after childbirth and receiving 
visitors; lover’ € Rom *maricosus “husband-like”. 


1.2.4.4. All the above loanwords must have penetrated Albanian after 
the process of labialization of EPA "4 was completed. However, we 
know of at least one (considerably earlier) case of a Latin loanword 
which appears to reflect Lat 4 > Alb o: 


mollë “apple, apple tree’ & Lat malum id. 
1.2.4.5. The standard reflex of Lat ëis Alb e: 


femër ~ femën ‘woman’ © Lat femina id. 

kéndellé ~ kandellé ‘lamp’ = Lat candela “vvax-light, tallow-candle’. 

préndveré ~ prandveré ‘spring? = Rom “prima vēra (> Ital 
primavera, Rum primavarë). 

qetë ‘quiet’ © Lat quietus id. 

shpretkë ~ shpénetké ‘spleen’ © Lat splénéticum ‘related to the 
spleen’. 

vrer ~ véner m ‘gall, bile’ € Lat venenum ‘potion, poison’. 


Under the influence of following zor 7, Lat ë was reflected as 7 
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bishë ‘beast, wild animal’ © Lat bëstia id. 

iriq ‘hedgehog’ © Lat ëricius id. 

Kishë ‘church’ © Lat ecclesia id. 

ligj ‘law’ © Lat /ége(m) id. (affected by -7- of the oblique cases). 


1.2.4.6. Two smaller groups of words with different reflexes belong to 
earlier stages of Albanian contacts with Romance. The oldest lexical 
layer demonstrates the development of Lat ë to Alb o, similar to the 
change of EPA Ze 


logori ‘wailing, mourning, dirge’ © Lat allëgoria ‘allegory’. 
mbloj ‘to fill” € Lat implere id. 
qoj ‘to wake up’ © Lat ciére “to move, to agitate’. 


Another group of words presumably was borrowed after the shift *e > 
EPA “a had taken place but before the diphthongization of short EPA 
fe, i.e. at the time when EPA “e was the best possible substitute for Lat 
e. 


kashnjet ‘chestnut grove’ © Lat castanetum id. 
rrjetë ‘net’? & Lat rete id. 
tjegull ‘brick’ © Lat regula id. 


Before nasals in auslaut, Lat ë behaves as short e and yields Late Proto- 
Albanian é: 


fre ~ fré ‘bridle; grape-stalk; comb’ © Lat frenum id. 


1.2.4.7. The oldest Latin loanwords display e as a regular reflex of Lat 
0, cf. for example: 


herë ‘time, moment of time, hour’ € Lat hora ‘hour’. 

pemë ‘fruit-tree, fruit = Lat pomum ‘fruit’, pomus ‘fruit-tree’. 
plep ‘poplar’ € Rom *p/opus, metathesis of Lat populus id. 
premtoj ‘to promise’ & Lat promittere ‘to forbode, to promise’. 
tërmet ‘earthquake’ € Rom “terrae motus id. 

tmerr ‘horror, fright’ 4 Lat morem id. 


1.2.4.8. In a small number of loanwords, we find a substitution of Lat 6 
with Alb u: 
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kanushë ‘stork’ € Rom “canosus, derivative of Lat canus ‘white’. 
urdhër ~ urdhën ‘order’ € Lat ordinem id. 
ut ‘owl’ © Lat otus ‘horned owl’. 


Cf. also one case in which we find y as a continuation of Lat 0, probably 
the result of Alb u before a syllable containing 7. 


Zgjyrë ‘rust’ @ Lat scoria ‘dross, slag’. 


1.2.4.9. The most recent layer of Latin borrowings reflects Lat 6 
exactly as short Lat o (see 1.2.3.8). Stressed Lat o gives Alb o: 


Kurorë ~ kunorë ‘crown’ © Lat corona id. 

mërkosh “man lying in wife's bed after childbirth and receiving 
visitors; lover’ € Rom *maricosus “husband-like”. 

rrobull “mountain pine’ © Lat robur ‘oak’ with a dissimilation of 
sonorants. 

shëndosh ‘healthy’ @ Rom *sanitosus id. 

Shqopë ‘briar’ € Lat scopa ‘twig, branch’ (with secondary -g-). 


Unstressed Lat dis reflected as u, cf. the following examples: 


dhuroj ‘to make a present’ © Lat donare id. 

Kujtoj ‘to remember, to think’ © Lat cogitare id. 

kulloj ‘to sieve, to sift, to filter’ <= Lat co/are ‘to filter, to strain’. 

ushtoj ‘to sound, to shout’ € Lat Oscitare “to shout, to open mouth, 
to yawn’. 


1.2.4.10. In anlaut before nasals Lat o yields Alb ua ~ ue: 


dragua ~ dra(n)gue ‘dragon’ © Rom *dranconem, a modification of 
Lat draconem id. 

fajkua ~ fajkue ‘falcon’ € Lat falconem id. 

ftua ~ ftue ‘quince’ @ Rom *cotoneum id., namely, ‘Cydonian 
apple’. 

kapua ~ kapue ‘rooster’ € Lat caponem ‘capon’. 


Under uncertain conditions (after 77), we also find ye: 
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arsye ‘reason, understanding’ € rationem id. 


1.2.4.11. The history of Lat 7in Albanian is identical with that of short 
Lat 7 (see 1.2.3.9-10). In most cases, it gives Alb 7. 


cimké ‘bug’ © Lat cimicem id. 

fshikë ‘blister, bubble, bladder, bruise’ € Lat vesica ‘bladder’. 
Zé “hip, side’ © Lat pl. 7/ia ‘groin, flank’. 

lil ‘lily’ © Lat [nium id. 

mik ‘friend’ 4 Lat amicus id. 

shpirt ‘soul, spirit 4 Lat spiritus id. 


On the other hand, in several words borrowed at another stage of 
contacts we find Alb eas a reflex of 7: 


gjer ‘dormouse’ © Lat glirem id. 

prevé ‘open way, track, ford’ © Lat privum (iter) “private (road, 
passage)’. 

shoretké “hole of a honeycomb’ < *shorteké = Rom “sortica 
‘outlet’ derived from *sortire ‘to go out’. 


1.2.4.12. Early loanwords with Lat @ reflect a change to y: 


brymë ‘frost’ @ Lat britma ‘cold, frost’. 

Fryt ‘fruit’ & Lat früctus id. 

Fytyrë ‘face’ © Lat factüra ‘formation, creature’. 

latyré ‘rinse-water’ © Rom */avatira from Lat /avare ‘to wash’. 
myll ‘mule’ & Lat mizlus id. 

natyrë ‘nature’ © Lat natura id. 


In later loanwords, Lat i is rendered as Alb u, cf. the following 
examples: 


duroj ‘to be patient’ © Lat dirare id. 

Kérruté ‘ewe with horns’ © Lat fem. adj. cornüta ‘horned’. 

kukuté ‘fennel’ © Lat cicitta id. 

nuse ‘bride, young woman, younger daughter-in-law’ = Rom 
*nüptia, a local variant of Lat nüpta ‘married woman, wife, 
bride’. 

rrugë ‘street’ & Lat rüga ‘wrinkle’. 
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rrushkull ‘a kind of thorny plant © Rom "rüsculus, derivative of 
Lat rüscus ‘butcher’ s-broom’. 


1.2.5. Latin diphthongs 


1.2.5.0. The only diphthong that existed in Latin and early Romance at 
the times of Albanian-Latin contacts was au. Other diphthongs (though 
we do not have examples for oe) had already become monophthongs, 
see 1.2.5.2. 


1.2.5.1. Lat au shared the fate of EPA "au and was rendered as Alb a 


ar ‘gold’ © Lat aurum id. 

gaz ‘joy, laughter’ € Lat gaudium ‘joy’. 

lar ‘laurel’ & Lat /aurus id. 

pak ‘a little, few’ © Lat paucus ‘few, little”. 

shkagoj ‘to refuse, to decline’ «& Lat excaudicare ‘to uproot, to 
eradicate‘. 


Unstressed au was reduced to & which was, then, labialized to zu under 
the influence of the preceding syllable: 


késhyre “mountain path, path in the ravine’ © Lat c/ausüra ‘lock, 
bar, bolt; castle, fort”. 

Shurukoj “to thunder, to make noise’ 3 Rom *subraucare ‘to make 
hoarse’, cf. Ital dial. surragare. 


Later loanwords borrowed at the time when EPA "au had already 
become *areflect Lat au as *av af unstressed év> rv: 


kafshë ‘animal, thing’ € Lat causa ‘cause’. 
lifqer, lifqar ‘waterfall’ & Rom */avcarum < Lat lavacrum ‘bath’ 
(with -7- « -é-). 


1.2.5.2. Lat ae coincided with short e (in open Rom Ze) long before the 
beginning of Albano-Romanian contacts. Its reflection is identical to 
that of Lat e 


grek ‘Greek’ © Lat graecus id. 
pre ‘prey, booty, plunder’ © Lat praeda id. 
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qiell ‘sky, heaven’ © Lat caelum id. 
shekull ‘age’ © Lat saeculum id. 


1.2.6. Positional changes of vowels in Latin loanwords 


1.2.6.0. As noted above, the phonetic adaptation of Latin words in 
Albanian is of considerable importance for the history of the Albanian 
vocalism. Several important phonetic changes of positional nature are 
described below, some of them being characteristic exclusively of Latin 
loanwords. 


Literature: JOKL /F XXXVII 111 (prothetic v- in non-Latin words); 
DESNICKAJA VJa 1976/3 39 (prothetic v-); SyTOV Probl. rek. 45 
(prothetic v- in vere). 


1.2.6.1. Latin vowels divided by v, or any other consonant which 
dropped in Late Proto-Albanian, depended upon the quality of both 
vowels. If the second vowel was a, the result of contraction was 
identical with the first vowel of the group. 


arnoj ‘to mend, to repair’ € Lat renovare “to renew’. 

arrij ‘to come, to arrive’ & Rom “arrivare id. 

blej ‘to buy’ © Rom “ablevare ‘to lift up, to relieve (from). 
felë ‘honeycomb’ © Rom *favalia, cf. Ital fare id. 


If the second syllable was 7, the group was reflected as Alb y: 


gjykoj ‘to judge, to try’ © Lat jadicare id. 

nytëroj ‘to murmur, to whisper’ © Lat reiterāre “to repeat’. 
pylké ‘wedge; end of an axe-handle’ € Lat pavicula ‘rammer’. 
qytet ‘city’ © Lat civitate (m) id. 


1.2.6.2. While in inlaut, Lat o was substituted (at different epochs) by o 
or u. Initially, it became LPA “ze: 


verbër ~ verb ‘blind’ € Lat orbus id. 
vepër ‘work’ € Lat opera id. 


Later, initial Lat o was substituted by Tosk va~ Geg vo (OGeg ve) as in 
the following cases: 
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vaj voj ‘oil’ @ Lat oleum id. 

vartér ~ vorfén ‘poor’ 4 Lat orphanus ‘orphan’. 
voshtër (Geg) ‘Ligustrum vulgare’ © Lat ó/easter id. 
ve~ vo ‘egg’ < *vae~ voe @ Lat Ovum ‘egg’. 


Loanwords from other languages that penetrated Albanian during the 
same period were treated likewise: 


vadhé ~ vodhë ‘sorb-apple’ © Gk otn id. 
vatër ~ votér ‘hearth, fireplace’ © Iran dial. *otar- < Iran “atar-, cf. 
Av atar- ‘fire’. 


1.2.6.3. In groups -on- and -om- the Latin vowel was always rendered 
as Alb u while the sonorant was only preserved if it was the first 
element of a cluster including an occlusive (normally, nfor nc): 


krushk 'bride's man, unmarried relative” < "*kushk(&)r © Lat 
consocer ‘father-in-law’. 

kundër ‘against’ € Lat contra id. 

kungoj ‘to communicate’ = Lat comminicare id. 

kushull ‘consul’ € Lat consulem id. 

kuvend ‘speech; council, meeting © Lat conventus ‘meeting, 
assembly’. 

rrufe ‘lightning’ © Lat romphaea ‘long sword’, adaptation of Gk 
poudato id. 


Later, this group was rendered as é: 
këshill ‘council’ © Lat consilium id. 
1.2.7. Vowels in Slavic loanwords 


1.2.7.0. The majority of Slavic loanwords in Albanian belong to a 
relatively late period (presumably, after the VIII century CE) and 
reflect fully developed South Slavic dialects with such advanced 
phonetic features as denasalized e and o, lost weak “jers”, fully 
vocalized strong “jers”, metathesized groups of vowels with liquids and 
the like. 
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However, there also exists a limited group of loanwords (belonging to 
the VI - VIII centuries) reflecting some of the more archaic phonetic 
phenomena of Slavic. They are described below. It is important for the 
relative chronology of the Albanian vocalism that Slavic loanwords 
bear no traces of diphthongization of e. 


1.2.7.1. Several Slavic loanwords reflect unstressed Slav *o as Alb a, 
just like in other neighboring languages that borrowed from Slavic after 
the Southern migrations and expansions of Slavs (cf. Slav “slovëne 
‘Slavs’ > Gk ZkhaBnyvoi id.). 


bagéti ~ bakti ‘domestic animal, (head of) cattle’, based on *bagét 
@ Slav *bogats ‘rich’. 

kacubé ‘bush’ © Slav *kocubs/*kocuba ‘crest, tuft’. 

karrup ‘fish-trap’ © Slav “korups id. attested in Bulg korup. 

karruté ‘fermenter’ © Slav *koryto ‘trough’. 

matukë ‘mattock, hoe’ 4 Slav *motyka id. 

ragal ‘kennel’ & Slav *rogals ‘corner’. 


Slav *o appears as Alb ë in one example, likely due to vowel 
assimilation: 


pëzëj ~ pugáj ‘to make dirty, to soil’ © Slav “poganiti id. 


We also find two interesting cases of Slav “a (originally, a long vowel) 
reflected as EPA "a o: 


Kos ‘yogurt, clotted curds’ © Slav “kvass ‘sour substance”. 
vorbë ‘clay pot’ © Slav *vareba ‘cooking’. 


1.2.7.2. In early loanwords, Slav “yg *g is rendered as Alb o 


bushtër ‘raging, wild’ © Slav *bystrz, fem. *bystra ‘quick’. 
karruté ‘fermenter’ 4 Slav *koryto ‘trough’. 

kulé “hernia” © Slav *kyla id. 

llukë ‘lime-tree’ © Slav */yko ‘bast’. 

matukë ‘mattock, hoe’ 4 Slav *motyka id. 

posullë ‘bill, slip, note, letter’ = Slav *posyla. 

purré ‘hot ashes’ € Slav *pyr’s id. 
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Slavic “jers” “2 and *z (old short “7 and “u) are reflected as 7 and u 
correspondingly, cf. the following examples: 


muzg ‘dusk’ © Slav *mzzga ‘rainy weather’. 

opingé ‘sandal’ © Slav “ob(5)psnzke ‘sandal, shoe’, cf. SCr 
opanak. 

trishe ‘shooting, sprout’ © Slav “tasa ‘grape, stalk’, cf. SCr trs. 


1.2.7.3. Groups TerT, TorT and TolT are preserved in early Slavic 
loanwords but o changes to Alb aas indicated above: 


argitë ‘rod (for basket weaving) © Slav *orkyta ‘broom (plant), 
kind of willow’. 

çerdhe ‘nest’ © Slav *cerda ‘row, herd, flock’. 

daltë ‘chisel’ © Slav *dolbto id. 

shark ‘woolen cloak; green skin of nuts’ © Slav *sorka ‘shirt’. 

vallkua ~ vallkue ‘fish trap’ © Slav pl. *volkove ‘objects that can 
be dragged or carried, nets’. 


Occasionally, 7orT was rendered as an unusual South Slavic 
“polnoglasie” -ara-: 


harabel ‘sparrow’ 4 Slav *vorbsls id. 
karavelé “small round bread’ < *karavalé © Slav “korvaje ‘round 
bread’. 


In two cases, *-or- is reflected as -ro-. One of them seems to reflect a 
standard Old Church Slavic development of anlauting *or-: 


rob ‘serf, prisoner’ © Slav *orbz id. 
The second word is much more complicated and seems to reflect an 
unattested Slavic dialect in the Balkans insofar as all South Slavic 


languages developed -ra- here: 


groshë ‘bean, lentil’ & Slav *gorss, an adjective derived from 
*gorxh ‘pea’. 


1.2.7.4. Groups of “jers” followed by liquids in early Slavic loanwords 
are all represented as -u/- and -ur-, cf. the following examples: 
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bullog ‘dragon’s dwelling’ © *barlogs < Slav “berloge “den, 
dwelling’. 

grusht ‘fist’ © Slav *ezrste ‘handful, hand’. 

kulbë ‘kind of freshwater fish’ € Slav *kslba ~ *k»lb» id., cf. Pol 
kielb, Rus kolba. 

vurkollak ‘vampire’ 4 Slav *valkodlaks ‘werwolf, vampire’. 


In one word, however, we find a different phonetic development 
reflecting a dialectal source very close to Old Church Slavic: 


treg ‘market’ © *trpgp (OCS trego) < Slav "fzrgz id. 


1.2.7.5. In several cases, nasal vowels of Slavic loanwords are 
transformed into Albanian groups vowel + nasal sonorant. 


lëndinë “untilled land, fallow field, grassland’ € Slav */edina id. 

orendi ‘equipment, utensils’ € Slav *orodzje id. 

pendar ‘watchman’ © Slav “podare id. 

porend ‘thorn-hedge’ € Slav *poreds ‘order, row’. 

sembér ‘two peasants using the same pair of oxen or having 
common cattle’ 4 Slav *sebrz ‘neighbor, comrade, peasant’. 


However, this substitution is not directly related to the chronology of 
borrowing since in many contemporary South Slavic (Bulgarian- 
Macedonian) dialects similar reflexes are found. An early date of 
borrowing is more probable when the vowel in Late Proto-Albanian is 
*4 or “u. Such groups may reflect early Slavic or South Slavic groups 
Zon or *zn, cf. the following examples: 


kënd ~ kand ‘corner, angle’ © Slav “kore id. 

sundoj ‘to rule’ 4 Slav *sediti ‘to judge’. 

tangé ‘resentment, prejudice, damnation’ © Slav “toga ‘grief’. 
zhumbiné ‘gum’ © Slav *zobina id. 


Other considerations (the development of Slav ^C) prove that two 
words with o replacing Slav *g must be quite archaic, cf.: 


porosit ‘to order, to demand’ © Slav *porociti id. 
sodit ‘to observe’ 4 Slav “soditi ‘to judge’ (cf. sundoj above). 


PHONOLOGY 41 


1.2.7.6. Two positional changes in early Slavic loanwords deserve 
special attention. 


Even though we have only one reliable example, there seems to be a 
special treatment of initial u-, which is rendered as vo-: 


vobekté ‘poor’ € Slav *ubogz id. 
All groups having a structure - Vy V- yield ua ~ ue: 


buall ~ buell ‘buffalo’ 4 Slav *byvols id. 

gatuaj ~ gatuej ‘make ready, prepare’ & Slav *gotovati, *gotoviti 
“make ready, prepare’. 

patkua ~ patkue ‘horseshoe’ © Slav *podzkovz id. 

përrua ~ pérrue ‘brook; river-bed’ © Slav *porovs ~ “parove, cf. 
Pol parów ‘ravine’, name of a source in Greece TlopéBoc. 

torua ~ torue ‘trace; secret path’ € Slav pl. *torove ‘paths, traces’. 

vallkua ~ vallkue ‘fish-trap’ © Slav pl. *volkove ‘objects that can 
be dragged or carried, nets’. 

virua ~ virue ‘brook, rivulet?’ © Slav pl. *virove of *virz 
‘whirlpool, water-pit’. 


In one case, the same development is attested for a group with *-7- in the 
middle: 


zabua ~ zabue ‘linch-pin’ © Slav *zabojs. 


1.3. Sonorants 


1.3.0. The harmonious structure of Indo-European sonorants with their 
opposition of syllabic and asyllabic functions had been completely 
destroyed already in Early Proto-Albanian because of the development 
of original syllabic sonorants. 


1.3.1. Syllabic sonorants 


1.3.1.0. The history of syllabic sonorants in Albanian is relatively clear 
but quite contradictory as far as the areal characteristics of Albanian are 
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concerned. In its treatment of nasal and liquid sonorants Albanian dis- 
plays features proper to two separate groups of Indo-European dialects. 


Literature: MEYER Ab. St. III 42 ( *p ën), 78 GR, Ri< *R); 
PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI 333 (*n> 1); FAY JF XXXII 331 (contra 
PEDERSEN); JOKL Reallex. Vorgesch. 191 (uR, Ru< “R), LKUBA 231 
Gr, ur from “ar, rrfrom 17), 286 (“nx én), Sprache IX/2 120-121 GR, 
Ri< *R but ar< *r); VASMER Alb. VVortforsch. 39-41 (*m and “nx 
a); MANN Language XVII 13-14 (uR, Ru « *R), 21 (“nx én), Hist. Gr. 
36-37 (*R > IR, uR but Rr, Ry before labials; “Nx EN ~ aN); BARIĆ 
Ist. 23 (follows VASMER); ÇABEJ Hyrje 147 (“nx un), St. IIl 145, IV 
212 (against žr > ri); KALUZSKAJA, OREL Antic. balk. 3 28-30, SBJa 
Kontakty 17-19 (timbre zin short and timbre u in long syllabic 
sonorants), 21-22 (follow V ASMER). 


1.3.1.1. Both nasal sonorants, *m and *p, yielded EPA za The latter 
was preserved as Alb a. Cf. the following examples: 


avull ‘steam, vapor’ < EPA “abula continuing “nbh(u)lo-, close to 
OHG nebul ‘fog’, OS nifol< Gmc *nebulaz. 

gaté ‘heron’ < EPA “gatë < IE “Shnta, a variant of IE *ghan-s- 
‘goose’, cf. Gmc *ganta< IE “Shand-. 

gjatë ‘long’? < EPA “dlata < IE “dingh-to- IE *(d)longho- id. (Lat 
longus, Goth /aggs). 

mat ‘bank, shore’ < EPA *mata< *mnto-: Lat mons “mountain”. 

Shtatë ‘seven’ < EPA *septati- derived from IE *septm id. (Skt 
saptá-, Gk eta, Lat septem). 


The vocalization of nasal sonorants preceded the development of 
unvoiced occlusives after sonorants to (m)b, okt ole 


1.3.1.2. In several cases, EPA *a< IE *m, “7 was raised to e as demon- 
strated by the following words: 


e- privative prefix ‘non-, un-' (in egjëll ‘on an empty stomach’ and 
esëllid.) < EPA *a- « IE *n-. 

lehtë ‘light (adj. < PAlb */aga< IE */ng‘h- (Skt raghu- ‘hastening’, 
laghi- ‘light’, Gk &Aotyuc id., Lat Jevis id.). 

thek ‘to roast, to toast (bread) < EPA *tsaka < IE*knk- cf. Gk 
KËykEI” meivę&, Kaykopëvne” Enpac TË dopo (Hes), 
modukayknc ‘burning strongly’ (Hom.). 

zet ‘twenty’ < EPA *w(r)dzati < IE “uikmti id. (Skt vie, Gk 
elkoot, Lat viginti). 
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1.3.1.3. The history of syllabic liquid sonorants is extremely com- 
plicated. Already in Early Proto-Albanian they had changed to fully 
vocalized groups: IE */> EPA “and *u/, and IE *r> EPA "rand “ur. 
Later, in some cases, the new groups were metathesized (see below). 
The distribution between palatal and labial variants has been consider- 
ably obscured by various secondary processes. However, some im- 
portant factors that influenced the distribution between */R or *uR can 
be established. 


EPA "7R appears before consonantal clusters as in the following 
examples: 


birë ‘hole’ < EPA *birja < IE *bher- (Lat foro “to bore, to pierce’, 
OHG boron id.). 

drithë ‘grain’ < EPA “dritsa < IE “ghrzd- ‘barley’ (Lat hordeum, 
ORG gersta). 

dritë ‘light, lustre, pupil (of an eye)” < EPA “drikta < IE *derk- ‘to 
look’. 

drizé “blackthorn, sloe’ < EPA *dridzja < IE *dergh- “to hold, to be 
firm’ (Skt drhyati ‘to be firm’, Slav *dsrZati to hold’ < 
“derzjati and, in particular, “derza > Russ dereza ‘kind of 
thorny plant’). 

grij ~ grij ‘to cut into pieces, to gnaw, to eat away’ < EPA “grinja < 
IE *ger- ‘to swallow’ (Skt gzrát Arm eker, Lat voro, Lith 
geriu, gérti ‘to drink’, Slav *Zerti). 

pirë ‘pore’ < EPA “pirja: Gk melpco ‘to bore’, Slav “perjo id. 

rris ‘to pull up, to move up, to increase, to grow’ < EPA *writja < 
IE *uert- ‘to turn’ (Skt vartate, Lat verto, Goth wairpan “to 
become’). 

shtrij ‘to spread, to stretch’ < EPA *strinja: Skt strnáti ‘to spread, to 
scatter’, Gk OTOPVULI ‘to spread, to stretch’, Lat sferno id. 


The same rule applies to two words with a secondary development of -7- 
into -e- (see also below): 


grellë ‘deep place” < EPA *gritla: Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus 
gurcle ‘throat’, Slav *ezrdlo id., cf. also *Zerdlo ‘river-bed; 
opening’. 

grerë ~ grenzé ‘wasp, hornet’ < *grisna: Lat crabro ‘hornet’, OHG 
horna31d., Lith sirsudid., Slav *sersens id. 
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1.3.1.4. EPA “UR also reflects Indo-European liquid sonorants when 
followed by *-/- or *-7- in the next syllable: 


birq ‘heap, heap of sand, sand-dune’ < EPA “birkr. Slav *barks 
‘moustache, hair, trunk’. 

krimb ~ krym ‘worm’ < EPA *krim- (with unexplained Geg y) < 
TE “Krmi- id. (Skt kont, Lith kirmis). 

ri ‘new, young, recent’ < EPA “Tija, derivative of IE *er- ~ *or- ‘to 
rise, to make move’, cf. ON grr ‘quick’, OS aru id. 

rrime ‘rain-worm’ < EPA *wrimi < IE*urmi- *urmo- ‘worm’ (Lat 
vermis id., Goth vvatirms ‘worm, snake’, Lith vafmas ‘insect’ ). 


There are some cases in which there are no obvious traces of *-7-: 


rribë ‘gale, wind, waterfall, torrent < EPA *wrib(i) < IE *uerb(h)- 
*to turn, to bend'. 
thirr ‘soot’ derived from EPA *tsirw(1): Lith sifvas ‘gray’. 


1.3.1.5. In all other positions, Indo-European liquid sonorants yielded 
EPA *uR: 


grurë ~ gruné ‘wheat? < EPA “gruna < IE *érnom ‘grain’ (Lat 
granum, Olr grán, Goth kaurn, Lith Zirnis, Slav *zerno). 

kulpér ~ kulpén ‘ivy, clematis’ < EPA *ku/pa: Lith kilpa ‘loop’, 
Latv cilpa id. 

hudhër ‘garlic’ < EPA *skurda: Gk okopodov id. 

murg ‘dark, grey’ < EPA *murga. Lith margas ‘multicolored’, 
mirguoti ‘to sparkle, to shine’, Latv mirga ‘gleam’, murgs 
"fantastic image’. 

ndulkem ‘to ripen’ < EPA *en-tulka: Lith telkiù, telkti ‘to gather, to 
bring together’, Slav "re/Kti “to beat, to pound’. 

ujk ‘wolf? < EPA *(wjulka < IE *u/K'osid. (Skt vrka-, Gk Xukoc, Lat 
lupus, Goth wulfs). 

ulzé ‘kind of maple’ derived from EPA "uma < IE */mo- ‘elm’ (Lat 
ulmus, ON almr, Olr lem. 


1.3.1.6. In four cases the żin -r/- has been replaced by e: 
grellë “deep place” < EPA "*eritia: Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus 


gurcie ‘throat’, Slav *ezrdlo id., cf. also *Zerdlo ‘river-bed; 
opening’. 
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grerë ~ grenzë ‘wasp, hornet’ < EPA *erisna: Lat crabro ‘hornet’, 
OHG orna 1d., Lith sirsudid., Slav *sersens id. 
dreeë ‘scab’ < EPA *driga: West Gmc “targjan ‘to pull, to stir’, 
Slav “dergati “to pull, to tug’, Lith dirginti ‘to move, to irritate’. 
drekë ‘lunch, dinner, midday meal’ < EPA “drika < IE *drk’a close 
to Bret dibri ‘lunch’, OBret diprim “to eat’. 


The phonetic conditions of this change remain uncertain. 


1.3.1.7. In half of the known words reflecting Indo-European liquid 
sonorants, the resulting Early Proto-Albanian groups were metathesized 
(except for EPA "7/. There is no definite phonetic factor which can 
explain this phenomenon. The situation is illustrated by the following 
contrastive pairs. 

I ri 


thirr ‘soot’ < EPA *tsirwr: Lith sifvas ‘gray’. 
trim “hero, brave, courageous’ < EPA “trima < IE *trmo-, cf. Arm 
tarm ‘young, fresh, green’. 


ur ~ ru 


purth ‘diarrhoea’, derived from EPA “purvva: Lith pufvas ‘filth, 
dirt’, Latv purvs ‘swamp, marsh”. 

brumë ‘dough’ < EPA "bruma: Gmc *barma ‘yeast’ and Lat 
fermentum ‘leaven, yeast’. 


ul~ lu 


kulpér ~ kulpén ‘ivy, clematis’ < EPA *kulpa: Lith kilpa ‘loop’, 
Latv cilpa id. 

gjuhë ‘tongue, language’ < EPA *g/uxa: the Indo-European 
dialectal word for ‘sound’ “golso- (ON kall ‘shout’, Lith galsas 
‘echo’, Slav *golsz ‘voice’ ). 


1.3.2. Asyllabic sonorants 


1.3.2.0. Asyllabic sonorants were well preserved in Proto-Albanian, 
though some of them underwent serious changes during later stages of 
phonetic development. For positional changes of asyllabic sonorants see 
1.4.6. 
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Literature: MEYER A/b. ar III 38-39, WEIGAND BA III 218-222 
(Rumanian rhotacism resulting from Albanian influence), PEDERSEN 
BUSHT XIV /3 228 (-m> -mb), HAMP KZLXXVI 135 (*r > re before 
long “a), LXXVII 252-253 (same), IF LXVI/1 51-52; MANN Lan- 
guage XVII 12-23, MINSHALL Language XXXII 627-632 (develop- 
ment of */in clusters with laryngeals in Albanian); ÇABEJ BSAKSA 1/3 
37-59 QE "7- > Alb z-), XV/4 54 (expressive rr < *r), ZfPhonetik 
IX/3 203-229 (on IE "zin Albanian), RSAk 1964/1 7-9 (cluster -mb < 
*m), St. Il 131-136, 139; OREL FLA VIII/1-2 37-50 QE * in 
Albanian). 


1.3.2.1. IE “7 remained unchanged in Early Proto-Albanian, for which 
we reconstruct EPA 7^7. However, its further history is quite complicated. 


In most cases (before EPA “a, “e and ^o), it yielded gjin anlaut as cor- 
roborated by several reliable examples: 


gjem ‘bridle’ < EPA "ema: Skt yáma- id. 

gjer ‘till’ < EPA *(a)jerz Gk fp < Dep “early” further relater to 
Gmc "airiz ‘before, ere’ (Goth air, ON ar) and Av ayar ‘day’. 

gjesh “to knead’ < EPA *jesja: Skt yasyati ‘to boil’, Gk Ceca ‘to boil, 
to cook’. 

gjër ‘soup’ (Tosk) < EPA *jausna: Skt neut. yüs ‘soup’, Lat iis id., 
Lith jasë ‘fish soup’. 

gjuaj ~ gjuej to hunt’ < EPA *j6gnja. OHG jagon ‘to hunt’. 

ngjesh ‘to gird’ < EPA “en-josa. Av yáphayeiti id., Gk Codvvurt id., 
Lith juosti id., Slav *jasati ‘to tear clothes’ <*‘to tear into 
bands’, *po-jasz ‘belt’, 


Before EPA “Zand “u, EPA "7 was preserved as Alb 7 


a-jo ‘she; that < EPA “a-ja < IE "ja id., fem. sg. of *so-. 

Josh ‘to curl, to fondle, to caress’ < EPA "jaudsja < IE “reudh- (Skt 
yudhyate ‘to fight, to struggle’, Toch A yutk- ‘to take care of, to 
trouble about’, Lith jaudinti “to excite, to arouse’). 

Ju “you” < EPA “ju (with secondary short *u): Lith jës id., Goth jus 
id., Gk upeic id., Skt acc. yusmën id. 


1.3.2.2. In the inlaut, EPA “7 was lost after front vowels, cf. the follow- 
ing examples: 


di “to know’ < EPA “dija < IE*dheja- (Skt dhyati, dhyayati ‘to ob- 
serve, to feel, to think”, Av dā(ti)- “to see’). 

fle ~ Hë ‘to sleep’ < EPA *awa-leja: Slav *léjo, “IGjati ‘to doze, to 
slumber’. 
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ri ‘new, young, recent’ < EPA “Tija, derivative of IE *er- ~ *or- ‘to 
rise, to make move’, cf. ON grr ‘quick’, OS aru id. 

shi ‘rain’ < EPA *süja (with irregular development of the initial 
Ks) < IE *sü- ‘rain; to rain’ (Gk vel, Toch A swase, Toch B 
svvese ‘rain’, sū- “to rain’, OPrus suge ‘rain’ = [süje]). 


1.3.2.3. After all other vowels, medial “7 gave Alb A (Geg fin the 
auslaut of most verbs): 


bahe ‘sling’ < EPA *baja etymologically close to Slav “bojë ‘fight’; 
to IE *bher- ‘to strike, to beat”. 

ftoh ~ ftof “to cool, to make cold’ < EPA *awa-taja < IE *ta- ‘to 
melt’ (Slav *tajo, “tajati, Osset tajyn). 

ngroh ‘to warm’ < EPA *en-graja. Slav *gréjo, “grëti id. 

pah ‘scab, dus < EPA *pauja < IE*peu- ‘to blow up”, cf., in 
particular, Arm hogi ‘breath’ < IE *pouro-. 

shtrohé ~ shtrofé ‘kennel’ < EPA *straja: Latv straja ‘stall covered 
with straw’, Slav *stroje “construction”. 

vehte ‘self < EPA *swaja (with a secondary suffix -t-) < IE *suoios 
‘own’ (Slav “svoje, OPrus swais). 


An important exception could be presented by a new etymology of the 
following word (DEMIRAJ AF 127): 


dej “the day after tomorrow’ < EPA “dajau continuing IE loc. dual 
*duor-ous. 


However, a better explanation can be given, interpreting dej as EPA 
“dejvvei « *dejuer, with a specific development of the cluster *-u-. 


1.3.2.4. IE “u gave *w in Early Proto-Albanian. In anlaut, this sound 
yielded Alb v: 


veré ~ venë f ‘wine’ < EPA *waind cognate with Gk oivn ‘vine’, 
oivoc ‘wine’, Lat vinum ‘wine’, Arm gini id. 

vesh ‘to put on (clothes) < EPA *wesja < IE *ues- (Skt vaste ‘to 
wear, to be dressed in’, Gk €vvuut “to dress”). 

vjedh “to steal’ < EPA *wedza < IE*uegh- (Skt vadhati “to drive’, 
Lat veho ‘to bear, to carry’, Goth gawigan ‘to steal’). 

vjel ‘to pluck (fruit), to vintage’ < EPA *wela: Gk Sea ‘to shut in, 
to press’, Lith su-valyti ‘to harvest, to reap’. 

vjell ‘to vomit’ < EPA *welwa: Lat volvo ‘to turn’. 

vjerr ‘to hang’ < EPA “vyera: Gk aeipoo ‘to raise up’, Lith veriu, 
verti ‘to weigh’, sveriu, svefti ‘to open, to thread”. 
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In anlaut, IE *vo- > EPA *wa- becomes u-: 


udhé ‘way’ < EPA *wada < IE*uedh- ‘to beat, to break’ (cf. Slav 
*trepati ‘to beat’ ~ *tropa ‘path’ ), or IE “uegh- ‘way’. 

ul ‘to lower’ < EPA *wala < IE “uel- (Gk e1Aco ‘to shut in, to press’, 
Lith va/yti ‘to clean’, is-valyti “to carry away’). 

unazë 'finger-ring, small iron ring’ derived from EPA *wanda: 
Arm gind ‘ring’, Goth bi-windan “to unwreathe’. 

uré ‘bridge’ < EPA *wara: ON vor ‘row of stones’, ver ‘dam’, Osc 
veru ‘door’. 

urë ‘burning log’ < EPA *wara: Arm varem ‘to kindle (fire)’, Hitt 
yar- ‘to burn’. 

uri ~ û ‘hunger’ < EPA *wana < IE*uen- ‘to want, to desire’ (Skt 
vanati, vanotiid., Lat venus ‘love’ ). 


1.3.2.5. The development of IE *ų surrounded by long vowels or 
diphthongs has been described above, see 1.1.4.6. When preceded by 
short EPA "a, Zu: was preserved as Alb v: 


avér ‘ice-floe’ < EPA “avvera « IE *auer-, *aued- “to make wet’. 

gravë ‘cave, den, lair? < EPA “gravi-: Lith griova, Latv grava 
‘ravine, precipitous valley’, OPrus grauwus ‘side’. 

vras ‘to kill’ < EPA *awa-rautja, derived from IE *reu- ‘to tear, to de- 
stroy” (Skt rutá- ‘broken’, Lat ruo “to fall down, to rush down’). 


Before unvoiced stops, *awa- is attested as f. By analogy, it also 
assumes this form in certain words before sonorants: 


flak ‘to throw, to fling’ < EPA *awa-laka, derived from IE "7e&- 
*Jok- to bend, to jump’ (MHG /ecken ‘to throw back, to spring’, 
Lith /ekiu, lëkti ‘to fly’, Latv /ékt ‘to spring, to jump’). 


In other cases *w was lost: 


dru ~ dri ‘tree; wood’ < EPA “druva: Slav “drevo ‘wood’, Skt 
dru-id., Av dru-id., Gk dpuc ‘tree, oak’. 

kri ~ kri ‘woodworm, moth’ < EPA *kriwi- < JE*k‘rui- (Slav 
*ChrVb ‘worm’ ). 

ve ‘widow’ < EPA *widewa: Skt vidhava id., Lat vidua id., Goth 
widuwo id. 


1.3.2.6. IE *m was preserved as EPA “mx Alb min all positions: 


dem “young bull’ < EPA “dama: Olr dam ‘ox’ and Gk dauoXoc 
‘calf’. 
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dimër ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena < IE “Sheimen- id. (Skt heman loc. 
‘in winter’, Gk xetuo ‘winter’). 

mardhë ‘chill, frost, ice’ < EPA *mardza: Slav *morz» ‘frost’. 

mi ‘mouse’ < EPA *mü(s) < IE*miis id. (Skt műs-, Gk pùc, Lat 
mis). 

motër ‘sister’ « EPA “mater < IE *mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 

mut ‘excrement? « EPA *mukta: Skt muktá- ‘released’, further cf. 
Skt muficáti ‘to loose, to free’, Lith mukti “to get free, to flee’. 


At the end of the word *m occasionally becomes mb: 


krimb ~ krym ‘worm’ < EPA *krim- (with unexplained Geg y) < 
TE *& rmr- id. (Skt kont, Lith kirmis). 

shkrumb ‘black ashes, anything burned to ashes’ < EPA *7s-kruma 
« IE “krem- (Lat cremo ‘to burn’). 

tremb ‘to frighten’ < EPA "trema: Toch A tarm- ‘to get angry’, Gk 
TPËHCI “to tremble (from fear)’, Lat tremo id. 


1.3.2.7. IE “n was preserved as EPA “7. In anlaut, it is continued by 
Alb z: 


natë ‘night’ < EPA *nakti- corresponding to IE *no&"t- id. (Skt 
nákt-, Gk vu, Lat nox). 

ne ‘we’ « EPA *no(s): Skt nas-, Av no, Lat nds id. 

nesër ‘tomorrow’ < EPA “natsor < IE* noK'tior (W neithiwr, 
neithwyr “last night’, Bret neizer, neizür id.). 

némé ~ namé ‘curse’ < EPA *nama < IE*nem- (Gk véuc ‘to 
distribute’, cf. véuscic ‘wrath’, Goth niman ‘to take’). 

nëntë ~ nand ‘nine’ < EPA *neunti- (with analogical change of *nf 
in Tosk) < IE *neum id. (Skt nva, Lat novem, Goth nun). 

nuk ‘not’ < EPA *nuka composed of “nu < IE “ne colored by the 
following labiovelar and *ka< *k’o-, a pronominal stem. 


1.3.2.8. Between two vowels EPA “77 was preserved in Geg as n but 
changed to Tosk r. This process is known as Tosk rhotacism. As 
demonstrated by Latin loanwords reflecting the same process, it took 
place after unstressed vowels: 


dimër ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena < IE “Sheimen- id. (Skt heman loc. 
‘in winter’, Gk xéipa ‘winter’). 

gjarpër ~ gjarpén ‘snake’ < EPA *serpena < IE*serp- ‘to crawl’ 
(Lat serpens ‘snake, serpent’, serpo ‘to crawl’). 

gjerë ~ gjanë ‘broad, wide’ < EPA *saina < IE *ser- ‘long, late’ (OE 
sid ‘long, wide’, Goth sezbus ‘late’, Olr sith ‘long’, Lat serus 
‘late’). 
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lërë ~ Ilané ‘forearm, ell’ < EPA “alena: Gk wWAÉVN ‘elbow’, Lat 
ulna, OHG elina. 

thëri ~ thëni ‘louse’ < EPA *tsanida: Gk Kovic “nit”, OHG Anizid. 

verë ~ venë f ‘wine’ < EPA *waind cognate with Gk oivn ‘vine’, 
oivoc ‘wine’, Lat vinum ‘wine’, Arm giniid. 


After stressed vowels *n was lost in Late Proto-Albanian: 


bli - bit “linden” < EPA *b/ing Lith blindis, blendis ‘Salix caprea’. 

dre ~ drê ‘deer’ < EPA *drani-: apavic [for 8p—]: tapos. 

gji— gji ‘breast, chest < EPA *sina: Lat sinus ‘curve, fold’. 

gju ~ gji ‘knee’ < EPA “gluna dissimilated from *g(a)nuna < 
IE *Senu- id. (Hitt genu, Skt janu-, Gk yovv, Lat genü). 

hu ~ hit ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA *skuna replacing earlier 
fskuja. Slav *xuje “penis”. 

tru ~ trû ‘brain’ < EPA “faruna: Skt tárupa- “young, tender’, Av 
tauruna- ‘young’, cf. also Gk réprv ‘tender’, vépu: acbevEc, 
Xerrtov (Hes.). 


1.3.2.9. IE */ yielded EPA “7. The latter is normally preserved as Alb / 
in anlaut. 


lashtë ‘old; early, premature (of fruit) < EPA */aus-ta: Goth Jaus 
‘empty, loose’. 

ledh ‘mud, alluvium, clay; wall, earth mound; river-mouth, balk’ < 
EPA */aida: OPrus /aydis ‘clay’. 

lé~ lá ‘to let? < EPA */aidna: Lith /étísti id., Latv Jager id. 

lodh ‘to tire, to weary’ < EPA */ada: Goth /etan ‘to let’, Gk Andelv' 
KOTIOV, Kekunkëvat (Hes.) and the like. 

lug ‘trough, water-trough, long gutter, pipe’ < EPA "/uga: Slav 
*/pga ‘spoon, blade’, */zZícaid. 

lus ‘to pray, to invoke, to beg’ < EPA */ugtja: Lith lirgoti ‘to ask, to 
pray’, Latv /udzu, Joer ‘to ask, to invite’, OHG /ockon ‘to lure, 
to entice’. 


In a few cases (belonging to the expressive vocabulary) we find initial 
II-: 


llukë ‘foul egg’ < EPA */uka < IE "Jeu(o)- ‘dirt’. 

llup ‘to gulp down, to swallow’ < EPA */upa: Skt Jumpáti ‘to break, 
to injure’, Lith Jon ‘to peel’, Latv /upt ‘to peel; to eat’, Slav 
“lupiti ‘to peel’. 


In one word, initial //- remains unexplained: 
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llërë ~ Ilané ‘forearm, ell’ < EPA “alena: Gk wWAÉVN ‘elbow’, Lat 
ulna, OHG elina. 


1.3.2.10. Between two vowels, EPA */originally yielded Alb JE 


ballë ‘forehead’ < EPA “hala: Skt bhāla-id., OPrus balloid. 

dhallë ‘buttermilk’ < EPA “dzala: Gk yoda id. 

hell ‘spear, spit? < EPA “skola: Gk oko3oc ‘pointed stake, thorn’. 

mëllenjë ‘blackbird? < EPA *melanja < IE fem. adj. “melonia 
‘black’ (Gk uëXatva id., cf. also Skt malind-, fem. malini ‘dirty, 
unclean, Latv me/ns ‘black’ ). 

sjell ‘to bring’ < EPA *tsela < IE *k*el- (Skt cdrati “to move, to 
walk’, Gk m£Àc ‘to come into existence, to become’, Lat colë 
‘to cultivate, to till’). 

vëlla ‘brother’ < EPA *swe-/auda, composite of pronominal IE *sue 
and */auda < IE*leudh- (OHG Aur ‘people’, Slav “Hud id.). 


Later, due to interdialectal influences and various analogical processes, 
it was sometimes replaced by -/-: 


bal ‘dog with a white spot on its forehead; white-haired’ < 
EPA *ba/a close to Lith bëlas ‘white’, Latv bà/s ‘pale’, Gk 
paños: Xeukoc (Hes.). 

pelë ‘mare’ < EPA *poula: Gk roc ‘foal’, Goth fula id. 


In Late Proto-Albanian, intervocalic */ changed to j if followed by a 
front vowel (only */?). This phonetic context typically is repeated in 
plurals of masculine nouns (ending in EPA *-ai> LPA *-7) with a stem 
ending in -//, cf. for example: 


avull: pl. avuj ‘steam, vapor’ 

buall~ buell: pl. buaj~ buej ‘buffalo’ 
dell: pl. dej ‘tendon’ 

diell. pl. diej ‘sun’ 

ehull: pl. ehuj ‘icicle’ 

nyell: pl. nyej ‘ankle, gnarl, knot’ 


In a few nouns // was restored in the plural as a result of analogy and 
changes in declension type: 


hiséll ~ hiséll: pl. hisëlla ~ hisëlla ‘burning nettle’ 
késhill: pl. këshilla ‘council’ 
ndryshkull: pl. ndryshkulla ‘boil, abscess’ 
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In feminine nouns where the plural was formed by the EPA ending “-as 
> LPA "a, final // was preserved: 


brushtull: pl. brushtulla ‘heather’ 

korbull: pl. korbulla ‘keg, cask, wooden pail’ 
mjegull: pl. mjegulla ‘cloud’ 

modhull: pl. modhulla “vetch, chickling, chick-pea” 
ndrikull: pl. ndrikulla “godmother; midwife’ 
nofull: pl. nofulla ‘jaw, jawbone, cheekbone’ 


EPA */also gives Alb /in consonantal clusters (unless they develop as 
described in 1.4.6 passim): 


blertë ‘green’ < EPA *blora < IE*bhloros (Lat florus ‘shining, 
bright’, Olr blár ‘gray’, W blawr id.). 

elb ‘barley’ < EPA *albi Gk okt ‘kind of grain’. 

ëmbël ~ ambël ‘sweet’ < EPA “amla: Skt amld- ‘sour’. 

gjalpë ‘butter’ < EPA *selpi-: Skt sarpis - ‘clarified butter’ (but cf. Gk 
éAttoc’ £Aatov, otéap, evënvia (Hes.), OHG salba ‘ointment’ ). 

mjaltë ‘honey’ < EPA *melita < IE *melit- id. (Hitt milit, Gk LENI, 
Goth milib id.). 


1.3.2.11. IE *r did not change in Early Proto-Albanian. In all positions 
EPA “ris reflected as Alb r or as Alb rr. In consonantal clusters we 
normally find r: 


brydh ‘weak, pliant, mild’ < EPA "brüdza: Lat früx ‘fruit’, Goth 
brukjan *to use'. 

çandër ‘prop, support’ < EPA "stsentra < IE *kentrom (Gk këvtpov 
‘goad, spur’, cf. also Latv sits ‘spear, lance’ < Balt *sintas). 

dru ‘tree; wood’ < EPA *druwa < IE *dru- id. (Slav *drsvo ‘wood’, 
Skt dru-id., Av dru-id., Gk 5puc ‘tree, oak’). 

dhëndër ~ dhandër ‘bridegroo~ son-in-law’ < EPA “dzanra < 
IE *$ener- ‘son-in-law’ (Lat gener). 

kredh ‘to plunge, to immerse, to steep, to smother, to bespatter’ < 
EPA “Kroda. Slav *krado, *krasti ‘to steal’, refl. *krado se, 
“krasti se ‘to sneak, to steal up, to approach unnoticed’. 

pjerdh “to far? < EPA “perda < IE*perd- id. (Skt pardate, Gk 
mepëonat, OHG ferzan, Lith përdëiu, përsti). 


1.3.2.12. The distribution of the two reflexes, r and rr, remains un- 
known. Words with rr are somewhat more numerous: 


barrë ‘load, burden’ < EPA “bara: Gk dopa ‘load’. 


PHONOLOGY 53 


hirrë ‘whey’ < EPA *ksira: Skt ksira- “milk”, Osset cexsir id. 

kérr ‘donkey, ass, foal; gray’ < EPA “Kara: Skt khdra- ‘donkey’, Av 
xaroid., Scyth *xara, Osset xereg id. 

rrek ‘to strain, to bother’ < EPA "raika Lith reika ‘need, 
necessity’, reikti ‘to be necessary” further explained in 

rrjedh ‘to flow’ < EPA *redza: Lat rigare “to wet, to moisten’, ON 
raki ‘wetness’. 

vjehërr ‘mother-in-law’ < EPA *swexura (with assimilation from 
expected *swetsura) < IE *sueKrü- (Skt svasrif- mother-in-law’, 
Lat socrus id.). 


Examples of EPA *r-» Alb rare also rather common: 


arë ‘field’ « EPA "ara: Latv ára id., Hitt arha- ‘border, area’, Lyd 
aara- farmstead, land”, Mess aran. 

bar ‘grass’ < EPA “bara: Lat far ‘sort of grain, spelt’, ON barr 
‘spelt’. 

farë ‘seed, semen, kin’ < EPA *spara < IE *sper- (Gk fem. otopa 
‘seed’, OTtlpcoo *to spill, to sow', OTEPLA “semen, seed‘). 

mirë ‘good’ < EPA *mira forming a separate isogloss with Slav 
“mirp (further to IE “mëz-: *mi- ‘mild, weak, nice’). 

rjep ‘to strip off (skin or bark), to tear off < EPA "repa < IE *rep- 
(Gk epëmtouo ‘to eat’, Lat rapid ‘to seize, to grasp’, Lith répti 
‘to grasp’). 

t-jetër ‘other’ < EPA *etera: Slav "eterz “some, somebody’. 


1.3.2.13. In the final position after *e, EPA *r was regularly lost as 
demonstrated by the following examples: 


bie ‘to bring’ < EPA “bera < IE*bher- ‘to bring, to carry’ (Skt 
bhárati, Gk Qepe). 

shtie ‘to pour in, to put in, to throw’ < EPA “sfera: Skt strpáti ‘to 
spread, to scatter', Gk OTOPVULI “to stretch, to spread’, Lat 
sterno ‘to spread’, Slav *stsro, *stertiid. 

zie ‘to boil, to cook’ id. < EPA *dZera < IE *g‘her- (Gk Beponat ‘to 
become hot, to warm, to burn’, Olr fogeir (he) warms’). 


However, r was analogically restored in several verbs, as in the follow- 
ing cases: 
çjerr ‘to tear up’ < EPA “*stsera: Olr scaraim ‘to separate’, ON 
skera ‘to cut’, Lith skrriu, skirti ‘to separate’. 
djerr ‘to destroy’ < EPA “dera: Skt drnáti ‘to burst, to tear’, Gk 
dépco “to skin’, Goth gafairan ‘to tear’. 
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1.3.3.0. Greek borrovvings contain only marginal information on the 
development of asyllabic sonorants. At the same time, Latin and early 
Slavic loanwords are rich with phonetically representative material 
which adds to our understanding of the Proto-Albanian development. For 
positional changes of asyllabic sonorants in Latin loanwords see 1.4.7. 


1.3.3.1. In the beginning of a word, Lat jis rendered as Alb gj. Cf. the 
following examples: 


gjuvengë ‘harlot’ & Lat adj. fem. juvenca ‘young’. 

gjykoj ‘to judge, to try’ € Lat judicare id. 

gjymtyrë ‘joint, limb’ © Lat junctira ‘juncture, joint”. 

ngjéroj ~ gjinonj ‘to try, to sample, to taste’ © Lat jëjinare “to fast’ 
(with a secondary prefix in Tosk). 

zgjua ~ zgjue *bee-hive' © Lat janua ‘door, entrance’ (with a new 
prefix Z-). 


In the middle of the word Lat -j- is either retained as Alb -j- or dropped. 
However, the material is simply too limited for us to obtain a clearer 
picture. The following words can be adduced: 


maj ‘May’ € Lat Majus id. 
taftar ‘funnel’ & Rom frrarectarium id. for Lat traiectorium id. 


The loss of intervocalic -/- may be characteristic of the chronological 
stage where the change -ct- > -ft- took place. 


1.3.3.2. In the beginning of a word, Lat v is always preserved in Alb v: 


va ‘ford’ © Lat vadum id. 

vjershë ‘poem’ © Lat versus ‘verse’. 

vjetër ‘old’ © Lat veterem id. 

vrer ~ véner ‘gall, bile’ € Lat venenum ‘potion, poison’. 
vullnet ‘wil? € Lat voluntatem id. 

vrigull ‘flap, lobe’ Lat verriculum ‘seine’. 


The result is the same for words resulting from later univerbation (if v- 
was in the beginning of a lexeme in Latin): 


préndveré ~ prandveré ‘spring’ = Rom “prima vēra (> Ital 
primavera, Rum primavarë). 
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If Lat vis followed by a group vowel + nasal sonorant, it yields Alb o 


1.3. 


ménjill ‘vigil; fas? & Rom *vingilia, cf. Lat vigilia ‘vigil’. 
méshiké ‘bubble, blister, bladder’ = Rom *vénsica for Lat vesica 
‘bladder’. 


3.3. In inlaut, Lat v was only preserved after u: 


gjuvengë ‘harlot’ & Lat adj. fem. juvenca ‘young’. 


It was lost after other vowels: 


1.3 


latyré ‘rinse-water’ © Rom "/avàtüra from Lat /avare ‘to wash’. 

noshtër ‘sprout, young plant, sapling’ @ Rom “ndvaster > Ital dial. 
novastro id. 

Shijë ‘taste’ = Rom *suavilia, based on Lat suavis ‘sweet’. 

shqa ‘Bulgarian’ (Geg) € Lat sclavus ‘Slav’. 

ulli ~ ulli ‘olive (tree)’ o Lat o/rvus ‘olive tree’. 

vuaj ~ vuej ‘to suffer’ © Lat vivere ‘to live, to survive’. 


.3.4. Lat m has been preserved in all phonetic contexts: 


famull ‘godchild’ © Lat famulus ‘servant, attendant’. 

kulm ‘ridge, peak; wave’ © Lat nom. cu/men id. 

mashkull “man, male” € Lat masculus ‘male, masculine’. 

meshë ‘mass’ & Lat missa id. 

mënd ‘moment’ € Lat momentum id. 

qumësht ‘milk, whey © Rom *clomostum < Lat colostrum 
colostrum, beestings’. 


1.3.3.5. Initial Lat n- was preserved in Albanian: 


natyrë ‘nature’ © Lat natira id. 

nëmëroj ‘to number, to count’ © Lat numerare id. 

nip ‘nephew, grandson’ € Lat nom. zepos ‘grandson’. 

notoj ‘to swim’ = Rom “notare for Lat natare id. 

nuse ‘bride, young woman, younger daughter-in-law’ © Rom 
*nüptia, variant of Lat nüpta ‘married woman, wife, bride’ 

nyje ‘knot’ © Lat nodus id. 


1.3.3.6. Intervocalic Lat n was preserved as Geg n but rhotacized in 
Tosk after unstressed vowels: 


arbër ~ arbén ‘Albanian (particularly, of Italy and Greece)’ 9 Rom 
*albanus rendering Illyr 'AABavot (Ptol.). 
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armik ~ anëmik ‘enemy’ & Lat inimicus id. 

gjelbër ~ gjelbën ‘green’ © Lat galbinus ‘greenish-yellow’. 

kérp ~ kanp ‘hemp’ © Rom *cannapis for Lat cannabis id. 

méshtekér ~ méshtekén ‘birch’ © Lat masticinus ‘related to the 
mastic-tree'. 

murg ~ mung ‘monk’ € Lat monachus id. 


However, intervocalic Lat n was lost after stressed (i.e. usually, long) 
vowels at the end of the word: 


fli~ fft ‘sacrifice’ & Rom “Hrigilimum. 

fre ~ fré ‘bridle; grape-stalk; comb’ € Lat frenum id. 
kushëri ~ kushëri ‘cousin’ @ Lat consobrinus id. 

lëti ~ lëfî “Italian, Latin, Catholic’ € Lat Latinus ‘Latin’. 

li~ ff ‘flax, linen’ € Lat Zmum id. 

pe~ pë ‘thread’ © Lat panus ‘thread wound upon the bobbin’. 


If the word contained another a or r, intervocalic z yielded Tosk r even 
if it appeared after a stressed vowel: 


kështër ~ kështën “Christian” € Lat christianus id. 

rërë ~ ranë ‘sand’ © Lat arena id. 

rrëshirë ~ rréshiné ‘resin’ © Lat résina id. 

rrigér ~ rrigén ‘tick’ € Lat ricinus id. 

vrer ~ vëner ‘gall, bile’ € Lat venenum ‘potion, poison’. 


In the intervocalic position, both m and n could develop a homorganic 
occlusive after them: 


pendë ‘feather; pair (of oxen)’ € Lat pinna, penna ‘feather’. 
rremb ~ rrem ‘branch’ © Lat ramus id. 

shembëllej ‘to resemble’ © Lat similare id. 

umb ‘ploughshare’ € Lat nom. vomzis id. 


1.3.3.7. Initial Lat Z- is reflected as Alb 7-: 


lafshë ‘crest (of bird), comb’ © Lat /axa (cutis) ‘loose (skiny. 
lar ‘laurel’ © Lat /aurus id. 

lepér ‘leprosy’ © Lat /epra id. 

lepur ‘hare’ € Lat /eporem id. 

ligj ‘law’ © Lat /ége(m) id. 

lucë “mud, mire’ © Lat /utea ‘muddy’. 


In consonantal clusters, Lat /tends to be preserved as -/- 
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blej ‘to buy’ © Rom “ablevare ‘to lift up, to relieve (from)’. 

gjelbër ~ gjelbën ‘green’ © Lat galbinus ‘greenish-yellow’. 

Kaltër “blue, sky blue’ (Tosk) o Rom "ca/thinus ‘yellow, yellow- 
ish’, based on Lat ca/tha ‘Calendula officinalis”. 

qelq ‘glass’ © Lat calicem ‘bowl, cup’. 


However, there is one exception when Lat / is substituted by // in a 
cluster: 


pllajë ‘upland, gentle slope’ © *plagius id. 
1.3.3.8. In other positions, Lat Jis usually substituted by Alb A 


djall ‘devil’ 4 Lat diabolus id. 

kérshéndella ‘Christmas’ © Lat Christi natale id. 

mrekull ‘miracle’ © Lat miraculum id. 

pllajë ‘upland, gentle slope’ © Rom *p/agius id., cf. Rum p/ai, Ital 
piaggia. 

prill‘ April’ € Lat aprīlis id. 

shpatull “shoulder, shoulder blade’ € Rom “spatula id. 


In later loanwords Lat /can be also represented by Alb Jor evenj< ft 


hingël ‘girth’ & Rom *Ainnicula, derivative of Lat Ainnus ‘mule’. 

kalë ‘horse’ © Lat caballus id. 

kular ‘curved piece of wood, ox-collar' & Lat collare ‘collar’. 

mandile ‘kerchief? & Lat mantīle ‘towl, napkin’. 

mbuloj ‘to cover, to bury’ & Rom “manipulare ‘to dig in handfuls’, 
cf. Lat manipulus. 

Shtijë ‘spear, ray’ © Lat Aastile ‘spear’. 


In old and newly formed clusters (including g?), Lat /is rendered as r: 


dërgoj ‘to send’ © Lat dëlëgare id. 

grëmëratë *beestings, clots of curdled milk’ © Lat glomeratum 
participle of g/omerare ‘to wind into a ball, to gather into a 
round heap’. 


1.3.3.9. The phonological opposition between r and rr is weak and 
often lost in dialects. As a result, the old distribution of initial rr- versus 


medial 
-r-, which continues Lat r, has several exceptions. 


In anlaut, the regular reflex of Lat ris Alb rr: 


rreze ‘ray, spoke’ © Lat radius id. 
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rréshajé ‘Pentecost’ © Lat Rosalia ‘Rosalies’. 

rrëshirë ~ rréshinéf ‘resin’? © Lat rēsīna id. 

rripë “precipice, stone wall’ © Lat ripa ‘bank, coast’. 

rriqér ~ rrigén ‘tick’ & Lat ricinus id. 

rrumbull ‘rolled into a ball 4 Rom *rombulus based on Lat rhom- 
bus ‘magic whirligig or wheel’. 


There are three exceptions in which we find Alb r in anlaut: 


regj ‘king’? © Lat regem id. 
rémér ~ rémen ‘Valachian; shepherd’ € Lat Romanus ‘Roman’. 
rungoj ‘to weed’ © Lat runcare id. 


1.3.3.10. In inlaut Lat rnormally gives Alb r: 


armé ‘weapon’ © Lat arma id. 

brymë ‘frost’ 4 Lat brüma ‘cold, frost’. 

fruer ‘February’ (Geg) © Lat februarius id. 
fytyrë ‘face’ © Lat factüra ‘formation, creature’. 
gjer ‘dormouse’ © Lat g/irem id. 

irë ‘wrath, heroism’ © Lat ira ‘wrath’. 

Zhur ‘gravel’ © Lat saburra ‘sand ballast’. 


There exist several exceptions with Lat -r- > Alb -rr-: 


kandërr ‘insect’? © Lat cantharis ‘beetle, worm’. 

krrokull ‘saffron’ 4 Rom “croculum deminutive of Lat crocum id. 
ndërroj ‘to change, to alter’ © Lat a/terare id. 

parriz ‘paradise’ © Lat paradisus id. 

përrallë ‘tale, story’ < Lat parabola ‘proverb, speech’. 

tmerr ‘horror, fright’ € Lat timorem id. 


1.3.3.11. Geminated Latin sonorants // and rr have a history of their 
own. Lat // gave Alb £ 


bulé ‘bud’ € Lat bulla ‘bubble, boss, knob’. 

&yel ‘rooster’ © Lat gallus id. 

krel ‘curl, lock’ € Rom *cerebellus ‘related to the head’ based on 
Lat cerebrum ‘brain, skull’. 

pulë ‘hen’ € Rom "pulla ‘hen’. 

gel ‘scab’ © Lat callum ‘corn, hard skin’. 

tryelë ‘bore, drill o Rom “terebellum id. 


In one case we find /replacing /< E 


myjët ‘hardwood interior of trees, medulla’ € Lat medulla id. 
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Geminate Lat rris reflected in Albanian as rr: 


arrij ‘to come, to arrive’ & Rom “arrivare id. 

karré ‘cart’ @ Lat carrum ‘two-wheeled wagon’. 

porriq m ‘leek’ © Rom *porricium derived from porrum id. 
qarr “Turkey-oak, bitter-oak' © Lat cerrus id. 

gerr ‘wagon, cart’ © Lat carrus ‘two-wheeled wagon’. 
sharré ‘saw’ © Lat serra id. 


1.3.3.12. Early Slavic loanwords reflect some remarkable features 
differentiating them from later words of the same origin, insofar as 
asyllabic sonorants are concerned. 


While in late Slavic loanwords the regular substitution of Slav “7 with 
Alb fis attested, there are several words in which the reflexes of Slav “7 
coincide with those of EPA *7 In one word, anlaut Slav */yields Alb gj 


gjezdis ‘to go for a walk, to roam’ © Slav */ézditi ‘to ride’. 
In inlaut, Slav “yis changed to Alb 7 


krah “arm shoulder, side’ © Slav “krajs “end, side, extremity’. 

krahinë ‘region, area’ & Slav *krajina id. 

krahis ‘to sweep up (wheat); to cut (branches)’ & Slav *krajiti ‘to 
cut, to winnow’. 

Hohé ‘rain with snow, snow-broth, dampness’ © Slav “oj 
*'anything liquid’ > fat. 

postahe ‘blanket, quilt used for sitting’ <= Slav *postaja ‘bed cover”. 


In one case, the fall of intervocalic Slav *v is attested between short 
vowels: 


shkérdhec ‘keg, barrel’ © Slav *skovordscs ‘pan’. 
In early Slavic loanwords */is usually reflected as ZA 


buall ~ buell ‘buffalo’ 4 Slav *byvolz id. 

Hohé ‘rain with snow, snow-broth, dampness’ © Slav */ojs 
*'anything liquid’ > fat. 

Huké *lime-tree' © */yko ‘bast’. 


Intervocalic Slav “rin early loanwords is regularly substituted by Alb 
IT. 


karrup ‘fish-trap’ © Slav *Korups id. 
karruté ‘fermenter’ © Slav *koryto ‘trough’. 
orri ‘eagle, buzzard’ © Slav “orbis id. 
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përrua ~ përrue ‘brook; river-bed’ © Slav “porovë ~ “parove. 
purré ‘hot ashes’ € Slav *pyr’s id. 


Despite JOKL JF XXXVII 106-107 and SELISCEV Slav. naselenie 323, 
there are no traces of Tosk rhotacism in Slavic loanwords in Albanian. 
Their claim has been based on erroneous etymologies such as VASMER's 
(Alb. Wortforsch. 65) explanation of vrérét ~ vranët ‘dark, cloudy’ 
from South Slav “vrang ‘black’. The Albanian adjective is a 
deverbative while the corresponding verb is based on re ‘cloud’ (OREL 
AED 516). Similarly, Tosk tërsirë ‘rope’ is not borrowed from Slav 
*tracina despite JoKL AArbSt I 46, but is derived from tërësi 
‘wholeness, totality, unity’, the latter being related to tëre ~ tanë “all 
,whole'. 


1.4. Consonants 


1.4.0. The changes in the consonant system of Proto-Albanian are even 
more radical than those found among its vowels and sonorants. At the 
same time, Proto-Albanian reflects, though indirectly, certain phono- 
logical oppositions of Indo-European which were lost in most of the 
other branches of the family, such as the triple oppositions of velars. 


1.4.1. Spirants 


1.4.1.0. Early Proto-Albanian maintained IE “s in some positions. 
However, by the time of Late Proto-Albanian IE *s has been lost or 
replaced in all positions. 


Literature: MEYER Wb. 45 (*s- > h- before u) Alb. St III 44 
(dissimilation in £i); PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI 278-280 (*s- > h- before 
u), 283 (dissimilation of initial *s > thi, 284-287 (*s- > gj- if the first 
syllable is stressed); TAGLIAVINI St. alb. V-VI 12 (“sx "gz thin thi 
and thaj), MANN Language XXVIII 38, Hist. Gr. 31-38, CIMOCHOWSKI 
St. IE 15 (*s-> h- before u), HAMP Etimologija 1970 268-269 (rejects 
*-s- as a source of intervocalic Alb -/-); ÇABEJ St. III 137-139; OREL 
Sov. slav. 1982/3 94 (*ruki" rule in Albanian), JaK 140-144, Sprache 
XXXI/2 279-284. 


1.4.1.1. In initial position, IE *s was preserved as “sin Early Proto- 
Albanian. Later, however, it merged with the continuant of IE Zem LPA 
“jo Alb gj: 


PHONOLOGY 61 


gjak ‘blood’ < EPA *saka: Gk ómoc ‘juice’, Lith sakaf ‘resin’, Slav 
*sokz ‘juice’. 

gjalpë ‘butter’ < EPA *selpa: Gk &Xrroc: &Aattov, oTéap, evënvia 
(Hes.), Skt sarpis - ‘clarified butter’, OHG salba ‘ointment’. 

gjarpër ~ gjarpën ‘snake’ < EPA *serpena < IE *serp- ‘to crawl’ 
(Lat serpens ‘snake, serpent’, serpo ‘to crawl’). 

gjerb ‘to gulp, to drink’ < EPA “serba: Lat sorbed ‘to sup up, to 
suck in’, Gk podéco id., Lith surbii, sufbti id., Slav “sprbati ‘to 
gulp, to sup up’. 

gjë ~ gjë ‘thing’ < EPA *san(s), participle of IE *es- ‘to be’, *sont-s 
(Skt sant-, Gk càv). 

gjumë ‘sleep’ < EPA *supna < IE “suep- ‘to sleep’, cf. *sup-no- (Gk 
UTIvoc ‘sleep’, Slav “52175 id.). 


In three cases, word initial IE *s did not become Alb gj due to 
dissimilation: 


Shi ‘rain’ < EPA Zei (with dissimilation in the later form Zu) < 
IE *sü- id. (Gk Vet, Toch A swase, Toch B swese ‘rain’, sū- ‘to 
rain’, OPrus suge ‘rain’ = [süje]). 

thaj ‘to dry’ < EPA *sausnja < IE *sauso- ‘dry’ (Gk auos, MHG 
sor, Lith saiisas, Slav *suxs). 

thi ‘pig’? < EPA *tsizs (with dissimilation of sibilants) < IE *sūs id. 
(Av gen. sg. hir, Gk Uc, Lat siis, OHG si). 


1.4.1.2. In the intervocalic position, IE *s became EPA *x, which is 
reflected as Zor altogether lost already in Old Albanian texts: 


gjuhë ‘tongue, language’ < EPA “*gulxa: the Indo-European 
dialectal word for ‘sound’ *golso- (ON kall ‘shout’, Lith galsas 
“echo”, Slav *golsz ‘voice’ ). 

ka ‘ox’ < EPA *kaxa < IE “koso-, derivative of IE *kes- ‘to scratch, 
to cut’, cf. Slav *vo/s ‘ox’ ~ *valiti ‘to throw down’ > ‘to 
castrate’. 

kezé ‘woman’s head-dress, bonnet, hair-net’, derivative in -zé of 
EPA *kaxa ‘plaited hair’: Slav “kosa id., ON haddr *woman's 
hair’. 

kohë ‘time’ < EPA *kaxa: Slav *casz id. 

vajzë ‘girl’, based on “varë < EPA *swesara: Skt svësar-, Arm 
koyr, Lat soror. 
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vjehërr ‘mother-in-law’ < EPA *swexura (with assimilation from 
expected *swetsura) < IE *suekra- (Skt svasrif- mother-in-law’, 
Lat socrus id.). 


1.4.1.3. However, after “7 and 20 as well as diphthongs in *-/and *-u, 
IE Ze changed to “s. Thus, Proto-Albanian had a kind of “ruki” rule 
similar to that of Balto-Slavic and Indo-Iranian. Cf. the following 
examples: 


dash ‘ram’ < *dausa < EPA *dausa < IE *dhouso- ~ *dheuso- (Goth 
dius ‘wild animal’, Lith pl. daásos ‘paradise’, Slav “duxe 
“breath, spirit’). 

gjysh ‘grandfather’ < *siisa< EPA *süsa: Skt sisë ‘progenitor’. 

lesh ‘wool, fleece, hair’ <*laisa < EPA "/arsa: Lith /arskas ‘leaf’, 
Latv /aiska ‘leaf on a linen stalk; stalk’, Slav */ists ‘leaf’. 

pishë ‘pine’ < *pisà < EPA "pisa: Gk mim, Lat pinus (from 
*pitsnos or *pisnos). 

plish “kind of reed, Phragmites communis’ < “plasi < EPA "*plüsi-: 
Lith p/(isis ‘reed’. 

prush ‘ember, glowing coal’ < *prusa< EPA *prusa: Lat prüna id. 
< *prusna, Skt plosati ‘to burn’. 


1.4.2. Occlusives: labials and dentals 


1.4.2.0. The tertiary opposition of Indo-European unvoiced, voiced and 
aspirate voiced occlusives neutralized its aspirate/non-aspirate com- 
ponent in Proto-Albanian, as in Balto-Slavic. 


Literature: MANN Language XXVIII 31-33 (spirantization of *d), 
Hist. Gr. 32-33, ÇABEJ St. III 128-131; OREL SBJa Kontakty 22-23 
(conditions of *d> dh). 


1.4.2.1. Indo-European unvoiced labial *p was preserved as EPA *p > 
Alb p: 


glepé ‘matter from eyes, rheum (in eyes)’ < EPA *ka-/aipa, derived 
from IE */eip- “to smear with fat’. 

ap, jap ‘to give’ < EPA *apa< IE "ap- ~ “ëp- ‘to seize, to take’ (Hitt 
ēp- ~ ap- ‘to seize’, Skt apnóti ‘(he) reaches, overtakes’, Gk 
àTTæ ‘to fasten, to bind’, Lat apiscor ‘to grasp’). 
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Kripë ~ krypë ‘salt’ < EPA “Kripa: ON Arufa ‘scab’, Lith kraupus 
‘rough’, kraupis ‘scab’, Latv Kraüpis ‘frail, brittle’, Slav *krupa 
“groats”. 

plak “old man’ < EPA "*p(e)laka < IE “pte)lokos (Lith pilkas ‘gray’ 
< “plokos, cf. Gk noo ‘gray, grizzled’). 

plotë ‘ful? < EPA "plata < IE *plēto- ‘full’ (Skt prātá-, Lat com- 
plëtus). 

prish ‘to destroy, to spoil, to waste’ < EPA "prisa: Gk Tipic ‘to 
saw’. 

rjep “to strip off (skin or bark), to tear off < EPA "repa < IE *rep- 
(Gk epëmrouo ‘to eat’, Lat rapid ‘to seize, to grasp’, Lith répti 
‘to grasp’). 


1.4.2.2. A rare Indo-European phoneme “5 yielded EPA “5 and, 
further, Alb 5: 


bajgë ‘dung’ < EPA *balga: Gk BoXBitov ‘cow dung’ < IE “bole”. 

rrabe ‘rocky desert (with bushes)’ < EPA *rauba: Goth raupjan “to 
rip’, OHG roufen id. 

shkëlbozë ‘bark’ < EPA *skalba: ON skalpr ‘ship’, skelpa 
‘grimace’ < *'crack, split’, MLG scholpe ‘mussel’. 


1.4.2.3. IE *bh merged with IE “bin EPA “5, developing into Alb 5: 


bardhë ‘white’ < EPA “bardza < IE*bherag- “to shine; white’ (Skt 
bhrajate he) shines, beams, glitters’, Goth bairhts ‘light, 
shining’). 

bëj — bëj “to do, to make’ < EPA *banja: Gk þaivæ ‘to appear’. 

brej ~ brëj ‘to gnaw’ < EPA*brainja < IE*bhrer- ‘to cut’ (Skt 
bhrináti he) injures’, Lat frio ‘to rub’, Slav *briti ‘to shave"). 

elb ‘barley’ < EPA "albi: Gk GAdi ‘kind of grain’. 

gjerb ‘to gulp, to drink’ < EPA "serba < IE “serbh- (Lat sorbed “to 
sup up, to suck in’, Gk pobëco id., Lith surbiu, surbti id., Slav 
“serbati “to gulp, to sup up’). 

humb ‘to leave, to lose, to spoil, to miss, to drown’ < EPA *skumba, 
nasal present of IE *skeubh- (Goth af-skiuban ‘to push away, to 
reject’, Lith skumbu, skubti ‘to hurry, to hasten’). 


If followed by “u, EPA *bchanges to v after a vowel: 
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avull ‘steam, vapor’ < EPA “abula continuing *pbh(u)lo-, close to 
OHG nebul ‘fog’, OS nifol< Gmc *nebulaz. 


1.4.2.4. Unvoiced IE “7 was preserved as EPA “7 > Alb ¢ Cf. the 
following cases: 


ditë ‘day’ < EPA “dita < “diti. Gmc "tidiz ‘time’ (OHG zit, OE tid) 
and Skt diti ‘brightness, splendor’. 

jetë ‘life’ < EPA “eta, related Gk etëoc ‘true, real’, eta: aënon, 
ayaba (Hes.), ETAC ‘to test’. 

motër ‘sister’ < EPA “mater < IE *mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA “aktoti < IE *oKro(u) id. (Skt ast, Arm owt, Gk 
OKTO) 

trap ‘ferry’ < EPA *trapa: Slav *tropa ‘path’. 

tre ‘three’ < EPA “treje < IE “trejes id. (Skt trayah, Gk Tpëts, Lat 
tës). 

tund ‘to move, to stir, to swing’ < EPA *tunda: Skt tundate “to push, 
to strike’, Lat fundë ‘to push’. 


1.4.2.5. IE “dyielded EPA *d> Alb d 


dem “young bull” < EPA *dama: Olr dam ‘ox’ and Gk 8&yoAos 
‘calf’. 

djathtë ‘right’ < EPA *detsa < IE*deks- id. (Skt déksina-, Gk 
dek1oc, Lat dexter). 

djerr ‘to destroy’ « EPA “dera « IE “der- (Skt drnáti ‘to burst, to 
tear’, Gk ép% ‘to skin’, Goth gatairan ‘to tear’). 

dredh ‘to turn, to rotate’ < EPA *dredza < IE *dregh- (Arm darnam 
‘to turn’, darj‘curve, turn’). 

dy ‘two’ < EPA “duvo < IE *duo(u) id. (Skt dvau, Av dva, Gk 
Sú, Lat duo). 

mund ‘to be able’ « EPA nasal present “munda: Lith muda 
‘possibility’, mudioti ‘to try, to attempt’, Skt mddate ‘to 
rejoice, to be merry’. 


1.4.2.6. The Indo-European voiced aspirate “dh merged with “din 
EPA “dë Alba: 
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dal “to go out’ < EPA “dala: Gk BaMca ‘to bloom’, i.e. “to appear, 
to come out’. 

dash ‘ram’ < EPA *dausa < IE*dhouso- ~ *dheuso- ‘breath, 
breathing, animal’ (Gmc “deuzan ‘wild animal’, Lith pl. daisos 
‘paradise’, Slav “duxs ‘breath, spirit’). 

djalë ‘boy, youth’ < EPA “dela < IE“dhër- ‘to suck’ (Latv dels 
‘son’, Lat flus id.). 

djeg ‘to burn < EPA “dega < IE"dheg'h- ‘to burn’ (Skt déhati, 
Toch AB tsak-, tsák-, Lit deet, dëgti). 

duaj ~ duej ‘sheaf’ < EPA *donja Skt dhanë ‘grain, cereals’, 
dhanyá- ‘grain’, Lith diiona ‘bread’. 

end ‘pollen’ < EPA "anda: Skt ándhas- ‘herb’, Gk avboc ‘flower’. 


1.4.2.7. In the intervocalic position and after r, Proto-Albanian “d was 
also preserved (see 1.4.5, though). At a very late stage, presumably in 
the X - XII centuries, this sound was spirantized, probably under the 
influence of medieval Greek. The result was Alb dh: 


gardh 'fence' « EPA “garda: Goth gards 'house', Lith gardas 
‘fence’, Slav *gordz ‘town, fence’. 

gledhé ‘caress’ < EPA*glada: Lat glaber ‘smooth’, OHG glat 
‘shining, even, smooth’, Lith g/odus ‘smooth’, Slav “gladeke 
id., *g/aditi ‘to caress’. 

hedh ‘to throw, to shoot < EPA *skeuda < IE *skeud- ‘to throw, to 
shoot’ (ON skjóta, OHG scio3an). 

herdhe ‘testicles’ < EPA *ardzai < IE*orghi- ~ *rghi- id. (Av dual. 
arazi, Gk opxic, Arm orjik, Mir uirgge id.). 

krodhë “bee-hive” < EPA *krada: Goth Arot ‘roof’, Slav *krada 
‘heap, pile’. 

tredh “to castrate’ < EPA *treuda: Lat trüdo ‘to push’, Goth us- 
priutan ‘to burden’, Slav *trudz ‘labor, work’. 


Occasionally, EPA “d appears as Alb dh in anlaut. It was spirantized 
intervocalically by the loss of the initial vowel: 


dhunë ‘labor pains, shame, disgrace’ < EPA *edunti or “adunti. Gk 
oduvn ‘labor pains’, Arm erkn id. 


Analogical forces are at work in the word for ‘ten’: 
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dhjetë ‘ten’ < EPA *dets-t i < IE“ dekm ‘ten’ (Skt dasa, Gk BEKA, 
Lat decem). 


The influence came from compounds, such as njëmbëdhjetë ‘eleven’, 
dymbédhyeté ‘twelve’ and so on. In such cases *d was situated between 
the two Proto-Albanian vowels of *ambi dektr. 


1.4.3. Occlusives: velars 


1.4.3.0. The Proto-Albanian velars retained an important tertiary 
opposition - that of “pure” velars, palatal velars and labiovelars (the 
latter are differentiated from other velars before front vowels but merge 
with “pure” velars elsewhere). In this sense, the Proto-Albanian system 
of occlusives supports the Luwian evidence that Proto-Indo-European 
possessed three distinct velar oppositions. 


Literature: MEYER Ab. St. III 28-30 (voiced and voiced aspirates in 
anlaut); PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI passim (reflexes of labiovelars), 331 
(despirantization of Alb df in anlaut); HERMANN KZ XLI 46-64 
(criticizes PEDERSEN’s analysis of labiovelars in Albanian); JOKL 
Mélanges Pedersen 127-161 (development of labiovelars, recon- 
struction of “ts, “dz in Proto-Albanian), IF XXXVII 90-95; MANN 
Language XXVIII 33-36, Hist. Gr. 33-34; CABEJ Sprache XVIII 141- 
143, St. III 127-128, IV 212-218; Jucquois Muséon LXXVIII/3-4 439 
(c- as an early preserved reflex of *£); OLBERG Gedenkschr. Branden- 
stein 109-118 (*€ before “u and *u); MARTINET Indo-Celtica 89-93; 
RUSAKOV Lis 1981 192 (secondary c- « th-), JaLB 100-106 (initial d- 
and dh-); OREL SBJa Kontakty 22-23 (distribution of d- and dh- in 
anlaut). 


1.4.3.1. “Pure” velars are well preserved in Albanian. Unvoiced IE *k 
(as well as “Ka, if such a phoneme existed) gave EPA “kx Alb kas in 
the following examples: 


bark ‘belly, womb, abdomen’ < EPA *baruka: Bapuka' otdc1ov 
mapa Tapabvrivoic . 

dikë ‘desire, lust’ < EPA “dika. Lith dykas ‘idle, empty’, Slav 
“dike ‘wild’. 

kam ‘to have’ < EPA *kapmi < IE*kap- ‘to seize, to grasp’ (Lat 
capio id., Goth haban ‘to have”). 
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kérr ‘donkey, ass, foal, gray’ < EPA “kara: Skt khara- ‘donkey’, Av 
xaro id., Scyth *xara, Osset xereg id. 

korr ‘to reap, to harvest’ < EPA *kasra: Lith kasi, kasti ‘to dig’, 
Slav *kosa ‘scythe’. 

kredh ‘to plunge, to immerse, to steep, to smother, to bespatter’ < 
EPA *kroda: Slav *krado, *krasti ‘to steal’, refl. “krado se, 
*krasti se ‘to sneak, to steal up, to approach unnoticed’. 


In the preverb *kom> EPA *ka-, IE “kx Alb g: 


gështallë, késhtallé ‘splint, piece of wood’ < EPA “Ka-stalna < 
IE *stel- (Gk otéAAoo ‘to put, to set’, OHG stellen ‘to put’, 
OPrus stallit ‘to stand”). 

glepé ‘matter from eyes, rheum (in eyes) < EPA *ka-laipa < 
IE */eip- ‘to smear with fat’. 

gloq ‘rheum (in eyes), testis’ < EPA *ka-/aukja < IE */euk- ‘to 
shine; shining, white’. 


1.4.3.2. Voiced IE *g yields EPA *g, which is preserved as Alb g: 


ag ‘twilight, dusk’ < EPA *auga < IE *aug- ‘to increase’ (Gk avyn 
‘ray of light’). 

gjuhë, gluhé ‘tongue, language’ < EPA *gu/xa: the Indo-European 
dialectal word for ‘sound’ “golso- (ON kall ‘shout’, Lith galsas 
“echo”, Slav *golsz ‘voice’ ). 

lig ‘bad, il” < EPA “liga: Gk oAtyoc ‘small, few’, Xoryoc 
‘destruction, death’, Lith /iga ‘illness’, Latv /iga id. 

plog ‘granary, barn, heap’ < EPA “plaga: Gk mëqytoc ‘placed 
sideways, sloping, leaning’, Lat p/aga ‘quarter, region’. 

shtagé “pole, stick’ < EPA *staga: ON stjaki id., Latv stega ‘long 
pole’. 

shtregë ‘pile of wood’ < EPA *straga: MHG strac ‘tight’, OE strec 
‘hard, strong’. 


1.4.3.3. Voiced aspirate IE “gh merged with IE *gin EPA *g> Alb g, 
cf. the following examples: 


dreeë ‘scab’ < EPA *draga: West Gmc *targjan “to pull, to stir’ 
(Germ zergen), Slav “dergati “to pull, to tug’, Lith dirginti “to 
move, to irritate’. 
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grabé ‘erosion, hollowing out’ < EPA *graba < IE “ghrebh- to dig’ 
(OHG grab ‘grave’, Slav *grobz id.). 

grih ‘to sharpen’ < EPA *greiska. Gk xpio ‘to rub, to anoint, to 
prick’, Lith grieju, griéti ‘to scoop cream from milk, to take 
hold of’. 

guall ‘shell, skull’ < EPA *gd/(w)a. Arm glowx ‘head’ < *ghdlu-, 
Lith galva id., Slav “golva id. 

mjegull ‘cloud’ < EPA *megla: Gk outyÀn ‘fog, mist’, Lith migla 
id., Slav “megla ‘darkness, mist’. 

ngaj ‘to run’ < EPA “en-ganja. Skt jahati “to leave, to abandon’, 
OHG gan, gén ‘to go’. 


In one case, EPA *g has been unvoiced in anlaut: 


kreh ~ kref ‘to comb’ < EPA *grebska: Lith grébti ‘to rake’, Slav 
*erebo, *grebti ‘to row, to rake’. 


1.4.3.4. Palatal velars developed (with one important positional 
exception) into sibilant affricates. Unvoiced IE * gave EPA "fs, which 
became Alb or 


athët ‘harsh, sour, rancid’ < EPA "ats-eta < IE *ak- ‘sharp’ (cf. Lat 
acidus ‘sour’ ). 

qeth “to cut (hair) < EPA “Kartsa: Skt késa- “hair (of the head)’, 
Lith kafsti ‘to scrape, to shave’. 

thekë ‘fringe’ < EPA *tsaka: Skt sakha ‘branch’, Lith saka id. 

thep ‘peak, point, cog, tooth’ < EPA *ftsaipa: Skt sépa- ‘tail, penis’, 
Lat cippus ‘pole’. 

thjermë ‘gray’ , EPA *tserma: Lith sifmas ‘gray’. 

thjerrë ‘lentil’ < EPA *tsera < IE*ki-ker- (Lat cicer ‘pea’, Arm 
sisern id.). 


In several cases, the original affricate is retained in modern Albanian as 


C. 


acar ‘steel’ < EPA “afsara ‘sharp’: Olr aiche ‘sharp’, Gk akpov 
“point, top’, Lith asrüs ‘sharp’, Slav *ostrz id. 

cermé ‘cold, cool’ < EPA *tserma: Lith sarma ‘frost’, Latv sarma 
id. 
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cërij “to melt butter’ < EPA “*tsira: Skt srayati ‘to cook, to fry’, Gk 
ktpvnpt ‘to mix’. 


1.4.3.5. Voiced IE Zë yielded EPA “dz in all positions. Later “dz 
became Alb dh: 


bardhë ‘white’ < EPA “bardza < IE*bherag- “to shine; white’ (Skt 
bhrajate he) shines, beams, glitters’, Goth bairhts ‘light, 
shining’). 

dhemb ‘to ache’ < EPA *dzemba: Skt jambhate ‘to snap at’, Lith 
Zembiu, Zembti to cut’ and Slav *zebo, *zebti ‘to freeze, to feel 
cold’. 

dhëmb ~ dhamb ‘tooth’ < EPA *dzamba < IE *gombho- ‘peg, tooth’ 
(Skt jambha- ‘bit, peg’, Gk youooc ‘peg’, Toch A kam ‘tooth’, 
B keme id., Latv zùobs id., Slav *zobz id.). 

dhëndër ~ dhandér ‘bridegroom, son-in-law’ < EPA “dzanra < 
IE *Senar- ‘son-in-law’ (Lat gener). 

kedh ‘kid’ < EPA *kadza: Slav *koza ‘she-goat’. 

rrudhë ‘wrinkle’ < EPA *rudza: Lat rüga id. 


1.4.3.6. Voiced aspirate “Sh merged with “fin EPA *dz> Alb dh: 


dredh ‘to turn, to rotate’ < EPA *dredza < IE *dregh- (Arm darnam 
‘to turn’, darj curve, turn’). 

dhjes ‘to defecate’ < EPA *dzetja: Skt hadati id., Gk xéCoo id. 

herdhe ‘testicles’ < EPA “ardzai < IE “orghi- ~ *rghi- id. (Av dual. 
arazi, Gk opxic, Arm orjik, Mir uirgge id.). 

mardhé ‘chill, frost, ice’ < EPA *mardza: Slav *morzz ‘frost’. 

vjedh “to steal’ < EPA *wedza < IE*uegh- (Skt vdhati ‘to drive’, 
Lat veho ‘to bear, to carry’, Goth gawigan ‘to steal’). 

zvjerdh ‘to wean’ < EPA “-verdza: Lith verziu, vefzti ‘to lace, to 
tie”, Latv verzt ‘to turn’, Slav *verzti ‘to bind”. 


In one case EPA “dzis reflected as Alb d: 


dimër ~ dimën ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena < IE “Sheimen- id. (Skt 
heman loc. “in winter’, Gk xéipa ‘winter’. 
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1.4.3.7. In anlaut, EPA “dz was dissimilated to *d if followed by a 
sibilant. Hence, numerous cases with initial Alb d reflecting IE *¢ or 
xoh: 
‘on. 


dorë ‘hand’ < EPA *dara < IE *ghesr- id. (Gk x&ip, Hitt Kessar, 
Toch A tsar-, B sar-, Arm jern). 

djerr ‘fallow land’ « EPA “dersa « IE “ëhersos (Gk xépooc ‘dry 
land'. 

drithë ‘grain’ < EPA “dritsa < IE*ghrzd- (Lat hordeum ‘barley’, 
OHG gersta id.). 

dua ~ due ‘to love’ < EPA *dausnja « *dausnja < TE *Zeus- ‘to taste’ 
(Skt jósati ‘to be fond of”, Gk yevouat). 

dyllë ‘wax’ < EPA *düla « *dusla: Gk xuAóc ‘juice’. 


1.4.3.8. Before “u (including the newly developed glide of syllabic *r» 
žur), EPA “ts and “dz became *ts and “az (cf. a similar fate of clusters 
*fsw and *dzw). 


sukë ‘low hill < EPA *tsuka: Skt sizka- ‘awn of grain; spike of 
insect’, Av sūkā- ‘needle’. 

sumbull ‘round button; bud’ < EPA *tsumba continuing IE “kumb-, 
cf. Gk kúußn ‘bowl’, Olr comm ‘vessel’. 

sup ‘shoulder’ < EPA *tsupa: Skt supti- id., Av supti- id., MLG 
schuft ‘front shoulder-blase (of animals)’. 

surmé ‘dark grey’ < EPA *tsurma < IE *krmo- (Lith sifmas ‘grey’ ). 

suté ‘female deer, doe; hornless’? < EPA *tsukta < IE *kuk- (Lith 
Sukos ‘comb’, Sukë ‘crock’, suketas ‘dented, chipped’, Latv 
suka “brush”). 

Zulé ‘shout, glory’ < EPA *dzula < IE *Shaua- < *gheuH- ‘to call’ 
(Skt Advate, Av zavaiti, Slav “zevati). 


1.4.3.9. At a very early stage, in many words containing sonorants and, 
in particular, in the immediate contact with sonorants, palatal velars 
were depalatalized in Proto-Albanian and merged with “pure” velars: 


flugé ‘shingle’ < EPA “avva-luga < IE */eug- (Skt rujati “to break’, 
Lat /iiged “to mourn, to deplore’). 

garë ‘competition, race’ < EPA “gara < JE*gher- “to wish, to feel 
inclination’ (Gk xatpe ‘to rejoice’, Xapun ‘joy of battle; 
battle, fight’). 
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grurë ~ gruné ‘wheat < EPA *gruna < JIE*gfnom ‘grain’ (Lat 
granum, Olr grán, Goth kaurn, Lith Zirnis, Slav *zerno). 

gju ~ gji ‘knee’ < EPA “gluna dissimilated from *g(a)nuna < 
IE “ëenu- id. (Hitt genu, Skt jánu-, Gk yovv, Lat genit). 

krye ‘head’ < EPA *kranja< “krasnja: Gk kpaviov ‘skull, head”. 

mjekër ‘chin, beard’ < EPA *smekra < IE*smekru- id. (Hitt 
zamankur- ‘beard’, Skt smasru- id., Arm mawrowk id., Lith 
smëkras ‘chin’ ). 


1.4.3.10. Before non-front vowels, labiovelars merged with “pure” 
velars in EPA *k, *g. The intermediate stage of this development can be 
reconstructed as *kw, *gw. In all positions, other than before front 
vowels, *w was lost. The resulting consonants were identical with 
“pure” velars. 


IE *k*yielded EPA *k> Alb E 


darkë ‘supper’< EPA “darka < IE “dork'om reflected in Gk dopTTOV 
id. 

gjak ‘blood’ < EPA *saka: Gk ómoc ‘juice’, Lith sakaf ‘resin’, Slav 
*sokb ‘juice’. 

kollë ‘cough’ < EPA *kas/a < IE *k’as- (Slav "Kass id., Lith kosulys 
id.). 

krimb ~ krym ‘worm’ < EPA *krim- (with unexplained Geg y) < 
TE *&rmr- id. (Skt kent, Lith kirmis). 

ndjek ‘to follow, to chase, to pursue’ < EPA *en-teka < IE “tek ‘to 
run, to flow’ (Olr fechim ‘to flee’, Lith teku, tekéti ‘to run’, 
Slav *teko, *tekti ‘to flow, to run’). 

pjek ‘to bake, to cook’ < EPA “peka < IE “pek id. (Skt pacati, Gk 
T0009, Lat coquó, Slav *peko, “pekti). 


1.4.3.11. In the same position, IE *e*gave EPA Ze preserved as Alb g: 


bajgë ‘dung’ < EPA *balga: Gk BoABi tov ‘cow dung’ < *bolg". 

gosé ‘water-hole, pit < EPA “gatja < IE*ga-: Slav “gate, “gat 
‘dam, pool’ and Skt gaui- ‘passage, way’. 

grah ~ graf ‘to spur on, to call, to roar’ < EPA *graska < IE *g’era- 
(Skt ernáti “to call, to invoke’, giras- ‘song’, Lith giriu, girti ‘to 
praise’). 
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grellë ‘deep place’ < EPA “eritiz: Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus 
gurcle ‘throat’, Slav *ezrdlo id., cf. also “Zerdlo ‘river-bed; 
opening’. 

grij ~ grij ‘to cut into pieces, to gnaw, to eat away’ < EPA *grinja< 
IE “g'ero- “to swallow’ (Skt girdti, Arm eker, Lat voro, Lith 
geriu, gérti ‘to drink’, Slav *Zerti). 

gur “stone, rock’ < EPA “gura < IE *g'ero- ‘mountain’ (Skt oer. Av 
gairi-, Lith giria ‘wood’, Latv dead, Slav *gora ‘mountain, 
wood’). 


1.4.3.12. The same continuant, Alb g< EPA Ze, results from IE “gf: 


djeg ‘to burn < EPA “dega < IE "dheg'h- ‘to burn’ (Skt déhati, 
Toch AB tsak-, tsák-, Lit deet, dëgti). 

garbe 'flower-pot' < EPA *gar-iba < IE*g‘her- ‘to burn’ (cf. Slav 
*øprnb ‘Oven, pot’). 

ngroh ~ ngrof‘to warm’ < EPA *en-graja< IE *e'her-: Slav *gréjo, 
*eréti to warm’. 


1.4.4. Palatalizations 


1.4.4.0. Chronologically, the first palatalization in Albanian was that of 
Indo-European palatal velars. As described above, it led to the forma- 
tion of two affricates "fs and “dz. A second palatalization affected old 
labiovelars. A third palatalization led to the affricatization of dentals 
before LPA */ of various origins. A fourth and final palatalization 
affected all remaining Proto-Albanian velars. 


Before the second palatalization began, old labiovelars had already been 
decomposed into clusters *kw and *gw. The palatalization was carried 
out under the influence of the following front vowels (a similar 
development took place in clusters with “7). The resulting clusters were 
*tsw and *dzw, which yielded EPA Ze and “dz, as did the clusters 
continuing “Ku and "zën. 


Literature: MANN Hist. Gr. 34-35; OREL ZfBalk XXIII/2 140 
(different reflexes of “ry depending on the place of stress). 


1.4.4.1. Before front vowels, IE *k" gave EPA “75, which later 
developed into Alb s: 
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mos ‘not’ (prohib.) < EPA "mats < IE “më k'e, cf. Gk unte “and 
not’. 

pesë ~ pësë ‘five’ < EPA *pentse < IE *penk’e ‘five’ (Skt parica, Gk 
mëvre, Lat quinque). 

sarké ‘build, frame, figure (of human body)’ < EPA *tserka < 
TE *ker- ‘to make, to build’ (Skt karoti, Lith kurti). 

sjell ‘to bring’ < EPA *tsela < IE*k’el- (Skt cadrati ‘to move, to 
walk’, Gk TéAc ‘to come into existence, to become’, Lat colë 
‘to cultivate, to till’). 

sorrë ‘crow’ < EPA *tsarsna corresponding to Skt Krsna- ‘black, 
dark’, OPrus kirsnan ‘black’, Slav “Cerng id. 

sy ‘eye’ < EPA “atstwi: Skt aksi, Av asi, Lith aki, Slav *oci. 


In one case, the original Proto-Albanian affricate might be preserved: 
çë ‘what’ < EPA *tsi< IE “Kid. Hitt kuit, Gk TI, Lat quid. 


However, ¢é appears to continue a syntactic complex, probably - IE 
*K'od so. 


Nevertheless, the affricate appears to be preserved in at least one case: 


cité ‘full, brim-full' < EPA "serta < IE *k’ejatos (Slav *cits ‘whole’, 
Lith kretas “hard” ). 


The affricate *t*> sresulted from “K'before “7 


nis ‘to start, to begin, to prepare for journey’ < EPA *neitsa < 
IE *nerk 70 (Lith su-nikti ‘to set upon, to attack’, Slav *niknot 
‘to rise, to grow’). 

vdes ‘to die’ < EPA *awa-takja < IE “tek ‘to run, to flow’ (Olr 
techim ‘to flee’, Lith teku, tekëti “to run’, Slav “teko, *tekti ‘to 
flow, to run’). 


1.4.4.2. Before front vowels and “7, IE Zei became EPA *dž> Alb z, x: 


mzith ‘ankle’ based on EPA Zä < IE “gja ‘tendon, bow-string’ 
(Skt jyë, Av jya, Gk Bioc). 

nxit ‘to urge, to stimulate, to hurry’ < EPA "dZita, IE Zei ‘to live’ 
(Skt jivati, Lat vivo, OE cwicu ‘alive, living’ > E quick). 


74 CHAPTER ONE 


zë ~ zë ‘to seize, to grasp, to touch’ < EPA *dZeina < IE *g’eja- ‘to 
overpower’ (Skt Dä ‘force, power’, jayati ‘to win, to conquer’, 
Gk Bin ‘power’). 

zi ‘black’ < EPA *dZedi < IE “ged- (MHG quat ‘dirt’, OE cwéad 
‘bad’, Lith gëda ‘shame’, Slav *gadzkp ‘disgusting’, *gadz 
‘reptile, worm’). 

Zorrë ‘gut? < EPA *dzarna < IE *g'era- ‘to swallow’ (Lith Zarna 
“gut’). 


1.4.4.3. IE *gh merges with “g'in EPA *dž > Alb z before a front 
vowel or *7 


ndez ‘to set alight, to ignite’ < EPA “en-dadëja, causative IE 
*-dhog'heio < IE “dhegh- to burn’. 

Zjej ‘to boil, to cook’ < EPA *dZernja < IE *g‘her- (Gk Dëpouo “to 
become hot, to warm, to burn’, Olr fogeir (he) warms’). 

zjarr ‘fire’ < EPA *dZera < IE “gheres- (Skt Adras- ‘flame, heat’, 
Gk 8époc ‘summer’, Arm jer id.). 


1.4.4.4. EPA “7, “dand *x (< *s) yielded *ts, “dz and *s before “7. IE 
“to EPA "f$ s: 


djersë ‘perspiration’ < EPA *widertja: Gk V6pc3c id. < *suidrot-s. 

nus ‘thread, string’ (Geg) « EPA *snutja « IE *sneu- ‘to turn, to 
spin’ (Skt snZvan- ‘band, sinew’). 

pres ‘to wait, to expect? < EPA *pratja: Goth frabjan ‘to think, to 
understand’, Lith prantu, prasti ‘to get used, to understand’. 

pyes ‘to ask’ « EPA "püta: Lat puto ‘to reckon, to ponder’, Slav 
*pytati ‘to ask’ 

shkas ‘to slip, to slide” < EPA “skatja corresponding to Lat scateo 
‘to stream, to flow out’, Lith skantu, skasti ‘to spring, to jump’. 

tres ‘to melt, to loosen, to dissolve’ < EPA Zon Slav *tratjo, 
*tratiti ‘to spend, to waste’. 


Occasionally, a more archaic stage of EPA "f$ Alb cis preserved (cf. 
the similar development of *&*» "f$ c before a front vowel or Zu: 


bac ‘elder brother, uncle’ < EPA "batja: Slav *bať a~ *batja ‘elder 
brother, father”. 
mjalcë ‘bee’ < EPA “melitja: Gk u£Aicoa < tueja id. 
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1.4.4.5. In the same position, EPA “d (going back to IE *d and “dh) 
becomes *dž> Alb z: 


bruz ‘blue, indigo’ < EPA *brudja « IE *bhrou-dh- (Slav *bruds 
‘dirt’, *brudznz ‘dirty’ ). 

buzë ‘lip, end, edge, bank, stitch, rock’ < EPA Zbud Lith budë 
‘tree-fungus, tinder, whet-stone’ . 

gjazé ‘riverside forest’ < EPA *sedja < IE *sed- ‘to sit, to be 
settled’, cf. in particular Slav *sadz ‘garden, grove’. 

loz “to move, to shake, to play’ < EPA */adja: Slav "Jade ‘order, 
peace’, */aditi “to make order, to make peace’. 

mëz ~ maz ‘foal < EPA *mandja, derived from mënd ‘to feed, to 
suckle’ < IE *mazd-. 


1.4.4.6. The development of IE *sj > Zi into *s$ > Alb sh is well 
attested: 


gjesh ‘to knead’ < EPA *jesja: Skt yasyati ‘to boil’, Gk C£co ‘to boil, 


to cook’. 

shosh ‘to sift’ < EPA “sjasja: Gk néoo id., Lith sijoju, sijoti id., Slav 
*séjati id. 

shoté ‘big duck’ < EPA *sjauta: W hwyad id., OCorn hoet id., Bret 
houat id. 


vesh “to put on (clothes), to cover’ < EPA *wesjato “ues- (Skt vaste 
‘to wear, to be dressed in’, Gk évvupt ‘to dress”, and in 
particular Skt vasayati and Goth wasjan id.). 


EPA “ts and “dz reflecting Indo-European palatals yielded *ts and “dz 
before “7. 


drizé “blackthorn, sloe’ < EPA “dridzja < IE *der£h- “to hold, to be 
firm’ (Skt drhyati ‘to be firm’, Slav *dsrZati to hold < 
“derzjati and, in particular, “derza > Russ dereza ‘kind of 
thorny plant’). 

sivjet ‘this year’ < EPA *tsjei wetei, dat.-loc. sg. continuing IE *ķjei 


uetel. 
sot ‘today’ < EPA *ftsja(i) ditai, dat.-loc. sg. continuing IE *kia 
diti-. 


vise ‘place’ < EPA “vvitsja < IE *ueikia similar to Gk oikia 
“dwelling, house”. 
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However, in certain cases palatal velars were depalatalized in Proto- 
Albanian and their development before “7 was identical with that of 
“pure” velars: 


kënaq “to please, to satisfy’ < EPA “ka-nakja: Goth ga-nah “to be 
enough’, OHG gr-nah id. Further related to IE *nek- (Skt násati 
‘to reach’). 


1.4.4.7. Under the influence of LPA “4, sonorants were also palatalized 
(with the exception of “m). Before “7, LPA “7 was retained. Later, it 
occasionally changed to J, though: 


çalë ‘lame’ < EPA "stsalja: Gk okodioc ‘crooked’, Lat scelus. 

cel to open’ < EPA *stselja: Hitt iSkallar- “to tear up’, ON skilja “to 
split’, Lith skeliu, skélti id. 

dal ‘to go out’? < EPA “dalja: Gk Bo Mca ‘to bloom’. 

halë “fish bone, splinter; pine” < EPA *ska/ja: Lith ska/a ‘stick of 
firewood’, Latv ska/a ‘splinter (used to furnish light)’. 

majë ‘tip, top, point, peak, summit’ < EPA *ma/ja: Lith ma/à “land”, 
Latv mala ‘bank, shore’. 

vjel ‘to pluck (fruit), to vintage’ < EPA *welja: Gk Soa ‘to shut in, 
to press’, Lith su-valyti ‘to harvest, to reap’. 


1.4.4.8. In the same position, “7 changed to Alb nj. The latter 
developed into / in some dialects and in certain morphological classes. 
Cf. the following examples: 


bëj ~ bëj ‘to do, to make” < EPA “banja: Gk þaivæ ‘to appear’. 

brej ~ brëj ‘to gnaw’ < EPA*brainja < IE*bhrer- ‘to cut’ (Skt 
bhrináti he) injures’, Lat frio ‘to rub’, Slav *briti ‘to shave"). 

huaj ~ huej ‘foreign, strange’ < EPA *ksanja connected with 
isolated Gk Eévoc, Dor Eévfoc ‘stranger, guest’. 

mëllenjë ‘blackbird’? < EPA “melanja < lEfem. adj. *me/onia 
‘black’ (Gk uëXatva id., cf. also Skt malind-, fem. malini ‘dirty, 
unclean, Latv me/ns ‘black’ ). 

njer, njeri “man, person, human being’ < EPA “nera: Skt nár- 
‘man’, Gk avnp id., Arm ayr id. 

thinjé ‘gray hair’ < EPA “*tsinja: Skt syavd- “dark brown’, Av 
syava- ‘black’, Slav “sive “dark gray’. 
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In Late Proto-Albanian, “7 was also palatalized and changed to njat the 
end of the word before auslauting “7 < “ar (found in plurals of 
substantives). However, if “7 was followed by a consonant, the 
preceding *n was not palatalized. Hence, numerous plurals in mr *-n-i 
< EPA *-n-ai of nouns in -n are in contrast with 3 pl. present of verbs in 
-n< *-n-I-t< EPA *-n-r-t. 


1.4.4.9. IE *r before */gives Alb rr: 


derr ‘pig’ < EPA “darja: Gk xoipoc id. < IE “Shorios. 

ëndërr ~ andërr ‘dream, sleep’ < EPA “anrja < IE *onerio- (Gk 
OVEIQOV, Ovelpoc, Arm anovr)). 

shperr “to win (money), to gain’ < EPA “sparja: Gmc “sparojan “to 
leave unharmed, to keep’ (ON spara, OHG sparon, OE 
sparian). 

Shqerr “to tear (cloth)? < EPA Zeg ker Skt kroati ‘to diminish’, Gk 
Keip% ‘to cut’. 


1.4.4.10. At a later chronological stage, Proto-Albanian velars were 
palatalized before “7 ~ “7 (of any origin, including “7 as the first 
component of a diphthong), before diphthongs in “-i, as well as “7 and 
“i, both old and new. In this environment, 2/< “gand q< *K: 


dergj ‘to lie down, to lay sick, to be ill’ < EPA “dergja: Lith dirginti 
‘to move’, dirgti ‘to lose energy, to become weak’, Slav 
“dergati ‘to pluck, to pull’ and Gmc “fargjan ‘to tear’. 

keq ‘bad, evil’ < EPA *kakja: Gk kakoc “bad”. 

qell “to halt, to hold up, to carry’ < EPA *kela: Skt kaldyati “to 
impel’, Gk këxouat “to drive on’. 

qeth ‘to cut (hair) < EPA “Kartsa: Skt késa- “hair (of the head)’, 
Lith kdaisti ‘to scrape, to shave’. 

qipi ‘stack’ < EPA *Küpa: OPers kaufa- ‘mountain’, OHG Aufo 
‘heap’, OE Aéap id. and also bouf id., Lith kaupas id., Slav 
*kupa id. 

qyl ‘slime, mud’ < EPA *kii/a: Lith kíla ‘outgrowth‘, Slav *ky/a id. 

regj ‘to tan’ < EPA *raugja: ON reykr ‘smoke’, OHG rouh id. 
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1.4.5. Rhythmic rule 


1.4.5.0. A special change affecting intervocalic voiced occlusives in 
certain conditions can be observed in Late Proto-Albanian. It takes 
place both in Albanian words of Indo-European origin and in Latin 
loanwords (where its effects can be better followed). The change is 
connected with the syllabic structure of words and, therefore, must be 
linked to the transformation of accentual patterns in Late Proto- 
Albanian. 


Literature: ÇABEJ St III 141-142; OREL SBJa Kontakty 26-27 
(accentual conditions of the rhythmic rule); KALUZSKAJA Antic. balk. 
519 (loss of intervocalic occlusives); RUSAKOV RB 132-133. 


1.4.5.1. Proto-Albanian intervocalic voiced occlusives are preserved in 
disyllabic words where they develop according to the rules of 1.4.2. 
LPA *b yields Alb b, *d gives Alb dh and *g remains unchanged as Alb 


E 


djeg ‘to burn < EPA “dega < IE "dheg'h- ‘to burn’ (Skt déhati, 
Toch AB tsak-, tsák-, Lit deet, dëgti). 

dreeë ‘scab’ < EPA *draga: West Gmc *targjan “to pull, to stir’ 
(Germ zergen), Slav “dergati “to pull, to tug’, Lith dirginti ‘to 
move, to irritate’. 

gledhé ‘caress’ < EPA*glada: Lat glaber ‘smooth’, OHG glat 
‘shining, even, smooth’, Lith g/odus ‘smooth’, Slav *gladsks 
id., *g/aditi ‘to caress’. 

grabé ‘erosion, hollowing out < EPA “graba < IE *ghrebh- ‘to dig’ 
(OHG grab ‘grave’, Slav *grobz id.). 

rrabe ‘rocky desert (with bushes)’ < EPA *rauba: Goth raupjan “to 
rip’, OHG roufen id. 

tredh “to castrate’ < EPA *treuda: Lat triido ‘to push’, Goth us- 
priutan ‘to burden’, Slav *truds ‘labor, work’. 


1.4.5.2. The same results are observed in Latin loanwords where Lat d 
and gare substituted by Alb dh and g (we have no reliable examples for 
bin this position): 


bigé ‘forked stick, branch; double-crested mountain’ © Lat biga 
‘pair of animals; team for ploughing’. 
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modh ‘bushel’ © Lat modus ‘measure’. 
plagë ‘wound’ © Lat plaga id. 
rrugë ‘street’ € Rom “riga id. < Lat riiga ‘wrinkle’. 


1.4.5.3. In polysyllabic words intervocalic voiced occlusives changed 
to fricatives *-B-, *-6-, *-y-, which eventually merged with LPA *-x- 
and either were lost or (in a few cases) were preserved as Alb A. The 
following cases corroborate the rhythmic rule: 


det ‘sea’ « EPA *deubeta ‘depth’ « IE*dheub- ‘deep’, cf. Gmc 
*deupipo ‘depth’ > MDu diepde, MLG dëpede, E depth. 

kij ‘to prune, to trim’ < EPA denominative *kadinja related to 
kadhë  'pruning-knife, billhook with long handle’ < 
IE *(s)ke(n)d-(Skt skhadate ‘to split’, Gk OkEdaVVULII ‘to 
scatter, to disperse’). 

nge ‘time, leisure, chance, opportunity’ < EPA *en-gada: Slav 
*godb ‘time, year’. 

rrush ‘grape’ < EPA *ragusa. Gk poč id. Intermediate stages of the 
Proto-Albanian development are reflected in the name of Illyr 
Ragusa ~ Ragusium ‘Paovoa. 

sot ‘today’ < EPA dat.-loc. sg. *tsja(i) ditai « TE *kia diti- . 

vëlla ‘brother’ < EPA *swe-/auda, composite of pronominal IE *sue 
and */auda < IE*leudh- (OHG Aur ‘people’, Slav “Hud id.). 


A limited number of exceptions are known. In two cases traditional 
reconstructions must be modified in order to comply with the rhythmic 
rule: 


be ‘oath’ < EPA  *baidesa (rather than *baida): Slav *béda 
‘disaster’, Lat foedus ‘league, treaty’. The Albanian word is a 
reshaped s-stem similar to that of Latin. 

dra ~ dra ‘oil-cake, melted butter’ < EPA *dragija (rather than 
*draga): ON pl. dreggiar ‘yeast’, OPrus dragios ‘yeast’, OLith 
dragés id., Lett dial. dradzi ‘sediment in melted butter’. 


One case remains obscure and may need a revision of its etymology: 


ha “to eat < EPA *ed-ska derived from IE *ed- id. rather than EPA 
*eda. 
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1.4.5.4. The same change took place in Latin loanvvords: 


bujk ‘peasant’? © Lat bubulcus ‘ploughman, herdsman’. 

kalë ‘horse’ © Lat caballus id. 

kreshmë ‘fast’ © Lat quadragesima ‘Lent, fast of forty days”. 
mjek ‘physician, doctor’ € Lat medicus id. 

mjeshtër ‘master, builder’ € Lat magister “master”. 

pyll ‘forest’ & Rom "padülem < Lat paliidem ‘swamp’. 


Words with no traces of the rhythmic rule belong to a later layer of 
Latin loanwords: 


adhuroj ‘to adore’ © Lat adorare id. 

rregull ‘rule, norm’ © Lat rëgula id. 

rrobull “mountain pine’ © Lat robur ‘oak’. 

trashégoj ‘to inherit’ € Lat transigere “to reach an accord, to carry 
out transaction’. 


In two cases, Albanian words should be reinterpreted as dialectal Italian 
loanwords rather than borrowings from Latin (fe ‘belief’, va ford”). 


1.4.6. Consonantal clusters 


1.4.6.0. Consonantal clusters underwent drastic changes in Proto- 
Albanian and at later stages. 


Literature: PEDERSEN A/b. Texte 544 (clusters with *w), KZ XXXVI 
286-288 (*su- > d), 290 (merger of “sk and *sk), 308 (IE *-/t- > -s-), 
339 (development of Zen: JOKL Studien 17 (*su- > d) IF XXX 
192-210 (on “sk, *sk), LKUBA 207 (clusters with Liguida), 261-262 
(IE *-tt-), Mélanges Pedersen 146-148 (development of zu to *t8); 
BARIĆ AArbSt III 214-221 (development of “sk, ze). TAGLIAVINI 
Dalmazia 214 (clusters with Zut: MANN Language XVII 15 (*rn> rr), 
XXVIII 33 (depalatalization of palatals), 37 (development of “sr, *s/), 
Hist. Gr. 31-39, CIMOCHOWSKI BUSAT XIII 41-44; GATERS KZ 
LXXIII/1-2 108 (development of IE *ri); SOLTA JF LXX/3 276-315 
(Albanian-Armenian parallels); OLBERG Gedenkschr. Brandenstein 
109-118; HAMP KZ LXXVII 252-253 (IE *-tt-); ÇABEJ Sprache XVIII 
146-153 (reflexes of “sk, *sk), St III 142-143, IV 56-64 (groups nd, 
ng), IV 218-220 (“sk > sh), 220-221 (*nt> unrhotacized n), 221 (“ur 
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> rr); RUSAKOV Lis 1981 195-202; OREL Antic. balk. 3 37-39 (IE “du 


> Alb b before front vowels), LB XXVIII/4 51-53 (clusters “sp, “st, 
*sk). 


1.4.6.1. All clusters consisting of liquid sonorants followed by EPA *w 
changed in the same direction: they lost their second element while 
modifying the first one. EPA */w yielded Alb At 


amull ‘stagnant (of water) < EPA *a-mulwa: Lith mulvé ‘silt, 
marsh’, multi ‘to get dirty’. 

diell ‘sun’ < EPA *delwa: Skt hári- ‘pale, yellowish’, Av za": id., 
Lat helvus ‘yellowish’, Lith Ze/vas id. 

gjallë ‘alive’ < EPA *salwa: Skt sárva- ‘complete, whole’, Gk oho 
‘whole’, Lat salvus ‘healthy’, Toch A salu ‘completely’. 

miell ‘flour’ < EPA *melwa < IE “meluo- (OHG mëlo id., ON mjol 
id., Slav “melvo ‘grain for grinding"). 

vjell ‘to vomit’ < EPA *welwa: Lat volvo ‘to turn’. 


As far as EPA *rwis concerned, it invariably gave Alb rr: 


arrë 'walnut-tree, walnut? < EPA “arma: Gk &pua to 
“ HpakëcoTIKa kapua, Hes. 

berr ‘sheep, goat < EPA *barwa: ON borgr ‘hog’, OHG barug, 
baruhid., Slav *borvs ‘boar’. 

morr ‘louse’ < EPA *marwa: Olr moirb ‘ant’, Slav *morvz id. 

thirr ‘soot’ < EPA *tsirwa: Lith sifvas ‘gray’. 

verré “hole” < EPA *werwa: Skt urú- ‘wide’, váras- ‘space, width’, 
Gk eupuc ‘wide’. 


EPA Zur gave the same results as *rw: 


rra ‘belly-worm’ « EPA *wraga: Olr frige ‘vermin, flesh-worm’ < 
"urg-. 

rrah ‘to beat, to strike’ < EPA “vyragska: Gk pacow id. < IE 
*uragh-. 

rrënjë ~ rranjë ‘root; oak’ < EPA “vyradnja: Gk padié ‘branch’, id., 
Lat radix ‘root’, W gwraidd. 

rrime ‘rain-worm’ < EPA *wrima < IE*urmi- ~ *urmo- ‘worm’ 
(Lat vermis id., Goth waurms ‘worm, snake’, Lith vafmas 
‘insect’ ). 
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rris ‘to pull up, to move up, to increase, to grow’ < EPA *writja < 
IE *uert- ‘to turn’ (Skt vartate, Lat verto, Goth wairpan ‘to 
become’). 

rrum ‘clapper; maize-cob stripped of corns’ < EPA *wrubna: Gk 
papvoc ‘thorny bush’ < *urbno-. 


1.4.6.2. EPA *w lost before all vowels when following an occlusive: 


botë ‘earth; world’ < EPA *bwata based on IE *bheua- ~ *bhü- ‘to 
be, to grow’. 

dak ‘big ram’ < EPA *dwaka: Lith dvékti ‘to breathe’, dvakas 
‘breath’. 

degë ‘twig, branch’ < EPA *dwaiga: OHG zwig id., Germ Zweig. 

derë ‘door’ < EPA *dwora < IE *dhuer- id. (Skt dvar-, Gk Bupa, 
Toch B twere). 

gjeth ‘foliage, green leaves’ < EPA “gadza: OHG questa ‘tuft’, ON 
kuistr ‘branch’, Slav *gvozds ‘wood, forest’. 

kem ‘incense’ < EPA *kapna < IE *kuép- (Gk kamvoc ‘smoke’). 

tërë ~ tanë ‘whole, all’ < EPA *twana < *tuono- < IE *teua- ‘to 
swell’ (cf. in particular Lith fvinti ‘to rise, to swell (of water)’, 
tvánas ‘flood’). 


EPA *sw is concerned, it lost its first element and gave Alb v, cf. the 
following examples: 


vajzë ‘girl’, based on “varë < EPA *swesara: Skt svësar-, Arm 
koyr, Lat soror. 

vehte ‘self < EPA *swaja (with a secondary suffix -t-) < IE *suoios 
‘own’ (Slav *svojs, OPrus swais). 

vëlla ‘brother’ < EPA *swe-/auda, composite of pronominal IE *sue 
and */auda < IE “leudh- (OHG Aur “people”, Slav “ud id.). 

vjehërr ‘mother-in-law’ < EPA *swexura (with assimilation from 
expected *swetsura) < IE “suekri- (Skt svasrif- mother-in-law’, 
Lat socrus id.). 


When followed by *w, Proto-Albanian affricates *ts and “dz changed to 
“is and “dz, exactly as in the position before “u. The same process 
affected words beginning in *wits-> *wdz> *dzw»*dz 
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samë 'dog's excrements’ < EPA *fswa(n)-ma, a derivative in *-mo- 
of the Indo-European word for ‘dog’, cf. Skt sva, Gk kucov, Olr 
cu, Lith sud. 

zet ‘twenty’ < EPA *wu(rtsatr < IE *uikmti id. (Skt virisati-, Gk 
elkoot, Lat viginti). 

Zé ~ zë ‘voice’ < EPA “dzyvana < IE *&huen- (Arm Jain ‘voice’, Slav 
*zvonb ‘ringing, sound’). 

zot ‘lord, master, god’ < EPA *w(i)ts-pati-: Skt vis-pati- ‘lord of the 
house’. 


1.4.6.3. Consonantal clusters + “7 usually lost or modified their first 
element. Then, the palatalization took place. 


EPA *bnj> Alb (n)j 


gjaj ‘to resemble, to be like; to suit, to become; to seem; to happen’ 
< EPA *ga-/ab-nja, a denominative verb based on */ab-: Lith 
labas ‘good’, Latv Jabs id. 

kruaj ~ kruej ‘to scratch’ < EPA “krabnja further connected with IE 
*ehrebh-. 

vej “to weave’ < EPA *webnja: Skt ubhnáti ‘to lace up’, OHG 
weban “to weave', Toch B wap- id. 


EPA *dnj> Alb (n)j 


gjej ~ gjëj “to find’ < EPA “gadnja: Gk xavdavoo, aor. ëxadov ‘to 
seize, to grasp’, Lat pre-hendo id., ON geta id. 

lej “to give birth; to be born; to rise (of the sun) < EPA */aidnya: 
Lith /éisti “to let’, Latv /aístid. 

luaj ~ luej to move, to shake, to play < EPA "/adnja a 
denominative verb connected with Slav */adz ‘order, peace’, 
“laditi “to make order, to make peace’. 

rrënjë ~ rranjë ‘root; oak’ < EPA *wradnja: Gk padi€ ‘branch’, id., 
Lat radix ‘root’, W gwraidd. 


EPA *gnj> Alb (n) 


boj , bohet ‘to mate’ < EPA *bagnya: Lith bëgti ‘to run’, Latv bégt 
id., OPrus begeyte id., Slav *bégtiid., Gk pëBouat id. 
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enjë ‘juniper, yew’ < EPA “azenja related to the Germanic word for 
‘oak’: ON eik, OHG eih. 

enjë ~ êjë ‘dairy goat’ < EPA *agnja: Gk apvoc ‘lamb’, Lat agnus 
id. 

ruaj ~ ruej ‘to guard, to keep, to observe’ < EPA *ragnja: ON røkja 
‘to take care of”, Gk aphyw ‘to assist, to defend’. 

ujë ‘water’ < EPA *udnja < IE *ued- ~ *uod- id. 


EPA *knj> Alb nj 


prénjké ‘freckle, sunspot’, derivative in -ké of EPA *priknja: Skt 
písni- ‘spotted, speckled’, Gk mepkvoc ‘dark, spotted’, W erch 
‘spotted’. 


EPA #rnj> Alb (n)j 


mbaj “to hold, to carry’ < EPA *en-barnja, a causative related to IE 
*bher- ‘to bear’. 

ziej ‘to boil, to cook’ < EPA *dZernja < IE *e'her- (Gk Dëpouo “to 
become hot, to warm, to burn’, Olr fogeir (he) warms’). 


EPA *snj> Alb (n)j 


muaj ~ muej ‘month’ < EPA *mosnja, from the metathesis of IE 
*mens- ‘moon, month’ (Skt mas-, Gk unv, Lat mensis, Olr mi). 
quaj ~ quej ‘to call, to give a name’ < EPA *k/ousnja, a denominative 
based on IE “Kleuos ‘glory, word’ (Skt sravas-, Gk KA£oc, Slav 
*slovo). 
thaj ‘to dry’ < EPA *sausnja < IE *sauso- ‘dry’ (Gk atoc, MHG 
sor, Lith saüsas, Slav *suxs). 


EPA *snj> Alb (n)j 


maj ~ maj “to feed, to fatten’ < EPA *mazdnja, a deverbative based 
on IE *mazd- ‘feeding’ (OHG mast, Skt médas- ‘fat, marrow"). 
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EPA “dij, “etj, *ktj> Alb s 


lus ‘to pray, to invoke, to beg’ < EPA */ugtja: Lith lirgoti ‘to ask, to 
pray’, Latv /udzu, Joer ‘to ask, to invite’, OHG /ockon ‘to lure, 
to entice’. 

nesër ‘tomorrow’ < EPA “natsor continuing *nok’tior, cf. W 
neithiwr, neithwyr “last night’, Bret neizoer, neiziir id. 

Zhys ‘to dive’ < EPA *dis-id-ya derived from IE *ued- ~ *ud- 
‘water’. 


EPA “dsj, *ksj» Alb sh 


Josh “to curl, to fondle, to caress’ < EPA "jaudsja < IE “jeudh- (Skt 
yudhyate ‘to fight, to struggle’, Toch A yutk- ‘to take care of, to 
trouble about’, Lith jaudinti “to excite, to arouse’). 

push ‘fluff, down, nap, pile’ < EPA "puksja: Skt puccha- ‘tail’ < 
*puksko-, Slav *puxz ‘down’ < *poukso-. 

qesh “to laugh’ < EPA *kaksya, cf. similar onomatopoeic verbs in 
Skt kakhati id., Gk Kaxot co id. 

teshë f ‘speck of dust, little splinter’ < EPA *taksja < IE “teks- (Skt 
taksati ‘to carpenter, to cut’, Lat texo ‘to weave’, Lith Goen ‘to 


H 


hew’. 


In EPA *nrj the segment “7y changed to rr and then, epenthetic d was 
added so that *nrj resulted in -ndërr. 


ëndërr ~ andérr ‘dream, sleep’ < EPA “anrja « IE *oner- ‘word’ 
(Gk Ovap) ~ “onerio- id. (Gk Oveipov, Oveipoc, Arm anowr;), 


1.4.6.4. Anlaut clusters consisting of velar occlusives followed by EPA 
“I are relatively well preserved in Albanian. While in some areas they 
remain unchanged, in the majority of dialects */ gave j and the clusters 
eventually yielded gj and g (the latter could later become depalatalized 
and turn to E. Cf. the following examples: 


gjemb, glémb ‘thorn’ < EPA *glamba, comparable with Slav *g/ob- 
ok» ‘deep’ < *'hollowed', *e/obe ‘trunk, stump, cabbage- 
stump’, cf. also Gk yAadeo ‘to scrape up”. 

qep “to sew (together), to seize’ < EPA *klepa: Slav *klepati ‘to 
beat, to knock’. 
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qetë ‘(jagged) rock’ < EPA *k/aita: W clud ‘heap’ and Lith saitas 
‘slope’. 

qos ‘to end, to finish < EPA “Klatujtja derived from the Indo- 
European word for ‘key’: Gk kAmic, Lat c/avis. Cf. Lith 
Kliaudyti “to stop, to prevent’. 

quaj ~ quej ‘to call, to give a name’ < EPA "K/ausnja, a 
denominative based on IE *Kleyos ‘glory, word’: Skt sravas-, 
Gk KA£oc, Slav *s/ovo. 

qye ‘summit, peak’ < EPA *k/aina to IE “Kloino- ‘slanting, skew’ 
(Goth gen. pl. A/aine ‘hill’). 


The one example of medial “ef attests an anaptyctic vowel: 


mjegull ‘cloud’ < EPA *megla: Gk opixàn ‘fog, mist’, Lith migla 
id., Slav *mg/a ‘darkness, mist’. 


EPA “grand “Kr are well preserved in Albanian: 


grabé ‘erosion, hollowing out < EPA *graba: OHG grab ‘grave’, 
Slav *erobz id. 

grah ~ graf ‘to spur on, to call, to roar’ < EPA *graska: Skt grnati 
“to call, to invoke’, Lith grin, girti ‘to praise’. 

grij ~ grij ‘to cut into pieces, to gnaw, to eat away’ < EPA “grinja < 
IE *ger- ‘to swallow’ (Skt giráti, Arm eker, Lat voro, Lith 
geriu, gérti ‘to drink’, Slav *Zerti). 

kri ~ kri ‘woodworm, moth’ < EPA *kriwi-, to IE *k‘rui- (Slav 
*Chrvb ‘worm’ ). 

Kripë ~ krypë ‘salt’ < EPA “Kripa: ON Arufa ‘scab’, Lith kraupus 
‘rough’, &raupis ‘scab’, Latv Kraüpis ‘frail, brittle’, Slav *krupa 
“groats”. 

krua ~ krue ‘spring, fountain’ < EPA *krana < *krasna: Gk KNN 
id., OE Aren ‘wave’ « Gmc *xrazno. 


Initial “Kr occasionally became voiced: 


greré ~ grenzé ‘wasp, hornet’ « EPA *graisna: Lat crabro ‘hornet’, 
OHG bornaz id., Lith sirsudid., Slav *sersens id. 


In the intervocalic position, the velar in “gr was lost, cf. the following 
examples: 


PHONOLOGY 87 


bloré ‘sling’ < EPA *b/agra, comparable with Lat flagrum ‘whip’, 
cf. further ON blekkja ‘to beat, to strike’. 

përmjerr “to urinate’ < EPA “per-megra: IE *meigh- id. (Skt 
méhati, Gk OLEX, Lat meid, ON miga). 


1.4.6.5. The number of examples illustrating the evolution of clusters 
including dentals and */ is very limited. The rare initial cluster “di 
merged with Zeit 


gjatë, glatë ‘long’ < EPA “dlata continuing IE *d/ngh-to-, cf. 
*(d)longho- (Lat longus, Goth /aggs). 


As to “Fi, it developed into //in the middle of the word: 


grellë “deep place” < EPA “eritiz: Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus 
gurcle ‘throat’, Slav *ezrdlo id., cf. also “Zerdlo ‘river-bed; 
opening’. 


EPA *s/ yields Alb //in all positions: 


dell ‘tendon’ < EPA *dais/a: Lith gysla *blood-vessel, tendon’, Slav 
*Zila ‘tendon’. 

dyllë ‘wax’ < EPA *düla « *dusla: Gk xuAóc ‘juice’. 

kollë ‘cough’ < EPA *kas/a: Slav “kaste id., Lith kosulys id. 

llënjëz “mud, sil? < EPA *s/mja: Lith shënas ‘saliva, mucus, slime’, 
Slav “shna 'saliva'. 

qull ‘porridge’ < EPA “Klu-sla: Gk Kú% ‘to rinse’, Lat c/uó ‘to 
clean'. 


If zt was not depalatalized before “7, the resulting cluster *ts/ yielded 
“so IL 


pellë ‘comb’ < EPA *pets/a: Gk mék% ‘to comb’, Lith pésti ‘to pull, 
to pluck’, Lat pecten ‘comb’. 

tollë ‘bald spot; drum membrane’ < EPA "ras/a < “tëksiz: Lat tēla 
‘cloth’, OHG dehsala ‘axe’, Slav *tes/a id. 


1.4.6.6. Numerous clusters including dentals and *r were well 
preserved in Albanian. EPA “dr gave dr. 
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drang ‘barge-pole, punting-pole; young creature, cub’ < EPA 
*dranga. ON drangr ‘stone-pillar’, drengr ‘thick trunk’, Lith 
dránga ‘perch, pole’, Slav “droga ~ “droga. 

dre ~ drê ‘deer’ < EPA *drani- apavic [for 6p-]: EAadoc. 

dredh ‘to turn, to rotate’ < EPA *dredza continuing IE *dregh- 
(Arm darnam ‘to turn’, darj‘curve, turn’). 

drité ‘light, lustre, pupil (of an eye)’ < EPA *drikta based on IE 
*derk- ‘to look’ cf. in particular, OE forht ‘bright’, OHG 
zoraht. 

dru ~ dri ‘tree; wood (f, pl. dru)’ < EPA *druwa: Slav *drevo 
‘wood’, Skt dru- id., Av dru-id., Gk 6puc ‘tree, oak’. 

dre, droe ‘fear’ < PAlb *drawa: Latv druvas ‘fear’ and Lith 
draudëiu, draüsti ‘to forbid, to deter, to scare off”. 


EPA “fr did not change: 


trap ‘ferry’ < EPA “trapa: Slav "tropa ‘path’ further related to IE 
*trep- ‘to tread’. 

tre ‘three’ < EPA *treje < IE *trejes id. (Skt trayah, Gk mec, Lat 
tës). 

tredh “to castrate’ < EPA “treuda: Lat trüdo “to push’, Goth us- 
priutan ‘to burden’, Slav *truds ‘labor, work’. 

tremb ‘to frighten’ < EPA *trema: Toch A tärm- ‘to get angry’, Gk 
TPËHCI “to tremble (of fear)’, Lat tremo id. 

tres ‘to melt, to loosen, to dissolve’ < EPA "trotja: Slav *tratjo, 
*tratiti “to spend, to waste’. 

trim ‘hero’, adj. “brave, courageous’ < EPA “trima: IE *trmo- 
(Arm farm ‘young, fresh, green’). 


In inlaut, anaptyctic ë developed within Alb fr and dr at a very recent 
stage: 


tjetër ‘other’ < EPA *etera: Slav *eterz ‘some, somebody’. 
motër ‘sister’ < *matra < EPA “mater < IE “mater- ‘mother’ (Skt 
matar-, Gk urrmp, Lat mater). 


The cluster “sr gives Alb rr in all positions: 


err ‘darkness’ < EPA *ausra: Lith ausra ‘dawn’, Gk &coc id. 
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Korr ‘to reap, to harvest < EPA *kasra: Lith kasu, kast ‘to dig’, 
Slav *kosa ‘scythe’. 

rrag ‘apron’ < EPA “*srauga: Lith srioga ‘skein, hank; tuf, 
hairlock’, srauga id. 

rrymë ‘flow (of water)’ < EPA *sriima: Gk pevua ‘stream’, ON 
straumr id., Lith sraumuo ‘fast stream”. 


The development of *str is of special interest. It seems to reflect dhr < 
*dzr < *tsr, with a secondary variant dr. 


badhér, badér ‘narcissus, daffodil’? < EPA *bastra: Skt bhástra 
‘bellows’, further based on “bhes- ‘to blow’. 

thadér ‘a kind of double-sided axe’ < EPA “*tsestra: Skt sastrá- 
‘knife, sword’. 


Initial clusters with second *r can occasionally lose the r: 


përpush “to poke, to stir up’ < “për-prush, cf. prush “ember, glow- 
ing coal’. 

shkep, shkrep ‘to resemble’, a prefixed derivative of *krep « 
EPA “Krepa ‘body’: Skt krp- ‘shape, beautiful appearance’, Lat 
corpus ‘body’, OHG Aref ‘body, lap’. 

shpall ‘to announce, to declare’ < “shprall, based on prrallë ‘tale, 
story’. 


1.4.6.7. When appearing in clusters with nasal sonorants, liquids creat- 
ed homorganic epenthetic consonants: 


dhëndër ~ dhandér ‘bridegroom, son-in-law’ < EPA “dzanra < 
IE *Senar- ‘son-in-law’ (Lat gener). 
ëmbël ~ ambël ‘sweet’ < EPA “amla: Skt amld- ‘sour’. 
Rarely attested *r/yielded 1, 7 
bilë, bijë ‘daughter’ < EPA *bir(1)la derived from bir ‘son’. 


1.4.6.8. When followed by occlusives, EPA */ and *r were preserved. 
However, Alb /can change to fin most dialects: 
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ajkë ‘cream, wool fat < EPA “*a/ka related to Lith At “be 
hungry’, a/ka ‘hunger’, Slav *o/Kti ‘be hungry’. 

argésh ‘crude raft supported by skin bladders, crude bridge of 
crossbars, harrow’ < EPA “argusa: Skt argala- ‘bolt’, OE reced 
“building, house’. 

bajgë, balgé ‘dung’ < EPA *balga: Gk BoABitov ‘cow dung’ < IE 
*bolg*. 

darkë ‘supper’< EPA “darka < IE “dork'om reflected in Gk dopTTOV 
id. 

heq, helg ‘to draw, to pull” < EPA *skalkja. Gk *oAkéco < *solkeio 
based on £Àkco'to draw’. The variant Aeq goes back to “hejq. 


In one case, however, EPA *rk yielded rr: 


tjerr “to spin’ < EPA “terka: Toch B fark- ‘to turn’ (only as part. 
pret.), Lat torqueo id. and the like 


Clusters consisting of a liquid followed by *s or by an affricate devel- 
oped into /(7) and r(r): 


djerr ‘fallow land’ < EPA *dersa < IE “ëhersos (Gk xépooc ‘dry 
land"). 

kalli ‘ear of grain’ based on EPA *kalsa: Slav *Ko/sz ‘ear of grain’. 

marrté ‘murky, cloudy, dim, dull’, derived from EPA *marsa: Slav 
*morx® ‘dusk, fog’. 

mjel ‘to milk” < EPA “melga: Gk ayédyoo id., Lat mulgeo id., Lith 
méliu, mëlzti id. 

ter “to make dry’ < EPA “tarsja: Skt tarsdyatiid., Lat torreo id., ON 
perra id. 


In inlaut, the reflex of EPA *rts‘is (r)s. This may be the result, however, 
of preserved derivational connections: 


dasmé, darsmé ‘wedding’ < EPA *dartsima, derived from darké. 
Longer clusters beginning with liquids were radically simplified: 


barmé ‘bast?’ < EPA *bardzmda derived from *bardza > bardhë 
‘white’. 
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bashkë ‘fleece’ < EPA *bar(u)ska: baruké id. and derived from 
berr ‘sheep, goat’. 

et ‘thirst’ < EPA *a/k-t-: Lith dikti ‘to be hungry’, Slav *olkati id., 
OHG ei ‘hunger’. 

kashtë ‘straw’ < EPA “kalsta, derivative of kalli ‘ear of grain’. 


1.4.6.9. The groups “In and *rn have been preserved until a very late 
stage, probably until the early Middle Ages. Then, both clusters were 
simplified. EPA Zio developed into //: 


bolle ‘testicles’ < EPA *balnai. Gk paMoc ‘phallus’, Lat follis 
‘bellows’, Olr ball ‘limb, member’. 

gështallë ‘splint, piece of wood’ < EPA *ka-stalnd < IE “stel-. 

hall ‘trouble, misery, plight, sorrow’ < EPA *skalna: Gmc *skallaz 
‘thin, dry, shallow’ ~ “xallaz ‘weak, tired’. 

kall “to insert, to thrust, to place, to incite, to set on fire’ < EPA 
*kalna < TE *k’olo- derived from *k’e/- ‘to turn’. 

pjell “to beget, to produce, to bear’ < EPA "pe/na: Lat pello ‘to 
drive, to push’, Gk TAA ‘to poise, to swell, to swing’. 


EPA “rn gave Alb rr: 


barrë ‘fetus’ < EPA “barna, cognate with Gmc *barnan ‘child’. 

djerr ‘to destroy’ < EPA *derna: Skt drnáti ‘to burst, to tear’, Gk 
dépco ‘to skin’, Goth garairan ‘to tear’. 

kurrë ‘never, ever’ < EPA “kur ne, a compound of kur ‘when’ and 
the negation particle *ne. 

marr ‘to take, to grasp’ « EPA *marna, a denominative based on the 
Indo-European heteroclitic stem *mə-r/n-: Hitt manijahh- ‘to 
hand over’, Gk ua pn, Lat manus. 

verr ‘alder’ « EPA *werna: Bret gwern id., W gwernen id., MIr 
fernid. and Arm geran ‘beam, timber’ 

zorrë ‘gut’? < EPA *dzarna: Lith Zarnà id. 


The cluster *rsn also produced Alb rr: 


sorrë ‘crow’ < EPA *tsarsna corresponding to Skt Krsna- ‘black, 
dark’, OPrus kirsnan ‘black’, Slav *csrnz id. 
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1.4.6.10. All clusters consisting of an occlusive followed by EPA *m 
developed into Alb 777: 


améz ‘odour, aroma’ derived from EPA *adma: Gk ooun id., Lat 
odor id., Lith ost? ‘to smell’. 

bram ‘residue, scoria, rust, ear-wax’ < EPA *bradma: Skt bradhnd- 
‘reddish, yellow’, Slav “brong ‘colored’ < *brodns. 

hime ‘bran’ < EPA *skeidma < IE *skeid-men-: Goth skaidan ‘to 
divide’, Lith skredzu, skresti ‘to make thin’, cf. Lith skremuo 
‘opening used to insert the shuttle’ < *skeid-men-. 

kam ‘to have’ < EPA *kapmi < IE*kap- ‘to seize, to grasp’ (Lat 
capio id., Goth haban ‘to have”). 


Likewise, EPA *nm > Alb m: 


emër ~ emën ‘name’ < EPA *enmen- or *inmen- Olr ainm id., 
Slav “jame id., OPrus emnes id. 


EPA *sm Alb min all positions: 


imtë ‘tiny, small’ < EPA *fma continuing *fs-mos, cf. Skt fsat 
‘little, a little, slightly’, Lith Gas ‘short’, Latv iss id. 

jam ‘to be’ < EPA *es-mi< IE *es- id. (Skt asmi, Gk it). 

myekér ‘chin, beard’ < EPA *smekra: Hitt zamankur- ‘beard’, Skt 
smásru-id., Arm mawrowKk id., Lith smëkras ‘chin’. 

mug ‘twilight’ < EPA *smuga: OE smoca ‘smoke’, Olr múch id., 
Arm mowx id. 


EPA *nsm simplified to Alb o 


thom “to say’ < EPA *tsansmr. OPers Gëtt: “to say’, Lat censeo ‘to 
assess, to value”. 


Before spirants and affricates “777 was dropped: 
gjithë “al” < EPA *semdza < IE *sem-gho- ‘one’ (Arm ez). 


mish ‘flesh, meat? < EPA “memsa < IE “memso- id. (Skt mamsa 
‘flesh, meat’, Arm mis, Goth mimz, Slav *meso). 
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1.4.6.11. The history of clusters vvith “77 is more complicated than 
those in “m. Groups consisting of a labial and “77 yielded o 


gjalm ‘rope, lace’ < EPA *salpna: Slav *solpiti “to stick out’, Lith 
IS-selpinëti ‘to get divided’. 

gjumë ‘sleep’ < EPA *supna < IE*sup-no- id. (Gk Urvoc, Slav 
*S'BIID). 

karmë ‘rock’ < EPA ¥*karpnā further related to karpë id. 

kem, gem ‘incense’ < EPA “kapna: Gk katrvoc ‘smoke’. 

kërmë ‘carcass, carion, cadaver’ < EPA *karp-na: Skt Krp- ‘shape, 
beautiful appearance’, Lat corpus ‘body’, OHG Arėf ‘belly, 
body’. 

Jum ‘blessed, happy, lucky, fortunate’ < EPA */ubna, an adjective 
in *-no- derived from IE */eubh- ‘to love, to wish’. 


EPA “en (with *g of any origin) changed to or 


enjë ‘juniper, yew’ < EPA "arenja: ON eik, OHG eih. 

enjë ~ éjé ‘dairy goat’ < EPA *agnja: Gk apvoc ‘lamb’, Lat agnus 
id. 

njoh ~ njof ‘to know’ < EPA *gnaska: IE *Sena-~ *éno- id., cf. Gk 
ytyvcdokco, Epidaur yvo3okc, Lat (g)nóscó. 


EPA Zon became “7, which is preserved as such in anlaut: 
nus ‘thread, string’ < EPA *snutja: Skt snëvan- ‘band, sinew’. 


In auslaut, however, Zu was occasionally lost. When it was preserved, it 
was rhotacized in Tosk: 
grerë ~ grenzé ‘wasp, hornet’ < EPA *graisna: Lat crabro ‘hornet’, 
OHG bornaz id. Lith sirsudid., Slav *sersens id. 
gjër ‘soup’ ~ Geg gjanë ‘mudbed, alluvium’ < EPA *jausna: Skt 
neut. yis ‘soup’, Lat sis id., Lith jasë ‘fish soup’. 
krua ~ krue ‘spring, fountain’ < EPA "Krona: Gk Kprvn id., OE 
hren ‘wave’ < Gmc *xrazno. 
krye ‘head’ < EPA *kranja< “krasnja: Gk kpaviov ‘skull, head”. 
muaj ~ muej ‘month’ < EPA “mosnja, from the metathesis of IE 
*mens- ‘moon, month’ (Skt mas-, Gk unv, Lat ménsis, Olr 
mr). 
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The development of *dn was similar to that of Zen: 


lé~ lë ‘to let’ < EPA */ardna: Lith /érstrid., Latv /aístid., Goth /etan 
id. 


1.4.6.12. Clusters in which *n is followed by velars (including those 
derived from old palatals) emerged as ng: 


ang ‘fear, nightmare’ < EPA *anga corresponding to Skt amhas- 
‘fear’, Lat angor ‘unrest, fear’, Olr cumcae gl. ‘angor’ < Celt 
*kom-ong-ia. 

angérr ‘skin, intestines’ < EPA “angara related to Arm anjn ‘soul, 
person’, ON angi ‘smell, odor‘. 

bung ‘kind of oak, Quercus sessiflora’ < EPA *bunka: Arm bown 
‘trunk’. 

nga ‘out’ < EPA *en-ka, a compound consisting of *en- identical 
with IE “en “in” and EPA “Ka, which is related to Slav “Ks ‘to, 
towards’. 

ngul ‘to thrust in, to stick in’ < EPA “en-kula: Lith kulti “to thresh’, 
Latv Kult ‘to strike’. 


If the palatal changed to an affricate, “77 was lost: 


pesë ~ pésé ‘five’ < EPA *pentse < IE *penk’e ‘five’ (Skt páñca, Gk 
mëvre, Lat quinque). 


In auslaut, the cluster Zur normally gives 77: 


anë ‘side’ < EPA "anta: Skt ánta- ‘end’, Goth andeis id. 

banë ‘dwelling’ < EPA *banti, derived from bëj “to make, to do”. 

dhunë ‘labor pains, shame, disgrace’ < EPA *edunti Gk òðúvn 
“labor pains', Arm er&n id. 

man ‘mulberry’ < EPA “manta: Dac yavteta ‘blackberry’. 

vonë ‘late’ < EPA participle *wantr Skt váyati ‘to vanish, to become 
exhausted’, Lith vojus(1) ‘ailing’, Latv vajs ‘meager, weak’. 


If preceded by “e, EPA *ntbecame nd. 


brenda ‘inside’ < EPA *(en) per enta, a sequence of clitics. 
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candér ‘prop, support < EPA "is-skentra < IE *(s)kentrom (Gk 
KEVTpOV 'goad'). 

lend ‘acorn’ < EPA */enta < IE */ent- ‘lentil’ (Lat Jens, lentis, OHG 
insi, Slav *letja). 

lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material’ < EPA */enta: Gmc “lendo 
‘linden’ (OHG Jinta, OE lind), Lith /entà ‘board’, Slav “Jote 
‘bast’. 

vend ‘place’ < EPA *wen-ta, based on vé ‘to put’ < EPA *wena. 


1.4.6.13. The history of clusters beginning in *s seems to be 
particularly complicated. Despite many attempts at their elucidation, our 
understanding remains incomplete. 


The cluster *sp regularly reflects as fin anlaut. It is likely that a medial 
stage “ps existed (cf. below): 


farë ‘seed, semen, kin’ < EPA *spara < IE *sper- ‘to spill, to sow’ 
(Gk ometpoo id., orrépuia ‘semen, seed‘). 

fend ‘to fart’ < EPA “spenda: Skt spandate ‘to shiver’, Gk 
opadotco ‘to ahiver, to tremble’. 

ferrë ‘thorn, thorny bush’ < EPA *sperna < IE *sper- ‘spear, stick’ 
(Lat sparus ‘short spear’, Gmc *speru- ‘spear’ > ON spjor). 

fjalë ‘word, speech, tale’ < EPA “spelz. Goth spill ‘story, fable’, 
ON spjall ‘story, speech’, OE spell id., OHG spel, spell id. and 
Arm araspel ‘fable’. 

Hyj ~ fryej ‘to blow’ < *sprignya: Lith sprügstu, spriigti ‘to escape, 
to get out’, Slav *prygati ‘to jump, to spring’. 

fus ‘to put in, to thrust in, to insert; to plant’ < EPA “sputja: Lat 
puto ‘to trim, to prune’, Toch A, B putk- ‘to divide’. 

fyt ‘throat, gullet’ < EPA *spüta: Lat spud ‘to spit’, spūtum ‘spittle’, 
Gk TrTUco ‘to spit’. 


EPA “ps yielded £ 


afër ‘near’ < EPA *apsera, a contamination of "aps, a variant of IE 
“apo, and of *apero (Skt dpara ‘posterior, later’, Goth afar 
‘after’). 


No examples of medial *sp are attested. There are alleged cases where 
“sp yields Alb shp, however these examples are better explained as 
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derivatives where a morphological boundary separates the *s and “p. 
Cf. the following example: 


shpardh, shparr ‘oak’ < EPA *is-pardza. ON forkr ‘stick, pole’ 
continuing IE *perg-. 


There may be, however, one example which supports this position: 


shperr ‘to win (money), to gain’ < EPA “sparja: Gmc “sparojan “to 
leave unharmed, to keep’: ON spara, OHG sparon, OE spartan. 


1.4.6.14. The cluster “st gave shtin all positions: 


asht ‘bone’ < EPA “ash or “asta < IE *ost(1)- ‘bone’ (Hitt Basta, Skt 
asthi, Gk OoTËOV). 

brushtull ‘heather’ < EPA *brust-ula: Slav “brests ‘sprout, bud’ 
and OS brustian ‘to shoot, to sprout’. 

késhtallé ‘splint (in medicine)’ < EPA *ka-sta/a: Goth stols ‘chair’, 
Lith stãlas ‘table’, Slav *sto/z ‘table, pole”. 

shtagë “pole, stick’ < EPA *staga: ON stjaki id., Latv stega ‘long 
pole’. 

shtang ‘hard’ < EPA *stanga. ON stinga “to put, to stick’, Lith 
stëngiu, sténgti ‘to be able”, stifigti “to become hard’, Latv strigt 
id. 

shteg ‘path, road < EPA *staiga < IE *stoigho- ‘way’ (Gk oTOIXOG 
‘row, line’, Goth staiga ‘way’, Latv staiga ‘walking’, siga 
“path”, Slav *stsza id.). 


Alb sAtis also the end product of triconsonantal clusters ending in “së. 


gjashtë ‘six’ < EPA *seksti-, derivationally close to Skt sasti- ‘six 
tens’. 

Jashtë ‘outside’ < EPA *eksta derived from IE *egh-s ‘out’: Gk £Ẹ, 
Lat ex and the like. 

kashtë ‘straw’ < EPA “kalsta, derivative of kalli ‘ear of grain’. 

rrasht ‘bone, skull, skeleton, shell < EPA *wragsta, derivative of 
rrah ‘to beat, to strike’ < *wrag-ska. 


The voiced correlate of *streflected as *zd>*dz> dh: 
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pidh ‘female pudenda’ < EPA "p(e)izda: Slav *pizda id. and OPrus 
peisda ‘bottom’. 


However, when preceded by voiced consonants, *zd was dissimilated to 
*ts> th: 


drithé ‘grain’ < EPA *dritsa: Lat hordeum ‘barley’, OHG gersta id. 
< IE *ghyzd-. 

gjeth ‘foliage, green leaves’ < EPA “gadza: OHG questa ‘tuft’, ON 
kvistr ‘branch’, Slav *gvozds ‘wood, forest’. 


1.4.6.15. In anlaut, EPA *sk of any origin (i.e. reflecting IE *sk or *sk) 
could either develop into shk or become metathesized and change to A 
through the intermediate stage of “Ks. As we know, the latter would 
give Alb /as proved by the following example: 


hirrë ‘whey’ < EPA *ksira: Skt ksīrá- ‘milk’, Osset cexsir id. 


Metathesis did not normally take place in Proto-Albanian roots 
containing an unvoiced consonant: 


shkak ‘reason, cause; noose, snare, trap’ < EPA *skaka: ON skaga 
‘to protrude’, Slav *skoks ‘jump’ < IE *skek- ‘to jump, to be 
agile’. 

shkas ‘to slip, to slide’ < EPA “skatja corresponding to Lat scateo 
‘to stream, to flow out’, Lith skantu, skasti ‘to spring, to jump’. 

shkep “to rip open, to unrip, to tear’ < EPA *skaipa: ON skifa “to 
split’, OFris skivia “to divide’. 

shkop ‘stick, cane’ < EPA *skapa: Gk oxatroc’ Khadoc, OKNITTPOV 
“staff”, Lat scapus ‘shaft, stem’, 

shkund ‘to shake, to swing’ < EPA *skunta, nasal present of IE 
fskeur(MIr scothaid ‘to cut off’, Lith skutu, skusti ‘to scrape"). 


There is no metathesis in words beginning with “sAr-: 


shkrabé ‘scrawl < EPA *skraba: Lat scrobis ‘pit’, OE screpan ‘to 
scratch’, Lith skrebéti “to rustle’, Slav *skrebti ‘to scratch’. 


EPA “sk is regularly metathesized to “ks > Alb A in Proto-Albanian 
roots with voiced occlusives: 
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hedh ‘to throw, to shoot < EPA *kseuda: ON skjóta, OHG sciozan 
and other continuants of Gmc *skzutan “to shoot’. 

hime ‘bran’ < EPA “skerdma: Goth skaidan ‘to divide’, Lith 
skíedžu, skiesti “to make thin’, cf. Lith skremud ‘opening used 
to insert the shuttle’ < *skeid-men-. 


The same development takes place in roots with sonorants “7, “7, *m, 
*n, JA *w. 


harr “to weed, to cut down’ < EPA *skarna < IE *sker- “to cut’, cf. 
Goth us-skarjan ‘to tear out’, Lith ski, skirti. 

hell ‘spear, spit? < EPA “skola: Gk oxadioc ‘pointed stake, thorn’. 

hënë ‘moon’ < EPA *ksanda: Skt candati ‘(he) shines, is bright’, 
candrá- ‘shining; moon’. 

hije ‘shadow’ < EPA *ksija < IE *sKai- ~ *ski- (Skt chay id., Gk 
okia id.). 

hir ‘grace, favor, mercy’ < EPA *skira: Goth skeirs ‘clear’, Slav 
*SCirb ‘clean’. 

hu ~ hû ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA *skuja: Slav *xuje 
“penis”. 

humb ‘to leave, to lose, to spoil, to miss’ < IE *skeubh- (Goth af- 
skiuban ‘to push away, to reject’, Lith skumbu, skubti ‘to hurry, 
to hasten’). 


There are a few exceptions that may require a revision of the presently 
accepted etymologies: 


hip(éj) ~ hypi ‘to go up’ < EPA “skipa: Lith Küpti “to rise’, Latv 
kupt ‘to gather, to build up’. 

shkélbozé “bark” based on *shkalbé < EPA *skalba: ON skalpr 
‘ship’, skelpa ‘grimace’ < *‘crack, split, MLG scholpe 
‘mussel’. 


The emerging new sound A was extremely unstable in anlaut and was 
dropped in various words in almost all of the Albanian dialects. At the 
same time, a non-etymological A appeared in quite a few Albanian 
words, cf. for example: 


herdhe ‘testicles’ < EPA *ardzar. IE *orghi- ~ *rghi- id. (Av dual. 
arazi, Gk opxic, Arm orjik, Mir uirgge id.). 
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hikërr ‘sour milk; buckwheat’ < EPA *erkra, an r-derivative of ik, 
ikëj ‘to go’ (for the semantic development cf. Germ gerinnen 
‘to coagulate’ < rinnen “to run"). 


1.4.6.16. Alb shk ~ shq in anlaut may also result from the development 
of the prefix */s- and a root initial *k-: 


shkal ‘to bring down, to drag, to roll, to charm (of fairies)’ < EPA 
*1§-kala: TE *k’el- ‘to turn, to roll”. 

shkel “to make a step, to walk < EPA *i8-kalja: Skt kalayati “to 
drive’, Gk KëMA ca id. 

shkul ‘to tear out, to pull out, to eradicate’ < EPA “7S-kula: Lat - 
cello “to rise high’, Lith keliu, kélti ‘to lift’. 

Shqerr “to tear (cloth)? < EPA Ze ker Skt Arnati ‘to diminish’, Gk 
Keip% ‘to cut’. 


If the prefix *7s- was followed by a root initial “sk, the new cluster 
yielded Alb ç: 


çaj ‘to split, to cleave, to smash, to batter, to chop up’ < EPA Ze. 
skednja < IE *sked- ‘to split’ (Skt skhadate, Gk oxeSavvuul). 

çalë ‘lame’ < EPA *is-skala. Gk okodioc ‘crooked’, Lat scelus. 

çandër ‘prop, support < EPA “75-skentra to IE *(s)kentrom (Gk 
KëvTpov 'goad'). 

cars ‘to destroy, to spoil’ < EPA “75-skertja: ON skera ‘to cut’, Lith 
skirts id. 

cem ‘to bring to light, to disclose, to reveal, to broach’ < EPA Ze. 
skepna: Slav *scepati “to split’. 

çjerr “to tear up’ < EPA *is-skera: Olr scaraim “to separate’, ON 
skera “to cut’, Lith skiriù, skirti ‘to separate’. 


1.4.6.17. Medially, an original cluster with a “pure” velar “sk 
developed into Alb shk (the same applies to triconsonantal clusters 
ending in *sk): 


ashké ‘wood splinter’ < EPA *a(k)ska, a derivative of IE *aks- 
‘axis’: Skt aksa-, Gk OEcov, Lat axis. 

bashkë ‘fleece’ < EPA *barska: berr ‘sheep, goat’. 

bashké ‘together’ < EPA *bakska: Lat fascis ‘bundle’, fascia ‘band, 
bandage’. 
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eshke ‘kidney’ < EPA *aiska: Slav “jasto id. and ON eista ‘testicle’ 
< “oidsto-. 

fishkem ~ fyshkem ‘to wither, to fade’ < EPA *spüska: Lith puskas 
“blister, fin, pimple’, Latv pusks ‘tuft’. 

flashkét ‘sluggish, lame’ < *plashkét < EPA *plakska: Lith 
plokscias ‘flat’, Slav “ploske id. and Slav *ploxs ‘flat, bad, 
evil, poor’. 


The cluster *sk was metathesized and gave Alb A (the same applies to 
triconsonantal clusters ending in *sk). This development is corroborated 
by numerous Albanian verbs in *_ske/o-: 


grah ~ graf ‘to spur on, to call, to roar’ < EPA *graska: Skt grnati 
“to call, to invoke’, Lith grin, girti “to praise’. 

grih ‘to sharpen’ < EPA *greiska. Gk xpico ‘to rub, to anoint, to 
prick’, Lith grieju, griéti ‘to scoop cream from milk, to take 
hold of’. 

kreh ~ kref ‘to comb’ < EPA *grebska: Lith grébti ‘to rake’, Slav 
*erebo, *grebti ‘to row, to rake’. 

meh ~ mef ‘to soak’ < EPA “meu-ska: Latv maiit ‘to dive’, Slav 
*myti ‘to wash’. 

njeh ~ njef ‘to count, to consider’ < EPA “nemska: Gk véu% ‘to 
divide’, Goth zzman ‘to take’, Lat numerus ‘member, element, 
number’ and zummus ‘coin, money’. 

Shoh ~ shof ‘to see’ < EPA *sakska: Skt sdcate ‘to accompany, to 
follow’, Gk etrouat, Lat sequor, Goth saifvan “to see’. 


1.4.6.18. Clusters consisting of an affricate and *s develop into a 
simple affricate: 


djathtë ‘right’ < EPA “detsa < *detssa < IE “deks- id. (Skt daksina-, 
Gk 6r610ç, Lat dexter). 
ith ‘behind’ < EPA “its, a form of IE *eghs from, out of’. 


In old derivatives with the preverb “75- we can observe a phenomenon, 
which was later obscured by analogical processes - the unvoicing of the 
following voiced consonants: 


shkabë ‘eagle’ < EPA “*is-gaba, a prefixal formation related to 
gabonjë id. 
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shkardhé ‘dog-chain; a long stick attached to a dog’s neck to 
prevent it from biting its master’ < EPA *7s-garda: Slav *jsz- 
gorda ‘fence’. 

shpie ‘to bring away’ < “is-bera, derivative of bie “to bring’. 


1.4.6.19. Clusters of two stops normally lose the first element: 


buté ‘soft, smooth’ < EPA *buta < IE *bhugh-to- comparable with 
NIr bog ‘soft’ < *bhugho-, Arm bowt“blunt’. 

dje ‘yesterday’ < EPA “de: Skt hyasid., Gk x8€s id., Lat. Aer id. 

dritët, pl. drita ‘light, lustre, pupil (of an eye)’ < EPA *drikta based 
on IE *derk- ‘to look, cf. in particular, OE torht ‘bright’, OHG 
zorant. 

fletë ‘wing, leaf’ < EPA *awa-/ekta, a prefixed derivative of IE 
*lek- ‘to fly’ (Lith et, lëkti, Latv lëkt, OHG lecken ‘to jump, 
to kick’). 

gjatë, glaté ‘long’ < EPA “*d/ata continuing IE *d/ngh-to-, cf. 
*(d)longho- (Lat longus, Goth /aggs). 

natë ‘night’ < EPA “nakti- corresponding to IE *nok*t- id. (Skt 
nákt-, Gk vú, Lat nox). 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA “aktoti < IE *oKto id. (Skt ast; Arm owt, Gk 
OKTOJ) 


Clusters of two dentals, however, yielded EPA “75 through a series of 
earlier changes from "fst« *tst< “TË: 


besë ‘pledge, truce, trust’? < EPA *baitsa continuing to IE *bhoidh- 
ta further connected with IE *bheidh- ‘to persuade, to force’. 

pasur ~ pasun (participle of kam “to have’) < EPA *pats- continuing 
*pot-to, cf. Lat potior ‘to take possession of”. 


The Albanian word for ‘earth’ attests a specific development of the rare 
Indo-European cluster *dhgh: 


dhe ‘earth, land’. From PAIb “dzo reflecting IE *dhghom ‘earth’: 
Hitt tekan, Toch A tkam, B kem, Skt ksam-, Gk x8ov. 
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1.4.7.0. The history of consonants in loanwords is complicated, though 
particularly instructive as far as Latin borrowings are concerned. They 
allow us to build the whole system of relative and absolute chronology 
for the Albanian consonantism. 


Literature: WEIGAND BA III 221 (prothetic 7 before a-, u-, y-); 
RUSAKOV RB 127-144 (Lat sin Albanian). 


Greek loanwords 

1.4.7.1. As the number of ancient Greek loanwords is very limited, we 
can only mark some selected but important features. The most 
interesting one is the way in which Albanian treats Greek unvoiced 
aspirates (later fricatives). The oldest loanwords reflect Gk 8, x as 
Albanian unvoiced stops - 4 k. Cf. the following examples: 

lakër ~ lakën ‘cabbage, greens’ € Gk Aaxavov ‘greens’. 

lëpjetë ‘orach, dock’ @ Gk ActraBov id. 

mokër ~ mokén ‘millstone’ € Gk unxavri *device, instrument'. 
It is also important to notice that Gk o is rendered as Alb sA: 

presh ‘leek’ © Gk npoaoov id. 
As far as consonantal clusters are concerned, it is interesting that Gk mr 
does not develop the same vvay as Lat pr. Rather, it gives an unusual 
result - Alb g (secondarily voiced due to the assimilation vvith the anlaut 
consonant?): 

bagém ‘oil for anointment € Gk Barrtioua ‘baptism’. 
The same word illustrates the evolution of Gk ou to Alb zn. 


Latin loanwords 


1.4.7.2. In Latin loanwords unvoiced spirants are normally reflected as 
Alb shin all positions: 
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dëshiroj “to wish’ © Lat dësiderare ‘to long for, to desire’. 

fushé ‘plain, open field, meadow’ © Lat fossa ‘ditch, trench, 
gutter’. 

pash ‘fathom, pace, outstretched arms’ © Lat passus ‘step, 
pace’. 

shesh ‘plain, plane, flatness, square’ © Lat sessus ‘seat’. 

shullé ~ shullë ‘sunny spot’ € Lat so/anus (locus) id. 


shushunjé ‘leech’ 4 Rom *saguisungia < Lat sanguisuga id. 
In several cases sh was replaced by ç at a later stage of development: 


bakëm, balshém ‘balm’ © Lat balsamum id. 
kacile, kashile “basket, hand-basket’ © Lat quasi/fum ‘small basket’ 
kacule ‘hood’ © Lat casula ‘hut’, later ‘hooded coat’. 


One difficult exception shows ZA instead of sh, 
Zhur, shur ‘gravel’ © Lat saburra ‘sand ballast’. 


The rare Latin phoneme z (usually in the suffix -zzare) is rendered as x 
-Z 


pagëzoj ‘to baptise’ © Lat baptizare id. 
rénxoj ‘to cause a hernia’ o Rom “hernizare based on hernia 
‘rupture, hernia’. 


1.4.7.3. Labial consonants are well preserved in Latin loanwords (see 
1.4.5 as far as the rhythmic rule is concerned). Lat 5 gives Alb 5: 


bishë ‘beast, wild animal’ © Lat béstia id. 

brymë ‘frost’ 4 Lat brüma ‘cold, frost’. 

bukë ‘bread; meal, meal-time? € Lat bucca ‘mouth’ (in Balkan 
Romance - ‘food’). 

bulé ‘bud’ © Lat bulla ‘bubble, boss, knob’. 

gjelbër ~ gjelbën ‘green’ © Lat galbinus ‘greenish-yellow’ . 

korbull ‘keg, cask, wooden pail’ € Lat corbula ‘little basket’. 


Lat pis rendered as Alb p: 
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krepull ‘inebriated? €& Rom “crapulus, cf. Lat crapula ‘excessive 
wine-drinking, inebriation’. 

pak ‘a little, few’ © Lat paucus ‘few, little’. 

pag ‘peace’ © Lat pacem id. 

pjergull ‘vine-arbor, pergola’ © Lat pergula ‘shed, booth, vine- 
arbor’. 

prind ‘father, parent’ 4 Lat parentem id. 

turp ‘shame’ © Lat turpe id. 


In one case, Lat pis unexpectedly reflected as Alb o 
mëkat ‘sin’ 4 Lat peccatum id. 


A significant number of Latin words with initial labials underwent the 
process of unvoicing/voicing in Albanian. Their development is 
probably explained by various assimilations and dissimilations with 
neighboring consonants. 


bishtajë ‘pod, hull, pea, green bean’ © Rom “pistalia, cf. Lat pistare 
*to pound'. 

bjeshkë “mountain pasture’ € Rom "pastica based on Lat pastus 
“pasture”. 

bulbër ‘street dust’ © Lat pulverem ‘dust’. 

pagëzoj ‘to baptise’ © Lat baptizare id. 

prokë ‘nail, fork © Rom *brocca, *broccia ‘fork, roasting-spit”. 


Lat fis reflected as Alb £ 


fat ‘fate; bridegroom, husband, friend’ © Lat fatum. 
fëmijë ‘child, family, spouse’ € Lat familia ‘family’. 
flok ‘hair’ € Lat Hoccus ‘lock, flock’. 

forté ‘strong’ © Lat fortis id. 

fund ‘bottom, end’ © Lat fundus ‘bottom’. 

furkë ‘distaff, fork’ € Lat furca ‘fork’. 


1.4.7.4. Latin dental stops are well preserved in Albanian. Lat d yielded 
Alb din anlaut: 


denjë ‘worth’ © Lat dignus id. 
detyrë ‘duty, debt © Rom "debitüra id. 
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dëm ~ dam ‘damage’ € Lat damnum ‘hurt, harm, damage’. 

dishtë, dishké © Lat discus “disk”. 

dragua ~ dra(n)gue ‘dragon’ = Rom *dranconem, cf. Lat draconem 
id. 

duroj ‘to be patient’ © Lat dirare id. 


In the intervocalic position and after r, Lat d became Alb dh: 


kordhé ‘gut string’ © Lat chorda ‘gut, catgut’. 
lardh ‘fat bacon’ © Lat /aridum, lardum id. 
modh ‘bushel’ © Lat modus ‘measure’. 
prodhoj ‘to produce’ © Lat prodare id. 
shurdhër, shurdhët ‘deaf’ € Lat surdus id. 
verdhë ‘yellow’ © Lat viridis ‘green’. 


La 


= 


tyielded Alb fin all positions: 


fshat ‘village’ © Lat fossatum ‘ditch’, * ‘surrounded by a ditch’. 
Kérruté ‘ewe with horns’ © Lat fem. adj. cornüta ‘horned’. 

tërmet ‘earthquake’ € Rom “terrae motus id. 

tmerr ‘horror, fright’ € Lat morem id. 

turmë ‘crowd, herd’ © Lat turma id. 

turp ‘shame’ © Lat turpe id. 


In one case, however, Lat t became voiced in initial position: 
dëshmoj ‘to testify’ = Rom *testimoniare id. 

In the inlaut, Lat 7 could be dropped when following the stressed 

syllable of proparoxytona if the following consonant was c. In fact, the 


vowel of the second syllable was reduced to zero and the resulting 
cluster £c gave Alb E Cf. the following examples: 


kreké ‘maple’ © Lat (acer) Créticum ‘Cretan maple’. 
shemër ~ shemérk ‘mistress, concubine, rival’ & *sub-maritica, cf. 
Lat marita ‘married woman’. 


1.4.7.5. Lat gis rendered as Alb g: 
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grëmëratë ‘beestings, clots of curdled milk’ © Lat glomeratum, 
participle of g/omerare ‘to wind into a ball, to gather into a 
round heap’. 

erigj ‘flock, herd’ o Lat gregem id. 

gusht ‘August’ € Lat augustus id. 

mérgoj ‘to exile, to drive away’ © Lat mergere ‘to thrust, to push’. 

murg ~ mung ‘monk’ © Lat monachus id. 

rregull ‘rule, norm’ © Lat rëgula id. 


Lat cand qu gave Alb E 


ark ‘bow’ © Lat arcus id. 

dékoj ‘to hit, to strike’ < Lat indicere in its specific meaning ‘to 
impose, to inflict’ > *'to inflict pain’. 

karrigé ‘chair’ © Lat quadriga ‘set of four’ (here, “of four legs’). 

Kërkoj ‘to look for, to seek’ = Rom *circare id. 

kreshmé ‘fast’ © Lat quadragesima ‘Lent, fast of forty days’. 

kuq ‘red’ © Rom *cocceus, cf. Lat coccineus ‘scarlet’. 


Sometimes Lat c could be voiced as a result of a complicated 
assimilation, as in the following case where, after the fall of a vowel, - 
dc- yielded -dg- and then g: 


mëgashtër ‘sage’ & Rom *medicaster reflected in Ital medicastro. 


However, in several cases Lat c was voiced for unknown reasons in 
anlaut: 


gërshërë ~ gérshané ‘scissors’ © Rom “carsania, an irregular 
phonetic transformation of *caesania. 

géshtenjé ‘chestnut’ © Lat castanea id. 

gjëmoj 4 Lat clamare “to cry, to shout’. 


There is no explanation for the fall of intervocalic c in the following 
example unless it is, in fact, a later borrowing from Romance: 


grill ‘lumpy soil, waste land, slate’ & Lat gracilis ‘poor (of soil)’. 


1.4.7.6. Initial Lat 4 was lost in Albanian. Occasionally, the following 
vowel was lost as well: 
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javë ‘week’ © Lat hebdomas id. 
Shtijë ‘spear, ray’ © Lat Aastile ‘spear’. 
urrej ‘to hate’ € Lat horrëre ‘to be afraid, to be astonished’. 


However, a new prothetic A reappeared in Albanian, sometimes in those 
Albanian words where original A had been lost: 


herë ‘time, moment of time, hour’ € Lat hora ‘hour’. 
hingél ‘girth’ @ Lat “hinnicula, derivative of Lat Ainnus ‘mule’. 


Alb A also appears in many words where Latin never had A: 


hark, ark ‘bow’ © Lat arcus id. 

harméshor ‘stallion, stud-horse’ <= Rom *armessarius, a phonetic 
variant of Lat admissarius id. 

harroj ‘to forget’ € Lat aberrare ‘to forget (for a time)’. 

hermoj ‘to dig @ Rom “exrimari ‘to hoe, to dig out’, cf. Lat 
rimari to hoe’. 

hetoj ‘to search, to inquire, to discover’ © Lat ëdictare ‘to 
announce’. 


Prothetic A- can also appear in Albanian words of different origin: 


ajkë ‘cream’ > haké id. 
arrézé ~ anézé ‘wasp’ > hanézé id. 
yil ‘star’ > hyllid. 


1.4.7.7. Latin dentals, velars and sonorants were palatalized in certain 
positions just like the corresponding consonants in words of Indo- 
European origin. 


Latin dentals were palatalized before j (graphically - Lat 7 or e). Lat dj 
yielded Alb z: 


gaz ‘joy, laughter’. From Lat gaudium ‘joy’. 

mërzej ‘to rest at noon (of animals)’ © Lat meridiare ‘to take a 
mid-day nap’. 

mizoj ‘to rage, to snarl, to hate’ & Rom "znvidiare id. 

rreze ‘ray, spoke’ © Lat radius id. 

shpuzë ‘hot ashes’ © Lat spodium “ash”. 
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zéré ~ zanë ‘goddess of forests, fairy, beautiful maiden’ © Lat 
Diana. 


In one case, however, dj unexpectedly gives gj 
agjëroj ~ agjënoj ‘to fast’ © Rom "adiünare id. 
Lat fj and triconsonantal clusters in -//became Alb s: 


mars ‘March’ © Lat Martius id. 

nuse ‘bride, young woman, younger daughter-in-law’ «& Rom 
*nüptia, a local variant of Lat nüpta ‘married woman, wife, 
bride’; for the formation cf. nüptiae ‘wedding’. 

pësoj ‘to suffer, to endure’ & Rom "patiare, cf. Lat patior id. 

pjesë ‘par? & Rom "petia id. 

pus ‘well, fountain’ € Lat puteus ‘well’. 

shkorsé ‘rug made of goat wool’ © Lat scortea, fem. adj. ‘made of 
fur or of hide’. 

ves ‘bad habit’ € Lat vitium ‘fault, defect, vice’. 


A few words preserve the intermediate stage between gjand Alb s which 
seems to be "fs c: 


lucë “mud, mire’ © Lat /utea ‘muddy’. 
malcoj ‘to inflame, to make sore’ & Rom *ma/itiare, cf. Lat malitia 
“badness, spite’. 


1.4.7.8. Velars were palatalized before / and front vowels (including 
the front vowels of accusative and oblique cases in Latin forms, which 
later generalized to the whole Albanian paradigm, as well as the front 
vowels resulting from Albanian umlaut). Lat c changed to q: 


faqe ‘face, cheek’ © Lat facies face”. 

fqinjë ‘neighbor’ € Rom *vicinius based on Lat vicinus id. 
iriq ‘hedgehog’ © Lat ericius id. 

kumerg ‘toll, duty’ & Lat commercium ‘trade, commerce’. 
kuq ‘red’ © Rom *cocceus, cf. Lat coccineus ‘scarlet’. 
qelq ‘glass’ © Lat calicem ‘bowl, cup’. 


In dialects, q was occasionally replaced by c and even by sh: 
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çimkë, qimkë ‘bug’ © Lat cimicem id. 
mc, mlysh ‘kind of fish, pike’ o Rom "maris lücius “sea pike”. 


Analogical processes leading to the generalization of the palatalized 
form in a paradigm could also work the other way round, though less 
frequently: 


shok, shoq ‘comrade, friend’ © Lat socius ‘comrade, companion’. 
Lat g became Alb oer 


gjel ‘rooster’ © Lat gallus id. 

&jinde pl. ‘people’ © Lat gentem id. 

ligj ‘law’ © Lat /ége(m) id. 

mëngji ~ mangji ‘sorcery, witchcraft; medicine’ € Lat magia 
“magic, sorcery’ (with secondary nasalization). 

regj ‘king’? © Lat regem id. 

ungjill ‘gospel’ € Lat evangelium id. 


In a few cases the resulting gj developed into 7. 
pllajë “upland, gentle slope’ © Rom "p/agia id. 


1.4.7.9. The sonorants r and / remained unaffected before front vowels 
and j. In combination with 7, Lat 7 would normally give Alb £ which 
often changes to: 


faj ‘guilt, sin’ & Rom “fallia, derivative of Lat fallere “to deceive, 
to trick'. 

mel ‘millet’ @ Lat milium id. 

milë, mijë ‘thousand’ © Lat mila id. 

rrëshajë ‘Pentecost’ = Lat Rosalia ‘Rusalies’. 

shkëndijë ‘spark’ © Rom *scintilia id. instead of the more widely 
known Lat scintilla id. 

tërfojë ‘trefoil, shamrock’ © Lat trifolium id. 


Lat nj (and Rom “nj from various Latin sources) is always reflected as 
Alb nj 
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fqinjë ‘neighbor’ € Rom *vicinius based on Lat vicinus id. 
gështenjë ‘chestnut’ © Lat castanea id. 

kunj ‘peg, wedge’ © Lat cuneus ‘wedge’. 

linjë ‘linen shirt; linen’ © Lat /meum ‘linen garment’. 
tenjé ‘moth, wood-engraver’ © Lat tinea ‘moth, worm’. 


1.4.7.10. The development of Latin consonantal clusters in Albanian is 
quite well attested. 


Clusters with / were partly described above. Triconsonantal clusters are 
mostly simplified by losing their first element and by undergoing 
palatalization. We only have a few attestations of this development: 


bishë ‘beast, wild animal’ © Lat béstia id. 

gukoj “to worry, to disturb’ €& Rom “colluctiare, cf. Lat colluctari 
‘to struggle, to contend’. 

maraj ‘fennel’ € Rom *marathrium, derivative of Lat marathrum 
id. 


The rare cluster 5j seems to have undergone a peculiar development to 
vgj in the following case: 


vgje ~ vgjé ‘pine’ © Lat abiegnum ‘related to fir’, derivative of 
abietem ‘fir’. 


Clusters containing Lat v (graphically - u or v) are not numerous. In the 
one case where v follows a velar, it is dropped (insofar as the cluster gv 
was, in fact, one phoneme [g"] > [g] in Latin): 


lëngoj ‘to weaken, to languish’ © Lat /anguére ‘to be faint, 
languid”. 


In the middle of the word, clusters /v and ry gave Alb /b and rb (unlike 
the Late Proto Albanian */wand *rw): 


bulbër ‘street dust’ © Lat pulverem ‘dust’. 
korb ‘raven’ © Lat corvus id. 

shélboj ‘to save, to deliver’ © Lat sa/vare id. 
shërbej ‘to serve’ & Lat servire id. 
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However, in the new anlaut created by the apheresis of the initial vowel, 
lv and rv yielded *//> n (by dissimilation) and rr: 


nulléf ‘gum’ © Lat alveolum ‘dental alveole”. 
rrylë ~ rrillé “enti” € Lat ervilla id. 


In similar conditions Lat nv produced Alb o 


mësoj ‘to teach, to train’ © Rom “*invitiare id. 
mizoj ‘to rage, to snarl, to hate’ & Rom *invidiare id. 


1.4.7.11. Clusters containing liquid sonorants are numerous, though 
their history is not always clear. 


In anlaut, Lat br and dr were preserved: 


breké ‘pants’ © Lat bracae ‘trousers, breeches’. 

bretk ‘frog’ & Rom *brotacus id. 

brymé f. ‘frost’ © Lat brüma ‘cold, frost’. 

dragua ~ dra(n)gue ‘dragon’ = Rom *dranconem, cf. Lat draconem 
id. 


However, medially voiced labials and dentals were dropped before r 
yielding TG): 


farké ‘smithy’ © Lat fabrica ‘workshop’. 

harroj ‘to forget’ € Lat aberrare ‘to forget (for a time)’. 

karrigé ‘chair’ © Lat quadriga “set of four’ (here, of four legs). 

kreshmé ‘fast’ © Lat quadragesima ‘Lent, fast of forty days”. 

lërushkë ~ larushkë ‘wild vine, kind of grape, clematis’ © Lat 
fabrusca ‘wild vine”. 

shurukoj “to thunder, to make noise’ © Rom *subraucare ‘to make 
hoarse’. 


In one case, however, br yields *gr> g/(&r: 
egjër ‘Lolium temulentum’ © Lat ebria f. ‘drunk’. 


The group sr was reduced to r: 
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mjerë ‘unhappy, unfortunate’ © Lat miserem id. > Rom *misrem. 
In anlaut clusters, r sporadically disappeared after unvoiced stops: 


késhtér ~ kështën ‘Christian’ © Lat christianus id. 
pall, pérrall ‘to jest, to trifle’ based on përrallë ‘tale, story’ o Lat 
parabola ‘proverb, speech’. 


The Latin cluster rz gave rr (or, occasionally, r) in Albanian: 


ferr ‘hell’ © Lat infernum id. 

furr ‘oven’, furré id. © Lat furnus id. 

furrik “chicken-coop, fowl-pen, roost, nesting-box’ «& Lat fornicem 
‘arch, vault’. 

kérruté ‘horned ewe’ © Lat fem. adj. cornüta ‘horned’. 

luqerë ‘lamp, lantern’ © Lat /ucerna id. 

vérri ~ vérri ‘winter pasture’ & Rom *hiberninum, derivative of 
Lat Aibernum ‘winter’. 


In triconsonantal clusters, Lat r was usually lost in the beginning of the 
cluster: 


pjeshkë ‘peach’ & Rom "pesca < Lat persica id. 


1.4.7.12. Latin clusters consisting of velars followed by / remained 
unchanged till the end of the Middle Ages. Later in some dialects / gave 
J, Which palatalized velars yielding gj and g. The unvoiced palatal was 
then depalatalized in an even more limited number of dialects resulting 
in k. Some words with k < Lat ci were occasionally absorbed by 
standard literary dialects of Albanian. 


gjelbër ~ gjelbën ‘green’ © Lat galbinus ‘greenish-yellow’. 

gjer ‘dormouse’ © Lat glirem id. 

gjëndër ~ gjandër ‘gland’ © Lat glandula ‘gland of the throat’ with 
the dissimilation of /iquida. 

késhyre “mountain path, path in the ravine’ © Lat c/ausüra, clüsüra 
‘lock, bar, bolt; castle, fort’. 

kishë, gishé ‘church’ © Lat ecclesia id. 

qartë ‘clear’ € Lat c/arus id. 

qengj ‘lamb’ € Rom "acing(u)lus < Lat agniculus id. 
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qumësht, klumësht ‘milk, whey’ o Rom “colostrum. 
Lat gi became //intervocalically: 


zmojle ‘fallow (land) o Rom *exmulgia, a derivative of Lat 
e(x)mulgere ‘to milk out, to drain out’. 


The Latin cluster /c initially became /k. Later, / changed to / in most 
dialects: 


bujk, bulk ‘peasant’ € Lat bubulcus ‘ploughman, herdsman’. 
fajkua ~ fajkue ‘falcon’ € Lat falconem id. 


At least, in one case j< / was dropped before a velar: 


fuqi ‘power, strength, force” & Rom *fulcius, derived from fulcire 
“to prop up, to support, to make strong”. 


In the initial position Lat mi (emerging after the loss of inlaut vowels), 
changed to Alb bt 


bletë ‘bee, swarm, hive’ = Rom “melettum, cf. mellarium ‘bee- 
hive, apiary’. 
bluaj ~ bluej ‘to grind’ € Lat molere id. 


In the initial position, Lat s/ and sci normally gave shq- or, for reasons 
unclear, sq: 


shqufur, squfur ‘sulphur’ o Rom  *s/ufurem instead of Lat 
sulphurem. 

shqa ‘Bulgarian’ © Lat sclavus ‘Slav’. 

shqepoj ‘to be lame’ € Rom *sc/opus. 


Triconsonantal clusters with initial / (appearing after the loss of of 
inlaut vowels) drop their middle element: 


kulte ‘water melon, gourd’ o Rom “cuculbita, a variant of Lat 
cucurbita ‘gourd’. 
kultér ‘pillow, cushion’ © Lat culcitra id. 
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However, in one case this process was accompanied by the voicing of 
an unvoiced occlusive: 


vigje ‘gifts (on marriage or birth); dinner on the third day after 
child's birth’ € Lat victua/ia ‘victuals’. 


1.4.7.13. Lat mn dropped the second nasal and, occasionally, a 
secondary homorganic occlusive formed: 


dëm ~ dam ‘damage’ € Lat damnum ‘hurt, har damage’. 
shkëmb ~ shkamb ‘seat, throne; rock’ © Lat scamnum ‘bench, 
throne’. 


In clusters consisting of a nasal sonorant and an unvoiced stop, the latter 
became voiced: 


gjinde ‘people’ & Lat gentem id. 

gjuvengë ‘harlot 4 Lat fem. juvenca ‘young’, also ‘young cow’. 

këmborë ~ këmbonë ‘bell’ © Rom *campona, a derivational variant 
of Lat campana id. 

mbret ‘king’ @ Rom “imperatus for Lat imperator ‘emperor’. 

rrëmbej ‘to rob, to seize’ & Lat rumpere ‘to tear, to tear away’. 

shëndosh ‘healthy’ © Rom *sanitosus id. 

trung ‘trunk’ © Lat truncus id. 


In heterorganic clusters, regressive assimilations took place: 


mbesë ‘niece, granddaughter’ © Lat nepotia id. 
mbuloj ‘to cover, to bury’ & Rom “manipulare ‘to dig in handfuls’, 
cf. Lat manipulus ‘handful’. 


Clusters with voiced occlusives did not change significantly. However, 
ng before front vowels, having changed to expected ngj, further 
developed into nj. 


ménjill ‘vigil; fas? & Rom *vingilia, cf. Lat vigilia ‘vigil’. 
shushunjé ‘leech’ 4 Rom *saguisungia < Lat sanguisuga id. 
ushunjë ~ ushûj f ‘lard’ 4 Lat axungia id. 
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Original ngjfrom ng or from assimilated ng < nd was only retained in a 
limited number of words. 


mallëngjej “to touch, to move, to stir’ o Lat malum angere ‘to 
cause pain’. 
rrëngjej ‘to shine’ 4 Lat renidëre “to shine’. 


Clusters with nasals following g have a complicated history. Before m 
the voiced velar was lost: 


timér ~ timén ‘weft, woof’? © Lat tegminem ‘cover’. 


In some words the same development characterized gn. This cluster 
changed to n and could disappear at the end of the word exactly like 
simple zr 


kunat ~ kunetén ‘brother-in-law’ © Lat cognatus ‘kinsman, blood 
relation’. 

vgje ~ vgjë ‘pine’ © Lat abiegnum ‘related to fir’, derivative of 
abietem ‘fir’. 


In other (older?) loanwords Lat gn yields nr. 


denjë ‘worth’ © Lat dignus id. 
shenjë ‘sign’ @ Lat signum id. 


In another case we find ng reflecting Lat gn: 
peng ‘pledge, pawn’ © Lat pignus id. 
The cluster ns was regularly simplified and changed to së: 


ishull ‘island’ © Lat insula id. 

mëshere ‘small piece of cheese’ = Rom “mensora for Lat mensüra 
‘measure’. 

mëshoj ‘to be heavy, to bear down’ = Rom "pesare < Lat pensāre 
‘to weigh’. 

peshë ‘weight; stone, boulder’ © Lat pensum id. 

trashégoj ‘to inherit’ 4 Lat transigere ‘to reach an accord, to carry 
out transaction’. 
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Numerous triconsonantal clusters (many of them resulting from the loss 
of unstressed interconsonantal vovvels) containing nasal sonorants 
developed as such: 


bekoj ‘to benedict’ = Lat benedicere id. 
kumtėër ‘godfather’ € Lat compater id. 
këngë ~ kangë ‘song’ © Lat canticum id. 


A special case is the evolution of Lat nct. The history of this cluster is 
discussed below, together with Lat ct. 


1.4.7.14. The most interesting development among Latin clusters 
consisting of two occlusives is that of ct Secondary clusters resulting 
from the loss of inlaut vowels, as well as ct « gt, are also included here. 
The development of triconsonantal nct is considered here as well. Lat cf 
has several reflexes in Albanian: jt, ft, and t. 


Several Latin loanwords reflecting cf as ft (and nct as mt « “nfë came 
from the East Balkan area where, in Rumanian, cf is normally 
represented by Rum pt. 


dëftoj ‘to show, to point 4 Rom *indictare id. 

ftua ~ ftue ‘quince’ & Rom “cofoneum id., namely, ‘Cydonian 
apple'. 

gjymtyrë “joint, limb’ © Lat junctüra ‘juncture, joint”. 

luftë ‘fight, war’ € Lat /ucta ‘wrestling’, cf. Rum /uptá ‘fight’. 

taft ‘stench; scorching heat’ 4 Lat /actus “touch, feeling’. 

taftar ‘funnel’ € Rom *trarectarium id., cf. Lat traiectorium id. 

troftë ‘trout’ & Lat tructa id. 


A different development of nct ^ ftis found in the following case: 


puftë ‘empty, hollow’ (only in the expression arrë pufte ‘empty 
nut’) € Lat fem. puncta ‘punctured, having a hole”. 


In all other cases, ct changed to jt and nct to (n)jt according to the West 
Balkan (and West Romance) norm: 


drejtë ‘straight, right’ @ Lat directum id. 
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majtë ~ majté ‘left « Rom “manctus, based on Lat mancus 
‘maimed, infirm’. 

pajtoj ‘to appease, to reconcile, to hire, to engage’ = Rom “pactare. 

shenjtë ‘saint © Lat sanctus id. 

shtrenjtë ‘dear, expensive’ o Rom  "srrinctus ‘narrow’ (Rum 
strimt, Venet strento, Sltal strinto). 

trajtoj ‘to deal with, to treat’ & Lat tractāre id. 


Later, 7 was lost so that ct yielded ¢ and nct gave nd if the cluster 
followed e, 4, uor @: 


fluturoj ‘to fly o Rom *fluctulare < Lat fluctuare ‘to move in 
waves, to move to and fro’. 

Fryt ‘fruit’ © Lat früctus id. 

fytyrë ‘face’ © Lat factüra ‘formation, creature’. 

hetoj ‘to search, to inquire, to discover’ © Lat ëdictare ‘to an- 
nounce’. 

kundoj ‘to hesitate’ © Lat cunctari id. 

pite ‘honeycomb’ © Lat pecten ‘comb’. 

shat ‘hoe’ € Lat sector ‘cutter’. 

shete ‘bran’ © Lat sectum, participle of seco ‘to cut’. 

undyré ‘fat’ © Lat unctüra ‘ointment’. 

vitore ‘mythical serpent (keeper of the house), fairy, fate; mother of 
many children’ © Lat victoria ‘victory’. 


The following example appears to be at variance with this rule. 
However, this is illusory. Intervocalic g was lost before the reduction of 
unstressed vowels and the sequence of two vowels contracted. The form 
below never had the cluster gt> ct 

kujtoj ‘to remember, to think’ < *kuitoj € Lat cogitare. 


Secondary q< tbefore a front vowel appears in the following example: 


plig ‘twisted woollen cord’ © Lat plecta ‘border of interwoven 
lines in relief, *plait’. 


One more case seems to preserve Em the consonantal group for an 
unknown reason: 
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liktyré f ‘rope for binding a bundle of wood; band, bandage’ © Lat 
ligatira ‘band, bunch’. 


The Latin cluster /treflects as simple fin Albanian: 


bletë ‘bee, swarm, hive’ € Rom *melettum, cf. mellarium ‘beehive, 
apiary”. 

but “big barrel’ 4 Lat buttis id. 

guté ‘gout’ 4 Rom "gutta ‘drop’ used as a name of the disease, cf. 
Rum guta id. 


Lat pt yielded Alb fr 


aftë ‘capable, proper’ € Lat aptus id. 
qift “kite, kind of vulture’ © Lat accipiter ‘vulture’. 


In one case, pt was preserved after the fall of the inlaut vowel. This 
allows us to establish relative chronology of the process: 


leptyré ‘muddy place’ © Rom “Hppitirra, cf. Lat /rppitüdo “blear- 
edness, rheum’. 


The following case can be explained only if we presume a chain of assi- 
milations and recombinations from bont. to *pabt-> *pagd-> *pag-: 


pagëzoj ‘to baptise’ © Lat baptizare id. 


1.4.7.15. Clusters containing s reflect a complicated picture. Group x 
(= cs) yielded two reflexes. In some words fsh < x is found, similar to ft 
< ct. It presumably passed through the stage of *ps/: 


kofshé ‘hip, thigh’ © Lat coxa ‘hip’. 
lafshë ‘crest (of bird), comb’ © Lat /axa (cutis) ‘loose (skin)’. 
mëndafsh ‘silk’ € Lat metaxa ‘raw silk’ (with secondary -n-). 


In other cases, the reflex is sh. This development is parallel to that of ct 
into jt, t. Cf. the following examples: 


bush ‘boxwood’ © Lat buxus id. 
frashër ~ frashén ‘ash-tree’ © Lat fraxinus id. 
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proshmoj, prozhmoj ‘to slander, to libel’ = Lat proximare ‘to come 
near, to approach’. 

shij ~ sht “to thresh’ © Lat exigere ‘to drive away, to push out, to 
throw’. 

Shqipoj ‘to speak clearly, to understand’ © Lat excipere id. 


In one case, representing a borrowing of a later date, x became voiced z 
before a sonorant: 


zmojle f ‘fallow (land) 4 Rom *exmulgia, a derivative of Lat 
exmulgére ‘to milk out, to drain out’, cf. Rum zmulee. 


The cluster ps yielded fshin Albanian, just like some of the words with 
cs. 


gritshé ‘jay, magpie’ € Rom *gripsa based on Lat gryps ‘griffin’. 
kafshoj ‘to bite’ = Lat capessere ~ capissere “to seize, to snatch at’. 


Lat stis normally reflected as Alb sht. 


pashtrak ‘pasture rent, pasturage money’ & Rom “*pastiiracus based 
on Lat pastüra ‘pasture’. 

poshtë ‘down, below; under’ © Lat post, poste ‘behind, back”. 

shtallë ‘stall’ © Lat stabulum id. 

shtat ‘figure, image’ © Lat status “height, stature’. 


Occasionally, however, Lat st> shtis replaced by c: 
çmoj ‘to estimate’ € Lat aestimare id. 


Triconsonantal clusters beginning with s (including those resulting from 
the loss of inlaut vowels) tend to lose their second dental element, cf. the 
following examples: 


bjeshkë “mountain pasture’ € Rom "pastica based on Lat pastus 
“pasture”. 

dëshmoj ‘to testify’ = Rom *testimoniare. 

mushllinzé *clambering vetch’ based on “mushllt 4 Rom *mus- 
telina, derivative of Lat mustëla ‘weasel’. 
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All three consonants are preserved in Lat sr > Alb sht(ë)r: 


kulloshtér ‘biestlings’ © Lat colostra id. 
mjeshtër ‘master, builder’ € Lat magister “master”. 
shtrat ‘bed; layer’ © Lat stratum id. 
shtrëngoj ‘to press, to squeeze’ © Lat stringere ‘to stretch, to press, 
to squeeze’. 
voshtér ‘Ligustrum vulgare’ (Geg) © late Lat ó/easter. 


If the second element was a labial, a triconsonantal cluster lost initial s: 
prift ‘priest’ © Lat presbyter id. 
The group xc (= csc) gives Alb ¢: 


çoj “to bring, to rise, to send’ © Lat excire, exciére “to call out, to 
cause, to wake’. 


Slavic loanwords 


1.4.7.16. Slavic occlusives are well preserved in Albanian. The change 
of Slav *d after vowels and r to Alb dh can be explained by positing an 
earlier borrowing period: 


çerdhe ‘nest’ 4 Slav *cerda ‘row, herd, flock’. 
gërmadhë ‘ruin’ 4 Slav *gromada ‘heap, mass’. 
kordhé ‘sword’ © Slav *korzda id. 

shkérdhec ‘keg, barrel’ © Slav *skovordscs ‘pan’. 


In early Slavic borrowings Slav *k gives Alb g: 


borigë ‘kind of pine; splinter’ € Slav *borika ‘fir-tree, pine’. 

gajgé ‘kind of nu? © Slav “gakka derived from “gala ‘lump, 
pebble’. 

gëlbazë ‘a liver illness of sheep caused by worms’ © Slav *Kz/basa 
‘stuffed gut, sausage’. 

gërçak “jug, pitcher’ & Slav *karcags ‘clay vessel, pitcher’. 

gërhas ‘to snore’ © Slav *ksrxati ‘to cough, to expectorate’. 

ravgë ‘path (in mountains)’ © Slav *roveks ‘ditch’. 
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Koleshké ‘cart © Slav *kolespka id. 

shap “disease of the cattle, Aphta epizootica © Slav “sapo 
“glanders”. 

sharë ‘offence’ © Slav *sora, cf. Russ sera ‘row’ < fspsora. 

shark ‘woolen cloak; green skin of nuts’ © Slav *sorka ‘shirt’. 

trishe ‘shooting, sprout’ € Slav *fresz ‘grape, stalk’. 


One Slavic affricate in early loanwords has an unusual reflex in Alba- 
nian. In the earliest loanwords, Slav “Cis substituted by EPA "7s Alb 
s: 


bisk ‘branch, twig’ © Slav *bicsKz derived from *bic ‘whip’. 
brisk ‘razor, penknife’ & Slav *bricsKz, diminutive of “brice id. 
porosit ‘to order, to demand’ © Slav "porgciti id. 


Later, at a stage when Albanian has already developed a new affricate c 
but still had no c, Slav *č was reflected as Alb c: 


care ‘witch’ © Slav “Cara ‘witchcraft’. 

cermé ‘arthritis’ € Slav *Csrmzs ‘inflammation’. 

cëril ‘thrush’ © Slav *cernid/o “black (object)”. 

cub ‘with a short tail, with the tail cut off” © Slav *cubs ‘tuft of 
hair, stump, a cut off piece’. 

kërc ‘stump’ © Slav “korce id. 

kércas ‘to cry, to shout, to rattle, to thunder, to sound’ © Slav 
“kricati ‘to cry, to shout’. 


In one case, we also have Slav *Zreplaced by Alb z 


noziké ‘knife worn in the belt? © Slav *noZiks, a diminutive of 
žno% ‘knife’. 


In a limited number of Slavic loanwords, several clusters changed in a 
way that could indicate their early presence in Albanian. Cf. the 
following examples: 


bushtër ‘raging, wild’ € Slav *bystrz ‘quick’. 
dromcé ‘crumb, bit 4 Slav *drobsnica ‘trifle, small object’. 
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garris ‘to neigh’ © Slav *eavariti ~ “gavbrati ‘to tease, to spoil’. 
gorricé ‘wild pear’ € Slav *gorsnica id. 

koc ‘bone, skull’ © Slav *kosts id. 

vérsé- vërcë ‘age’ © Slav “versta ‘age, kind, kin’. 


2. MORPHONOLOGY AND WORD-FORMATION 


2.1. Stress 


2.1.0. Our knowledge of how the Albanian stress system developed is, 
unfortunately, very limited. Significant parts of our description are, 
therefore, a reconstruction requiring further research and comparative 
material. 


2.1.1. Late Proto-Albanian Stress 


2.1.1.0. At the time of Latin-Albanian contacts, the Late Proto- 
Albanian stress must have radically changed in comparison with its 
earlier structure (see below). Numerous loanvvords influenced the stress 
patterns so that the stress became dynamic and linked to two fixed 
syllables in the word: the penultimate and praepenultimate. 


Literature: JOKL LKUBA 7; ÇABEJ Hyrje 101-103, St III 108-112; 
CAMAJ Alb. Wortb. 87-88; OREL ZfBalk XXIII/2 140. 


2.1.1.1. The distribution between these two types of stress is 
particularly well preserved in Latin loanwords. All disyllabic words are 
paroxytona: 


denjë ‘worth’ © Lat dignus id. 

Karré ‘cart’ & Lat carrum ‘two-wheeled wagon’. 

mall ‘homesickness, longing, affection © Lat malum ‘evil, 
misfortune”. 

napë ‘cloth, napkin, towel, kerchief" & Rom “nappa (> Fr nappe 
“table-cloth” ). 

pak ‘a little, few’ © Lat paucus ‘few, little”. 

pallë “pole, club, washing-stick, sword, mallet’ € Lat pala ‘spade, 
shovel’. 


One also finds numerous paroxytona in words with more than two 
syllables: 


fajkua ~ fajkue ‘falcon’ € Lat falconem id. 
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natyrë ‘nature’ © Lat natirra id. 

parriz ‘paradise’ € Lat paradisus id. 

pashtrak 'pasture-rent, pasturage money’ © Rom “pastilracus 
based on Lat pastüra ‘pasture’. 

qytet “city” 4 Lat civitate(m) id. 

rërë ~ ranë ‘sand’ © Lat arena id. 


These cases are opposed by a large group of proparoxytona: 


bak ém ‘balm’ © Lat balsamum id. 

emté ‘aunt’ © Lat amita ‘paternal aunt’. 

engjëll ‘angel’ 4 Lat angelus id. 

lepur, lepuj ‘hare’ © Lat leporem id. 

mashkull ‘man’, ‘male’ € Lat masculus ‘male, masculine’ . 

ndrikull ‘godmother; midwife’ € Lat matricula used in the sense of 
Rom “matrina id. > Ital madrina. 


When borrowed into Late Proto-Albanian, Latin words preserved the 
place of their stress. 


2.1.1.2. A similar picture is found in the Indo-European vocabulary of 
Albanian. All disyllabic words are paroxytona: 


darkë ‘supper’ < EPA “darka < IE*dorK'om reflected in Gk 
doptrov id. 

dhallë ~ dhallté ‘buttermilk’ < EPA “dzalz: Gk yoda, gen. 
yoAakroc ‘milk’. 

edh ‘he-goat’ < EPA “aidza: Gk ai€ ‘goat’, Arm ayc id. 

farë ‘seed, semen, kin’ < EPA *spara: Gk fem. oTopa ‘seed’ and 
further related to *sper- ‘to spill, to sow’ (Gk orreipes id., 
onéppa ‘semen, seed‘). 

gjak ‘blood’ < EPA *saka. Gk omc ‘juice’, Lith sakaf ‘resin’, Slav 
*sokz ‘juice’. 

jerm ‘delirium, absent-mindedness’ < EPA “erma: Lith efmas 
‘monster’, Latv erms ‘wonderful apparition’, ermi “wonders, 
miracles’. 


There also exist polysyllabic paroxytona: 


MORPHONOLOGY AND VVORD-FORMATION 125 


glepé “matter from eyes, rheum (in eyes)’ < EPA *ka-/aipa, derived 
from IE */eip- “to smear with fat’. 

képurdhé ‘fungus, mushroom’ < EPA *kapurda: Lith këpurë ‘cap’, 
Latv cepure id. 

lumak ‘bud, shoot; lichen, moss’ « */ubnaka based on IE */eubh- ‘to 
peel, to skin’ (Lith /ubà ‘board (of a ceiling)’, Latv /uba ‘bark, 
board’, OPrus /ubbo ‘board’, Slav */sbz ‘forehead, skull’). 

mëllenjë ‘blackbird’ < EPA *melanja from IE fem. “melonia 
‘black’ > Gk uéňaiva id., cf. also Skt malind-, fem. malinī 
‘dirty, unclean, Latv meíns “black”. 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA “aktoti < IE “okto id. (Skt ast; Arm owt, Gk 
OKTO. 

urelë ‘water-pit < EPA “urela: ON ur ‘drizzle’, OPrus wurs ‘pool’, 
Gk av-aupoc ‘devoid of water’. 


Other polysyllabic words are proparoxytona: 


athët ‘harsh, sour, rancid’ < EPA *atseta < IE *ak- ‘sharp’, with 
some derivatives developing the meaning ‘sour’, such as Lat 
acidus. 

garbe 'flower-pot' (originally, *'pot) < EPA “gariba, cf. Slav 
Zort ‘pot’ derived from IE “gher- ‘to burn’. 

modhull ‘vetch, chickling, chick-pea’ < EPA “madzula close to 
Lith maZulis ‘small’ and further related to Lith mazas id. 

motër ‘sister’ < EPA “mater « IE*mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 

tjetër, jetër ‘other’ < PAlb *erera: Slav *eterz ‘some, somebody’. 

thelb ‘kernel (of a nut)’ < EPA "tsaliba, a derivative of IE *Kel- ‘to 
cover’. 


At a later stage, unstressed penultimate vowels of proparoxytona were 
reduced and lost, with the exception of the words where the vowels 
were followed by liquid sonorants (cf. examples above). 


2.1.1.2. It is clear that—unlike Latin loanwords—the opposition of 
paroxytona and proparoxytona in the Albanian words of Indo-European 
origin was not caused by the quantity of the penultimate vowel. Without 
any doubt, this opposition goes back to the Early Proto-Albanian stage 
when the stress must have been paradigmatically mobile. 
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In Late Proto-Albanian, there remain only a few individual traces of 
paradigmatic mobility. An interesting case is that of Getér, jetër ‘other’ 
(the form tjetër results from crasis with the preceding particle të and/or 
from the analogical influence of the plural). It continues LPA *éfera 
with the stress on the initial syllable. However, its irregular plural is 
tjerë. The only reasonable explanation of this form is to suppose a 
Proto-Albanian source reconstructed as *eférai with the stress on the 
penultimate syllable. Thus, the Late Proto-Albanian paradigm consisted 
of two opposed forms: 


sg. pl. 
*éfera *etéral 


Another interesting example of this kind is that of Tosk vésht - Geg 
vësht ‘vineyard’. As it is clearly related to veré ~ venë ‘wine’ < “vvainë 
etymologically, we should reconstruct Proto-Albanian *wdinesta as its 
source (note that the position of the stress is defined by the nasal quality 
of the Geg vowel). On the other hand, the plural forms of this word, 
Tosk vreshta ~ Geg vneshta can be only explained if we accept a 
reconstruction of Proto-Albanian *wainéstai Again, further evidence 
for accentual opposition in a Late Proto-Albanian paradigm: 


sg. pl. 
*wainesta *wainésta 
2.1.2. Early Proto-Albanian Stress 


2.1.2.0. We assume that the feature of paradigmatic mobility was 
inherited from Early Proto-Albanian, a stage for which our reconstruc- 
tion can be more detailed. A more or less full reconstruction can be 
suggested for the nominal accent. The reconstruction of the verb’s 
accent is of no historical value, as it was paradigmatically fixed even in 
Early Proto-Albanian. 


Literature: OREL Sov. slav. 1982/3 92-96, 1982/5 83-90, Lingv. 
issled. II 31-39, ZfBalk XIX/2 121-130, XXII/1 76-85, 86-87, 
XXIII/2 140-145. 
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2.1.2.1. As described in 1.1.5.1-2, Albanian nouns can be divided into 
two accentual paradigms according to the development of their auslaut 
vowels in singular and plural forms. On the one hand, there existed 
barytonic nouns that had the stress linked to the stem of the word both 
in the singular and in plural (accentual type A), cf. the following 
examples: 


sg. *dwdiga > *déga> degë ‘branch’ 
pl. *dwdigai> *dégai> degë ‘branches’ 


sg. “dausa(s)2 *daus» dash ‘ram’ 
pl. *déusai> *dáusi» desh ‘rams’ 


On the other hand, there existed mobile oxytonic nouns, which had the 
stress on the stem in the singular but on the ending in the plural (accen- 


tual type B): 


sg. *skdla ‘fish bone’ > “skdla > halë ‘fish bone’ 
pl. *skalas ‘fish bones’ > *skald(s)> hala ‘fish bones’ 


sg. *mátas» *mat> mot ‘year’ 
pl. *matai> *maté> mote ‘years’ 


In numerous masculina the original ending -e was replaced, due to 
analogy, by -a, which was originally characteristic of 4-stems only: 


sg. "dárjas» *dérja> derr ‘pig 
pl. *darjai> *derjé> derra instead of *derre ‘pigs’ 


In Late Proto-Albanian the place of stress became limited to the second 
and the third syllables of the word, and all Early Proto-Albanian words 
with a stress on the last syllable became Late Proto-Albanian paro- 
xytona. 


After the Late Proto-Albanian transformation of the stress patterns had 
been completed, the opposition between types A and B became purely 
morphological. Loanwords (including Latin loanwords) were distrib- 
uted between the two types. A considerable majority merged with the 
more productive type B. Hence the grammatical opposition of type A 
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loanwords: qen “dog”, pl. gen, and type B loanwords: /afshé ‘crest (of 
bird), comb’, pl. /afsha, maj ‘hammer’, pl. maja. 


2.1.2.2. Derivatives in -th (usually, diminutives) preserve the accentual 
type of the original nouns. Nouns of the type A produce derivatives of 
the type A: 


bri ‘horn’, pl. bri, brirë > brirth ‘feeler, tendril’, pl. brirthé. 

lez ‘wart’, pl. lezë > lythid., lythë 

sy ‘eye’, pl. sy > syth ‘loop, bud’, pl. sythé 

tra ‘beam, post’, pl. trerë, trarë, trenj > trath ‘lath, slat’, pl. trathé 
uri ‘mole’, pl. urinj > urithid., pl. urithé 

ve ‘egg’, pl. ve > veth ‘maggot’, pl. vethé 

vesh ‘ear’, pl. veshé > véth ‘earring’, pl. véthé 


Nouns of the type B produce derivatives of the type B: 


birë ‘hole’, pl. bira > birth ‘pimple’, pl. birtha 

halë “fish bone’, pl. hala > halth ‘needle’, pl. haltha 

kap ‘cover’, pl. kapa > kapth ‘path (in a swamp)’, pl. kaptha 

krand ‘brushwood, twig’, pl. krande > kranth ‘little leaf’, pl. 
krantha 

Jak ‘trap, sling’, pl. lege > lakthid., pl. lakthe, laktha 

shteg ‘path, way’, pl. shtigje, shtegje > shtekth ‘sinciput’, pl. 
shtektha 

thind ‘beak’, pl. thinda > thimth ‘thorn’, pl. thimtha 


There are a few exceptions, with derivatives of the type A belonging to 
the generally more productive type B: 


gur ‘stone’, pl. gurë > gurthid., pl. gurtha 
zog ‘bird’, pl. zogj > zokth ‘little bird”, pl. zoktha 


2.1.2.3. A similar distribution is found in secondary plurals (old co/- 
lectiva) in -z. Nouns belonging to the accentual type A develop a plural 
in -ëz 


bir ‘son’ > pl. bij, bijëz 
djalë ‘boy’ > pl. djel, djelm, djelméz 
ijë ‘hip, side’ > pl. ijë, ijëz 
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njer ‘man’ > pl. njer, njerëz 
thua ‘nail’ > pl. thonj, thonéz 
ve ‘egg’ » pl. ve, vez, veëz 
vesh ‘ear’ > pl. veshë, veshëz 


However, diagnostically these plurals are irrelevant, since nouns of the 
accentual type B form plurals in -az, but usually with a parallel form in 
-éz. 


greré ‘wasp’ > pl. grera, greraz, grerëz 
vashë ‘girl’ > pl. vasha, vashaz, vashëz 
varr ‘tomb’ > pl. varre, varraz 


In other words, only plurals in -az can serve as an indicator of the 
original accentual status of a noun. 


2.1.2.4. With the exception of a few adjectives, which reflect an 
opposition of accentual paradigms similar to that of the nouns, most of 
adjectives have developed new accentual features. 


The old distribution of accents is still represented by the (masculine) 
adjectives madh ‘big’ and fig ‘bad, evil’. While Ae has the plural er 
and belongs to the accentual type A, madh with its plural médhenj based 
on earlier “mëdhe reflects accentual type B: 


A B 
sg. lg<*liga madh < *madza 
pl. — Zgj« "gai *médhe « *madzái 


In other adjectives, we observe completely different accentual struc- 
tures. Masculine adjectives (o-stems) have -é in the singular going back 
to stressed EPA *-4< IE *-o-s. In the plural, -e reflects EPA *-a7 < IE 
Zo, In other words, masculine adjectives belong to an accentual 
paradigm, which is unattested in substantives. All forms of this 
accentual type (C) are oxytonic. At the same time, feminine adjectives 
(a-stems) have -ë from unstressed EPA *-4< IE *-ā in the singular and 
-a in the plural from stressed EPA “-a(s) < IE *-as. In other words, 
feminine adjectives belong to the accentual type B. Masculine and 
feminine forms are accentually contrasted. 
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The situation is totally different in adjectives with the suffixes *-m- and 
*-(i)sam- (> -shém). Masculine adjectives belong either to accentual 
type A (i.e. have a zero ending or -é in the singular from unstressed 
EPA “-a KIE *-o-s), or to type B (with stressed EPA *-din the singular 
and a zero ending in the plural from unstressed EPA *-a/< IE Zon The 
variations of stress in the singular with its secondary -ë - whatever the 
explanation might be - is of no relevance to the accentual type. Feminine 
adjectives in *-m-and “-G)sam- have -ein the singular and in the plural. 
Even though there is no certainty as to the source of this ending (it may 
be connected with stems in *-/é or in *-(7)74), it is indubitably oxytonic, 
i.e. feminine adjectives belong to the accentual type C 


Cf. the following examples (m/ré ‘good’ and Ko/mé ‘pretty, winsome’): 
masc. fem. masc. fem. 


sg. mirës “mirë mirës “mitra kolm(é)< “kalima kolmes “kalimija 
pl. mires “mirëi mira “mirës kolm(é)< “kalimai kolme « “kalimijas 


Thus, in both types of adjectives masculine and feminine are accentually 
contrasted: 


I C B 
II A C 


As far as the accentually archaic adjective /ig preserved an opposition 
of accentual types A and B between its masculine and feminine forms 
and C appears to be complementary distributed with A and 3, it can be 
assumed that Cis a secondary accentual type replacing “A in the first 
group of adjectives and “Bin the second: 


I *A B 
II A *B 


2.1.2.5. Nouns belonging to accentual type A correspond to Indo- 
European words defined as accentually oxytonic/mobile (numbers and 
letters in parentheses following Baltic and Slavic forms refer to their 
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accentual paradigms). This can be corroborated by the follovving rele- 
vant material: ` 


Consonant and root stems 


Kri ~ kri, pl. kri ~ krî “woodworm, moth’ < EPA *kriwi-: Slav 
*Chrvb ‘worm’ (c). 

OAlb njer, pl. njer “man, person, human being’ < EPA “nera: Gk 
avnp ‘man’, gen. avdpoc; in Sanskrit the stress of nár- can be 
explained by the generalization of the nominative. 


S-Stems 


hi~ fi ‘ash’, pl. hi~ hi, hin < EPA *skina « *skines-: Lat cinis ‘dust, 
ash’ < *cenes- with an unstressed shortened vowel from 
*(s)Kenes-. 


u-stems 


grua ~ grue, pl. gra ‘woman, wife'« EPA *grawa: Gk ypauc ‘old 
woman’. 
valë, pl. valë ‘wave’< EPA *wala: Slav *vaľs id. (c). 


o-stems (masculine) 


bri ~ bri, pl. bri, bring, brirë ~ briné ‘horn’ < EPA “brina: Germ 
“brenda (Swed brind ‘deer’, Norw bringe id.). 

djalë, pl. djem, djelm, dial. djel “boy, youth’< EPA *dela: Latv dels 
“son”, Swed dial. del, däl ‘nipple’ < Germ *dé/az. 

duaj ~ duej, pl. ‘sheaf’ < EPA *donja: Skt dhanya- ‘grain’. 

dhëmb ~ dhamb, pl. dhëmbë ~ dhambé ‘tooth’ < EPA *dzamba: 
Slav *zobz id. (c); in other languages this word is barytonic, cf. 
Skt jambha- id. The Slavic accent is hardly innovative. 

dhëndër ~ dhandër, pl. dhénduré ~ dhanduré ‘bridegroom, son-in- 
law’ < EPA “dzenra: Skt jara- ‘suitor’, Gk youBpoc ‘son-in- 
law’. 

esh, pl. eshé ‘hedgehog’ < EPA *edzja (with phonetic difficulties): 
Lith ezys id. (4), Slav *eZz id. (c). 


H 





S Arranged according to the paradigmatic classes of Indo-European parallels, not Proto- 
Albanian stems. 
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gji ~ gji, pl. gji ~ gji “breast, chest < EPA "sina: Lat sinus ‘curve, 
fold’ with the shortening of unstressed “7. 

gjysh, pl. gjyshë, gjyshër ~ gjyshén ‘grandfather’ < EPA *süsa: Skt 
sisë ‘progenitor’. 

kohë, pl. kohë ‘time’< EPA *kaxa: Slav *casp id. (traces of a 
mobile paradigm in Old Russian). From the Indo-European 
perspective the word could be an old neuter. 

plak, pl. pleq ‘old man’ < EPA *p(e)laka < *pelokos: Lith pilkas 
‘grey’ (3) < “plakos. 

ter, pl. terë, tera ‘bull’ < *taura: Lith fa&ras id. (4), Slav *turs id. 
(c). Gk ratupoc id. is barytonic. 

ujk, pl. ujq, ujqër ~ ujgén ‘wolf’ < EPA "(w)ulka: Lith vilkas id. 
(4), Slav *vz/Kz id. (c) as opposed to barytonic Skt víka- id., 
Gk Xukoç id. 

vjehërr, pl. vjehërr 'father-in-law' « EPA *swesura < *swetsura: Gk 
EKUPOG id., Lith se~suras id. (3), Slav *svekars id. (c) but cf. 
barytonic Skt svasura- id., OHG swehur id. < Germ *swéxuraz. 

zjarm, pl. dial. zjerm, zjermé, innovative zjarme 'fire'« EPA 
*dzerma. Skt gharmá- ‘sun-heat’, Gk Gepuoc ‘warm’, Afgh 
yarmë ‘noon, heat’, yarma. 


o-stems (neuter) 


ballë, pl. ballë ‘forehead’ < EPA *bala: Gk pakoc ‘white’, Lith 
bëlas ‘anemone’ (4), cf. the same semantic development in Skt 
bhāla- id., OPrus ballo id. 

dash, pl desh ‘ram’< EPA *dausa: Gmc “deuzan ‘wild animal’ 
(Goth dius, ON du, Slav “duxs ‘breath, spirit’ (c). 

fjalë, pl. fjalë ‘word, speech, tale'« EPA *spe/a: Goth spill ‘story, 
fable’, ON spjall ‘story, speech’, OE spell id., OHG spel, spell 
id. < Gmc “spellan. 

grurë ~ gruné ‘wheat’ (singularized pl.) < EPA *gruna: Skt jürná-, 
firnë- ‘old, decayed, withered’, Afgh zoray ‘seed’ (based on 
*zarnam). However, Lat granum, Olr gran, Lith Zirnis (1), Slav 
*zprno are barytonic. 

gjuhë, pl. gjuhë “tongue, language’ < EPA *gu/sa: ON kall ‘shout’ < 
Gmc “kalzan, Slav *gols ‘voice’ (c). 

hirrë, pl. hirrë ‘whey’< EPA *ksira: Skt ksira- “milk”. 
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1-stems 


botë, pl. botë, innovative bota ‘earth; world’< EPA *bwatz Skt 
bhūtí- ‘existence’, Lith bütis id. (3 > 4), Ir burth id. (with the 
shortening of the unstressed vowel). 

ditë, pl. dit, ditë *day'« EPA “diti. Gmc *tidtiz ‘time’ (OHG zit, OE 
tid) and Skt su-diti “fair day”. 

grath, pl. grathé ‘tooth, prong (of a device), bristle’, deminutive of 
EPA "graba: Slav *grobs (c). 

gur, pl. gurë ‘stone, rock’ < EPA “eurr. Skt arr ‘mountain’. 

gjollë, pl. gjollë ‘clearing or pasture where salt is strewn for sheep; 
patch of ground for sowing’ < EPA "sar. Slav *solp ‘salt’ (c). 

natë, pl. net, netë *'night' « EPA *nakti-: Slav *nokts id. (c) opposed 
to barytonic Lith naktis id. and Skt ndkt-. 

sy, pl. sy ‘eye’< EPA dual *arsrwr. Lith akis id. (4), dual att Slav 
*oko id. (c), dual *očí. 

vesh, pl. veshë ‘ear’< EPA *wausr. Lith ausis id. (4), Latv auss, 
Slav *uxo id. (c), dual. *usf. 


Sue) ee E 


Afgh -w7stid., Gk eikoot id. 
a-stems 


barrë, pl. barrë “load, burden’< EPA “bara: Gk fopa ‘load’. 

bathé, pl. bathé ‘broad bean’ < EPA *batsa: Gk don ‘dish of 
lentils’, pakoc ‘lentil’. 

farë, pl. farë, secondary fara ‘seed, semen, kin'« EPA *psara: Gk 
otropa ‘seed’. 

grykë, pl. grykë, secondary gryka ‘throat? < EPA “*geriwika, 
derivative of *errwa: Skt grivë ‘neck’, Afgh gərwá ‘clavicle’. 
Latv griva ‘river mouth’ and Slav *griva ‘mane’ are barytonic. 

guall, pl. guaj “shell, skull’ < EPA *ga/wa: Lith galva (3), Slav 
*golva (c). 

kapë, pl. kapë ‘armful of corn; shock, pile’ < EPA *kapa: Slav 
*kopa ‘mow, shock, stack’ (c) but Gk komm ‘manger, crib’ is 
barytonic. 

lëndë ~ landë, pl. lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, materia” < EPA 
*lenta. Gmc “lendto ‘linden’ (OHG linta, OE lind), Lith /entà 
“board” (4). 

lopë, pl. lopë ‘cow’ < EPA */apa: Latv /uóps ‘cattle’. 
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nëmë ~ namë, pl. nëmë ~ namë ‘curse’< EPA *nama: Gk voun 
‘meadow’. Both words, despite the semantic differences, are 
connected with Gk veuco ‘to distribute’, Goth niman ‘to take”, 
cf. in particular Gk vepeoic ‘wrath’. 

palë, pl. palë ‘pair; fold; group, class, party’ < EPA *pa/a: Slav 
*pola ‘flap, tail’ (c). 

pordhé, pl. pordhé ‘fart’? < EPA *parda: Gk topën id. 

thekë, pl. thekë ‘fringe’< EPA *tsaka: , Lith saka ‘branch’ (4), Slav 
*soxa ‘branch, plough’ (c). Skt sëkha ‘branch’ is barytonic. 

Shtazë, shtëzë ~ shtëzë, pl. shtazë, shtëzë ~ shtizë ‘animal’ < EPA 
*stadja (with secondary nasalization): Gmc “stëdja ‘steady, 
fast” (OHG stati). 

zorrë, pl. zorrë ‘gut’< EPA *dzarna: Lith Zarna id. (3). 


Several archaic forms show us that words belonging to accentual type A 
originally had a tendency of shifting stress to the preceding clitic (i.e. 
the stress of this type was originally mobile, as in other Indo-European 
languages): 


sonte ‘this night’ < EPA *tsja(i) naktai, dat.-loc. sg. 
sot ‘today’ < EPA *tsja(i) ditar, dat.-loc. sg. 
dyzet ‘twenty’ < EPA *duwó witsati 


2.1.2.6. Nouns belonging to accentual type B correspond to barytonic 
words in Indo-European. This can be corroborated by the following 
material: 


Consonantal stems 


gjë ~ gjë, pl. gjëra ~ gjana thing'« EPA "*san(s). Gmc “sanp ‘true’ 
(ON sannr, sadr, OE s00). 

krye, pl. krerë ~ krenë 'head'« EPA *kra(s)na: Gk kpavoc Kepan. 
A remade consonantal stem, 

madh “big, large’, pl. mëdhenj (based on “mëdhe) < EPA *madZza: 
Skt máhi- ‘great, large’, Gk HEyac id., neut. péya. 

thëri ~ thëni, pl. théria ~ thënia (théri~ théniis secondary) ‘louse’ < 
EPA *tsanid-: Gk Kovic ‘nit’. 
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Heteroclitic stems 


elb, pl. elbëra ~ elbéna ‘barley’ < EPA "albi. Gk addi ‘kind of 
grain’. 
eshtë, pl. eshta ‘fibre, muscle fibre’ < EPA "ast. Skt ásthi id. 


n- and r-stems 


dimër ~ dimén, pl. dimra ~ dimna ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena: Skt 
héman loc. ‘in winter’, Gk xéipa ‘winter’. 

emër ~ emën, pl. emra ~ emna ‘name’ < EPA *enmen: Slav “jeme 
id. (b?). 

motër, pl. motra ‘sister’ < EPA “mater. Afgh mor ‘mother’, Lith 
moté id. (1), Latv mëte id., Slav *matiid. (a). However, several 
Indo-European forms are oxytonic: Skt matar-, Gk ýp, 
UNTPOG. 

rrymë, pl. rryma ‘flow (of water)’ < EPA *srüma: Gk pevua 
‘stream’. 


S-Stems 


ang ‘fear, nightmare’< EPA *anga(s): Skt dmhas- ‘fear’. 

end ‘pollen’< EPA *anda(s): Skt andhas- ‘herb’, Gk avboc 
‘flower’. 

ethe, pl. ‘fever’ < EPA *aida(s): Skt édhas- ‘firewood, fuel’, Gk 
aidoc ‘fire’. 

vit, vjet, pl. vite ‘year’< EPA *weta(s): Gk &roc id. 

Zjarr, pl. zjarre ‘fire’ < EPA *dZera(s): Skt háras- ‘flame, heat’, Gk 
Bëpoc ‘summer’. 


u-stems 
mjekër, pl. mjekra ‘chin, beard’< EPA *smekru: Skt smdsru- id. 
o-stems (masculine) 
ar, pl. ara ‘bear’< EPA “ara: Skt rksa-id., Afgh yoZid., Gk àpkroc 


id. 
derr, pl. derra ‘pig’< EPA *darja: Gk xoipoc id. 
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drang, pl. drangje ‘barge-pole, punting-pole; young creature, cub’ < 
EPA “dranga: Lith drafigas ‘perch, pole’ (4), Slav “droga (b). 

gardh, pl. gardhe, gjerdhe ‘fence’ < EPA “garda: Lith gardas 
‘fence’ (2 > 4), Slav *gords ‘town, fence’ (c). 

hell, pl. helle, heje, secondary hej ‘spear, spit? < EPA “skola: Gk 
okoohoc ‘pointed stake, thorn’. 

Kérr, pl. kérra ‘donkey, ass, foal; gray’ < EPA “Kara: Skt KAdra- 
‘donkey’. 

krep, pl. krepa ‘rock’ < EPA “krepa: Gmc *xréfaz “body” (OE Arif, 
OHG Aref), probably, a remade root noun. 

lapė, pl. Japa “hard piece of meat or skin; peritoneum; leaf’ < EPA 
“lapa: Lith /apas ‘leaf’ (2), Gk Aorróc ‘shell, husk, bark’. 

mardhé ‘chill, frost, ice’. < EPA *mardza: Slav *morzz ‘frost’ (a). 

mitë, pl. mita ‘shoot’ < EPA *meita: Lith miëtas ‘post, stake’ (2). 

qetë, pl. qeta (jagged) rock’ < EPA *k/aita: Lith s/aitas ‘slope’ (2). 

rrime, pl. rrime ‘rain-worm’ < EPA *wrima: Gk póuoc ‘worm’. 

shteg, pl. shtigje ‘path, road< EPA *staiga: Gk oTOIXOC ‘row, line’. 

shtrohé ~ shtrotë, pl. shtroha ~ shtrofa ‘kennel’ < EPA *straja: Latv 
straja ‘stall covered with straw’, Slav *strojs “construction”. 

tul, pl. tule, tula “meat, flesh, pulp’< EPA “tula: Gk TUAT ‘swelling’, 
Slav “tytë “back side’ (a). 

thep, pl. thepa ‘peak, point, cog, tooth'« EPA *ftsaipa: Skt sépa- 
‘tail, penis’. 

vidh, pl. vidha‘elm’< EPA *wi(n)dza: Slav “veze id. (a). 

ZË ~ Zâ, pl. zëra ~ zana ‘voice’ < EPA *dzwana: Slav *zvons 
‘ringing, sound’ (a). 


o-stems (neuter) 


darkë, pl. darka supper" EPA “darka: Gk doptrov id. 

ëndërr ~ andërr, pl. ëndrra ~ andrra ‘dream, sleep’ < EPA *anrja: 
Gk dveipov, óveipoc. 

grabë, pl. graba ‘erosion, hollowing out < EPA *graba: Slav 
“erobb “pit, tomb’ (b). 

grellé, pl. grella ‘deep place’ < EPA *gritla: Slav *ezrdlo ‘throat’ 
(a), “Zerdlo ‘river-bed; opening’ (b). 

gjeth, pl. gjeth ‘foliage, green leaves'« EPA *gadza: Slav *gvozds 
‘wood, forest’ (b). 

hudhër, pl. hudhra ‘garlic’ < EPA *skurdz: Gk oxdpo6ov id. 
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shtagë, pl. shtaga ‘pole, stick < EPA *staga: Slav stoge ‘mow, 
stack’ (b). 


1-stems 


besë, pl. besa ‘pledge, truce, trust’< EPA *baitš Gk mon 
‘faithful, trustworthy’. 

herdhe, pl. ‘testicles’< EPA “ardzar. Gk opxic. 

krimb ~ krym, pl. krimba, kérminj ~ kryma ‘worm’ < EPA *krimt 
Skt krmi-, Lith kirmis, gen. kifmies (> 4). 

mot, pl. mote ‘time, weather, storm, thunderbolt’ < EPA *māti-: Skt 
māti- ‘measure’, Gk untic id. 

véng ~ vang, pl. véngje ~ vangje ‘hoop, tire, ring, rim’ < EPA 
*wenga: Lith vingis ‘arc’ (1). 

Zot, pl. zotërinj, zotër, OAlb zota ‘lord, master, god’< EPA *w(7)ts- 
pati- Skt vis-pati- ‘lord of the house’, Lith vzëspats ‘lord’ (1). 


à- and 1-stems 


bark, pl. barge ‘belly, womb, abdomen”  EPA *baruka. Ba p«v»koc 
aiddiov Tapa Tapavtivoic. 

grimë, pl. grima ‘crumb, bit« EPA *grima: Gk Bpcyn ‘food, 
meal’. 

hurbë, pl. hurba ‘swallow, mouthful’ < EPA *skurba: Latv skifba 
‘fissure, slot’, Slav *scerba id. (b). 

karpé, pl. karpa ‘rock’< EPA *karpa: Lith karpa ‘wart’, kafpas 
“cut, hack, notch’ (2), MLG scharf‘potsherd’ < Gmc *skarfaz. 

kedh, pl. kedhé, kedha ‘kid’ < EPA *kadza: Slav *koza ‘she-goat’ 
(b). 

kripë ~ krypë, pl. kripëra ~ krypna ‘salt< EPA “kripë. Slav 
*krupa ‘groats’ (b). 

krua ~ krue, pl. kroje (secondary form - kronj) ‘spring, fountain’ < 
EPA *krana. Gk kpnvn id. 

kulp ‘ivy, clematis’, pl. “kulpa (based on the paradigm of the 
diminutive kurth, pl. kurthe) < EPA *kulpa: Lith kilpa ‘loop’ 
(1). 

lerë, pl. lera ‘heap of stones, pebble bank” < EPA */aura: Gk Xaupa 
“alley, pass between rocks'. 

lingé, pl. linga ‘small bel < EPA */inga: Lith /ingé ‘flexible pole; 
bend’ (1), Latv /ifiga “loop”. 
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loge, pl. loge ‘penis; testicles’ < EPA "/auka: Lith Hauka ‘gland’ (2 
> 4). 

lërë ~ lanë, pl. Héra ~ Hana (lërë ~ Hané is secondary) ‘forearm, 
ell’< EPA “alenë: Gk w)évn ‘elbow’. 

mëllenjë, pl. mëllenja ‘blackbird’ < EPA *melanja: Gk fem. 
MEXaiva “black”, Latv medns id. But Skt maliná- is oxytonic. 

mjalcë, pl. mjalca ‘bee’ < EPA “melitja: Gk uëuooo < “HEXITja id. 

mjegull, pl. mjegulla ‘cloud’ < EPA “meg(u)la: Gk outyÀn ‘fog, 
mist’, Lith mig/a id. (2), Slav *mzgla ‘darkness, mist’ (b). 

modhull, pl. modhulla ‘vetch, chickling, chick-pea’ < EPA 
“madzula. Lith maZulis ‘small’ (2). 

pidh, pl. pidhe “female pudenda’ < EPA *p(ejizda: Slav *pizda id. 
(b). 

rosë, pl. rosa ‘duck’ < EPA “anatja: Gk vnooa ‘duck’. 

sorrë, pl. sorra ‘crow’ < EPA *tsarsna: Afgh kin ‘left’, fem. kina, 
Slav *csrnz ‘black’, fem. “carna opposed to Skt Arsnd- ‘black, 
dark’. 

trap, pl. trapa ‘ferry’< EPA *trapa: Slav *tropa ‘path’ (b). 

veré~ venë *wine' « EPA *waina: Gk otvn ‘vine’. 

ve, pl. va, veja ‘widow’ < EPA *widewa: Skt vidhava id., Slav 
*vpdova id. (b). 

zonjë ‘wife’, pl. zonja < EPA *w(Zts-patnja: Skt pátni id., sa-pátnr 
“one of the wives’. 


2.1.2.7. Cases at variance with the distribution of A and B are not 
numerous: 


arë, pl. ara ‘field’< EPA “ara: Latv ára id. 

be, pl. be ‘oath’< EPA *baida: Slav *béda ‘disaster’ (b). 

derë, pl. dyer door" EPA *dwora: Skt dvár-, Gk Bupa. 

gjak, pl. gjaqe, gjakra ~ gjakna ‘blood’< EPA “saka: Gk omc 
‘juice’, Lith sakaf ‘resin’ (4), Slav *sokz ‘juice’ (c). 

halë, pl. hala ‘fish bone, splinter; pine'« EPA *ska/a: Lith skala 
‘stick of firewood’ (4). 

hu ~ hii, pl. hunj ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA *skuja: Slav 
*xujb ‘penis’ (b). 

gengjé, pl. qengja ‘beehive’ « EPA *kenaga: Gmc “xunagan 
‘honey’ (ON hunang, OE hunig, OHG honag). 
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rreth, pl. rrathë ‘hoop, rim (of wheel); circle’, diminutive of type A: 
Skt rátha- ‘wagon’. 


2.2. Alternations 


2.2.0. Albanian has various phonetic alternations reflecting morpho- 
nological processes going back to different stages of its development. 
Consonantal alternations normally result from relatively recent phonetic 
changes (mainly palatalizations and the like) while vocalic alternations 
preserve both recent developments (for example, Albanian umlaut in 
nouns and verbs) and archaic features (Indo-European ablaut). 


2.2.1. Consonantal alternations 


2.2.1.0. Productive consonantal alternations were generated by a series 
of Proto-Albanian palatalizations, among other processes. At the same 
time, other and earlier phonetic shifts such as the affricatization of 
labiovelars only resulted in isolated non-productive and non-paradig- 
matic alternations, hardly realized by modern speakers of Albanian, cf. 
for example the related pair darkë ‘supper’ < EPA darka vs. da(r)smé 
‘wedding feast’ < EPA darts-ima reflecting an alternation k: s (EPA 
žk: 419). A similar alternation of voiced consonants g: z (EPA *g: “dë 
is found in djeg ‘to burn’ vs. ndeza ‘to set alight, to ignite’ < EPA *en- 
dadzja. This alternation, however, can be characterized as “traditional” 
and “non-paradigmatic” insofar as it has not become a structurally 
relevant device in word-formation or morphology. 


Literature: DOMI RES XLV 25 (timbre alternation); DESNICKAJA JFT 
86-91 (survey of alternations); LEKOMCEVA Balcanica 102-108 
(typological parallels to the timbre alternation). 


2.2.1.1. The main productive alternations of consonants in Albanian 
were created in paradigms of verbs and nouns due to the phonetic 
development of clusters with “7 and/or palatalization of consonants in 
certain forms of the paradigm. 


The alternation ¢: s is widespread in the verbal paradigms of Geg, 
where the first element of the alternation appears in the 2-3 sg. present 
and in the aorist while the second element characterizes the 1 sg. 
present. The first element ¢ continues the last consonant of the Early 
Proto-Albanian verbal stem “7 while the second element goes back to 
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EPA “tj. In Tosk the 1 sg. present has been analogically changed under 


the influence of the 2-3 sg. Cf. the following examples: 


‘to pray’ 

‘to measure 
‘to urge’ 

‘to practise’ 
‘to pull up’ 
‘to frighten’ 


H 


2 sg. pres. 


lut< “lutet 
mat < “matet 
ngut < *en-gutet 
ryt« *rütet 
rrit « *writet 
tut < “tutet 


1 sg. aor. 


luta « “luta 
mata « “mata 
nguta «. *en-guta 
ryta « *rüta 
rrita « *writa 
tuta « “tuta 


1 sg. pres. 


lus < “lutja 
mas < *matja 
ngus < en-gutja 
rys < *ritja 
Iris < *writja 
tus < *tutja 


A similar alternation is established between n and dial. ny, jJ, lit. 7, The 
second element of the alternation is attested in 1 sg. present while the 
first element dominates the rest of the present paradigm (the aoristic 
form, however, belong to other morphological types, sometimes built 
on the basis of the 1 sg. pres.): 


‘to mate’ 
‘to gnaw’ 
‘to find’ 
‘to wash’ 
‘to feed’ 
‘to divide’ 


3 sg. pres. 


bon « *ba(g)net 
bren « *brenet 
gjen «. *gadnet 
lan « “launet 
man « *mazdnet 
ndan «. *en-danet 


1 sg. aor. 


(bova) 

(brejta) 

(gjeta) 

(Java) 

(majta) 
(ndajta, ndava) 


1 sg. pres. 


boj< *ba(g)nja 
brej< *brenja 
gjej< *gadnja 
laj « “launja 
maj « *mazdnja 
ndaj «. *en-danja 


2.2.1.2. A productive alternation attested in the nominal system is that 
of velars : palatalized velars, i.e. & : q, g: gj. The second element of the 
alternating pairs appears in the plural as opposed to the singular. 


‘twilight’ 
‘belly’ 
“barge-pole” 
‘oak’ 

“old man’ 
‘heap’ 


sg. 


ag< *auga 


bark< “barka 
drang < *dranga 
dushk < *duska 
plak< “plaka 


tog « *taga 


pl. 


agje « “augal 
barge « *barkai 


drangje « *drangai 


dushqe < “duskai 
pleq < “plaka 
togje « *tagai 
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The same alternation of velars and palatalized velars is also attested in 
the verbal system where it is characteristic of the opposition between 
present and aorist forms of certain verb groups: 


present aorist 
“to burn’ djeg dogja 
“to bake’ pjek poqa 
‘to follow’ ndjek ndoqa 


One more productive alternation is found in the nominal system 
between A and 7. The source of this palatalization is medial */ before “7 
in Late Proto- Albanian: 


sg. pl. 
“people” popull popuj 
‘mullet’ gefull qefuj 
“pine” rrobull rrobuj 
“seam, edge” skundill Skundij 
‘rag, cloth’ sukull sukuj 
“title” titull tituj 


2.2.1.3. Another source of productive alternations in Albanian 
consonantism is the voicing of unvoiced occlusives after nasals. It often 
occurs at the juncture betyveen prefixes and nominal stems: 


Ka ‘out’ ngaid. 

kordh “to die (of animals)’ ngordh ‘to die’ 
kunjoj ‘to close with a peg’ ngujoj ‘to enclose’ 
pas ‘after, behind’ mbas id. 

pjell ‘to beget’ mbjell ‘to sow’ 
prodh ‘to produce’ mbrodh ‘to help’ 


Unvoicing is found in the position after the prefix s/-: 


bie ‘to bring, to carry’ shpie ‘to carry away’ 
gardhé ‘fence’ shkardhé ‘dog chain’ 
gërryej ‘to scrape’ shkryej ‘to make dirty’ 


glepé ‘matter from the eyes’ shklepé id. 
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2.2.2. Vocalic alternations 
2.2.2.0. Numerous vocalic alternations vvere caused by relatively recent 
factors, such as the reduction of vovvels and diphthongization of Proto- 


Albanian long monophthones. 


2.2.2.1. In the nominal system, one such alternation is that between ua 
- ue and o: 


sg. pl. 
‘falcon’ fajkua ~ fajkue tajkonj 
‘honeycomb’ huall ~ huell hoje 
‘roebuck’ kapruall ~ kapruell kaproj 
‘rooster’ kapua ~ kapue kaponj 
‘stable’ katua ~ katue katonj 
‘spring’ krua ~ krue kronj 


The same alternation is productive in the verbal morphology. It charac- 
terizes the present/aorist opposition: 


present aorist 
‘to be afraid’ druaj ~ druej drova 
‘to grind’ bluaj ~ bluej blova 
“to prepare” gatuaj - gatuej gatova 
“to hunt” gjuaj - gjuej gjova 
‘to scratch’ kruaj ~ kruej krova 
‘to write’ Shkruaj ~ shkruej shkrova 


2.2.2.2. In word-formation, another relatively recent alternation is 
based on the reduction of unstressed vowels. The most frequent 
alternation type is a: &as in the following pairs: 


faj ‘guilt, sin’ fëjej “to make a mistake’ 
Kalb ‘to let rot kélboge ‘sputum’ 

kall ‘to insert’ Këllas “to put into’ 

lakur ‘naked’ lëkurë “skin, bark” 

lap “to slurp’ lëpij ‘to lick’ 


lapé ‘leaf’ lépitké ‘slipper’ 
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mardhé ‘cold, frost’ mërdhij ‘to chill’ 


At the same time, other pairs such as e: & 7: & o: ëand u: ëare also 
attested: 


dell ‘tendon’ dëllinjë ‘juniper’ 

fund ‘bottom, end’ féndyell ‘aw! 

lopë ‘cow’ lëpec “old ox or cow’ 
luftë ‘fight’ lëftoj “to fight’ 

rrem “false” rrëmaç “lefthanded” 
rripé ‘precipice’ rrépiré id. 

rrufe ‘lightning’ rréfeshk ‘kind of thistle’ 


2.2.3. Vocalic alternations: Umlaut 


2.2.3.0. Albanian umlaut developed in the Late Proto-Albanian period, 
when unstressed auslaut vowels lost one mora and Albanian diphthongs 
were monophthongized. Both factors led to the development of front 
vowels in the nominal endings. Later, under the influence of structural 
parallelisms, umlaut was also introduced into several Slavic loanwords. 
In Albanian, two types of umlaut are attested: the raising of EPA “ax e 
and of EPA “ex 7. 


Literature: MEYER Alb. Gr. 4 (*e > 1 before clusters); PEKMEZI 56; 
ÇABEJ RShk 5-27, LP VII 145-200, VIII 145-200 (generalization of e 
< a and ïj < e in nominal paradigms); SIROKOV EZ CGU 1957 230; 
Domi RES XLV 28 (follows MEYER) Dom CIEB 267-268; 
DESNICKAJA VJa 1965/6 40-41 (Germanic parallels to the Albanian 
umlaut), ZFI 89, ÇABEJ St. III 114-115, 309-402. 


2.2.3.1. The umlaut a: eis found in nouns and in verbs. Nominally, it is 
characteristic of the plurals of o- and 7-stems but, occasionally, also 
appears in other types of stems: 


sg. pl. 
“bone” ashtë eshtra ~ eshtna 
‘father’ at etër ~ etén 
‘ram’ dash desh 
‘trap, snare’ lak leq, lege 


‘night’ natë net 
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‘goat’ sqap 
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sqep, sqepe 


In numerous nouns a was restored in the plural by analogy: 


‘twilight’ 
‘belly’ 

cat’ 

‘guilt’ 
‘fathom’ 
‘enclosure’ 


sg. 


ag 
bark 
dac 
faj 
pash 
thark 


pl. 


agje 

barge 

daca 

faje 

pash 

tharq, tharge 


In many other nouns, the raised e « *a of the plural was generalized 
(and an innovative plural in -a was often introduced): 


‘sheep, goat’ 
“young bull” 
“squirrel” 
‘foliage’ 
‘rock’ 

‘bull’ 


sg. 


bert < *barwa 
dem « *dama 
ger « *gaura 
gjeth s *gazda 
krep « *krapa 
ter « “taura 


pl. 


berra 
dema 
gera 
gjeth 
krepa 
terë 


2.2.3.2. In verbs, the same alternation a : eis widely attested in present 
verbal forms in *-atj- (as well as some other, less frequent types). The 
form in a characterizes the 1 sg. in *-atj-a, while the form in e appears 
in the 2-3 sg in *-at-i-s, “-at-i-t. 


‘to shout’ 
‘to go out’ 
‘to talk’ 
‘to swell’ 
‘to urge’ 
‘to knock’ 


1 sg. 


bértas 
dal 
flas 
mbufas 
ngas 
trokas 


2-3 sg. 


bértet 
del 
flet 
mbufet 
nget 
troket 
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2.2.3.3. The umlaut (Je: j is even less regular than a : e. Chronolog- 
ically, it belongs to a later period in the history of Albanian. It affects 
Alb e of various origins, in particular, e raised from "a. We do not 
know exactly what phonetic mechanism led to the development of this 
umlaut. Quite probably, 7 derived from the diphthongized root vowel je, 
which had been influenced by a new zor jin the following syllable. 


In verbal morphology (where this type of the umlaut was originally 
developed), (Je: 1 appears in certain verb forms characterized by zor j 
in the suffix, such as in the 2 pl. present and 1 sg. imperfect: 


3 sg. pres. 2 pl. pres. 1 sg. impf. 
‘to go out del dilni dilja 
“to burn’ djeg digjni digja 
“to bake’ pjek piqni piqja 
“to give birth’ pjell pilini pillja 
‘to turn’ sjell sillni sillja 
‘to die’ ydes vdisni vdisja 


The same umlaut appears in some aorist stems (quite often follovved by 7 
of the next syllable): 


3 sg. pres. 3 sg. aor. 
“to rock’ luhet luhiti 
‘to swell’ mbufet mbufiti 
“to raise’ ngre ngriti 
“to sprinkle” spërket spërkiti 
“to knock’ troket trokiti 
‘to die’ vdes vdig 


2.2.3.4. Due to analogy, the umlaut (De : 7 was transferred to the 
nominal system where it affected a relatively small number of 
substantives. All, or nearly all, of them end in a velar. Hence, the umlaut 
is paralleled by the alternation of velar : palatalized velar. Structurally, 
the umlaut (Je : í is identical with the umlaut a : e, as it supports the 
opposition singular vs. plural. Cf. the following cases: 
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sg. pl. 
“bank, hill’ breg brigje, bregje 
‘piglet’ derk dirq 
*avalanche* ortek ortiqe 
“fish” peshk pishq, peshq 
“path” shteg Shtigje, shtegje 


In a few words, 7 was generalized and is now found in the forms of 
singular. This seems to be the case of iré ‘dun’. If it is to be connected 
with err ‘darkness’, then the source must have been EPA *ausra. The 
first umlaut created a paradigm of sg. *aré~ pl. “erë. The e of the plural 
was generalized: sg. “erë ~ pl. “erë. Finally there was a second umlaut: 
sg. *eré~ pl. *iré From this stage, the new singular zrë was extracted. 


2.2.4. Vocalic alternations: Ablaut 


2.2.4.0. Albanian has, to a considerable extent, inherited the Indo- 
European system of ablaut. However, it has been significantly modified 
by phonetic forces. Some types of ablaut, not so important in Indo- 
European, have flourished. Other types, once productive, have been lost 
altogether or are severely fragmented. 


Literature: MEYER ZF V 180-184 (long grade in aorists); CAMAJ Alb. 
Wortb. 28-88; ÇABEJ St. III 124; OREL ZfBalk XXXIII/1 67-68 (long 
grade replacing zero grade in nouns). 


2.2.4.1. Indo-European e-grade is reflected in numerous present stem 
forms: 


bie “to bring’ < EPA “berja < IE *bher- ‘to bring, to carry’ (Skt 
bharati, Gk $€pco, Lat ferð). 

bredh “to jump, to spring’ < EPA “breda: Slav *bredo, “bresti “to 
wade, to ford’, Lith brendiü, brìsti id. 

djeg ‘to burn’ < EPA “dega < IE*dheg‘h- ‘to burn’ (Skt déhati, 
Toch AB tsak- tsák-, Lit deet, dëgti). 

mbledh ‘to gather, to collec < EPA *ambi-ledza < IE *Je$- (Gk 
Aéyco id., Lat /ego ‘to read, “to gather’). 

mjel ‘to milk’ < EPA “melga: Gk ayédyoo id., Lat mulgeo id., Lith 
méliu, mëlzti id. 
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sjell ‘to bring’ < EPA *tsela < IE*k’el- (Skt cárati “to move, to 
walk’, Gk TéAc ‘to come into existence, to become’, Lat colë 
‘to cultivate, to till’). 


Indo-European e-grade is also attested in a few nouns: 


miell ‘flour’ < EPA *melwa < IE *meluo- (OHG mëlo id., ON mjol 
id., Slav “melvo ‘grain for grinding"). 

myedhér ‘mulberry; tares’, a suffixed derivative of *mjedh: Lith 
mëdis ‘tree’, Latv meZs ‘wood’. 


2.2.4.2. Occasionally, expected e-grade is replaced by a zero grade: 


djalë “boy, youth’ < EPA “dela: Latv dels ‘son’, Lat filius id. 

leh ~ lef to bark’ < EPA “Paja: Skt rayati id., Lith /óju, loti id., Slav 
“lajati. 

nduk “to pluck out, to pull out, to tear? < EPA *en-duka: Goth 
Huhan “to pull’, Lat diico id. 


However, present stems more frequently show lengthened grade. 
Usually long grade presents are derivatives (often, derivatives in “-nja 
or in “-ja) from original full grade presents. 


boj, bohet “to mate’ < EPA “bagnja: Lith bégti ‘to run’, Latv bëgt 
id., OPrus begeyte id., Slav *bégtiid., Gk pëBouat id. 

Josh “to curl, to fondle, to caress’ < EPA "jaudsja < IE *feudh- (Skt 
yudhyate ‘to fight, to struggle’, Toch A yutk- ‘to take care of, to 
trouble about’, Lith jaudinti ‘to excite, to arouse’). 

kruaj~ kruej ‘to scratch’ < EPA *krabnja further connected with IE 
*ehrebh-. 

quaj ~ quej ‘to call, to give a name’ < EPA “Klausnja, a 
denominative based on IE *K/eyos ‘glory, word’ (Skt sravas-, 
Gk kAgoc, Slav *s/ovo). 


In other types of presents, lengthening is less frequent. Cf. some 
examples: 


dua ~ due ‘to love’ < EPA *dausnja « *dausnja < TE *Zeus- ‘to taste’ 
(Skt josati ‘to be fond of’, Gk yevoua). 
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Shoh ~ shof ‘to see’ < EPA *sakska: Skt sdcate ‘to accompany, to 
follow’, Gk etrouat, Lat sequor, Goth saifvan ‘to see’. 

shporr “to move away, to drive away’ < EPA *-para: Skt piparti “to 
bring over, to save’, Gk Tepaco, Teip% ‘to penetrate’. 


Lengthening of the full grade is also attested in several nouns: 


huaj ~ huej ‘foreign, strange’ < EPA *ksanja connected with 
isolated Gk Eévoc, Dor Eévfoc ‘stranger, guest’. 

tog ‘heap, pile’ < EPA *taga: Gk téyn ‘roof’, Olr tech ‘house’ < IE 
“egos. 


2.2.4.3. Lengthened grade is typical of aorists corresponding to 
thematic presents with a plain full grade. It is generally believed that 
this long grade is of Indo-European origin, related to the lengthened 
grades found among Germanic strong class IV and V preterites and to 
some of the Latin long vowel perfects. 


1 sg. pres. 1 sg. aor. 
“to jump’ bredh brodha 
‘to burn’ djeg dogja 
‘to draw’ heq hoqa 
‘to strip off rjep ropa 
‘to throw’ shtjell Shtolla 
‘to wean’ zvjerdh zvordha 


In Proto-Albanian, the aoristic lengthening became productive and 
spread beyond the aorists with accompanying thematic presents: 


1 sg. pres. 1 sg. aor. 
‘to go out’ dal dola 
‘to take’ marr morra 


Some lengthened grades having external correspondences to other 
Indo-European dialects: 


loge “penis, testis’ < singularized pl. EPA /auka/ close to Lith Zauka 
‘gland’ < */éuk-, long grade of */euk- ‘white’. 
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2.2.4.4. In Albanian, o-grade is typical of (deverbative) nouns, espe- 
cially nomina actionis. 


dak ‘big ram’ < EPA *dwaka: Lith dvékti ‘to breathe’, dvákas 
‘breath’. 

darkë ‘supper’< EPA “darka < IE “dork'om reflected in Gk dopTTOV 
id. 

mardhé ‘chill, frost, ice’ < EPA *mardza: Slav *morzz ‘frost’. 

némé ~ namë ‘curse’ < EPA *nama: Gk véu% ‘to distribute’, Goth 
niman ‘to take”. 

pah ‘scab, dust < EPA *pauja < IE*poujo-: Arm hogi ‘breath’. 

trap ‘ferry’ < EPA *trapa: Slav "tropa ‘path’ and further related to 
IE *trep- ‘to tread’. 


In many cases, o-grade is characteristic of present stems, some of them 

(but not all) representing original causatives and denominatives in “-nja 
KIT 

~ tja 


brej ~ brëj ‘to gnaw’ < EPA “brainja < IE*bhrer- ‘to cut’ (Skt 
bhrináti he) injures’, Lat frio ‘to rub’, Slav *briti ‘to shave"). 

lej “to give birth; to be born; to rise (of the sun) < EPA */aidnya: 
Lith /ésti ‘to let’, Latv /aístid. 

mbaj “to hold, to carry’ < EPA causative *en-barnja < IE *bher- “to 
bear’. 

ndez “to set alight, to ignite’ < EPA *en-dadzja, causative IE *- 
dhog'heio < IE “dhegh- ‘to burn’. 

regj ‘to tan’ < EPA *raugja: ON reykr ‘smoke’, OHG rouh id. 

ter “to make dry’ < EPA “tarsja: Skt tarsayati id., Lat torreo id., ON 
perra id. 


Some o-grade nouns were transformed into zero grades in Albanian: 


bruz ‘blue, indigo’ < EPA *brudja < IE *bhrou-dh- (Slav “brudë 
‘dirt’, *brudznz ‘dirty’ ). 

gjuhë “tongue, language’ < EPA “gulxa, connected with the Indo- 
European dialectal word for ‘sound’ *go/so- (ON kall ‘shout’, 
Lith galsas ‘echo’, Slav *golsz ‘voice’). 

gjurmë ‘trace’ < EPA *surma: Skt sárma- ‘flow’, Gk opun ‘assault, 
attack’, further connected with IE *ser- ‘to flow’. 
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One noun attests lengthened grade in place of an original o-grade: 


zorrë eut < EPA *dzarna < IE*g’era- ‘to swallow’ (Lith Zarna 
“gut’). 


2.2.4.5. Many Albanian thematic presents are derived from zero-grade 
stems: 


flak ‘to throw, to fling’ < EPA *awa-/aka, derived from IE */ék- 
*Jak- to bend, to jump’ (MHG /ecken ‘to throw back, to spring’, 
Lith /ekiu, lëkti ‘to fly’, Latv /ékt ‘to spring, to jump’). 

ndulkem ‘to ripen’ < EPA *en-tulka: Lith telkiù, telkti ‘to gather, to 
bring together’, Slav *te/kti “to beat, to pound’. 

ngul ‘to thrust in, to stick in’ < EPA “en-kula: Lith kulti ‘to thresh’, 
Latv Kult ‘to strike’. 

shtrij ‘to spread, to stretch’ < EPA *strinja: Skt strnáti ‘to spread, to 
scatter’, Gk OTOPVULI ‘to spread, to stretch’, Lat sferno id. 

thek ‘to roast, to toast (bread) < EPA *tsaka < IE "Knk- cf. Gk 
KÉykel meivę&, Kaykopëvne' Enpac TO dopo (Hes), 
moÀukarykric ‘burning strongly’ (Hom.). 


The number of zero grade nouns inherited from Indo-European is 
insignificant, cf. for example the following form: 


burdhë ‘kind of sack < EPA *burdà « IE *bhrdh-: ON bord “board, 
edge’, OE bord id. 


On the other hand, several old zero grade nouns were transformed into 
lengthened grades or o-grades: 


bolle ‘testicles’ < EPA *balnat Gk daAdoc ‘phallus’, Lat follis 
‘bellows’, Olr ball ‘limb, member”. 

dell ‘tendon’ < EPA *dais/a: Lith gys/a ‘blood-vessel, tendon’, Slav 
*Zila ‘tendon’. 

grerë ~ grenzé ‘wasp, hornet’ < EPA *graisna: Lat crabro ‘hornet’, 
OHG hornagid., Lith sirsudid., Slav *sersens id. 

kërmë ‘carcass, carion, cadaver’ « EPA *karp-na: Skt Krp- ‘shape, 
beautiful appearance’, Lat corpus ‘body’, OHG Arėf ‘belly, 
body’. 
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sorrë ‘crow < EPA *ftsarsna: Skt krsnd- ‘black, dark”, OPrus 
kirsnan ‘black’, Slav *Csrnzs id. 


Occasionally, this lengthening is caused by a following schwa. Cf. bolle 
< EPA *balna< *bholanos. 


2.3. Affixation 


2.3.0. The main instrument of word-formation in Proto-Albanian is 
affixation. Numerous prefixes and suffixes were inherited by Proto- 
Albanian from Indo-European. The process of affixation has since 
become extremely productive. 


In some affixes, an Albanian morpheme and a borrowed element have 
merged so completely that we are unable to differentiate them. Thus, 
Alb pér- continues both EPA “per ~ “pra and Lat per ~ prë. Alb sh- 
goes back to both EPA “75- and Lat ex-. Borrowed affixes introduced 
via loanwords have also become productive. Cf. such forms as palcé 
‘marrow’ derived from palë ‘pair, fold’ by means of a Slavic suffix 
*-5ca > Alb -cë, lajthi “hazel-tree, hazel-nut' built from /akth ~ *laqth 
‘loop, noose’ with the help of the Latin suffix -7a > Alb -7, and ndérzej 
“to mate’, a derivative of the lexeme zë - zë “to seize, to grasp, to touch’ 
containing the Latin prefix znter- > Alb ndër-. 


2.3.1. Suffixation of nouns 


2.3.1.0. Verbal suffixes are described in sections 3.1.1-2. Nominal 
suffixes are classified according to their “main element”. This is purely 
a convention. Often this “main element” happens to be, historically, an 
old suffix of Indo-European origin. 


Literature: XHUVANI-ÇABEJ Prapasht. passim; CAMAJ Alb. Wortb. 
113-129; DESNICKAJA Sravn. 192-210. 


Labial suffixes 


2.3.1.1. The number of words presumably containing the suffix “-b- < 
IE *-bho- ~ “-bha, as attested in Balto-Slavic (cf. Lith darbas ‘work’, 
and elsewhere, cf. Gk EAadoc ‘stag’, Lat morbus ‘illness’ beside morior 
‘to die’) is very limited in Albanian. 
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tharbét ‘sour’ based on *tharbé, derived from thar ‘to add ferment 
to milk’. 

thumb ‘sting, thorn’ derived from fhua ~ thue ‘(finger) nail’ < EPA 
*atsana to IE *ak- ‘sharp’; structurally similar with Gk akavoç 
‘thorny fruit’, kava ‘tip, point’. 


As in Balto-Slavic, in Proto-Albanian one finds a number of examples 
containing thematized suffixes *-ab- and "-/b- These suffixes are 
identical with those found in the Slavic nomina abstracta *-ob(a) and 
*pb(a) (cf. Slav *zloba ‘anger’, *borsba ‘fighting’) and the Baltic 
nomina actionis found in Lith -yba. 


garbe 'flower-pot' < EPA *gar-iba < IE*g‘her- ‘to burn’ (cf. Slav 
*øprnb ‘Oven, pot’). 

kérrabé ‘hook, staff, staff” derived from *karé < EPA “Kara: Slav 
*kora ‘bark’, Lith keru, kérti “to become separated’ and further 
with IE *(s)ker- ‘to cut’. 

Hurbé ‘sediment, mud’ < EPA */ur(1)ba derived from */u-r-a, close 
to Lith /aáré ‘dirty person’. 

thelb ‘kernel (of a nut)’ < EPA "tsaliba, a derivative of IE *Kel- ‘to 
cover”, cf. OHG Aulsa ‘shell’, OE Aulu id. 


2.3.1.2. The unvoiced labial *-p- is very rare as a suffix. It has no clear 
Indo-European parallels. 


cup ‘odd (uneven) < EPA *tsupa from IE *k(e)u-po-, based on 
“Keu(9)- ‘to swell’, cf. Skt sunya- ‘empty’. 

shtalp ‘rennet’ < EPA *stalpa. Gk oTEM CI ‘to put, to set’, OHG 
stellen “to put’, OPrus sta//it “to stand”. 


Secondary suffixes based on “-p- are also very rare: 


kërc ‘stump’ > kërçep ‘stump, log, branch’ 
kashtë ‘straw’ > kashtup ‘skin of corn-cob' 


Dental suffixes 
2.3.1.3. The Indo-European suffix *-dh- (in some cases, definitely 


continuing IE *dhé- ‘to put, to set’) is retained in Albanian as EPA *-d- 
> dh. 
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hurdhë ‘pond, pool’ < EPA *wurda: Slav “virg ‘whirlpool’, *variti 
‘to cook’, Lith vérdu, virti id. 

képurdhé ‘fungus, mushroom’ < EPA *kapurda: Lith këpurë ‘cap’, 
Latv cepure id. 


This suffix seems to be genetically unrelated to EPA *-dj(a) and its 
derivatives. The latter is connected with Gk -ad-, -16-, cf. vouac 
“pasturing”, aonig ‘shield’, and their (less frequent) parallels in Indo- 
Aryan and Italic. EPA *-dj(a)> -ëzis often used in deverbatives: 


bluaj ‘to grind’ > blozë ‘soot’ 

dredh ‘to turn’ > ndrizé ‘band, bandage’ 

lej “to give birth’ > Jez, lemzé ‘birthmark’ 

ruaj ~ ruej ‘to guard, to keep’ > ruazé ‘glass bead’ 
shkoj ‘to walk’ > shkozé ‘beech’ 

Shqyej ‘to break’ > shqezë ‘harrow’ 


Quite often, -z&/-éz appears in denominatives where it reflects thematic 
EPA *-adja or *-adja: 


amé ‘odor’ > améz ‘odor’ 

gjellë ‘food’ > gjellëz ‘salt’ 

mëllenjë ‘blackbird’ > mëllezë ‘blackbird’ 
miell ‘flour’ > miellazé ‘fine snow’ 

pe~ pë ‘thread’ > pejzë ‘muscle, sinew’ 
thellé ‘dark’ > théllézé ‘partridge’ 

vajë ‘gir? > vajzë ‘girl 


Rarer forms are based on EPA *-idja> -iz. 


*kurr > kurriz ‘spine’ 
murrët ‘dark’ > murriz ‘briar’ 


2.3.1.4. One of the most widespread suffixes in the Albanian nominal 
system is “-ta ~ -ta, which continues the Indo-European verbal adjective 
suffix “-to-. 


butë "soft, smooth’ < EPA “buta < IE *bhugh-to- comparable with 
NIr bog ‘soft’ < *bhugho-, Arm bovyt “blunt”. 
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fletë ‘wing, leaf?’ < EPA *awa-lekta < IE *lek- “to fly’ (Lith /ekiu, 
lékti, Latv lëkt, OHG lecken ‘to jump, to kick”). 

hut ‘vain, empty’ < EPA “ura, based on IE *eua-: *ua- ‘empty’, cf. 
Skt Gud. ‘missing’, Lat vanus ‘empty’. 

latë ‘small axe’ < EPA */apta close to (thematic) Slav */opata 
‘spade’, Lith /ópeta id. and (athematic) OPrus /opto. 

lot ‘tear’ < EPA "/a(i)ta, based on IE */é7- ‘to pour, to flow’. 

mut ‘excrement’ < EPA *mukta: Skt muktá- ‘released’. 


The same suffix *-/a (or its thematic variant *-ata?) is productive in 
Albanian adjectives: 


dial. blerë ‘green’ > blerté id. 

cermé ‘cold’ > cemté id. 

OAlb djathë ‘right (side) > djathtë ‘right’ 

hidhem ‘to jump, to overflow’ > Aidhét ‘bitter, sad’ 
lashë ‘old, early’ > lashté id. 

mek ‘to make wet’ > mekét ‘wet’ 


Corresponding thematic suffixes in substantives are relatively rare. 
They include EPA *-efa > -et and “-atë > -até The latter is identical 
with the Slavic suffix of nomina abstracta “-ota, cf. *orb-ota ‘work, 
labour’, *kras-ota ‘beauty’ and the like. 


det ‘sea’ < EPA *deubeta ‘depth’ < IE*dheub- ‘deep’, cf. Gmc 
*deupipo ‘depth’ > MDu diepde, MLG dëpede, E depth. 

lëgatë ‘marsh’ < EPA */eugata: Illyr hos Aouyeov xahoupevov 
(Strabo 7.43), Lith ftigas ‘marsh’, Slav */uZa ‘pool’. 

lëngatë, ligaté ‘illness, sickness, ailment’? < EPA */igata derived 
from “ga [ig ‘ill, bad’. 


EPA “-uta > -ut is attested only once, though it is probably related to 
Balto-Slavic *-zfz, *-zía. 


makut ‘greedy, gluttonous’ based on “mak derived from maj ‘to 
feed”. 


2.3.1.5. In a limited number of substantives, we find the old suffix “-H- 
continuing IE *-ti-, cf. Skt srutr- ‘flowing, streaming”, Gk puoic id., Lat 
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Vitis ‘vine’, Olr féith ‘sinew’, Lith vytis ‘twig of willow tree’ and the 
like. 


besë ‘pledge, truce, trust « EPA *baitsi close to Gk erc ‘faithful, 
trustworthy’. 

botë ‘earth; world’< EPA *bwatr Skt bhütr- ‘existence’, Lith bütis 
id., Ir buithid. 

dhunë ‘labor pains, shame, disgrace’ < EPA *edunti or “adunti. Gk 
o6Uvn ‘labor pains’, Arm erkn id. 

et ‘thirst’ < EPA *a/k-t- Lith a/kt ‘to be hungry’, Slav *olkati id., 
OHG ei ‘hunger’. 


Historically based on “-H-is *-tja ~ *-tjā. 


djersë ‘perspiration’ < EPA *widertja: Gk 1dpcsC id. < *syidrot-s. 

dosé ‘pig, sow’ < EPA *da(i)ya, derived from IE *dhé(i)- ‘to 
suckle’. 

nus ‘thread, string’ < EPA "snutja: Skt snëvan- ‘band, sinew’ and 
further to IE *smeu- ‘to turn, to spin’. 

plis ‘clod of earth, sod, piece of turf’ < EPA *p/itja: Skt phálati ‘to 
burst, to split’, Lat spolium ‘stripped skin or hide, spoil’. 

qersë ‘fallow land’ < EPA “Kerktja: Slav “korce “stubbed plot’, 
Latv kurkt ‘to become empty (of a turnip)’, OPrus Curche ‘the 
last sheaf in which a deity hides’. 


The secondary suffix *-atj- is based on “-H-: 


dërrasë ‘board, stone plate’ < EPA *deratja based on IE *der- “to 
tear, to split’. 

gérresé ‘scraper’ < EPA *garatja, derived from grij ‘to cut into 
pieces’ < IE *g'er-. 

gjysmë, gjym(é)sé ‘half < EPA "jümatja: Latv jumis ‘double fruit’, 
Skt yamá- ‘duplicate; twin’, MIr emon ‘twins’, Lat im-àgo 
“imitation, copy’. 

shklesé ‘roof shingle’ < EPA “skalatja derived from shkel ‘to make 
a step, to walk’ < EPA *skala. 
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2.3.1.6. Words where we find suffixes based on a voiced velar (EPA 
*-g- < [E “-g-) are very few. The same suffix is rather well attested in 
Balto-Slavic, cf. Slav “struga ‘current, ship’, *cetvargs “Thursday”. The 
following two cases are fairly reliable: 


var ‘to hang’ > varg ‘row, chain, ring’ 
mëllë ~ mullé ‘swelling, lump’ > mëllugë ‘scale, scar, mark’ 


2.3.1.7. The primary suffix *-ka- related to IE *-ko- is attested in many 
Albanian words. Among the other Indo-European daughter languages it 
is preserved nearly everywhere, cf. Skt dhaka- ‘receptacle’, Gk Den 
id., Lith pilkas ‘grey’, Slav *znaks ‘sign’ and the like. 


gak ‘boar’ < EPA *gauka < IE “g'ou- ‘cow’, similar to Maced yotov 
(leg. yoUtav): Uv (Hes.) < *g'ou-to-. 

sarké ‘build, frame, figure (of human body)’ < EPA *tserka derived 
from IE “K'er- “to make, to build’ (Skt karoti, Lith kurti). 

shtrek ‘corpse, carrion’ < EPA *streka derived from IE “srer- 
‘unclean liquid, manure’. 

thark ‘enclosure (especially, for milking)’ < EPA *tserka, derived 
from thur ‘to fence, to enclose, to plait, to weave’ < EPA 
*tsurja. 

thikë ‘knife’ < EPA *tsika, derived from IE “Kër- ‘to sharpen’ (Skt 
sisaui ‘to whet, to sharpen’, Arm sowr ‘sharp; knife"). 

thirge ‘chickpea’, singularized plural of “turk, derived from fhjerrë 
‘lentil? < EPA *tsera, a non-reduplicated parallel of Lat cícer 
‘pea’, Arm aisem id. < IE *ki-Ker-. 


This suffix served as a basis for the formation of secondary suffixes 
ZE and *-uk- similar to Lith -zkas, -ukas, Slav *-sce and *-zKz. IE 
“-iko- is pretty well attested, cf. Skt vasant-ika- ‘belonging to spring’, 
vars-ika- ‘belonging to the rainy season’, Gk imm-1Koc ‘belonging to 
horses’, vuu$-ikOc ‘bridal’. Cf. the following examples of *-ik-: 


berk ‘bast’ < EPA *bardzika derived from PAlb *bardza > bardhë 
‘white’. 

brengë ‘grief, sorrow’ < EPA “brainika connected with *brainja > 
brej ‘to gnaw’. 
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bung “kind of oak, Quercus sessiflora’ < EPA *bunika derived from 
IE *bheu- ‘to grow’ and closely related to Arm bown ‘trunk’. 

grykë ‘throat’? < EPA *errwika < IE “griua ‘neck’ (Skt griva, Av 
grīvā, Latv grīva ‘river mouth’, Slav *griva ‘mane’). 

petk ‘clothes, garment’ < EPA *patika, derivative of petë ‘layer (of 
a flaky patë), metal plate; flat stone’ < EPA *pati- ‘flat object’ 
compared with IE *per-~ *peta- ‘to stretch’: Gk rreravvup id., 
Lat pated “to stretch, to be spread’. 

shtalké ‘frame’ < EPA *stalika, nominal derivative based on IE 
*stel-, cf. Skt sthala- ‘elevation’, Gk OTOAN ‘equipment’, MLG 
stale ‘post’. 


EPA *-uk- is less frequent: 


bark ‘belly, womb, abdomen’ < EPA *baruka: Bap<u>Ka’ aiddiov 
mapa Tapavrivoic continuing *bhor-uko-. 

baruké ‘fleece’ < EPA “baruka derived from *barwa> berr ‘sheep, 
goat’. 


The origins of the suffix -ak ~ -aké are not quite clear. It may be 
borrowed from Slavic, though one cannot exclude its connection with 
such morphemes as Slav *-okz continuing IE Z okt rather than *-ok-. 


bérraké ‘muddy pool, pond, swamp’ < EPA *bir-aka derived from 
biré ‘hole’. 

lëmaqe ‘expanse of rubble, stoneslide, pile of stones’, singularized 
plural of */émak, derived from lëmë ~ lamë ‘threshing-floor, 
wine-press’ < EPA */ama: OHG Jam ‘lame’, Slav “Jom 
“breaking; crow-bar; broken branches’. 

lumak ‘bud, shoot; lichen, moss’ < EPA */ubn-aka « IE *leubh- ‘to 
peel, to skin’, cf. Lith /uba ‘board (of a ceiling)’, Latv /uba 
“bark, board’, OPrus /ubbo ‘board’, Slav “Ibë ‘forehead, 
skull’. 


As to the suffix -ok (or -og in singularized plurals), it continues EPA 
“-ak-identical with Gk -&Ẹ, Lat -acus, Celt *-akos, Lith -okas, Slav 
*akp, cf. Gk véā ‘youth’, Lat opacus ‘shadowy’, Olr cumachtach 
‘mighty’, Lith juodokas ‘blackish’, Slav *novaks ‘novice’. 
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harrok *he-goat' < EPA “skar-aka: Lith skerys ‘ram’, Latv Skëris 
id., further connected with Gk okaipca ‘to spring, to dance’. 

kélboge ‘sputum’, singularized plural of “këlbok < EPA *kalb-aka 
derived from ka/b ‘to let rot’. 

tarok ‘young bull < EPA *taur-aka related to ter “bull”. 

theroké ‘Passerina hirsuta; sweepings’ < EPA “*tser-aka derived 
from ther ‘to slaughter, to pierce’ < EPA *tsera: Skt srpáti ‘to 
smash, to crush’, Gk kp “death”, Olr do-cer ‘(he) fell”. 


2.3.1.8. One of the most productive suffixes in the system of Albanian 
noun is -/// continuing EPA “-ts- < IE “-K-. However, the latter is nearly 
non-existent as an Indo-European suffix (with the exception of such rare 
cases as Skt yuvasd- = Lat ruvencus ‘youthful, young’). In many cases 
-th- is used to form diminutives. 


krand ‘Reisig, Blaetterzweig' > kranth ‘little leaf 
Jak ‘trap, sling’ > Jakthid. 

lez‘Warze’ > [ythid. 

sy ‘eye’ » syth ‘Masche, Knospe’ 

uri ‘Maulwurf > urith id. 

ve ‘egg’ > veth ‘Made, Fliegenmade’ 


In many other words, it alters the meaning of the nominal stem, cf. the 
following examples: 


biré ‘hole’ > birth ‘pimple’ 

bri ‘horn’, brirë > brirth ‘tentacle’. 

halë “fish bone’ > halth ‘needle’ 

kap ‘lid, cover’ > kapth ‘path, mule track’ 
shteg ‘path, way’ > shtekth ‘parting (of hair)’ 
tra ‘beam, post’ > trath ‘roof slat’ 

vesh ‘ear’ > véth ‘earring’ 


Suffixes in -s- 


2.3.1.9. One of the most frequent s-suffixes in Albanian is *-us- > 
-(u)sh, originally reflecting the perfect participle formant *-ves-~ *-us-. 


MORPHONOLOGY AND VVORD-FORMATION 159 


argésh ‘crude raft supported by skin bladders, crude bridge of 
crossbars, harrow’ < EPA “argusa: Skt argala- ‘bolt’, OE reced 
“building, house’. 

lëpushë ‘mullein; broad-leafed plant’ < */apusa derived from Jang 
‘hard piece of meat or skin; peritoneum; leaf’ < EPA */apa: 
Lith /ápas ‘leaf , Gk Xorrog ‘shell, husk, bark’. 

meksh ‘buffalo-calP < EPA *magusa: Olr maug ‘slave’, Goth 
magus ‘youth’ (from IE *maghu- : *maghos). 

mërshë ‘corpse, carrion’ < EPA “merusa based on IE “mer- “to die’ 
(Skt mriyate, Lith mmm, Slav *merti). 

moshë ‘age’ < EPA “matusa derived from *mati-> mot ‘time’. 

rrush ‘grape’ < EPA *ragusa: Gk pag id. 

vic ‘calf < EPA *vetusa further related to *weta> vit ‘year’. 


In one case, the same suffix appears with a long vowel *-is-> -ysh: 


këlysh “young of animal, cub’ < EPA “Kul-iisa: Gk KUMa” OKUAGE. 
' HAciot, Hes. further connected with OKUXQE “young dog, cub’. 


A rare suffix EPA “-esjais used to form nomina agentis. 


lupesh ‘glutton’ < EPA "/up-esja derived from up ‘to gulp down, 
to swallow’ < EPA */upa: Skt /umpdti “to break, to injure’, Lith 
lüpti ‘to peel’, Latv /upt ‘to peel; to eat’, Slav */upiti ‘to peel’. 


2.3.1.10. Several suffixes include -s- as their first element. EPA *-sk- > 
-shk is probably related to the formant in Gk 8tokoc ‘quoit’, Bookn 
‘fodder’ (if not from *-sk-). 


dushk, drushk ‘oak’ < EPA *dru-ska, a derivative of dru ‘tree’. 
bashkë ‘fleece’ < EPA *baru-ska derived from berr ‘sheep, goat’ < 
EPA *barwa. 


The following suffix “-isk- (originally, an adjectival suffix) is based 
upon “-sk- and can be immediately compared with a productive Balto- 
Slavic adjectival formant: Lith Zetuviskas ‘Lithuanian’, Slav “dëteske 
*childish'. 
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dryshk ‘rust’ < EPA “drirdziska derived from *driidza > drydhët 
“easy to plane (of wood) < EPA “*driidza close to Slav 
“dryzgati, *druzgati ‘to squeeze, to crush’. 

kreshké ‘foliage’ < EPA *ka-rand-iska derived from krénd ~ 
krande ‘foliage; brushwood; leaves used as fodder; chips; 
branch without leaves’ < EPA *ka-randa, a prefix formation 
connected with IE *rendh- ‘to tear (asunder)’ and, in particular, 
with OHG rinda, rinta ‘rind’, OE rinde id. 


Suffix *-sta~ *-stā was originally an adjectival suffix. In some cases, it 
might be connected with IE *sfa- ‘to stand, to put’. 


bisht ‘tail’ < EPA *bi-sta, derivative of IE *bhi- ‘to grow’. 

breshtë ‘wild, rough, rugged, rude’ < EPA *braista derived from 
brej < EPA *brainja further connected with IE Zbbrer ‘to cut’ 
(Skt bhrináti ‘(he) injures’, Lat frið ‘to rub’, Slav *briti ‘to 
shave”). 

lagshtë ‘wet’ < “lag-sta derived from lag ‘to wet’. 


Several nouns with instrumental meaning are formed with the suffix 
F-ist-. 


gashté ‘whetstone’ < EPA “galista, a suffixed derivative related to 
Lith galas ‘end’, Latv gals id. 

heshtë ‘spear’. < EPA “skolista, derived from hell ‘spear’ < “skola. 

kabisht ‘earwig? < EPA *kab-ista: Lith kabéti “to hang’, kaba 
“crooked tree’. 

kashtë ‘straw’ < EPA *kalsista, derivative of kalli ‘ear (of grain)’. 

lakshte ‘dew’ < EPA */aug-ista derived from lag ‘to wet, to soak, to 
bathe, to wash’ < EPA */auga. 


Nouns denoting location or period of time are formed with the suffix 
*-est- > -sht, cf. Slav *-istje» *-isce. 


blishté linden wood’ < EPA *b/in-està based on b/i ‘linden’. 

kopsht ‘garden’ < EPA *kap-esta: Gk krjmoc id., OHG Auoba ‘plot 
of land’. 

vësht ~ vésht ‘vineyard’ < EPA *wain-esta derived from *waina > 
verë venë ‘wine’. 
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vjeshtë ‘autumn’ < EPA *wel-esta derived from vjel “to pluck 
(fruit), to vintage’ < EPA *wela: Gk elAco ‘to shut in, to press’, 
Lith su-valyti “to harvest, to reap’. 


In Albanian, we find isolated traces of a suffix *-s/a, which is 
historically identical to Slav “-sJo-: *maz-slo ‘butter’, *pred-slo “spin- 
dle’ and Lat *-s/o-in a/um ‘wild garlic’, pré/um ‘winepress’ . 


qull ‘porridge’ < EPA “Klu-sla: Gk Kú% ‘to rinse’, Lat c/uó ‘to 
clean’. 


Suffixes in liquida 


2.3.1.10. The primary suffix *-/ is quite productive in Albanian. His- 
torically it is connected with IE *-/o-, cf. Gk otvAoc ‘pillar’, Lat 
caelum ‘chisel’, Goth stols ‘stool, seat’ and the like. 


bukël ‘weasel’ < EPA *buklà connected with bukur “beautiful”. 

mill ‘sheath’ < EPA *mei/a: Skt minoti ‘to fasten’, Olr -tuidmen id. 

pellë ‘comb’ < EPA *pets/a: Gk m£kco ‘to comb’, Lith pësti ‘to pull, 
to pluck’, Lat pecten ‘comb’. 

tollë ‘bald spot; drum membrane’ < EPA *as/a < IE “tëksiz: Lat 
tela ‘cloth’, OHG dehsala ‘axe’, Slav “Tesla id. 

vogël ‘small’ < EPA *wagla: Lat vagor ‘to roam around’, Olr fan 
‘slope’ < *uagno-. 

zulë ‘shout, glory’ < EPA *dzula < IE*gheus- ‘to call’ (Skt Aavate, 
Av zavaiti, Slav “zovati). 


Among the secondary suffixes based on EPA *-/-, the most productive 
is *-ul-. 


eh ‘to sharpen’ > ehull ‘icicle’ 

greh ‘to comb’ (variant of kreh) > grehull ‘thicket’ 
ha ‘to eat’? > hamull ‘stubble-field’ 

pendë ‘feather’ > pendull id. 

pizgé ‘splinter’ > pizgullid. 

suké ‘low hill’ > suku// lump 

thumb ‘thorn’ > thumbull ‘button’ 

uthét ‘sour’ > uthull ‘vinegar’ 


162 CHAPTER TWO 


Another important suffix is ZA ~ *-z/-. The latter can be compared 
with -y/a- in Lith akylas ‘observant’. 


bijë ‘daughter’ < EPA *biri/a derived from *bira> bir ‘son’. 

Kërmill ‘snail, slug’ < EPA *krim-ila derived from krimb ‘worm’ < 
EPA *krima. 

kérrlé ‘sloppy mud, slime’ < EPA *kar-i/a: ON horr ‘snivel’, OHG 
horo ‘excrement’, Gk kopula ‘snivel’. 

yll star” < EPA *skiw-ila, a derivative of *skija> hije ‘shadow’. 


In a few word we find *-e/-, which is related to the formant of Lith 
didelis ‘great’, parsélis ‘piglet’. 


gobellé ‘deep place (in water) < EPA *gaub-ela: Lith gaübti “to 
cover, to wrap’, Slav *ezbnoti ‘to bend’. 

urelé ‘water-pit’ < EPA “urela. ON Gr ‘drizzle’, OPrus wurs 
‘pool’, Gk av-aupoc ‘devoid of water’. 


2.3.1.11. The Indo-European adjectival suffix “-ro- is continued by 
EPA “-ra-. In Indo-European it is widely attested, cf. Skt vaj-ra- 
‘thunderbolt’, Gk ehadpoc ‘light, brisk’, Lat sacer ‘sacred, holy’ and 
the like. 


larë ‘white spot’, ‘spotted, motley’ < EPA "/aurà, based on laj “to 
wash’ < EPA */aunja. Gk Aouco id., Lat /avo id. 

makérr ‘stagnant green on ponds’ < EPA *makra derived from 
maké ‘glue, scum, skin (on the milk or other liquids)’. Cf. Slav 
*mokrb ‘wet’. 

mirë ‘good’ < EPA “mira forming a separate isogloss with Slav 
*mir» ‘peace’ (related to IE *mer-). 

shtalbër ‘wooden snare’ < EPA *stalbra: ON stolpi ‘beam, girder’, 
Lith stulbas ‘post, pole”, Slav *stz/bz id. 

thembër ‘heel’ < EPA *tsambra < IE*(s)kamb- ‘to bend’: Gk 
ckapBóc ‘bent, crooked’, Olr camm id. 


A secondary suffix *-ur- is rather productive. 
blehurë ‘pale’ < EPA “blaid-ura: Slav *bléds id., OE b/atid. 


bukur ‘beautiful, fine” < EPA “bukura connected with bukël 
‘weasel’. 
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lakur ‘naked’ < EPA */auk-ura derived from IE */euk- “to shine, to 
be white’. 


In a limited number of words, IE *-tro- > EPA *-tra- is attested. It is 
connected with similar morphemes in many other Indo-European 
languages, cf. Gk porrtpov ‘tambourine’, Lat ros-tru-m ‘beak’, Olr 
criathar ‘sieve’, Lith vétra ‘storm’. 


ketér ‘squirrel, dormouse’ < EPA *kok-tra: Lith *kuokas ‘dance’ 
(reconstructed from Kuokiné ‘dancing party’) and Slav *skakati 
‘to jump, to spring’. 

pitër ‘frequent’ < EPA *pimtra: Olr éim ‘quick, fast’, ON fimr id. 

thadër ‘a kind of a double-sided axe’ < EPA “*tsestra: Skt sastrá- 
‘knife, sword’. 


Suffixes in nasal sonorants 


2.3.1.12. Deverbative adjectives and other, originally adjectival, deri- 
vatives are formed with EPA *-ma< IE “-mo- . Historically the same 
suffix is also used to form nouns from original verbs and nouns. Cf. in 
other Indo-European languages: Skt ajma- ‘path, course’, Gk þàoyuóc 
“brand”, Goth doms ‘judgement, sentence’. 


barmé ‘bast?’ < EPA *bardzma derived from *bardza > bardhë 
‘white’. 

bimë ‘plant’ < EPA “bima < IE *bhümo- (Gk buua id.). 

bram ‘residue, scoria, rust, ear-wax' < EPA “bradma: Skt bradhná- 
‘reddish, yellow’, Slav *bronz ‘colored’ < “brodns. 

brimé ‘hole’ < EPA *brima, an adjective in *-mo- based on IE 
*bher-. 

grimë ‘crumb, bit < EPA *grima derived from eru ~ grij ‘to cut 
into pieces, to gnaw, to eat away’ < IE *e'ero- “to swallow’ (Skt 
girati, Arm eker, Lat voro, Lith geri, gérti ‘to drink’, Slav 
*Zerti id.) 

samë ‘dog’s excrements’ < EPA *fswa(n)-ma, a derivative in *-mo- 
of the Indo-European word for ‘dog’, cf. Skt sva, Gk kucov, Olr 
cu, Lith sud. 

term ‘foundation, plot of land’ < EPA *tarsma derived from ter ‘to 
make dry’ < EPA "farsja, causative of *ters-, cf. Skt tarsdyati 
id., Lat torredid., ON perra id. 
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In a few cases, EPA *-ma seems to result from the analogical 
modification of IE *-men-, cf. for example: 


hime ‘bran’ < EPA *skeidma < IE*skeid-men-. Goth skaidan “to 
divide’, Lith skredzu, skresti ‘to make thin’, cf. Lith skremuo 
“opening used to insert the shuttle’ < *skeid-men-. 

pjalm ‘dust, thin dust, fine flour < EPA *pelma: Slav *polme 
‘flame’: Gk toANn ‘fine flour’, Skt palala- ‘ground sesamum’, 
Lith pe/enai ‘ashes’, Latv pẹlni id., Lat pollen ‘dust, fine flour’. 


In several words, a secondary suffix *-zm- is attested, cf. Lith -zmas in 
abstract verbal substantives: Lith sukimas ‘turning’. 


dasmé, darsmé ‘wedding’ < EPA *dartsima, derived from darké. 

helm ‘poison; grief, sorrow’ < EPA “skalima connected with hall 
"trouble, misery, plight, sorrow’ < EPA *ska/na, cf. Gmc 
*skallaz ‘thin, dry, shallow’ (E shallow) ~ *xallaz ‘weak, tired’ 
(MHG nel, hellec). 

kolmé ‘pretty, winsome’ < EPA *ka/ima, derivative of IE *ka/-: Skt 
kalyd- ‘healthy’, Gk Hom kadoc “beautiful”. 

lismé ‘slate, fragile earth, stony field, clay’ < EPA */itsimda related 
to liq ‘woof, weft’, singularized plural of “Zk < IE*/eik* ‘to 
leave, to remain’: Skt rinakti ‘to leave’, Lat /znquo id., OHG 
han. 


An important productive suffix of adjectives is -shëm ~ çëm < EPA 
*-(1)sama corresponding to Italic and Celtic superlatives in “-is-mimo-. 
Cf. the following examples: 


mencém, mendshém ‘clever, intelligent? < mend ‘mind’ 
arsyeshém ‘reasonable’ < arsye ‘reason’ 
fuqishëm ‘natural’ < fuqi ‘nature’ 


2.3.1.13. Another type of deverbative adjective (later expanded to other 
types of nouns) is represented by EPA *-na continuing IE *-no-, cf. Skt 
di-ná- ‘bound’, Gk omap-vo-c ‘scattered’, Lat p/enus ‘full’. 


gjalm ‘rope, lace’ < EPA *salpna,: Slav *solpiti ‘to stick out’, Lith 
IS-selpinëti ‘to get divided’. 
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gjerë ~ gjanë ‘broad, wide’ < EPA *saina < IE “sër- ‘long, late’, cf. 
OE sid ‘long, wide’, Goth sezpus ‘late’, Olr sith ‘long’, Lat 
serus ‘late’. 

gjër ‘soup’ ~ Geg gjanë ‘mudbed, alluvium’ < EPA *jausna: Skt 
neut. yüs ‘soup’, Lat /usid., Lith jasë ‘fish soup’. 

karmé ‘rock’ < EPA *karpna further related to karpë id. < EPA 
*karpa, cf. Lith kerpu, kifpti “to cut’, Latv cirpt ‘to shear, to 
clip’, ON Aarfr ‘harrow’. 

Jum ‘blessed, happy, lucky, fortunate’ « EPA */ubna, an adjective in 
*-no- derived from IE */eubh- ‘to love, to wish’. 

tru ~ trû ‘brain’ < EPA "faruna: Skt tárupa- “young, tender’, Av 
tauruna- ‘young’, cf. also Gk répnv ‘tender’, TËpu' aobevEc, 
Xerrtov (Hes.). 

tërë ~ tanë ‘whole, all’ < EPA *twana < *tuono- < JE*teua- ‘to 
swell’ (cf. in particular Lith fvint7 “to rise, to swell (of water)’, 
tvanas ‘flood’). 


EPA “-na was the basis on which the secondary suffix *-ena was 
formed. It is connected with Slavic participles in *-ens. 


breshër ~ breshén ‘hail’ < EPA *braus-ena < IE *bhreus- “to break”: 
Olr brúuid., MW breu ‘fragile’, OHG brosma ‘crumb’. 

kulpér ~ kulpén ‘ivy, clematis’ < EPA “kulp-ena: Lith kilpa ‘loop’, 
Latv cilpa id. 

prehër ~ prehén ‘bosom, lap; apron’ < EPA "projena “front”, 
originally, an adjective built on the basis of the locative Gk 
Tipo “early, in the morning” = OHG /ruorid. 


Another secondary suffix, “-ina > -i, is found in masculine nouns. Cf. 
Slav *-anr, Lith -ina- (Lith kupinas ‘heaped up’, Slav *dz/Zenb ‘must’ ). 


ari 'bear'« EPA “*arina derived from ar id.: Skt rksa- id., Gk 
GPKTOG id. 

bari ‘shepherd’ < EPA *bar-ina: OHG baro (free) man’. 

kalli ‘ear of grain’ < EPA *Kals-ina: Slav *kolss ‘ear of grain’. 


2.3.1.14. EPA *-njā is quite productive. 


drënjë ‘cornel-cherry; healthy, sound’ « EPA “draunja « IE *dreu- 
‘tree’. 
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drinjë 'brushwood' < EPA “drinja < IE *dreu- ‘tree’. 

enjë ‘juniper, yew’ < EPA *aignja related to the Germanic word for 
‘oak’: ON eik, OHG eih. 

rrënjë ~ rranjë ‘root; oak’ < EPA “vyradnja: Gk padi ‘branch’, Lat 
radix ‘root’, W gwraidd. 


EPA “-anja is used in denominatives derived from nouns of Indo- 
European origin, as well as from loanwords. 


beronjé “barren woman; holly; kind of serpent « EPA *baranja 
based on “bara ‘naked, barren”, borrowed from Gmc *bazaz. 
OHG bar “bare”, ON berr id. 

bilonjë ‘twig, branch; pretty girl or young woman’ < EPA *ba/anja, 
a derivative of *büla: Gk pUAov "leaf. 

gabonjë ‘eagle’ « EPA *gabanja related to shkabé id. 

mishkonjë, mushkonjë ‘midge, gnat’ derived from “mushkë, which 
is borrowed from Lat musca ‘fly’. 


In one word we also find *-anja: 


dëllinjë, déllénjé ‘juniper’ < EPA *dais/anja related to dell ‘sinew’ 
< *daisla. 


2.3.1.15. The old Indo-European present active participle suffix “-nti 
can be detected in several Albanian nouns: 


banë ‘dwelling’ < EPA “banti, derived from bëj “to make, to do”. 

rëndë ~ randë ‘heavy’ < EPA *raunti derived from the verbal stem 
of aor. rashë « *rau-sa “to fall”. 

thind ‘beak, nipple’ < EPA "inti < IE “Kër- “to sharpen’: Skt dän 
‘to whet, to sharpen’, Arm sowr ‘sharp; knife’. 


Several nouns are formed with EPA “-unka. 


ballungé ‘bump, swelling’ < EPA *ba/-unka derived from ballë 
‘forehead’ < EPA “hala: Skt bhala-id., OPrus ba//o id. 

shtëllungë ‘flock of wool’ < EPA “stel-unka derived from shtjell ‘to 
throw’ < EPA *stela: Gk otéA\co ‘to put, to set’, OHG stellen 
“to put’, OPrus sfallit ‘to stand”. 


MORPHONOLOGY AND VVORD-FORMATION 167 


shtrungé ‘milking enclosure’ < EPA *st(e)r-unka derived from 
shtrij ‘to spread, to stretch’ < EPA *strinja: Skt strnati ‘to 
spread, to scatter’, Gk OTOPVULI “to spread, to stretch’, Lat 
sterno id. 


Suffixes in “I 


2.3.1.16. The productive Proto-Albanian suffix *-ja ~ *-jā goes back to 
IE “-io-, cf. Skt gdvya- ‘bovine’, Gk ioc ‘heavenly, glorious’, Slav 
*ovecb ‘belonging to the sheep’. 


enjë ~ éjé ‘dairy goat’ < EPA *agnja: Gk auvoc ‘lamb’, Lat agnus 
id. 

gjazë ‘riverside forest « EPA “sedja, a derivative of IE *sed- ‘to 
sit, to be settled’, cf. Slav *sadz ‘garden, grove’. 

keq ‘bad, evil’ < EPA *kakja: Gk kakó “bad”. 

mesë ‘skin (of onion), milk-skin, film’ < EPA “marsja derived from 
maké ‘glue, scum, skin (on the milk or other liquids)’ < EPA 
*maka. Lith makénti ‘to walk through a swamp’, Slav *mokrs 
‘wet’, *moknoti ‘to become wet’. 

teshé ‘speck of dust, little splinter’ < EPA *taksja < IE *teks- (Skt 


wae 


taksati ‘to carpenter, to cut’, Lat texo ‘to weave’, Lith Goen ‘to 
hew’. 
verzé ‘gill, branchia’ < EPA *wardja: Lith varlë ‘frog’ < *vardé, 
Latv varde id. 
vise ‘place’ < EPA *witsja < IE “ueikia: Gk oiki& ‘dwelling, 
house’. 


2.3.2. Prefixation 


2.3.2.0. Prefixes are widely used in Albanian word-formation, espe- 
cially in the derivation of verbs. Historically, in Proto-Albanian prefixes 
were still separate clitics. which syntactically preceded nouns. They 
grammaticalized at a later stage as a result of univerbation and of 
changes in the nature of Albanian stress. 


Literature: XHUVANI-ÇABEJ Parasht. passim; CAMAJ Alb. Wortb. 
103-112; OREL Linguistica XXIV/1 427 (prefix *ka- ~ *ga-), 437 
(prefix *awa-); HAMP Festschr. Knobloch 145-146 (prefix z-). 
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2.3.2.1. Verbal prefix “ambi continues IE “ambhi “around, on both 
sides’ (Gk audi, Gaul ambi- and the like). 


mbath “to put on (shoes) < EPA *amb(i)-autsa < IE *au- ~ *ou- id. 
(Arm aganim ‘to put on (clothes)’, Lith aunü, atiti, Slav Zur. 

mbes “to remain, to stay’ < EPA *amb(i)-etja derived from jes “to 
remain’ < EPA Zero, a denominative of jetë ‘life’ < EPA “era: 
the isolated group of Gk etëoc ‘true, real’, Era: anon, ayala 
(Hes.), ETC ‘to test”. 

mbështet “to stand, to prop’ < EPA *ambhi-stata based on *stata < 
IE *statos ‘standing’, cf. Skt sthita-, Gk otatoc id., Lat status 
id. 

mbledh ‘to gather, to collec" < EPA *ambi-ledza: Gk Xtyca id., Lat 
lego ‘to read’ < IE */eg- ‘to gather’. 

mbyll ‘to shut, to fasten’ < EPA *ambi-wela, originally, *‘to 
encircle’: Skt valati ‘to turn’, Gk &éco ‘to roll tight up, to 
close’, Olr fillid ‘to bend’. 

mbys ‘to strangle, to drown, to kill’ < EPA *ambi-witja. Skt 
vydthate ‘to sway, to rock’, Goth won ‘to pour’ 


2.3.2.2. The verbal prefix “en continues IE *en(i) ‘in’ (Gk tv, Lat in, 
Goth 7n). 


mbaj “to hold, to carry’ < EPA causative *en-barnja < IE *bher- “to 
bear’. 

ndaj ~ ndëj ‘to divide, to separate’ < EPA "en-danja: Skt dayate id., 
dati “to cut, to divide’, Gk Satopia ‘to divide’. 

ndez “to set alight, to ignite’ < EPA *en-dadZzja, causative IE *- 
dhog'heio < IE “dhegh- ‘to burn’. 

ngaj to run’ < EPA *en-ganja: reduplicated Skt jáhāti “to leave, to 
abandon’, OHG gan, gen ‘to go’. 

ngre ‘to lift, to raise’ < EPA *en-grada: Lat gradior “to step, to 
walk’, Goth acc. grid ‘step’, Olr in-grenn- ‘to pursue’, Slav 
“oredo, *gresti ‘to walk’. 

ngus “to urge, to force’ < EPA “en-kutja: Lith kauti ‘to strike’, Slav 
*kovati ‘to forge’, Lat cüdo ‘to strike’, OHG fouwan id. 

ngjis ‘to stick o < EPA *en-gleitja: Lith gliejù, gliéti ‘to smear’, 
glitus ‘sticky’, Gk yAotóc ‘sticky stuff’. 
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2.3.2.3. The nominal prefix “ka continues IE “kom ‘near, by, with’ (Lat 
cum, Slav *ks). In Proto-Albanian it developed two main phonetic 
variants: Alb k(é)- ~ ka-. Cf. the following examples: 


kacel ‘lame’ < EPA *ka-stsala derived from çalë ‘lame’ < EPA 
*stsala: Gk okoAtóc ‘crooked’, Lat scelus. 

kalesh ‘hairy’ < EPA *ka-/aisa derived from Jesh ‘wool, fleece, 
hair’ < EPA */aisa connected with the Balto-Slavic word for 
‘foliage’: Lith /aiskas ‘leaf’, Latv /aiska ‘leaf on a linen stalk; 
stalk’, Slav "ste ‘leaf’. 

kéndé ~ kandë ‘pleasure, appetite’ < EPA *ka-anta derived from 
ëndë ~ andé ‘appetite, desire, wish’ < EPA “anta, cf. Gk avtal 
AvELOI, AVTAG” TVOOG, Hes. 

Kllapé ‘puddle’ < EPA *ka-/apa further related to Zap ‘to lap up’ (of 
animals) < EPA */apa: Gk Acro ‘to gulp, to drink greedily’, 
Lith /apénti ‘to swallow food’ (of pigs), Slav */opati ‘to eat up’. 

krénd ~ krande ‘foliage; brushwood; leaves used as fodder; chips; 
branch without leaves’ < EPA *ka-randa, a prefix formation 
connected with IE *rendh- ‘to tear (asunder)’ and, in particular, 
with OHG rinda, rinta ‘rind’, OE rinde id. 


On the other hand, in many words *ka- yielded g¢(é)- and ga- with an 
unexplained voicing of the initial K-. Sometimes both variants of the 
prefix coexist in one word. Cf. the following words: 


galamsh ‘lame person’ < EPA *ga-/emesja derived from /émsh ~ 
lamsh “ball (of wool, thread), globe (of earth), pool, spellet': 
Latv /emesis ‘sharp edge of the plough’, Slav */emess 


*ploughshare'. 

gdhe ~ gdhë ‘gnarl, knot < EPA *ga-daina: Skt dáyate “to divide’, 
Gk Gatopot id. 

gështallë, késhtallé ‘splint, piece of wood’ < EPA “ga-stalna < 
IE “stel-. 


gëthep 'garden scissors; claw, nipper (of a scorpion)' « EPA “ga- 
tsaipa. thep ‘peak, point, cog, tooth’ < EPA *tsaipa: Skt sépa- 
‘tail, penis’, Lat cippus ‘pole’. 

glepé ‘matter from the eyes, rheum’ < EPA *ka-/aipa, derived from 
IE */eip- ‘to smear with fat’. 

grep, gérjepé ‘hook, fish-hook’ < EPA *ga-repa related to rjep ‘to 
strip off (skin or bark), to tear off « EPA *repa< IE *rep-: Gk 
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EpËTTTOLIOI ‘to eat’, Lat rapid ‘to seize, to grasp’, Lith répti ‘to 
grasp’. 

gloq ‘matter from the eyes, rheum, testis’ < EPA *ka-/aukya, to IE 
“leuk- “to shine; shining, white’. 


The same *ka-~ *ga- is also used in (mostly denominative) verbs: 


gdhend ‘to plane’ < EPA *ga-dain-ta derived from gdhe ~ gdhé 
‘gnarl, knot < EPA “ga-daina: Skt ddyate ‘to divide’, Gk 
Saiopa id. 

gdhij ~ gdhij ‘to stay awake at night’ < EPA *ga-deinja < IE *dino- 
~ *deino- ‘day’. 

gjaj ‘to resemble, to be like; to suit, to become; to seem; to happen’ 
< EPA “ga-lab-nja, based on */ab-: Lith /abas ‘good’, Latv Jabs 
id. 

Kéqyr “to look, to observe’ < *ka-kewira derived from qyr ‘to look’ 
< EPA *kewira. Gk Ko&co “to note’, Lat caved “to be aware’, 
Goth Zausjan ‘to hear’. 


In some cases (where original expressivity can be suspected), the prefix 
“ka- developed a non-etymological epenthetic -7-: 


kérbisht ‘sacrum, sacral bone’ < EPA *kar-biista derived from bisht 
‘tail’ < EPA *bil-sta « IE *bhü- ‘to grow’. 

kérlesh ‘to stand on end (of hair)’ < *kar-/aisa derived from Jesh 
‘hair’. 

kërtyl ‘to fill up, to satiate’ < EPA *kar-tiila: Lith fillas ‘many’, Gk 
TUXOG ‘corn’. 

kérveshem ‘to grin, to pull faces’ < EPA *kar-wesja derived from 
vesh ‘to put on’. 


2.3.2.4. The prefix *awa- continues IE *ouo- ~ *auo- (cf. Skt áva- 
‘out’, Slav *u). In Proto-Albanian it normally appears in verbs. It 
developed into Alb v-, except before 4 where it yields £. 


fle ~ flê ‘to sleep’ < EPA *awa-leja: Slav *léjo, “IGjati “to doze, to 
slumber’. 

vdes ‘to die’ < EPA "awa-takja, to “tek ‘to run, to flow’ (Olr 
techim ‘to flee’, Lith teku, tekëti “to run’, Slav “teko, *tekti ‘to 
flow, to run’). 
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vështjell ‘to wrap’ < EPA “avva-stela derived from shtjell ‘to throw’ 
< EPA *stela: Gk oTËM CI ‘to put, to set’, OHG stellen ‘to put’, 
OPrus stallīt ‘to stand’. 

vrap “to run, to haste’ < EPA "awa-rapa, derived from rjep “to strip 
off (skin or bark), to tear off’. 

vras ‘to kil? < EPA *awa-rautja < IE *reu- ‘to tear, to destroy’: Skt 
rutá- ‘broken’, Lat ruo “to fall down, to rush down’. 


The same prefix is attested in several deverbative nouns: 


flegé ‘splinter’ < EPA *awa-laga < IE "Jegh- ‘to lie’, cf. Gk Aóxoc 
‘ambush’. 

fletë ‘wing, leaf? < EPA *awa-lekta, derived from IE */ek- ‘to fly’: 
Lith Jekiu, Jékti, Latv lëkt, OHG lecken ‘to jump, to kick’. 

flugé ‘shingle’ < EPA *awa-luga < IE*/eug-, cf. Skt rujáti “to 
break’, Lat Jee ‘to mourn, to deplore’. 

vështirë ‘hard, difficult, bad, evil’ < EPA *awa-stira related to shtie 
“to pour in, to put in, to throw’ < EPA "srera, cf. Skt strnáti ‘to 
spread, to scatter’, Gk OTOPVULI “to stretch, to spread’, Lat 
sterno ‘to spread’, Slav *stsro, *stertiid. 

vréndé ‘drizzle’ < EPA *awa-renta derived from rend ‘to run, to 
hurry’ < EPA “renta: Goth rinnan “to run’, ON rinna id. 

vrërët ~ vranët ‘cloudy’ < EPA *awa-rena based on re ‘cloud’. 

vrug ‘rust, mildew, blight’ < EPA *awa-ruga: Av raogna- ‘butter’, 
ON zjúmi ‘cream’. 


2.3.2.5. The Indo-European adverbs “peri (Skt pari, Gk tëpi) and “pro 
(Skt pra- ‘forward’, Olr ro-, Goth fra-) developed into EPA “per and 
*pra, later merging into Alb pér-. In some cases, we cannot exclude the 
fact that Lat per- and pro- that may also have taken part in the formation 
of Alb për-. The latter is quite productive and normally appears in 
verbs. 


përgjoj ‘to pry, to peep, to spy’ < EPA "per-agnja derived from 
gjuaj ~ gjuej ‘to hunt’ < EPA “jagnja, cf. OHG jagon ‘to hunt’. 

përkul ‘to bend’ < EPA *per-kula < IE *k’el- “to turn’. 

pérmyerr ‘to urinate’ < EPA *per-medzra < TE *meigh- id.: Skt 
méhati, Gk OUEIXOO, Lat meio, ON miga. 

përpush “to poke, to stir up’ < EPA “per-p(rjusa derived from 
prush “hot ashes’. 
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përqell ‘to deride, to mock’ < EPA “per-kela derived from qell ‘to 
halt, to hold up, to carry’ < EPA “Kela: Skt ka/dyati ‘to impel’, 
Gk KéAopat ‘to drive on’. 

pérvjel ‘to fling out, to let fly, to turn over, to roll up, to cut the 
fleece on a sheep’s belly’ < EPA “per-vvela derived from vjel 
‘to pluck (fruit), to vintage’ < EPA *we/a: Gk &lÀco ‘to shut in, 
to press’, Lith su-valyti ‘to harvest, to reap’. 


The prefix pér- is occasionally used to form adverbs: 


përmbi ‘over’ < EPA *per-ambi, with the first element identical 
with pér and the second representing EPA *ambi. 
përpjetë ‘rising, uphill, rise, slope’ < EPA *pra-peta: Gk mporretric 
‘prominent’, mporëtonat “to fly forwards’ and further to Skt 
pátati ‘to fly, to soar’, Gk trëtoniat “to fly’. 


In a number of cases për- was phonetically transformed into r(rJé-: 


répjeté ‘steep’ ~ përpjetë ‘rising, uphill’ 
réposh ‘below, underneath’ ~ pérposh id. 


2.3.2.6. In a limited number of nouns EPA ¥tsa- > th(é)- is attested. Its 
source is IE “Kom (Slav *sz). 


thëngjill “hot ashes’ < EPA “*ts(a)-angila: Lith anglis id., OPrus 
anglis id., Slav “ogik id., Skt drigara- id. 

thjeshtë ‘simple, easy’ < EPA *ts(a)-eksta, based on *eksta > jashtë 
‘outside’. 

thnegél “ant < EPA “*ts(a)-angula: Lat anguis ‘snake’, Lith angis 
id, OHG angar ‘kind of maggot’, engirine ‘larva’, Lith 
ankstii ‘maggot’. 

thupër ‘twig, rod’ < EPA “*ts(a)-upera ‘upper’: OHG obaro id., Lat 
super id. 


2.3.2.7. IE *dis- preserved in Lat dis-, Goth dis- yielded EPA *dis- > 
*dis-. Having lost its unstressed vowel, “d$ > *ts > Alb s- (before 
unvoiced phonemes) ~ z- (before the voiced). EPA *dis- is mainly con- 
nected with the formation of verbs. 
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sqaq “to make weak’ < EPA “dis-kekja. Lith këkos ‘swing’, Latv 
kekut “to swing’. 

stepem ‘to be slow, to stop’ < EPA *dis-tapa: ON pefja ‘to stamp, to 
ram’. 

zbej ‘to make pale’ < EPA “dis-banja. Skt bháti ‘to shine’, Olr ban 
‘white’. 

zdraj ‘to swell, to make swell’ < EPA *dis-d(e)ranja: Skt drnáti “to 
burst’, Gk Sép% ‘to skin, to flay’. 

zvjerdh ‘to wean’ < EPA “dis-verdza: Lith verziu, vefZti ‘to lace, to 
tie”, Latv verzt ‘to turn’, Slav *verzti ‘to bind”. 


However, the prefix *dis- is also used in nominal formation: 


Zgarbé ‘hollow (in a tree)’ < EPA “dis-garba derived from garbë 
‘notch, nick” < EPA *garba: Olr gerbach ‘wrinkled’, ON 
korpna “to get wrinkled’, OPrus “garbis “mountain”, Slav 
*oprbp ‘hump’. 

Zgavér ‘hole’ < EPA *dis-gawira < IE *geu-r-, *gou-r- ‘bent, 
crooked’. 

zerip “side, edge, rim’ < EPA *dis-gripa. OHG krapfo ‘hook’, ON 
Krappr ‘narrow’. 

zgjedhë ‘ox-yoke’ < EPA “dis-gada related to gjedh ‘cattle’. 

zverk ‘occiput’ < *dis-warka based on vjerr ‘to hang’ < EPA 
*wera; Gk Geipoo ‘to raise up’, Lith verià, verti ‘to weigh’, 
sveriu, sverti ‘to open, to thread”. 


2.3.2.8. IE *eghs as an adverb became EPA "ue > ith ‘behind’. 
However, as a preverb Ze lost the first element of its affricate and 
became “75 > “IS sh-. This prefix is one of the most productive in 
Albanian. Cf. examples of sh- in verbs: 


shkep, shkrep ‘to resemble’ < EPA “*is-krepa ‘body’: Skt krp- 
‘shape, beautiful appearance’, Lat corpus ‘body’, OHG Aref 
“body, lap’. 

shkmes ‘to clip, to prune (bushes, trees) < EPA “*is-kametja 
derived from kmesé ‘billhook, sickle’. 

shpie ‘to bring away’ < “is-bera derived from bre ‘to bring, to 
carry’. 

shpih ~ shpif ‘to slander, to calumniate’ < EPA “7s-peikska. OHG 
fehan ‘to hate’, Lith peikiu, peikti ‘to blame’. 
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shporr ‘to move away, to drive away’ < EPA “para: Skt piparti “to 
bring over, to save’, Gk Tepaco, Teip% ‘to penetrate’. 

Shquaj ~ shquej ‘to discern, to stress, to learn’ < EPA *7s-k/ausnja 
derived from quaj ~ quej ‘to call, to give a name’ « EPA 
“klausnja, a denominative based on IE “Kleuos ‘glory, word’: 
Skt sravas-, Gk KAéoc, Slav *s/ovo. 


The same prefix is attested in numerous nouns: 


shkardhé ‘dog chain; long stick attached to a dog’s neck to prevent 
it from biting its master’ < EPA “*is-garda, connected with 
gardhé ‘fence’. 

shklepé “matter from the eyes, rheum’ < EPA “75-ga-laipa derived 
from glepé id. < EPA “ga-laipa < IE */eip- “to smear with fat’. 

shkrumb ‘black ashes, anything burned to ashes’ < EPA “7s-kruma 
« IE*krem- attested in Lat cremo ‘to burn’. 

shpardh ‘oak’ < EPA “is-pardza: ON forkr ‘stick, pole’ continuing 
IE *perg-. 

shpat “precipice, mountain forest < EPA “7s-pata: Skt patati ‘to fly, 
to soar’, Gk Tritton ‘to fall’. 


2.3.2.9. A few Albanian words preserve the privative prefix *a- « IE 
*n- (Skt a-, Gk a-, Lat mi 


amull ‘stagnant (of water) < EPA “a-mulva: Lith mulvé ‘silt, 
marsh’, multi “to get dirty’. 

egjëll “on an empty stomach’ < EPA "a-sa/wa: gjell ‘food’, gjallë 
‘alive’. 

esëll ‘on an empty stomach’ < EPA *a-tsi/na connected with sillë 
‘breakfast’. 


2.3.2.10. Numerous prefixes in Albanian are of expressive origin. 


Their etymologies are uncertain. Here, only some of those prefixes are 
adduced. 


kaca- 
dre ‘deer’ > kacadre ~ kacadrê ‘stagbeetle, grasshopper’ 


gjel ‘rooster’ > rri kacagjel ‘to brag’ 
Inité(z) ‘roe’ > kacamit ‘stag’ 
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rroj ‘to live, to stay’ > Kacarroj “to climb, to clamber’ 
rrum “maize-cob stripped of corns’ > kacarrum ‘corn-cob’ 


kala- ~ kali- 


humb ‘to leave, to loose, to spoil’ > kalihum ‘downwards’ 
maj ‘to feed’ > kalaman ‘child (till the age of 9)’ 

mend ‘mind’ > kalamend ‘to confuse’ 

qafë ‘neck’ > kalagafé ‘piggyback’ 

var ‘to hang’ > kalivare ‘trickling down’ 

vesh ‘grape’ > kalavesh id. 


karra- 


bisht ‘tail’ > karrabisht ‘earwig’ 
vesh ‘grape’ > karravesh ‘stick’ 


la- ~ [é-* 


kuq ‘red’ > Jakug ‘red (of earth)’ 

tredh ‘to castrate’ > /atredh “uncastrated ram’ 
bardhë ‘white’ > Ibardh “to make white’ 

bark ‘belly’  lëbarke ‘dysentery’ 

fyt ‘throat, gullet’ > /éfyt ‘pipe, tube’ 

mazë ‘milk-skin’ > /émazé ‘thin skin, shell’ 


më- 
këmbë - kambë leg, foot? > mëkëmb ~ mékamb ‘to set up’ 
krye ‘head’ > mëkresë ‘tombstone’ 
Shqerrë ‘heifer’ > méshgerré id. 
keq ‘bad’ > mkeqem ‘to get worse’ 
pili- 
koré ‘crust, bark” > pilikuri ‘bare, naked’ 
pizgé ‘wind instrument’ > pilipizgé ‘kind of pipe’ 


ve, voe ‘egg’ > pilivesë, pilivoesé ‘dragonfly’ 


* Cf. the expressive prefix */a- in Slavic. 


176 CHAPTER TWO 
Shara- 
nduk ‘to pluck out’ > sharanduk ‘to pinch’ 
shén- 


drité ‘light’ > shéndrit ‘to shine’ 
gjah ‘hunt, chase’ > shëngjetë ‘best part of hunting trophies’ 


të- 


amë ‘source, river-bed’ > famë ‘water-source’ 

bané ‘dwelling’ > tébané ‘shepherd’s hut’ 

ëmbël ~ ambël ‘sweet’ > témbél ~ tambél ‘sweetness’ 
lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material’ > Handër ‘bundle’ 


tër- ~ ter- 


furkë ‘fork’ > tërfurk ‘pitchfork’ 
heq “to pull, to draw’ > tërheq id. 
plotë “tul” > terplotë ‘winnowing shovel’ 
poshtë ‘down, below’ > tërposhtë ‘slope’ 


For some of the above prefixes, etymological correspondences can be 
tentatively suggested. Alb /é- may find a parallel in Slav */a-. Alb të- 
may be compared with Skt tat-. 


2.3.3. Compounds 


2.3.3.0. Ancient Indo-European compounds are, in some cases, 
preserved in Albanian, even though they are no longer perceived as 
such. Proto-Albanian compounds have also added to the vocabulary that 
also became less transparent. 


Literature: CAMAJ Alb. Wortb. 89-94; OREL ZfBalk XXIII/1 67, 72-73. 


2.3.3.1. The following compounds are inherited from Indo-European 
and/or Proto-Albanian: 


bërryl ‘elbow, forearm’ < EPA “borer alle)na (the second 
component is attested in //éré ~ lanë ‘arm’ ). 
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thënukël ‘dogberry’ < “thënubël < EPA “tsunu-abola- ‘dog’s 
apple’: Dac kivovfotëa ‘plant Brionia alba’ (Diosc. 4. 182) 
and Lith stinobuolas ‘dog’s pumpkin’. 

vëlla ‘brother’ < EPA *swe-/auda, composite of pronominal IE *sue 
and */auda < IE*leudh- (OHG fut ‘people’, Slav “Hud id.). 

ylber ‘rainbow’ < EPA *al(e)na bhora ‘rainbow’ < *‘curve’, a 
mirror reflection of EPA *bhdérei ul(e)na> bërryl. 

zot ‘lord, master, god’ < EPA *w(i)ts-pati-: Skt vis-pati- ‘lord of the 
house’. 


2.3.3.2. Various structural and semantic types of compounds are 
attested in modern Albanian. All of them are recent innovations: 


ditëzi ‘unlucky’ < ditë ‘day’ + zi “black” 

dorézané ‘pledge’ < doré ‘hand’ + zané ‘taken’ 

dredhalesh ‘spindle’ < dredh ‘to turn’ + Jesh ‘wool’ 

gojëlidhni ‘wolf’ < gojë ‘mouth’ + Zidhun ‘bound’ 

gunédhiré ‘cloak made of goat wool’ < guné ‘cloak’ + dhiré ‘of 
goat’ 

gjysami ‘bat? € gjysë “half” + mi ‘mouse’ 

manaferré ‘kind of cherry’ € man ‘berry’ + ferrë ‘thorn’ 


3. MORPHOLOGY 


3.1. Verb 
Verb stems 


3.1.0. The Albanian verb system is founded upon the opposition of two 
main stems: present and aorist. There is also a third stem, that of the 
imperfect and 2 pl. present. Historically this stem is connected with that 
of the present, though displaying e: zumlaut. 


3.1.1. Present stems 


3.1.1.0. The Proto-Albanian present stems directly reflect the Indo- 
European present system as well as display Proto-Albanian develop- 
ments. Numerous loanwords from Latin and Slavic have also influenced 
the present stems of the Albanian verbal system, too. According to the 
type of present, Albanian verbs can be divided into the following eleven 
classes: 


Class I. Athematic root stems 
Class II. Thematic stems 
Class III. Nasal presents 
Class IV. Stems in *-sk- 
Class V. Stems in *-j- 
Class VI. Stems in *-n- 
Class VII. Stems in *-nj- 
Class Vila. Stems in *-anj-, *-enj-, *-inj- 
Class VIIb. Stems in *-anj- 
Class VII. Stems in *-t- 
Class IX. Stems in *-tj- 
Class IXa. Stems in *-etj-, *-itj-, *-atj- 
Class X. Stems in *-r- 
Class XI. Stems in *-sj- 


Literature: MEYER Alb. Gr. 30 (analysis of vete), JOKL Festschr. 
Rozwadowski 249 (presents in *-sk-); Meillet MSZ XXIX/2 119-122 
(comparison of present stems in *-j- with Germanic); BELIĆ GSKA 
CXLVIII/76 1-38 (derives 1 sg. pres. *-ọ in Slavic from injunctive 
*-o-m); SCHMID Balt. 98-99 (disagrees with MEILLET), MEID Flexion 
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passim (secondary endings in Celtic conjunct present), ÇABEJ Hyrje 
108, CIMOCHOWSKI ST. JE 43-48 (stems in *-nj-); HAMP Anc. JE 116 
(supports MEILLET); WATKINS Geschichte 45-46 (Celtic present); 
BADER BSL LXXI/1 47-49 (on Toch A 1 sg. pres. -am < *-o-m); 
KORTLANDT Lingua XLIX/1 56-57 ( Slav “-o from perfective *-a 
followed by Za: MANN Hist. Gr. 125-136; OREL Lingv. issil. II 
35-39, ZfBalk XXII/1 76-85. 


3.1.1.1. Class I: athematic root stems (mi-conjugation). This class is 
very small and archaic. It includes the following verbs: jam ‘to be’, kam 
“to have’, thom ‘to say’ and vete ~ vetem ‘to go’. 


The verb jam < IE “es-mi (cf. Skt asm, Gk elut) continues the Indo- 
European paradigm of the root present in most of its forms: 


sg. pl. 
1 Jam < *es-mi jemi «. *es-méi 
2 Je« *es-si Veni 
3 është ~ ásht « *en-sti janë < *es-nti 


3 sg. contains an epenthetic -n-, probably the result of the analogical 
pressure from the 3 pl. 1 pl. corresponds exactly to the Baltic 1 pl. 
ending: OLith esmi < *esmie < “esmer. 3 pl. *es-nti reflects an 
analogical back formation on the basis of the singular opposed to other 
Indo-European continuants of *es- reflecting a thematized “s-onti. Skt 
Santi, Lat sunt. 


The athematic present of kam < “kap-mi related to thematic Lat capio 
‘to seize, to grasp’, Goth haban “to have’ may be a Proto-Albanian 
innovation. There exists thematic Kap “to seize, to grasp’ < EPA *kapa. 
It seems probable that *kapa was drawn into the sphere of the athematic 
conjugation because it replaced another lost present stem or was 
connected with other athematic verbs of the same semantic field. The 
third athematic verb is thom ‘to say’ < *tsans-mi connected with Lat 
censeo ‘to assess, to value’. In Iranian (OPers Gärt) this stem is 
athematic. 


The last athematic verb is vere ~ vetem ‘to go’. Though the etymological 
connections of this verb are more or less clear (cf. Lat vado “to go, to 
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walk’, ON vada id. and probably Arm gam (1) come’), the structure of 
the paradigm in singular is perplexing. The original form is retained in 
1 pl. vemi « *wad-mei. In the singular, however, we have to suppose an 
additional morpheme -te historically identical with te “to, where, there’ 
< EPA “tar, reflecting IE “toi. Thus, the original paradigm (only partly 
athematic, as the 2-3 sg. cannot be phonetically derived from *wad-si 
and *wad-ti) in the singular was as follows: 


1 *vem « *wad-mi 
2 *ve< *wad-esi 
3 *vet < *wad-eti 


Then a new morphological element was added: 


1 *vem te 
2 *ve te 
3 *vet te 


In the 2-3 pl. the above forms developed into the attested vete. In Geg, 
the 1 sg. evolved from *vem te to vete. However, in Tosk *vem te was 
transformed into ve-fe-m. 


It is probable that the verb zk “to go away, to run away’ < *eika (with its 
variant ikéj now belonging to the VII/a class) was athematic in Albanian 
and its original present was *e/-mi identical with Gk eiut. Its current 
present form was derived from the athematic imperative 2 sg. ik < “er- 
ka connected with Lithuanian imperative eik, eiki sol This substi- 
tution is remarkably similar to that of the athematic “ez-mi in Slavic. 
Here, *ei-mi was replaced by the innovative present */sdo “(1) go’ based 
on */-dhi, an old imperative of "er-, cf. Skt zi, Gk 191. 


3.1.1.2. Class II: thematic root stems. This class includes dozens of 
verbs with e-grade in present. Cf. a few typical examples: 


bredh “to jump, to spring’ < EPA *breda: Slav *bredo, “bresti ‘to 
wade, to ford’, Lith brendu, bristi id. 

djeg ‘to burn < EPA “dega < IE*dheg‘h- ‘to burn’ (Skt déhati, 
Toch AB tsak-, tsák-, Lit degu, dëgti). 

gjesh ‘to knead’ < EPA *jesja: Skt yasyati ‘to boil’, Gk C£co ‘to boil, 
to cook’. 
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pjek ‘to bake, to cook’ < EPA “peka < IE “pek id. (Skt pacati, Gk 
mëcoco, Lat coquo, Slav *peke, *pekti). 

pjell ‘to beget, to produce, to bear’ « EPA "pela: Lat pello “to drive, 
to push’, Gk To ca ‘to poise, to swell, to swing’. 

rjep ‘to strip off (skin or bark), to tear off < EPA "repa < IE *rep- 
(Gk epëmrouo ‘to eat’, Lat rapid ‘to seize, to grasp’, Lith rëpti 
‘to grasp’). 

tjerr “to spin’ < EPA “terka: Toch B fark- ‘to turn’ (only as part. 
pret.), Lat torqueo id. 

vdjerr “to leave’ < EPA *awa-dera ‘to leave’ < IE *der- ‘to run’: Skt 
dráti ‘to run, to hasten’, Gk aor. tdpëv “to run away’. 

vjedh “to steal’ < EPA *wedza < IE*uegh- (Skt vdhati ‘to drive’, 
Lat veho ‘to bear, to carry’, Goth gawigan ‘to steal’). 

zvjerdh ‘to wean’ < EPA “-verdza: Lith verziu, vefzti ‘to lace, to 
tie”, Latv verzt ‘to turn’, Slav *verzti ‘to bind”. 


Other ablaut grades in the thematic stems are much rarer. In one unique 
case, lengthened grade is attested: 


shporr “to move away, to drive away’ < EPA *-para: Skt piparti “to 
bring over, to save’, Gk Tepaco, Teip% “to penetrate’. 


The zero-grade fudati type is rather frequent, though it seems to consist 
mainly of Proto-Albanian innovations: 


dal ‘to go out’? < EPA “dala: Gk 6aMAca ‘to bloom’. 

flak ‘to throw, to fling’ < EPA *awa-/aka, derived from IE */ék- ~ 
“lak- to bend, to jump’ (MHG /ecken ‘to throw back, to spring’, 
Lith /ekiu, lëkti ‘to fly’, Latv /ékt ‘to spring, to jump’). 

grish ‘to invite’ < EPA *grisa, a zero grade of IE *g’era-s-, cf. Skt 
grnati ‘to call, to invoke’, Lith giriti, girti ‘to praise’. 

leh ~ lef to bark’ < EPA “Paja: Skt rayati id., Lith /óju, loti id., Slav 
“lajati. 

nduk “to pluck out, to pull out, to tear? < EPA *en-duka: Goth 
tiuhan “to pull’, Lat diico id. 

ndulkem ‘to ripen’ < EPA “en-tulka: Lith telkiù, telkti ‘to gather, to 
bring together’, Slav *te/kti “to beat, to pound’, *ts/kati ‘to 
push’. 
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thek “to roast, to toast (bread) < EPA *tsaka < IE*knk- cf. Gk 
KEYKEL TtiVQ, Koykouévnc: Enpac Të dBc (Hes), ToAu- 
Kayknc ‘burning strongly’ (Hom.). 


Numerous verbs have thematic presents in o-grade, but only some of 
them can be described as denominative formations: 


Kalb ‘to let rot < EPA *ka/ba derived from qelb ‘pus’ < “kalba 
(singularized plural). 

mbar ‘to bring (back) « EPA “en-bara, based on the noun “bara 
related to bie ‘to carry’. 


In many other verbs the o-grade is unmotivated: 


derdh “to pour out « EPA *darda close to Lith dardëti ‘to rattle’, 
Latv dardét ‘to creak’, W go-dyrddu ‘to mumble, to grumble’. 

hap “to open’ < EPA *skapa: IE “skep- “to cut, to split, to dig’. 

lag ‘to wet, to soak, to bathe, to wash’ < EPA */auga: Illyr Aoc 
Aouysov kaħoúpevov (Strabo 7.43), Lith /iigas ‘marsh’, Slav 
“luza ‘pool’. 

shkel “to make a step, to walk’ < EPA “skala: Skt skhdlate ‘to 
stumble, to trip’. 

ul ‘to lower’ < EPA *wala: Gk eto “to shut in, to press’, Lith 
valyti ‘to clean’, is-valyti “to carry away’. 

vrap “to run, to haste’ < EPA "awa-rapa, derived from rjep ‘to strip 
off (skin or bark), to tear off’. 


3.1.1.3. Class HI: nasal presents. This type has become relatively 
limited in Proto-Albanian. In one case we find a zero grade of a nasal 
present attested (as a full grade) in Baltic: 


qek ‘to mention, to quote’ < EPA "Kaka < IE*kpkom (Lith kanku, 
kakti ‘to seize, to reach’, Latv Kacet ‘to grasp’, Slav *cekati ‘to 
expect, to wait’). 


There also seems to be an innovative nasal infix in one denominative 
formation: 
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mënd ‘to suckle, to feed’ < EPA “manzda, based on maj ~ máyj ‘to 
feed, to fatten’ < EPA “mazdnja, cf. IE *mazd- ‘feeding’: OHG 
mast, Skt médas- ‘fat, marrow’. 


The majority of Proto-Albanian nasal presents go back to verbal roots 
with a diphthong. Corresponding nasal presents, in fact, seem to be 
innovations replacing old thematic stems containing diphthongs: 


bind “to convince, to persuade’ < EPA “binda < IE *bheidh- ‘to 
persuade, to force’. 

humb ‘to leave, to lose, to spoil, to miss, to drown’ < EPA “skumba, 
nasal present of IE *skeubh- (Goth af-skiuban ‘to push away, to 
reject’, Lith skumbu, skübti ‘to hurry, to hasten’). 

lind ‘to bear, to beget; to be born’ < */inda related to /ej ‘to give 
birth’ < */aidnya: Lith Joen ‘to let’, Latv /afst id. 

mund ‘to be able’ < EPA nasal present “munda: Lith muda 
‘possibility’, mudúoti ‘to try, to attempt’, Skt mddate ‘to 
rejoice, to be merry’. 

shkund ‘to shake, to swing’ < EPA “skunta < IE*skeut-. Mir 
scothaid “to cut off’, Lith skutu, skusti “to scrape’. 

tund ‘to move, to stir, to swing’ < EPA *tunda: Skt tundate ‘to push, 
to strike’, Lat fundë ‘to push’. 


3.1.1.4. Class IV: stems in “-sk-. Old present stems in *-ske/o-, ori- 
ginally-iteratives and duratives, were widespread in Proto-Albanian, 
where the suffix became EPA *-sk- > *-x- > -h- ~ -f-. In Albanian, 
stems in *-ske/o- are formed from roots ending in occlusives or vowels, 
though not sonorants, with the only exception of njeh. 


Most of these presents have e-grade vocalism: 


deh ‘to inebriate’ < EPA *degska related to djeg ‘to burn’ < EPA 
“dega. IE *dheg'h- ‘to burn’: Skt dahati, Toch AB tsak-, tsák-, 
Lit degu, dëgti. 

fsheh ~ mshef, mer ‘to hide’ < EPA *skepska. Gk okémoo ‘to 
cover, to shield, to screen’. 

grih ‘to sharpen’ < EPA *greiska. Gk xpico ‘to rub, to anoint, to 
prick’, Lith grieju, griéti ‘to scoop cream from milk, to take 
hold of’. 
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kreh ~ kref ‘to comb’ < EPA *grebska: Lith grébti “to rake’, Slav 
“erebo, *grebti ‘to row, to rake’. 

meh ~ mef ‘to soak’ < EPA *meu-ska: Latv matit ‘to dive’, Slav 
*myti ‘to wash’. 

ndih ~ ndif ‘to help’ < EPA *en-deiska. Gk Sieuat ‘to hurry, to 
drive’, Skt diyati ‘to fly, to soar’. 

njeh ~ njef “to count, to consider’ < EPA *nemska: Gk véu% ‘to 
divide’, Goth zzman ‘to take’, Lat numerus ‘member, element, 
number’ and zummus ‘coin, money’. 

shpih ~ shpif ‘to slander, to calumniate’ < EPA “7s-peikska. OHG 
fehan ‘to hate’, Lith peikiu, peikti ‘to blame’. 


In one archaic case, lengthened e-grade *€ > ^4 is attested in contrast 
with other Indo-European languages: 


Shoh ~ shof ‘to see” < EPA *sakska < IE “sek ‘to follow, to see’: 
Skt sacate ‘to accompany, to follow’, Gk éTrouat, Lat sequor, 
cf. in particular Goth saz/van “to see’. 


There are two cases with the zero-grade vocalism: 


grah ~ graf ‘to spur on, to call, to roar’ < EPA *graska: Skt grnati 
“to call, to invoke’, Lith grin, girti ‘to praise’. 
rrah ‘to beat, to strike’ < EPA *wragska: Gk pacow id. 


An unusual vocalism is found in njoh ~ njof which can be explained as 
an extreme archaism corresponding to Anatolian data: 


njoh ~ njof ‘to know’ < EPA *gnaska < IE*gena- ~ *gno- id., cf. Gk 
ytyvcdokco, Epidaur yvo3okc, Lat (g)nóscó but OHitt ga-ne-es- 
Zi “to find, to recognize, to know’ < *8neH-s-ti. 


Among the verbs in *-ske/o- we find several o-grade denominatives and 
deverbatives: 


eh “to sharpen’ < EPA “akska derived from IE *akos ‘sharp’. 

plah ~ plaf ‘to cover’ < EPA *p(ejlaska, to Gk m£Aac ‘skin’, Lith 
pala ‘linen kerchief’, p/ené ‘thin skin, membrane’, ON fjall 
‘skin’. 

preh “to sharpen’ < “per-akska, cf. eh. 
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shkreh “to release (safety device, trigger) < “Is-krapska derived 
from shkrep ‘to strike (fire); to release (trigger)’, krep ‘rock’ < 
EPA *krapa. 

shpreh ‘to express, to speak’ < EPA  "zs-per-akska, further 
connected with ef. 


3.1.1.5. Class V: stems in *-j-. Several different Indo-European types 
yielded Proto-Albanian present stems in *-j- . The first source are the 
Indo-European iteratives/causatives in *-eje/o-, usually with o-grade 
(other causatives were replaced by innovative stems in “-nj-, see below) 
vocalism: 


dhez “to set on fire, to burn’ < EPA *dadzja connected with djeg “to 
burn’ < IE “dhegh-. 

fëj ‘to fill, to cram, to surfeit? < EPA *spanja: Gmc *spannjan ‘to 
tighten’ (ON spenna and the like). 

ndez “to set alight, to ignite’ < EPA *en-dadzja, cf. dhez. 

shperr ‘to win (money), to gain’ < EPA “sparja: Gmc *spardjan “to 
leave unharmed, to keep’: ON spara, OHG sparon, OE sparian. 

ter “to make dry’ < EPA “tarsja: Skt tarsdyatiid., Lat torreo id., ON 
perra id. 

vesh “to put on (clothes), to cover’ « EPA “vvesja: Skt vasdyati and 
Goth wasjan id. 


Another group is represented by Indo-European verbs in *e/o-. Some 
of them are inherited from Indo-European. Others seem to be innova- 
tions. In this group e-grade vocalism is extremely common: 


bie “to bring’ < EPA “berja « IE *bher- ‘to bring, to carry’ (Skt 
bhárati, Gk pepco, Lat ferð). 

dhjes ‘to defecate’ < EPA *dzedtja. Skt hadatiid., Gk xéCoo id. 

ëj ~ âj “to blow, to swell’ < EPA *anja: Skt dniti ‘to breathe’, Goth 
us-anan “to blow out’. 

ftoh ~ ftof “to cool, to make cold’ < EPA *awa-taja < IE *ta- ‘to 
melt’ (Slav *tajo, *tajati, Osset tajyn id.). 

ndej ~ ndëj ‘to stretch out, to spread’ < EPA *en-tenja: Gk Teiv% 
‘to stretch’, €v-Telvoo ‘to stretch out’ and, further, to Skt tandti 
‘to expand’, OHG denen ‘to stretch’. 

qas ‘to approach’ < EPA Zkeug connected with the isolated Lith 
kecit, kësti ‘to stretch’. 
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Some of them show zero-grade or o-grade vocalism: 


bëj ~ bëj “to do, to make” < EPA “banja: Gk þaivw ‘to appear’. 

fus ‘to put in, to thrust in, to insert; to plant’ < EPA “sputja: Lat 
puto ‘to trim, to prune’, Toch A, B putk- ‘to divide’. 

kep ‘to hew’ < EPA “kapja: Gk komo ‘to hit, to hew’, Lith kapiù, 
Kàpti ‘to hew’. 

rris “to pull up, to move up, to increase, to grow’ < EPA “vyritja < 
IE *uert- ‘to turn’: Skt vartate, Lat verto, Goth wairpan “to 
become’. 


Albanian also has numerous denominative verbs in *-j-, similar to 
Baltic and Slavic denominatives in Lith -yti ~ Slav *-jo, *-itf. 


gdhij ~ gditj ‘to stay awake at night < EPA *ga-dinja based on IE 
“dino- ~ *deino- ‘day’: Skt dina- ‘day’, Slav "dens id., Lith 
diena id., Latv diena id. 

Jes ‘to remain’ < EPA “etja, a denominative of jetë ‘life’ < EPA 
“eta. the isolated group of Gk étéoc ‘true, real’, eta’ aAnën, 
ayaba (Hes.), eTA ‘to test”. 

loz “to move, to shake, to play’ < EPA "/adja: Slav */aditi “to make 
order, to make peace’ based on */adz ‘order, peace’. 

ndes ‘to have troubles’ < EPA *en-datsja reflecting IE *dek* and 
related to the denominative Lith dakyti ‘to mix up, to put in 
disorder’. 

pelq “to stir up (water) < EPA *pelkja: pélké “marsh, swamp’, Latv 
pelce ‘puddle’. 

plas ‘to burst, to split < EPA *p/atja, a denominative verb: Skt 
prthi- ‘broad, wide’, Gk TAa Uc id., Lith platüs id. 

tres ‘to melt, to loosen, to dissolve’ < EPA *¢rotja: Slav *tratjo, 
*tratiti ‘to spend, to waste’ 

Zëj ~ zaj ‘to call’ < EPA *dZanja: Slav *zvonjo, *zvoniti ‘to ring’, 
cf. zë ~ zë ‘voice’ < EPA "dZana Arm jain ‘voice’, Slav 
*zvonb ‘ringing, sound’ < IE “Shuen-. 


3.1.1.6. Class VI: stems in “-n-. These stems continue Indo-European 
presents in *-ne/o-. Only two of them have e-grade vocalism: 
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çem ‘to bring to light, to disclose, to reveal, to broach’ < EPA 
*$tSepna < IE *skep- ‘to cut, to split’. 

ZË ~ ZA ‘to seize, to grasp, to touch’ < EPA *dZeina based on IE 
*ø'ejə- ‘to overpower’: Skt jyd ‘force, power’, jayati ‘to win, to 
conquer’, Gk Bin ‘power’. 


Several verbs in *-n- have o-vocalism. Some of them could be inter- 
preted as replacing older causatives or denominatives in *-/e/o- or 
original verbs of II class: 


harr ‘to weed, to cut down’ < EPA *skarna, a denominative of IE 
*sker- ‘to cut’, cf. Goth us-skarjan ‘to tear out’, Lith skiriù, 
skirt. 

kall ‘to insert, to thrust, to place, to incite, to set on fire’ < EPA 
*kalna, cf. sjell< *k’el-. 

lé~ lá ‘to let? < EPA */aidna: Lith /éistiid., Latv /aístid., Goth /etan 
id. 

tall ‘to ridicule, to deride’ < EPA causative *ta/na: Olr tuilid ‘to 
sleep’, Lith tylu, fil ‘to become silent’, Slav "olii ‘to 
persuade, to make quiet’. 


The following Albanian innovation is an obvious denominative: 


marr ‘to take, to grasp’ < EPA *marna, based on the heteroclitic 
word for ‘hand’ preserved in Gk apn, Lat manus. 


Another innovation is based on an Indo-European adverb: 


vë ~ vë ‘to put < EPA *awena based on IE "aue ‘down, off” (Skt 
ava id.). 


There appears to be one lengthened grade n-stem: 


dua ~ due “to love’ < EPA *dausna < IE *$eus- ‘to taste’, cf. Skt 
Josati ‘to be fond of”, Gk yevoniot. 


3.1.1.7. Class VII: stems in *-nj-. This new class of presents was very 
productive in Proto-Albanian. It replaced several old types of present. 
In a few cases verbs in Zar continue Indo-European causatives in 
*_eje/o-: 
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mbaj ‘to hold, to carry’ < EPA “en-barnja, a causative derived from 
*bera bie. 
Ziej “to boil, to cook’ < EPA *dZernja derived from IE “gher- ‘hot’. 


Some presents in "Tor go back to Indo-European stems in *-ne/o- and 
presents with a nasal infix: 


brej ~ bréj ‘to gnaw’ < EPA*brainja < IE*bhrer- ‘to cut’ (Skt 
bhrináti he) injures’, Lat frio ‘to rub’, Slav *briti ‘to shave"). 

buj ~ bij “to accomodate (a guest); to stay overnight" < EPA 
*budnja: Lith bundu ‘to wake up’, Slav *bzdng ‘to be awake’. 

gjej ~ gjëj ‘to find’ < EPA “gadnja < *ehnd-: Gk xavSaves, aor. 
Exadov ‘to seize, to grasp’, Lat pre-hendo id., ON geta id. 

shtrij ‘to spread, to stretch’ < EPA *strinja: Skt strnáti ‘to spread, to 
scatter’, Gk OTOPVULI ‘to spread, to stretch’, Lat sternd id. 

vej ‘to weave’ < EPA *webnja < Skt ubhnáti ‘to lace up’, OHG 
weban ‘to weave’, Toch B wap- id. 


Certain verbs in Zar, in fact, go back to verbs in *-se/o- (including 
denominatives): 


daj ‘to divide’ < EPA *danja,: Gk daloniot ‘to divide’, Skt dáyate 
id. 

druaj ~ druej ‘to be afraid’ < EPA *dranja derived from dre, droe 
‘fear’ < PAlb *drawa. 

gjaj ‘to resemble, to be like; to suit, to become; to seem; to happen’ 
< EPA *ga-lab-nja, based on */ab-: Lith /abas ‘good’, Latv Jabs 
id. 

luaj ~ luej ‘to move, to shake, to play’ < "/adnja connected with /oz 
id. < EPA */adja: Slav */aditi “to make order, to make peace’ 
based on */adz ‘order, peace”. 

qaj ~ qanj ‘to cry, to weep’ < EPA “Klaunja. Gk KAatco < *kAaico 
id. 

shtoj “to increase’ < EPA *stanja: Lith stoju, stoti id., Slav “stojo, 
fstojati id. 

thaj “to dry’ < EPA “sausnja, a derivative of IE *sauso- ‘dry’: Gk 
avoc, MHG sor, Lith satisas, Slav *suxz. 


In other cases, verbs in *-nj- go back to thematic presents: 
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boj , bohet “to mate’ < EPA “bagnja: Lith bëgti “to run’, Latv bégt 
id., OPrus begeyte id., Slav *bégtiid., Gk pëBouat id. 

çaj ‘to split, to cleave, to smash, to batter, to chop up’ < EPA 
*stsednja < IE *sked- ‘to split’: Skt skhadate id., Gk okedavvull 
id. 

krej “to pull out < EPA *krebnja< IE *ghrebh-, cf. kreh. 

laj ~ laj ‘to wash’ < EPA */aunja: Gk Aouco id., Lat /avoid. 

ngaj ‘to run’ < EPA “en-ganja: reduplicated Skt jdhati “to leave, to 
abandon’, OHG gan, gen ‘to go’. 

ngij ~ ngj “to sate, to suckle’ < EPA *g/einja: Lith eier, glieti “to 
smear’, OHG k/énan id. 


3.1.1.8. Class Vila: stems in *-anj-, *-enj-, *-inj-. Historically, a class 
of secondary formations (many of them denominatives) based on the 
suffix “-nj- of Class VII: 


fshâj ‘to sigh’ < EPA *pusanja: Lith puskinti ‘to puff’, puskénti ‘to 
splash’, Slav “pyxati ‘to blow, to puff’. 

gërdhij ‘to scratch’ < EPA “grad-inja < IE*ghrndh- cf. OE grindan 
‘to grind’, Lith gréndZziu, grésti ‘to scrape, to scratch’. 

hyj ~ hyej “to enter’ < EPA *eiwinja: Skt éva- ‘speedy’, Lith at- 
eivis, at-éiva ‘newcomer, stranger’, per-eivis, pér-eiva ‘tramp, 
vagrant’. 

késen ‘to ache (of the stomach), to have griping pains’ < EPA 
*kantsenja. Lith kenkiu, kerikti ‘to damage, to harm’, ON Aá “to 
torment’ « Gmc *xanxon. 

kij ‘to prune, to trim’ < *kéinj< EPA *kadinja, a denominative verb 
derived from Kadhë ‘pruning-knife, billhook with long handle’ 
< EPA “Kada. 

lyej ‘to smear, to oil’ < EPA *elaiwanja, based on *elaiwa 
borrowed from Gk £Aattov ‘oil’. 

mpij ~ mpij ‘to benumb, to make stif? < EPA *en-paginja. Gk 
mýyvup ‘to make firm, to make stiff’, Lat pango id., Goth 
fahan “to catch”. 

ryej “to suffer’ < EPA “raudinja: Skt roditi “to weep, to roar’, Lat 
rüdo “to shout, to cry’, Lith rauda ‘weeping’, Slav “rydati ‘to 
weep’. 

rrej~ rrëj “to deceive’ < EPA *arn-enja: Gk apveouat ‘to lie’. 
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Class VIIb: stems in *-anj-. This suffix is a modification of Indo- 
European *-4-/*-é-stems, cf. Gk Tivaco ‘to bring to shame’, Lat plan- 
tare ‘to plant’ correspond to Sanskrit forms in -ya-. In Albanian “-anj- 
was widely used to adapt loanwords (see below). Inherited Indo-Euro- 
pean vocabulary forms denominatives with stems in *-an7-. 


harm(1) ‘broken wind, pursiness’ > Aarmoj ‘to exhaust’ 
kalla ‘slander, calumny’ > Kalloj ‘to slander, to tell stories’ 
larë ‘white spot’ > /aroj ‘to speckle, to variegate; to flatter’ 
lévorzé ‘peel, skin’ > /évorzoj ‘to peel’ 

lodër ‘game, play’ > lodroj ‘to spring, to dance, to play” 
parë ‘first? > mbaroj ‘to end, to complete’ 

shteg ‘path, way’ > shkoj, shtekoj ‘to go’ 


3.1.1.9. Class VII: stems in “-t-. A few present stems ZE, 
probably originally coming from participles in “-to- and later used in 
denominatives: 


gdhend “to plane’ « EPA *ga-dain-ta derived from gdhe ~ gdhé 
‘gnarl, knot < EPA “ga-daina: Skt ddyate “to divide’, Gk 
Saiopa id. 

mbart ‘to bear, to carry (back) < EPA “en-barta derived from 
mbar “to bring (back)' < EPA *en-bara. 

rend ‘to run, to hurry’ < EPA "renta: Goth rinnan ‘to run’, ON 
rinna id. 


3.1.1.10. Class IX: stems in “-tj-. In contrast to stems in *-¢, this is a 
productive class. Some verbs retain the original e-grade vocalism of the 
thematic stems: 


cars ‘to destroy, to spoil’ < EPA *stsertja< IE *sker-: ON skera ‘to 
cut’, Lith skirtrid. 

ngrys ‘to darken’ < EPA "*en-krütja: Slav *kryti “to cover’, Lith 
krauju, krauti ‘to pile’. 

ngjis ‘to stick o < EPA *en-gleitja: Lith glieju, gliëti ‘to smear’, 
glitüs ‘sticky’, Gk yAotóc ‘sticky stuff’. 


In several verbs (continuing the fudati type?), zero grade vocalism is 
attested: 
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lus “to pray, to invoke, to beg’ < EPA */ugtja: Lith lirgoti ‘to ask, to 
pray’, Latv /àdzu, Joer ‘to ask, to invite’, OHG /ockon ‘to lure, 
to entice’, further connected with IE */eugh- ‘to lie, to cheat’. 

mas ‘to measure’ < EPA “matja « IE *me- id. (Skt mimati, Toch A 
me-). 

ngus ‘to urge, to force’ < EPA *en-kutja: Lith kauti ‘to strike’, Slav 
“kovati ‘to forge’, Lat cüdo ‘to strike’, OHG Aouwan id. 

rras ‘to squeeze, to press together’ < EPA *wragtja: Gk pacoca id. 
reflecting IE “uragh-. 


Quite often, stems in *-f- function as causatives: 


ngas ‘to urge, to incite, to annoy’ < EPA *en-gatja,: ngaj ‘to run’, 
cf. Skt jahati “to leave, to abandon’, OHG gan, gen ‘to go’. 

nis “to start, to begin, to prepare for journey’ < EPA “zeiktja: Lith 
su-nikti ‘to set upon, to attack’, Slav “niknoti ‘to rise, to grow’, 
Gk véikoc ‘quarrel, struggle’ 

nxit ‘to urge, to stimulate, to hurry’ < EPA *dZita: IE “g7- ‘to live’: 
Skt Gart Lat vivo. 

gis “to pull out’ < EPA *kitja: Gk ki% ‘to go, to move”, Lat cied ‘to 
move’. 


3.1.1.11. Class IXa: stems in *-etj-, *-itj-, *-atj-. There are three known 
verbs whose derivation is based on the suffixes *-efj- and *-ítj-: 


laps ‘to exhaust, to wary’ < EPA */apitja. Gk Aattapoc ‘weak’, 
atte Cco ‘to weaken’. 

laps ‘to wish, to want? < EPA Zauber Skt Iubhyati ‘to wish’, Slav 
3T ubiti ‘to love’. 

pres ‘to cut < EPA "p(ejretja: Lith periu, perti “to beat, to thump’, 
Gk Tpi% ‘to saw’. 


Stems in “-atj-, on the contrary, represent a productive type, eventually 
connected with verbs in zt, This type includes deverbatives, which 
have replaced some original thematic present stems. This is particularly 
clear as many of these verbs retain aorists formed from primary stems 
which are unattested in the present, e.g. flas which should normally 
correspond to pres. “Yjelor "fal. 
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ec(i), ecëj to go, to run’ <*etés < EPA “*aitatja based on a 
derivative in *-fo- of IE *e/- ‘to go’. 

flas ‘to speak’ < EPA “spala, cf. fjalë word < *spela. 

gërshas ‘to invite’ < *grisatja: grishid. < EPA *grisa, a zero grade 
of IE “gëro-: Skt grnati “to call, to invoke’, Lith grriu, girti ‘to 
praise’. 

kéllas ‘to put into, to insert, to dig, to instigate’ < EPA *kalnatja 
derived from kall ‘to insert, to thrust, to place, to incite, to set on 
fire’ < EPA “Kalna. 

tras ‘to pull (a boat to the coast) < EPA *t(e)ratja: Skt Gran ‘to 
cross over’. 

umas ‘to bark’ < EPA *wamatja: Skt vamiti ‘to vomit’, Av vam- “to 
spit’, Gk tué ‘to spit out’, Lat vomed ‘to vomit’. 

vërras “to shout; to bleat < EPA *weratja. Gk sip% ‘to say’, Hitt 
ueriia- ‘to sound’. 

vilas “to cut down (trees) < EPA *wilatja derived from vjel ‘to 
pluck (fruit), to vintage’ < EPA *we/a: Gk &lÀco ‘to shut in, to 
press’, Lith su-valyti ‘to harvest, to reap’. 


3.1.1.12. Class X: stems in *-r-. Albanian has a few present stems in 
*-r- which have no clear etymological connections elsewhere. Theo- 
retically, their derivation could be from “-ro-stem nouns, although the 
long vocalism of some of them makes this scenario unlikely. 


Korr “to reap, to harvest < EPA *kasra: Lith kasu, kast ‘to dig’, 
Slav “kosa ‘scythe’. 

përmjerr “to urinate’ < EPA “per-megra: IE *meigh- id. (Skt 
méhati, Gk oyermi xo, Lat meio, ON miga). 

qyr ‘to look” < EPA *kewira. Gk Koto ‘to note’, Lat caved ‘to be 
aware’, Goth hausjan ‘to hear’. 

shorr “to press together, to squeeze’ < EPA “sjara: Hitt isfifa- “to 
bind’, Skt syati ‘to bind’, Lith set, srëti id. 


XI class. Stems in *-sj-. This is another small class of verbs whose 
present seems to be derived from original aoristic or future stems in 
Zar: 


Josh ‘to curl, to fondle, to caress’ < EPA "jaudsja < IE “reudh- (Skt 
yudhyate ‘to fight, to struggle’, Toch A yutk- ‘to take care of, to 
trouble about’, Lith jaudinti ‘to excite, to arouse’). 
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ndesh ‘to meet’ < EPA *en-da-sja. Gk Brea ‘to find”. 
qesh ‘to laugh’ < EPA “Kaksja: Skt kakhati id., Gk kaxaCoo id. 


3.1.2. Aorist stems 


3.1.2.0. Albanian aorists developed from various Indo-European 
aoristic and preterital forms. They can be divided into the following 
classes: 


Class I. Sigmatic aorists 

Class II. Asigmatic aorists 

Class III. Asigmatic aorists with lengthening 
Class IV. Aorists in *-w- 

Class V. Aorists in *-t-. 


Literature: BOPP 475; MEYER ZF V 180-182 (aorists with lengthening); 
JOKL JF XLIII 46-49; PEDERSEN BUSAT XIV /3 231 (suffix -v- treated 
as a hiatus filler); LAMBERTZ ZF LX/3 304 (follows PEDERSEN; source 
of suffix -/-); COWGILL passim; KURYLOWICZ Infi. Cat. 71 (Albanian 
aorist with lengthening as a reflection of historical perfect); V AILLANT 
Gr. comp. III 80 (sources of the aorist with lengthening); MATHIASSEN 
99-101; MANN Hist. Gr. 150-154 (sigmatic suffix explained from 
*-s1-); IVANOV Slav. 203 (paradigm of dhashë), LINDEMAN Festschr. 
Knobloch 237-242 (Germanic pl. preterit with lengthening); HULD 
Proc. IX UCLA 192-203. 


3.1.2.1. Class I: sigmatic aorists. The sigmatic suffix appears in Alba- 
nian as -sh- < EPA Ze due to the generalization of *-s- > *-s- derived 
under the influence of the “ruki” rule in such aorists as *rausa> *rausa 
> rashé. In secondary sigmatic aorists derived from present stems which 
end in occlusives, -sh- became -c-. 


As in other Indo-European languages, the sigmatic aorist was athematic 
in Proto-Albanian. This is clear from the reconstruction of the para- 
digm’s singular forms. In the plural, the form of the 2nd person is 
asigmatic and athematic. It is not clear whether the 1st and 3d persons 
ever had the sigmatic suffix. Cf. the reconstruction of the aorist 
paradigm of dhashë ‘gave’. 
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sg. pl. 
1 dhashé« *edasa« “edo-s-m dhamës *edame< *edo(s)me 
2 dhe< *edo(s)« *edo-s-s dhatë «. *edate< *edote 
3 dha< *edast« *edo-s-t dhané «. *edanti « *edo(s)nti 


The above paradigm is strikingly close to the Slavic sigmatic aorist of 
*dati ‘to give’ in the singular: 1 sg. “dax5 < *dosm, 2 sg. “da < “do-s-s, 
3 sg. "da < "do-s-t Zero-grade, which appears in the majority of 
Albanian forms, is likely to be an innovation. 


While in some dialects secondary sigmatic aorists became very 
productive, only a few such forms are old and continue Proto-Albanian 
sigmatic forms. Remarkably, many of them are suppletive as related to 
the present stems. 


dhashë ‘gave’ (aor. of jap) « EPA “edasa « IE *do- ‘to give’. 

lashë ‘left, let go’ (aor. of lë — lâ) < EPA */asa. Connections for this 
word are uncertain. 

pashë ‘saw’ (aor. of shoh ~ shof) < EPA “pasa < IE *pa- 
pasture, to guard’. 

rashë ‘fell (aor. of bie) < EPA *rausa < IE *reu- ‘to tear’: Skt 
rávate ‘to smash’, Lat ruo ‘to tear, to dig out’. 

thashë ‘said’ (aor. of thom) < *tsansa. Lat censeo ‘to assess, to 
value’. 


e 


to 


In one case where the sigmatic aorist is well attested, we must, however, 
interpret it as an innovation replacing an older w-aorist, as attested by 
Italo-Albanian comparative evidence. The irregular vocalism and the 
unusual thematization of the sigmatic aorist make this scenario more 
likely. 


qeshë ‘was’ (aor. of jam) < *Kl-esa < IE *k’el- ‘to turn’. Cf. Italo- 
Alb kleva ‘was’ < *Kl-ewa. 


3.1.2.2. Class II: asigmatic aorísts. Asigmatic aorists in Albanian are 
thematic. This formation is highly productive, often replacing older 
aorist formations. Only in a few cases can we be certain that asigmatic 
aorists are of Proto-Albanian origin: 
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present aorist 

dua ~ due desha “to love” 

kam pata “to have’ 
vij— vinj erdha “to come’ 


This is also true of asigmatic aorists corresponding to various presents 
in *-j-. Cf. the presents in “-y-: 


present aorist 

çars çarta ‘to destroy, to spoil’ 
képus képuta ‘to tear off, to pluck’ 
mas mata ‘to measure’ 

mbes mbeta “to remain, to stay” 
pres prita ‘to wait, to expect’ 
qis qita ‘to pull out’ 

shes shita ‘to sell’ 

umas umata “to bark” 


The same is true of verbs in Zar (with or without the preceding vowel 
in the suffix) with old asigmatic aorists: 


present aorist 

(Geg) fshaj fshana ‘to sigh’ 

(Geg) gdhij gdhina ‘to stay awake at night’ 
hyj~ hyj hyra ~ hyna ‘to enter’ 

ikëj ikëna “to go away, to run away’ 
prij ~ piíj prina ‘to lead” 


Verbs in *-afj- retain their innovative presents and the old form of 
aorist too: 


present aorist 

gërshas grisha ‘to invite’ 
kélthas klitha ‘to cry’ 
kéllas kalla ‘to put into’ 


pëlcas plasa “to burst, to explode” 
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pëllas palla “to bray’ 
përkas preka “to touch” 
vërras virra ‘to shout; to bleat’ 


3.1.2.3. Secondary asigmatic aorists are fairly productive and 
correspond to several present classes. Numerous asigmatic aorists are 


formed from thematic presents with e-grade vocalism. 


present aorist 

cerk cerka ‘to hit’ 

cel cela *to open' 

dhemb dhemba “to ache’ 

gjerb gjerba “to gulp, to drink” 
gjesh gjesha “to knead” 

Jes jeta “to remain’ 

vesh vesha “to put on (clothes)’ 


Asigmatic aorists are particularly frequent in verbs having thematic 


presents vvith other ablaut grades, mainly vvith zero grade. 


present aorist 

curr curra “to prick up (ears)’. 
fik fika “to extinguish (of fire)” 
krup krupa ‘to loathe’ 

nduk nduka ‘to pluck out’ 

pik pika ‘to fill holes, to pierce’ 
puth putha ‘to kiss’ 

ul ula ‘to lower’ 


All nasal presents have secondary asigmatic aorists. 


present aorist 

bind binda ‘to convince, to persuade’ 
dynd dynda ‘to shake’ 

fend fenda ‘to fart’ 

humb humba ‘to leave’ 

lind linda ‘to bear, to beget’ 
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mund munda ‘to be able” 
tund tunda ‘to move, to stir’ 


All presents in *-sk- developed asigmatic aorists which incorporated the 
suffix. 


present aorist 

fsheh ~ mshef fsheha ~ msheta “to hide”. 
grah - graf graha ~ grata ‘to spur on” 
kreh ~ kref kreha ~ krefa ‘to comb’ 

mih ~ mif miha ~ mifa ‘to dig, to hoe’ 
ndih ~ ndif ndiha ~ ndifa ‘to help’ 

njeh ~ njef njeha ~ njefa ‘to count’ 
njoh ~ njof njoha ~ njofa ‘to know’ 
plah~ plaf plaha ~ plata “to cover’ 
preh ~ pref preha ~ prefa ‘to sharpen’ 


Innovative aorists formed from presents in “-y- retain the present 
suffix, too: 


present aorist 

laps lapsa “to exhaust, to wary’ 
ndes ndesa “to have troubles’ 
përmbys përmbysa ‘to overturn’ 

plas plasa ‘to burst, to split’ 
gas gasa “to approach’ 

gos gosa “to end, to finish’ 
ITÀS rrasa “to squeeze’ 


3.1.2.4. Class III: asigmatic aorists with lengthening. Another variety 
of the Proto-Albanian asigmatic aorist is characterized by the long 
grade of the root vowel: “7 < IE ze Historically, it is comparable to 
some of the Italic perfects reflecting the same ablaut grade, cf. Lat edo 
‘to eat’ ~ edi, as well as Germanic and Celtic preterits (the Germanic 
forms, however, might be ther result of old reduplicated forms). In 
certain cases, this similarity can be corroborated by an etymological 
equation, cf. for example mbledh, aor. mblodha “to gather, to collect’ < 
*amb(i)-ledza, aor. ambi-ladza : Lat lego, aor. /égrid.; ndjek, aor. ndoqa 
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(with secondary -g-) ‘to follow’ < *en-teka, aor. “en-tëka : Olr techid 
“to run’, pret. Zich, 


Verbs ending in velars have developed a secondary palatalization of the 
velar in these lengthened aorists. One verb has generalized it to the 
present stem: dergj : aor. dorgja ‘to lie down, to lay sick, to be ill’. In 
one case a present stem with e< *0 was later reanalyzed as a lengthened 
grade aorist: kredh < “kroda ~ aor. krodha ‘to plunge, to immerse, to 
steep, to smother, to bespatter’. 


Aorists with lengthening are formed from thematic presents with e- 
grade (in one case with zero-grade, cf. dal: 


present aorist 

bjerr borra “to lose’ 

bredh brodha “to jump, to spring’ 

dal dola “to go out' 

djeg dogja ‘to burn’ 

djerr dora ‘to destroy’ 

dredh drodha ‘to turn, to rotate’ 

hedh hodha ‘to throw, to shoot’ 

heq ~ hek hoqa ~ hoka “to draw, to pull” 
mbjell mbolla ‘to sow’ 

mbledh mblodha “to gather, to collect’ 
myel mola ‘to milk’ 

pjek poga ‘to bake, to cook’ 

pjek poqa “to touch, to meet? 

pjell polla ‘to beget, to produce, to bear’ 
pjerdh pordha “to fart' 

pjerr pora, porra ‘to bend, to incline’ 
rjep ropa ‘to strip off (skin or bark), to tear off 
rrjedh rrodha ‘to flow’ 

sjell solla ‘to bring’ 

shqerr shqorra ‘to tear (cloth)’ 

shtjell Shtolla ‘to throw’ 

tjerr torra ‘to spin” 

tredh trodha ‘to castrate’ 

vdjerr vdorra *to leave' 


vjedh vodha ‘to steal’ 


MORPHOLOGY 199 


vjel vola ‘to pluck (fruit), to vintage’ 
vjell volla ‘to vomit? 

vjerr vorra “to hang’ 

zvjerdh zvordha “to wean' 


One archaic denominative verb from an n-stem forms its aorist by 
lengthening the root vowel: 


present aorist 
marr mora ‘to take, to grasp’ 


Note that while present has -rr- < *-r-n-, the aorist only has -r-. In other 
words, the aorist does not retain the suffix of the present stem. 


3.1.2.5. Class IV: aorists in *-w-. These forms are genetically identical 
with Latin perfects in -417-vr. Further connections are not as clear, but 
may include the 1 sg. of some Tocharian preterits, like A swa, B swa, 
the 1 sg. of Sanskrit reduplicated perfects, like papau “to drink”, as well 
as various preterit stems in Balto-Slavic and Germanic (Slav “davati “to 
give’, OE pravan ‘to draw’). In a few cases, these parallels can be 
corroborated by etymological correspondences, cf., for example, aor. 
njova ‘to know’ < *gnawa: Lat (g)novi, OE cnéow. 


Aorists in *-w- are formed from presents in “-aj-, as well as secondary 
presents in *-enj-, *-inj-, *-ànj- and the like. 


present aorist 

boj bova “to mate” 

daj dava ‘to divide’ 

gëloj gëlova ‘to burst out’ 
kércej kérceva “to dance, to jump’ 
kij kiva ‘to prune, to trim’ 
krej kreva ‘to pull out’ 

laj ~ lay lava ‘to wash’ 

mbij~ mbij mbiva ‘to thrive, to grow’ 
ruaj ~ ruej rova ‘to guard, to keep’ 
ryej reva ‘to suffer’ 

thaj thava ‘to dry” 


thyej theva ‘to break’ 
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In a few (presumably, archaic) cases, aorists in *-w- correspond to 
present in *-/- 


present aorist 

dhjes dhjeva ‘to defecate’ 
pres preva ‘to cut’ 

vras vrava ‘to kil 


Two verbs have developed secondary aorists in *-w-, as their presents 
were erroneously analyzed as forms in *-nj-: 


present aorist 


gdhij~ gdhij | gdhiva- gdhina “to stay awake at night’ 
pi, pij piva ‘to drink, to suck’ 


The verb njoh ~ njof has an old aorist in *-w- njova, which finds 
parallels in other Indo-European languages (see above). It is probable 
that at one time all presents in *-sk- had aorists in *-w- but lost them 
when the present stem in *-sk- was generalized and transferred to the 
aorist system. 


3.1.2.6. Class V: aorists in *-t-. This suffix is historically identical with 
the marker of the Germanic dental preterit of weak verbs and the Celtic 
dental preterit. Despite the pre-Albanian origins of aorists in *-¢-, old 
forms of this class are very rare. Old aorists in *-t were derived from 
thematic presents with suffix *-j- based on roots ending in vowels. The 
archaism of these forms is stressed by the fact that one of the aorists 
(Zleté « *awa-le(1)-t-a « *ouo-le(i)-t-m) is athematic. 


present aorist 

di dita “to know’ 

He — Hë fletë, fjeta “to sleep” 

ngre ngrita ‘to lift, to raise’ 


The suffix *-t- became extremely productive in aorists formed from 
presents in *-nj-. It was added directly to the suffix of the present and, 
as a result, a new suffix of aorist, -/f-, in which suffixes of present and 
aorist merged, was created: 


present 


buj ~ bij 
cërij 

druaj ~ druej 
gjaj 


luaj ~ luej 
quaj ~ quej 
ry 

rrej ~ rréj 
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aorist 


bujta ~ bûjta 
cërita 

druajta, drojta 
gjava, gjajta 
lojta ~ luejta 
quajta ~ quejta 
ryjta 

rrejta 
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“to accomodate (a guest)’ 
‘to melt butter’ 

‘to be afraid’ 

“to resemble’ 

‘to move, to shake’ 

‘to call, to give a name’ 
‘to enter’ 

‘to deceive’ 


3.1.3. Verb stems of loanwords 


3.1.3.0. Verbs borrowed to Late Proto-Albanian from other languages 
were morphologically adapted to existing patterns of Albanian 


morphology. 


3.1.3.1. The majority of Latin verbs in äre were transformed to stems 
in “-a-nj-, cf. for example: 


dëftoj ‘to show, to point’ 3 Rom *indictare id. 
fërkoj ‘to rub’ © Lat fricare id. 
gultoj ‘to get rid off 4 Lat colluctari ‘to struggle, to contend’. 
këndoj ‘to sing’ © Lat cantare id. 
lëshoj ‘to let, to leave, to free’ € Lat /assare ‘to render faint, to tire, 


*to let’. 


mëngoj ‘to rise early’ = Lat manicare “to come in the morning’. 
ndikoj ‘to influence’ © Lat indicare ‘to impose, to inflict’. 
pendoj ‘to repent’ 4 Lat poenitere id. 


shkarkoj ‘to unload’ © *discarricare id. 


uroj ‘to wish luck, to congratulate, to adore (deity)’. 


A much smaller group of verbs in äre (usually, with the stem ending in 
liquids or in Lat 17) appears in Albanian with the suffix *-e-n/: 


shëtrej, shufrej ‘to suffer’ © Lat sufferare id. 


mërzej ‘to rest at noon (of animals)’ © Lat meridiare ‘to take a 
mid-day nap’. 
shembëllej “to resemble’ € Lat similare id. 
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shkëmbej ‘to change, to exchange’ @ Rom “excambiare id. 
shpërej ‘to hope’ © Lat sperare id. 
turshej ‘to break, to destroy’ & Rom ¥trūsíāre ‘to push, to stir’. 


In one case, a verb in -are was adapted as a thematic present, despite the 
fact that it also has a variant in Or 


dëlir, dëliroj “to clean, to cleanse, to deliver’ & Rom “deliberare. 
In another (presumably late) case, Lat -are vvas substituted by -as: 


Shtërras, shtërroj “to diminish, to shrink’ © Lat extenuare ‘to make 
smaller”. 


3.1.3.2. Older loanwords continuing Latin verbs in -ëre replace the 
suffix with op 


çoj “to bring, to rise, to send’ © Lat excire, exciëre “to call out, to 
cause, to vvake”. 

mbloj ‘to fill” € Lat implere id. 

qoj ‘to wake up’ © Lat ciére ‘to move, to agitate’. 


Later, verbs in -ëre were adapted as stems in “-e-nj-: 


ndjej, ndélej ‘to pardon, to forgive’ © Lat indulgére ‘to be 
indulgent, to concede’. 

pëlqej ‘to please’ © Lat placére id. 

rrëngjej ‘to shine’ € Lat renidëre “to shine’. 

urrej ‘to hate’ © Lat horrëre ‘to be afraid, to be astonished’. 

vjej ~ vij ‘to need’ 4 Lat valere ‘to be able, to be healthy’. 


3.1.3.3. The majority of Latin verbs of the III conjugation assumed the 
suffix *-4-nj- in Albanian: 


bekoj ‘to benedict’ = Lat benedicere id. 

fërgoj ‘to roast, to fry’ © Lat frigere id. 

kafshoj ‘to bite’ “= Lat capessere ~ capissere “to seize, to snatch at’. 
mallkoj ‘to curse, to excommunicate’ © Lat maledicere id. 
mérgoj ‘to exile, to drive away’ © Lat mergere ‘to thrust, to push’. 
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ngurroj ‘to hesitate, to falter, to stop’ € Lat incurrere “to commit (a 
fault)’ 

premtoj ‘to promise’ 4 Lat promittere ‘to forbode, to promise’. 

shtrëngoj ‘to press, to squeeze’ © Lat stringere ‘to stretch, to press, 
to squeeze’. 

trashégoj ‘to inherit’ € Lat transigere “to reach an accord, to carry 
out transaction’. 


In a few (old) cases, -ere is rendered as -ej 


mallëngjej “to touch, to move, to stir’ o Lat malum angere ‘to 
cause pain’. 
rrëmbej ‘to rob, to seize’ & Lat rumpere ‘to tear, to tear away’. 


3.1.3.4. Latin verbs in -ire are usually represented by Albanian stems 
in *-7-nj-: 


prij ~ prij ‘to lead’ € Lat praeire ‘to lead, to precede’. 

qij ‘to copulate, to have sexual intercourse’ © Lat corre id. 
shëllij ~ shélft “to salt’ € Lat salire id. 

vij~ vinj to come’ © Lat venire id. 


Once, -ire is substituted by er 
shérbej ‘to serve’ © Lat servire id. 


3.1.3.5. Nearly all Slavic verbs were transformed into present stems in 
*-fj-. Numerous Slavic verbs in ZA appear in Albanian as verbs in Ae: 


grabis ‘to steal, to rob’ © Slav “grabiti id., 

molis ‘to make tired, to weaken’ € Slav *mzdeliti id., 

neveris ‘to desert, to neglect’ © Slav “ne vériti ‘not to believe’ 

ponis ‘to honor, to respect’ 4 Slav *pomeniti ‘to remember’. 

radis ‘to prepare, to make ready (of food)’ © Slav “Taditi ‘to settle, 
to arrange, to make ready’. 

stërvis ‘to train’ © Slav *sterviti ‘to bait, to lure, to train’. 

turis ‘to frighten off (animals) «& Slav *turiti ‘to drive away, to 
chase’. 

vadis ‘to water, to irrigate’ & Slav Zvacd id. 
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One verb in -iti was moved to the present class in As 
godas ‘to strike, to beat’ © Slav *goditrid. 


3.1.3.6. The majority of Slavic verbs in “-afi became stems in -as in 
Albanian: 


buças to roar, to thunder’ © Slav “bucati id. 

dihas ‘to pant’ 4 Slav *dyxati ‘to breathe’. 

hitas ‘to hurry’ © Slav “xytati id. 

karkas ‘to quack’ & Slav “korkati ‘to caw, to croak, to quack’. 
luhas ‘to rock, to sway, to swing’ © Slav */ uxati ‘to strike’. 
nuhas ‘to smell, to sniff’ & Slav *n'uxatiid. 

piskas ‘to shout, to cry’ € Slav *piskati ‘to peep’. 


A few verbs in an were transferred to the more productive type of 
stems in -is/-it 


lebetis ‘to tremble, to shudder, to be frightened’ © Slav */ebetati ‘to 
tremble’. 

mërmëris to murmur, to mutter’ € Slav “marmgrati id. 

shétit ‘to go for a walk’ © Slav *setati ‘to walk’. 


3.1.3.7. Several smaller groups of Slavic verbs also appear in Albanian 
as stems in -/s/-/t 


venitem “to pale, to wane’ © Slav *venoti id. 
vërtit ‘to turn’ € Slav *vartétrid. 
vérvit ‘to hurl, to fling’ € Slav *vzrvétrid. 


The oldest layer of Slavic loanwords includes two verbs with the suffix 
*-pJ- 


gatuaj ~ gatuej ‘make ready, prepare’ @ Slav *gotovati, *gotoviti 
“make ready, prepare’. 
pëzëj ~ pugáj ‘to make dirty, to soil’ € Slav *poganiti id. 
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The Albanian conjugation is of great importance for the historical 
grammar of Indo-European. Together vvith multiple innovations, it 
contains archaisms that are scarcely attested elsewhere. 


3.1.4. Present 


3.1.4.0. Two types of present conjugation are known in Albanian and 
Proto-Albanian: thematic and (rarely attested) athematic. 


Literature: BELIC GSKA CXLVIII/76 1-38 (injunctive as a source of 
1 sg. present); WATKINS Geschichte 45-46 (1 sg. in Celtic and 
Germanic); HAMP Anc. JE 117 (athematic present); SYTOV Gr. str. 196 
(thematic vowel in 1 and 3 pl.); MANN Hist. Gr. 140-149 (2 pl. -ni 
compared with Hitt 1 pl. went 2 pl. -feni), BADER BSL LXXI/1 
27-111 (present of the verbum substantivum); IVANOV Slav. 43-45 
(sources of the ending of 1 sg.); KORTLANDT Lingua XLIX/1 50-70 
(Balto-Slavic present); OREL Lingv. issl. II 31-39, Etimologija 1982 
151-156, Baltistica XXI/2 156-158, ZfBalk XXII/1 76-85. 


3.1.4.1. The thematic present in Albanian cannot continue the Indo- 
European thematic present with its primary endings. IE “-d of the 1 sg. 
would have given Alb -e (if stressed) or -é (if unstressed). IE “-etr of the 
3 sg. would have given Alb -ef. The majority of forms in the present 
paradigm in Albanian go back to a different source. In particular, in the 
forms of the singular one can only reconstruct Proto-Albanian short 
vowels followed or not followed by a consonant. 


The most plausible reconstruction for 1 sg. kap ‘to seize’ is EPA *kap-a. 
The ending *-a is derived from IE *-o-m, a desinence close to Toch A 
-am < dialectal IE *-o-m, cf. also, quite probably, Slav 1 sg. pres. Zo 
Weaker alternative explanations include EPA “-a < IE *-0 or perfective 
*-4 with a secondary *-m- added via analogy. As to the 2 sg. Kap, it 
might be derived from EPA *kap-e-s (though not *Kap-e-s?!). The 3 sg. 
kap likewise continues *kap-e-t In other words, all the forms of the 
singular in the Albanian thematic present have the Indo-European 
secondary endings. They do not continue the Indo-European present, at 
least as it is reconstructed in the classical version of Indo-European. 


In the plural, the situation is somewhat more complicated. The ending of 
the 1 pl. -m(ë) can continue either *-me or *-mes. The 3 pl. ending -n(ë) 
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can only reflect the primary ending “-nfi (variants -m ~ -mëand -n~ -në 
are conditioned by the auslaut sound of the verbal stem). In both forms, 
the original thematic vowel *-o- was replaced by 7, though the reason is 
unclear. A structural factor cannot be excluded here: an old opposition 
between thematic vowels *e and *o could have been replaced by a new 
alternation e : 4 Another possible explanation is connected with the 
innovative forms of presents in Zar, cf. kërkoj “to look for’ -1 pl. 
kërkojmë, 3 pl. kërkojnë with -oj of the 1sg. transferred to the plural as 
a new thematic element. Thematic / might then be derived from the 
plurals of verbs in -7, cf. pi “to drink’ - 1 pl. pimë, 3 pl. pinë. 


The most difficult problem of the thematic present paradigm is the 
origin of the 2 pl. desinence -n/. With its intervocalic -7- preserved in 
both major dialects, -27 cannot continue any Proto-Albanian morpheme. 
A different explanation must be found. Further, there are phonological 
reasons excluding the reconstruction of EPA "-nr-fe(s). Such a form 
would have yielded Alb *-nítrather than ot 


In the imperative (where the 2 pl. coincides with the corresponding 
form of the present), -zz can be separated from the stem by the reflexive 
particle u, which appears either immediately after the stem or after the 
ending: 2 pl. /idh-ni-u and /idh-u-ni “get tied!’ are equally possible. It 
seems that ni must originally have been a syntactically autonomous 
element (a clitic) which was, at a certain stage, incorporated into the 
verb. The verb form itself must have been */idh. In other words, the 2 
sg. and 2 pl. of the thematic present were identical. This could be 
interpreted as a Proto-Albanian innovation that merged the 2 sg. and 2 
pl. by replacing the latter with the singular form. 


The origin of ni is not clear. One could derive it from the Proto- 
Albanian adverb *nü ‘now’ identical with IE *ni (Skt ni, Gk vu and 
the like). On the other hand, we cannot ignore a certain asymmetry in 
the structure of 2 p. present of thematic stems and *-nj- stems: 


2 sg. 2 pl. 


lidh lidh-ni 
kërkon kérkon-i 
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If the form kërkoni does not continue earlier “kërkon-ni, one could 
assume that its original structure with final -7 was reinterpreted and the 
newly created morpheme -/ was transferred to other types of present. 
The element -7 could then go back to an allegro variety of EPA *ju(s) 
‘you’ normally attested as ju id. corresponding to Lith jus id., Goth jus 
id., Gk vpetc id., Skt acc. yusmën id. 


The paradigm of the thematic present of the verb Kap ‘to seize, to grasp’ 
can be reconstructed as follows: 


sg. pl. 
1 *kap-a « *kap-o-m *kap-a-me(s) « “kap-o-me(s) 
2 *kap-e(s) « *kap-e-s *kap-e(s) ni, “kap-e(s) ju 
3 *kap-e-t < *kap-e-t *Kap-a-nti < *kap-o-nti 


3.1.4.2. The athematic present has been described in 3.1.1.1. Most of its 
forms (1-3 sg. and 1, 3 pl.) stem from the primary endings (with the 
ending of the 1 pl. finding an interesting parallel in Baltic) and 
correspond to the athematic conjugation of other Indo-European 
languages. Cf. the Proto-Albanian paradigm reconstructed for the verb 
Jam “to be’. 


sg. pl. 
1 *es-mi *es-mel 
2 tes-si *es-si nil/*es-si ju 
3 *ens-ti « *es-ti *es-nti 


Other athematic presents follow the same pattern. The only interesting 
exception is thom ‘to say’ whose 3 pl. thotë cannot be derived from 
*tsansti, but rather continues "zsa(n)tz, which is historically identical 
with OPers Gatiy id. 


In contrast to the Albanian thematic present, whic originates from an 
Indo-European paradigm that has nothing to do with the present, the 
athematic present in Albanian does continue the old Indo-European 
present conjugation. 


208 CHAPTER THREE 
3.1.5. Aorist and imperfect 


3.1.5.0. From the point of view of conjugation, there are two types of 
aorists in Albanian: sigmatic and asigmatic. These two types go back to 
two different paradigms in Proto-Indo-European. The sigmatic aorist is 
athematic while the asigmatic aorist uses a set of thematic endings. 
Other tenses (such as the perfect) are built analytically and cannot be 
traced back to Proto-Albanian. 


Literature. TORP IF IV 199 (origin of - in 3 sg. aor., Baltic preterit 
compared with the asigmatic aorist, Albano-Slavic parallels in 
sigmatic aorist); MEYER A/b. Gr. 39 (imperfect in -sh- from analytical 
forms with the imperfect of verbum substantivum); JOKL IF XLIII/1 
49-51 (vocalism of the paradigm of dhashë), LAMBERTZ JF LX 303- 
304 (sources of 1 sg. aor. -a, follows MEYER in the interpretation of 
the imperfect); DOMI RES] XLV 29 (1 sg. aor. -a as an innovation 
replacing -&); SYTOV Gr. str. 197 (imperfect of jam); MANN Hist. Gr. 
150 (imperfect), 151-152, 153 (compares asigmatic aorist with the 
Italic perfect), 159 (3 sg. impf. -te explained as a pronominal element); 
DEMIRAJ Festschr. Knobloch 81-85 (on the origins of perfect of the 
habeo scriptum type). 


3.1.5.1. The initial dh- of dhashë, aorist of jap “to give”, can only be 
explained as the result of intervocalic spirantization. Its Proto- Albanian 
ancestor must have been preceded by a vowel. This vowel was likely 
EPA *e-< IE *e-, the augment attested in Indo-Iranian, Greek, Phrygian 
and Armenian. In other aoristic forms it was lost and its phonetic effects 
were obliterated. 


Singular forms of the asigmatic aorist are not very opaque. In modern 
standard Albanian, the asigmatic aorist has the following endings in the 
singular: 1 -a, 2 -e, 3 -í, e.g. the verb ‘to grasp, to seize’ will appear in 
the aorist as 1 kapa, 2 kape, 3 kapi. 


1 sg. -a can hardly be projected to the Proto-Albanian paradigm. Indeed, 
even though the paradigm of the imperfect repeats the endings of the 
asigmatic aorist, it has a different ending in 1 sg., namely, -& That may 
be be the older form of the 1 sg. aorist too. 


Only the 2 sg. is likely to be inherited directly from Proto-Albanian. As 
far as the 3 sg. is concerned, there are forms without -7 among dialects 
(i.e. kap instead of Kapi) and some variants of the literary standard 
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(mori and muarr, 3 sg. aorist of marr “to take”, doli and dual, 3 sg. 
aorist of dal ‘to go out’). Moreover, there is no -/ in the w- aorist and 
the corresponding mediopassive. In short, there are serious reasons to 
believe that the -/is secondary in the 3 sg. and that its basic form had a 
zero ending, i.e. Kap, rather than kapi. As to the origin of the morpheme 
-1, it has been suggested that it be derived from EPA “ss (indirectly?) 
from IE “is. 


In the 1 and 3 pl., the asigmatic aorist has endings, which coincide with 
those of the present. The 1 pl. réi continues thematic EPA “-a-me < 
IE *-o-me. 3 pl. -n(é) goes back to primary EPA “-a-nfi < IE *-o-nti 
(remarkably enough, Albanian has no traces of a secondary ending in 
the 3 pl. anywhere). Unlike the corresponding present form, the 2 pl. of 
the asigmatic aorist has -të derived directly from EPA “-e-te < IE Zeie 


The paradigm of the asigmatic aorist is opposed to thematic present in 
two ways: accentually, as it reflects a mobile accentual paradigm (its 
mobility caused by the augment?), and structurally, in view of the 
augment and a distinct aorist stem, at least in the more archaic stems, 
paradigm can be reconstructed as follows: 


sg. pl. 
1 *e-kap-d< *e-kap-(o)m  *e-kap-a-me < *e-kap-o-me 
2 *e-kap-é(s) < *e-kap-e-s *e-kap-e-te < *e-kap-e-te 
3 *e-kap-e-t < “e-kap-e-t *e-kap-a-nti< *e-kap-o-nti 


3.1.5.2. The paradigm of the sigmatic aorist is athematic. As already 
mentioned above, its singular is remarkably close to that of the Slavic 
sigmatic aorist, with one important exception - a different ablaut grade. 
Zero grade in the majority of Albanian forms can be explained as the 
influence of corresponding participles, cf. the participle of jap ‘to give’ 
- dhënë ~ dhané « EPA *danti< IE “do-nti-. 


At least, one form in the paradigm is asigmatic, the 2 pl. Other plural 
forms could be sigmatic or asigmatic, as we cannot make a determina- 


tion about it by phonetic means. 


A typical paradigm is represented by the aorist of jap: 
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sg. pl. 
1 dhashé« *e-dasa< *e-do-s-m dhamë< *e-da(s)me «. *e-do-(s)me 
2 dhe< *e-do(s)« *e-do-s-s dhatë< *e-da-te< *e-də-te 
3 dha< *e-da-s-t< *e-də-s-t dhanë< *e-da(s)nti< *e-do-(s)nti 


The paradigm of the sigmatic aorist in Albanian combines features 
specific to Balto-Slavic, with attributes of Southeastern Indo-European, 
such as augment. 


3.1.5.3. The endings of the imperfect are identical with those of 
asigmatic aorist. At the same time, the imperfect stem was originally 
identical with that of the present. However, at a late stage this stem was 
modified due to the expansion of the new umlaut alternation e : 7 The 
majority of imperfect stems assumed a new vowel 7 replacing the 
original vowel, EPA “e. The archaic vowel has been preserved in 
dialects. Thus, in the imperfect of jam we find standard Albanian isha 
with innovative 7 opposed to Chamian jeshë with original “e > je. 


The imperfect of jam continues the Indo-European imperfect of *es-. Its 
1 sg. isha is athematic and can be directly compared with Skt Zsam, Gk 
Do but the rest of the paradigm is thematic. Hence, the 2 sg. ishé 
represents a thematization of *e-es-s > Skt as. The conjugation of the 
imperfect can be reconstructed as follows (the second forms are 
Chamian): 


1 isha, jeshé< *esa« *es-m Ishim, Jeshém < *es-a-me < *es-o-me 
2 ishé, jeshé< *es-e(s)« *es-e-s ishit, jeshété< *es-e-te « *es-e-te 
3 ish(te)« *es-e-t< *es-e-t ishin, ishnë «. *es-a-nti £ *es-o-nti 


In the 3 sg. two variants of the imperfect coexist: ish and ishte. The 
latter is obviously secondary and results from the univerbation of the 
original imperfect form with a pronominal element te. The latter can be 
derived from EPA "rod < IE "tod, which appears in a similar function 
in the future imperative, cf. Skt Zjatad '(you/he) must lead’, Lat agito. 


The development of -s- to -sh- in the imperfect of jam is phonetically 
irregular. However, there are no reasons to reconstruct *-sj- here. 
Apparently, *-s- changed to -sh- in those imperfects (later replaced by 
new imperfect forms) where it followed “7 and *u. A similar process 
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can be observed in Slavic where the *-x- < “-s- of aorists and 
imperfects was generalized far beyond the original limits of the “ruki” 
rule. 


In several verb classes the original imperfect, e.g. “piga of pjek “to 
cook’, “ndiqa of ndjek ‘to follow’, was replaced by new forms with 
suffix -j-: piqja, ndiqja. This suffix is the result of a new morphological 
segmentation of imperfects of nj-verbs in which j was reinterpreted as 
an auxiliary morpheme of the imperfect: 


1 sg. pres. 1 sg. impf. 
kérk-oj kérk-oj-a 
kérko-j kérko-j-a 


In Geg, there exists another paradigm of an imperfect in -sh-. This 
suffix is attested in all forms except for 3 sg. where it only appears in 
some of the dialects. The suffix -sh- comes from the paradigm of the 
sigmatic aorist, as the *-axz of the Slavic imperfect. 


3.1.6. Moods: Imperative, subjunctive, optative 


3.1.6.0. Albanian non-indicative moods are mostly innovations. Only a 
small part of their structure reflects inherited Indo-European forms. 


Literature. MEYER Alb. Gr. 41 (explains optative from Latin 
plusquamperfectum), GONDA Moods 110-112 (Old Indian sub- 
junctive); KURYLOWICZ Znfl. Car. 139, MANN Hist. Gr. 163-164 
(subjunctive explained from the old optative), 164-165 (optative), 166 
(imperative); IVANOV Slav. 102 (imperative eja to Luw fja ‘come!’); 
JASANOFF Gedenkschr. Cowgill 92-112 (on IE and Tocharian 
imperatives). 


3.1.6.1. The imperative is formed from the stem of the imperfect and 
the 2 pl. present, in other words, it reflects the alternation e : / that has 
to be eliminated in the Proto-Albanian reconstruction (2.2.3.3-4). The 
old plural forms of the imperative have completely disappeared and 
have been replaced by a 2 pl. present in at However, singular forms 
may eventually be derived from Proto-Indo-European if our Proto- 
Albanian reconstructions do not include the above mentioned alter- 
nation (as well as the closely connected alternation of velars and 
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palatalized velars). If vve derive bjer(ë) and pig, imperatives of bre “to 
bring’ and pjek “to cook’, from EPA “bere and *peke (which comes 
from the phonetically expected *petse), they can be compared with such 
forms as Lat fer and Skt paca. 


The suppletive imperatives of vij ‘to come’ are of great interest. Eu 
goes back to EPA “ja with a secondary e- (under the influence of ec, 
ecëj ‘to walk’?). This Proto-Albanian form is without a doubt connected 
with IE “77-. Another imperative of vijis Tosk jak, which goes back to 
the same Indo-European root, though uses the imperative particle -k 
(also attested in ik, ikéj, see above). 


3.1.6.2. The present of subjunctive has a formal expression in a clitic të 
of pronominal origin (from EPA dat. sg. *ta/?). A considerable part of 
the old paradigm was lost and replaced by forms of the present 
indicative, with the exception of 2-3 sg. where the old endings -ësh and 
-ë were retained. These morphemes reflect a remarkable confusion of 
primary and secondary endings, as the 2 sg. lidhësh continues EPA 
“lidz-ë-si (identical with Lat 2 sg. fut. /igés) while 3 sg. /idhé can only 
reflect */dz-e-t. If we follow the widely accepted view of the archaic 
nature of secondary endings in the Old Indian subjunctive, we have to 
interpret the 3 sg. subjunctive in Albanian as an ancient Indo-European 
form while the 2 sg. should be seen as an innovation. 


In verbum substantivum we discover a somewhat different picture. In 
view of EPA "e reflecting as je (rather than *a) in the 1 sg. and 3 pl., 
we can reconstruct a thematic EPA *-a- < IE “-o- for these forms. 
Correspondingly, a thematic vowel *-e- can be reconstructed for the 2 
and 3 sg. These forms directly correspond to those of the Sanskrit 
subjunctive as-a-si and as-a-ti. The fragments of the paradigm can be 
presented as follows: 


sg. pl. 


Jem « *es-a-mi 
Jesh «. *es-e-si 
3 Jetë < *es-e-ti jenë < *es-o-nti 


N eRe 
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3.1.6.3. The present of optative is an Albanian innovation. In fact, it is 
in origin an imperfect in -sh- based on an aorist stem (or, in case of 
thematic presents, on the present stem): kéndov-sh-a> kéndofsha. 


The only important feature of the optative which is different from the 
basic imperfect paradigm is the way in which the 2 pl. is formed. Its 
ending -sh-i is derived from the 2 sg. in -sh using a secondary 
pronominal element -7, as in the 2 sg. present -(n)i. 


3.1.7. Voices: Mediopassive 


3.1.7.0. Only the present and imperfect of the mediopassive are 
synthetic forms. The rest of the mediopassive paradigm is formed 
analytically and uses a clitic u, a regular reflex of EPA *swa(m) < IE 
acc. *suom. 


Literature: Bopp 480-481 (on the origin of u); MEYER Alb. Gr. 45 
(derives present mediopassive from analytical forms consisting of the 
verb stem and present of jam); DOMI RESI XLV 31 (endings of the 
mediopassive); SYTOV Gr. str. 197 (follows MEYER); MANN Hist. Gr. 
137-139, 167-168. 


3.1.7.1. In the present of the mediopassive, the 1-3 sg. and 3 pl. directly 
or indirectly continue the Indo-European middle. The Albanian 
phonology does not allow us to find out whether the Proto-Albanian 
paradigm used primary or secondary endings of middle. The origin of 
the thematic vowel in all optative forms remains unknown. The original 
structure looked as follows: 


sg. pl. 
1 lidhem < *lidz-e-ma(1) 
2 lidhesh < *lidz-e-so(1) 
3 lidhet < *lidz-e-to(i) lidhen < *lidz-e-nto(1) 


The form of the 1 pl. in -m seems to have been influenced by the 
corresponding form of the athematic present of active. The 2 pl. mat 
while -/ has been influenced by the corresponding forms of active. 
Besides the form in -esh, the 2 sg. also has a parallel form in -e 
correlated with the 2 pl. in ent We might also expect a zero ending in 
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the 2 sg., taking into account the existence of the the 2 pl. in -/ (/idh-1, 
kap-1). All these variants remain quite unclear. 


The imperfect of the mediopassive is a newly formed paradigm 
following the pattern of sh-imperfect of active. 


Analytical forms of mediopassive are built using the reflexive pronoun 
u “sel” < EPA *wa « IE *suom. 


3.1.8. Participles 


3.1.8.0. In Albanian participles, the opposition of voice has been neu- 
tralized. The choice between active and passive meaning in a participle 
is regulated by the transitivity/intransitivity of the verb which produces 
it. In this respect, Albanian is (typologically?) similar to Anatolian. 
Historically, many different forms (participles, active and passive, as 
well as deverbative adjectives) merged in the Albanian participle. The 
participles are widely used in Albanian to create analytical verb forms. 
As a general rule, Albanian participles are based on the aorist stem, 
with the exception of aorists with lengthening (in this case, participles 
have the vocalism of the present stem). 


Literature. MEYER Alb. Gr. 51 (derives the participial suffix -në from 
IE *no-); JOKL IF XXXVII 121 (-ur ~ -un < IE *o-no-); CIMO- 
CHOWSKI Dushmani 119 (on participles in -uar ~ -uem); SCHMIDT IF 
LXIX/1 6 (Anatolian participles); KURYLOWICZ Int cat. 167; MAMP 
Baltistica YX/1 46 (follows MEYER), passim (external connections of 
Albanian participles in -m-); OREL ZfBalk XXII/1 86-87. 


3.1.8.1. Participles in -në go back to Indo-European active participles 
in *-nt- (Skt bhdrant-, Goth bairands). They are formed from sigmatic 
aorists (except for pashë): 


1 sg. aor. participle 
‘to give’ dhashé dhëne ~ dhanë < *da-nti 
‘to leave’ lashë lënë ~ lanë < *la-nti 
‘to be’ geshé géné- < *kle-nti 
*to fall” rashë réné~ < *rau-nti 


‘to say’ thashé théné ~ < *tsan(s)-nti 
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Participle in -nëis formed from Aangra (to ha “eat'): ngrënë ~ ngranë < 
*en-gra-ntl. It is also quite probable that once there existed a similar 
(athematic) participle of bie ‘to bring’, “bënë < “ber-nti. This is 
suggested by the derivative of bie - shpie ‘to bring away’, which has a 
participle shpënë < “is-ber-nti. 


The only reliable case that can be interpreted as a participle derived 
from an old verbal adjective in Ze “-to- is ratë < *rau-ta, corre- 
sponding to aor. rashé ‘to fall’. Remarkably, this aorist has another 
participle in Albanian: réné ~ rané. This pair of participles may well 
reflect the original situation in Proto-Albanian where active participles 
in *-nf- were opposed to passive participles in “-to-. 


3.1.8.2. In a few cases Tosk preserves participles in -ré £ *na < IE 
*.no- (Gk otuyvoc ‘hated’, orapvoc ‘scattered’), cf. vras ‘to kill’ - 
vrarë, blej “to sell’ - blerë. It is believed by some that a productive type 
of participles in -ur ~ -un is related to participle in “-no- going back to 
*-o-no-. However, this would be phonetically impossible. 


Various asigmatic aorists, dental aorists, as well as aorists in *-w- 
produce participles in -ur ~ -un. The morpheme appears to continue the 
zero grade of the nominal suffix *-yen- as preserved in Skt Zyun- ‘life’ 
vs. full-grade pivan- ‘fat’. 


Verbs in Zar as well as verbs with a vocalic auslaut, have different 
types of participles in Tosk and Geg. In Tosk, -r £ *-no- is added to the 
aorist stem: *puno-v-r > punuar, In Geg the same stem is followed by 
-m continuing deverbative adjectives in *-mo-: *puno-v-m > punuem. It 
seems probable that while Geg retains an archaic participle in this case, 
Tosk has substituted its forms in *-mo- with newer forms in *-no-. In 
Geg, however, there existed a similar tendency that led to the 
contamination of participles in “-mo- and participles in -ur ~ -un, cf. for 
example the participle of pi ‘to drink’ - pi-m-un based on pi-m(ë). 
Albanian participles in *-mo- are close to the passive participles of 
Balto-Slavic (cf. Lith nësamas, Slav *nesoms “brought') as well as to 
the Luwian participles in -(a)ma (cf. Luw kesama ‘combed’). 


3.1.8.3. In Albanian, there exist so-called “short” participles. They end 
in -ëand have the vocalism of the present: djeg ‘to burn’ - djegë, bëj “to 
do, to make’- bërë. Such forms seem to continue oxytonic Proto- 
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Albanian nouns with e-grade vocalism: djegë < EPA “dega. It is 
possible, however, that the root vowel in such nouns is secondary and 
must be explained as a result of the influence of the finite forms. If EPA 
“degais derived from IE *dhog‘hos, the “short” participles could reflect 
Indo-European oxytonic nomina agentis similar to Gk TOLOG. 


3.2. Noun 


3.2.0. The Albanian nominal system has radically reduced the original 
Indo-European declension types and lost several important grammemes 
typical of Indo-European paradigms. On the other hand, new gramma- 
tical meanings were developed in Proto-Albanian (such as the opposition 
of definite and indefinite) and new productive types of nouns came to 
dominate the formation of substantives and adjectives. 


3.2.1. Nominal stems 


3.2.1.0. Several Indo-European stem types were altogether lost in 
Proto-Albanian. Other types—even though productive—were subjected 
to reshuffling and merged with less productive types at the very begin- 
ning of the development of Proto-Albanian. 


In Proto-Albanian, there remained three types of nominal stems: o- 
stems, 4-stems and 7-stems. The latter, whose reconstruction can only be 
occasionally corroborated by such features as umlaut or the reflection 
of the root vowel *e, merged with o- and 4-stems at a very early stage. 
Other types of stems were not preserved in Proto-Albanian, at least not 
in their immediate form. 


Literature: PEDERSEN KZ XXXIV 283-291 (Indo-European origin of 
Albanian neuter); JOKL Studien 102-103 (stems in -;a reflected as Alb 
-), LKUBA 65 (i-stem in natë), SANDFELD LBalk 139 (neuter nouns 
in Balkan languages); ToGEBY Cahiers Puşcariu Il 121-131 (neuter in 


Albanian and Rumanian); CIMOCHOWSKI LP III 161 (7-stems changing 
to a-stems in Albanian), IV 189-207 (follows JOKL Studien); PISANI 
Saggi 99 (reconstructs *-o- in Albanian r- and z-stems); ÇABEJ LP VII 
145-200, VIII 71-132 (singularization in Albanian); MANN Hist. Gr. 
48-90; HAMP KZ LXVII 254 (7-stem in natë), DEMIRAJ Probl. hist. 
355-374 (Romance influence on the formation of Albanian neuter); 
DESNICKAJA Gr. str. 33 (on natë), 42-43 (nouns in -/ « “-19), passim 
(singularization); GEORGIEV 7rakite 233 (follows PISANI); SARAPOVA 
RB 145-170 (neuter in Balkan Romance and Albanian). 
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3.2.1.1. In very rare cases a consonant stem remained morphologically 
intact in Proto-Albanian: 


dhe ‘earth, land’ < EPA “azo reflecting IE *dhghom ‘earth’: Hitt 
tekan, Toch A tkam, B kem, Skt ksam-, Gk x6ov. 


The majority of older consonant stems were redistributed between o- 
and 7o-stems, on the one hand, and 4-stems, on the other. The following 
cases are examples of new o- and so-stems replacing consonant stems: 


dru ‘tree; wood’ < EPA *druwa < IE *dru- id. (Slav *drevo ‘wood’, 
Skt dru-id., Av dru- id., Gk dpuc ‘tree, oak’). 

gjë ~ gjë ‘thing’< EPA "sana < *san(s) Gmc *sdnp ‘true’ (ON 
sannr, sadr, OE soo). 

madh “big, large'« EPA *madza: Skt mdhi- ‘great, large’, Gk 
weyac id., neut. péya. 

muaj ~ muej ‘month’ < EPA *mosnja, from the metathesis of IE 

*mens- “moon, month” (Skt mas-, Gk unv, Lat ménsis, Olr mi). 

njeri, OAlb njer “man, person, human being’ < EPA “zera: Skt nár- 
‘man’, Gk avnp id. 


In other cases we find 7-stems substituting root stems in Albanian: 


derë ‘door’ < EPA *dwora < IE *dhuer- id. (Skt dvar-, Gk Bupa, 
Toch B twere). 
doré ‘hand’ < EPA *da(s)ra < IE *6hesr- id. (Gk x&ip, Hitt kessar, 
Arm jern). 
dhallë ‘buttermilk’ < EPA “dzala « *dzalakt. Gk yaa id. 
krye ‘head’ < EPA *kra(s)na: Gk k«pavoc kebahn. 
thëri ~ thëni ‘louse’ < EPA *tsanida< *tsanid-, cf. Gk kovic ‘nit’. 


Heteroclitic stems changed to 7-stems: 


elb ‘barley’ < EPA "albi. Gk adi ‘kind of grain’. 
eshtë ‘fibre, muscle fibre’ < EPA *astr: Skt ásthi id. 


The case of the word for ‘night’ which became an 7-stem is discussed 
below, together with the other 7-stems. The change of the morphological 
type took place on the areal Indo-European scale rather than in Proto- 
Albanian itself. 
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3.2.1.2. Stems in sonorants became o-stems. In all such cases, the suffix 
is attested in the e-grade, i.e. with the vocalization of oblique cases. 
dimër ~ dimén ‘winter’ < EPA *deimena: Skt héman loc. ‘in 
winter’, Gk xetua ‘winter’. 
dhëndër ~ dhandér ‘bridegroom, son-in-law’ < EPA *dzanra < 
IE *$ener- ‘son-in-law’ (Lat gener). 
emër ~ emën ‘name’ < EPA *enmena close to Slav “jeme id. 
gjarpër ~ gjarpén ‘snake’ < EPA *serpena < IE*serp- ‘to crawl’ 
(Lat serpens ‘snake, serpent’, serpo ‘to crawl’). 
ketér ‘squirrel, dormouse’ < EPA *kok-ter. Lith *kuokas ‘dance’ 
(reconstructed from Kuokiné ‘dancing party’) and Slav *skakati 
“to jump, to spring’. 


Only feminine animate substantives retained their original (semantically 
motivated) gender and appear as Albanian 4-stems: 


motër ‘sister’ < EPA “mater < IE *mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 


In one case, the form of the nominative of a stem in a sonorant was 
generalized and the word merged with the 4-stems: 


rrymë ‘flow (of water) < EPA “srëma replacing *sriima < IE 
žsrūmn. Gk peùua “stream”, ON straumr id., Lith sraumuð 
‘fast stream’. 


3.2.1.3. Stems in -es- were lost. In the nominative, they looked like o- 
stems, which led to their complete merger with the latter. Cf. the 
following examples: 


ang ‘fear, nightmare’ < EPA *anga(s) corresponding to Skt ámhas- 
‘fear’, Lat angor ‘unrest, fear’ < “anghos. 

end ‘pollen’< EPA “anda(s): Skt dndhas- ‘herb’, Gk &vðoc 
‘flower’. 

ethe ‘fever’ < EPA *aida(s): Skt édhas- ‘firewood, fuel’, Gk aoc 
‘fire’. 

hi~ lí ‘ash’ < EPA *skina(s): Lat cinis ‘dust, ash’ < *cenes-. 

vit, vjet ‘year’< EPA *weta(s): Gk £toc id. 
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Zjarr ‘fire’ < EPA “dera < IE *e'heres- (Skt haras- ‘flame, heat’, 
Gk 8époc ‘summer’, Arm jer id.). 


3.2.1.4. Stems in -u- and in -i- were not preserved either. They were 
substituted by o- and 4-stems: 


acar ‘steel’ < EPA "atsara ‘sharp’ < “afsaru- Lith asrüs ‘sharp’, 
Slav “ostra id. 
mjekër ‘chin, beard’< EPA *smekrà « “smekru-: Skt smásru- id. 


The word for ‘mother-in-law’ was morphonologically changed under 
the influence of the masculine form *swetsura> vjehërr ‘father-in-law’: 


vjehërr ‘mother-in-law’ < EPA *swexurda (with assimilation from 
expected *swetsura) < IE “suekri- (Skt svasrif- mother-in-law’, 
Lat socrus id.). 


3.2.1.5. As we have mentioned above, 7-stems presumably existed in 
Proto-Albanian even though we can only identify some of them by 
traces of umlaut and other phonetic features. In Late Proto-Albanian, 7- 
stems were redistributed between o- and (less frequently) 4-stems. Cf. 
several examples of stems changed to o-stems: 


gur ‘stone, rock’ < EPA *gura< “guri < IE *e'era- ‘mountain’ (Skt 
girt-, Av gairi-, Lith giria ‘wood’, Latv dziria id., Slav *eora 
‘mountain, wood’). 

kri ~ kit ‘woodworm, moth’ < EPA “Kriva <*kriwi, to IE *k‘rur- 
(Slav *cerve ‘worm’ ). 

krimb ~ krym ‘worm’ < EPA *krima < “krimi (with unexplained 
Geg y) < IE “Krmi-id. (Skt kími-, Lith kirmis). 

ledh ‘mud, alluvium, clay; wall, earth mound; river-mouth, balk’ < 
EPA */aida: OPrus /aydis ‘clay’. 

mot ‘time, weather, storm, thunderbolt’ < EPA *mati-: Skt māti- 
‘measure’, Gk UNTIG id., 

vesh ‘ear’ < EPA *wausa « *wausr. Lat auris, Lith ausis, Latv auss. 

Zot ‘lord, master, god’ < EPA *w(i)ts-pata < *w(i)ts-patt. Skt vis- 
pati- ‘lord of the house’. 


Some other “stems changed to 7-stems: 
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besë ‘pledge, truce, trust’< EPA “baitsa «*baitsí Gk miotIG 
‘faithful, trustworthy’. 

botë ‘world’ < EPA *bwata «*bwatr. Skt bhütr- ‘existence’, Lith 
bütisid., Ir buith id. 

gjollé ‘clearing or pasture where salt is strewn for sheep; patch of 
ground for sowing’ < EPA *sa/a< “salr. Slav *solp ‘salt’. 

ditë ‘day’ < EPA “dita « *ditr Gmc *tidiz ‘time’ (OHG zit, OE tid) 
and Skt diti ‘brightness, splendor’. 

natë ‘night’ < EPA *nakta < “nakti- corresponding to Lith naktis, 
Lett nakts, OPrus naktin, Slav *nokt s. 

boté « EPA *bwati, cf. Skt bhütr- ‘existence’, Lith būts id., Ir buith 
id. 

gjollë, pl. gjollë ‘clearing or pasture where salt is strewn for sheep; 
patch of ground for sowing’ < EPA “sarr, cf. Slav “sos ‘salt’. 


Proto-Albanian 7-stems included a group of numerals in -të £ *-ti, which 
correspond to Sanskrit decads in -£- (sasti- ‘six tens’ and the like), as 
well as the word for ‘twenty’: 


gjashtë ‘six’ < EPA "sekstr-, close to Skt sas-, Gk KË, Lat sex. 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA “aktori: Skt astë, Arm owt; Gk OKTOJ. 

nëntë ~ nand ‘nine’ < EPA *neunti- (with analogical restructuring 
in Tosk), to Skt nva, Lat novem, Goth niun. 

dhjetë ‘ten’ < EPA *dets(a)tr. Skt dasa, Gk deka, Lat decem. 

Shtatë ‘seven’ < EPA *septati- corresponding to Skt sang, Gk 
erra, Lat septem. 

zet ‘twenty’ < EPA *w(i)tsati < IE “uikmti id. (Skt virisati-, Gk 
elkoot, Lat viginti). 


Indo-European stems in *-7é are represented in Early Proto-Albanian as 

stems in *-72: 

buzë ‘lip, end, edge, bank, stitch, rock’ < EPA *budja: Lith budë 
‘tree-fungus, tinder, whet-stone'. 


3.2.1.6. One of the most productive morphological types in Albanian is 
represented by the masculine o-stems. Many o-stems have been inher- 
ited from Indo-European. Cf. several typical examples: 
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dash ‘ram’ < EPA *dausa < IE*dhouso- ~ *dheuso- (Goth dius 
‘wild animal’, Lith pl. daásos ‘paradise’, Slav “duxg ‘breath, 
spirit"). 

dem “young bull” < EPA “dama: Olr dam ‘ox’ and Gk 8apados 
‘calf’. 

dhëmb ~ dhamb ‘tooth’ < EPA *dzamba < IE *gombho- ‘peg, tooth’ 
(Skt jambha- ‘bit, peg’, Gk youdoc ‘peg’, Toch A kam ‘tooth’, 
B keme id., Latv zuobs id., Slav *zobz id.). 

gardh ‘fence’ < EPA “garda: Goth gards ‘house’, Lith gardas 
‘fence’, Slav *gordz ‘town, fence’. 

gjak ‘blood’ < EPA *saka: Gk ona: ‘juice’, Lith sakaf ‘resin’, Slav 
*sokz ‘juice’. 

jerm ‘delirium, absent-mindedness’ < EPA*erma: Lith efmas 
“monster”, Latv erms ‘wonderful apparition’. 

kérr ‘donkey, ass, foal, gray’ < EPA “kara: Skt Khara- ‘donkey’, Av 
xaroid., Scyth *xara, Osset xereg id. 

shteg ‘path, road < EPA *staiga < IE *stoigho- ‘way’ (Gk oTOIXOG 
‘row, line’, Goth staiga ‘way’, Latv staiga ‘walking’, siga 
“path”, Slav *stsza id.). 

ujk ‘wolf < EPA *(w)ulka < IE “ulk'os id. (Skt vrka-, Gk Xukoc, Lat 
lupus, Goth wulfs). 


Stems in *o- are a productive subgroup of o-stems. The following 
examples illustrate this type: 


derr ‘pig’ < EPA “darja: Gk xoipoc id. < IE “Shorios. 

duaj ~ duej ‘sheaf’ < EPA *donja Skt dhanë ‘grain, cereals’, 
dhanyá- ‘grain’, Lith difona ‘bread’. 

huaj ~ huej ‘foreign, strange’ < EPA *kson(w)ja. Gk Eevoc, Dor 

Ecvroc ‘stranger, guest’. 

hu ~ hû ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ < EPA *skuja: Slav “xuje 
“penis”. 

keq ‘bad, evil’ < EPA *kakja: Gk kako “bad”. 

mëz ~ maz ‘foal’ < EPA “mandja, derived from mënd ‘to feed, to 
suckle’ < IE *mazd-. 

nus ‘thread, string’ < EPA *snutja: Skt snëvan- ‘band, sinew’. 


3.2.1.7. Many Albanian 4-stems continue similar Indo-European forms. 
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halë ‘fish bone, splinter; pine’ < EPA *ska/a: Lith skara ‘stick of 
firewood’, Latv ska/a ‘splinter (used to furnish light)’. 

krodhé ‘beehive’ < EPA *krada: Slav *krada ‘heap, pile’. 

lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material’ < EPA */enta: Gmc *lendð 
‘linden’ (OHG Zinta, OE Jind), Lith /entà ‘board’, Slav 

lërë ~ Ilané ‘forearm, ell’ < EPA “alena: Gk coNËVN) “elbovv”, Lat 
ulna, OHG elina. 

mjegull ‘cloud’ < EPA *megla: Gk outxAn ‘fog, mist’, Lith migla 
id., Slav “megla ‘darkness, mist’. 

rrudhë ‘wrinkle’ < EPA *rudza: Lat rüga id. 

tollë ‘bald spot; drum membrane’ < EPA *fas/a < “tëksia: Lat tēla 
‘cloth’, OHG dehsala ‘axe’, Slav *tes/a id. 

thekë ‘fringe’ < EPA *tsaka: Skt sakha ‘branch’, Lith saka id. 

ve ‘widow’ < EPA *widewa: Skt vidhava id., Lat vidua id., Goth 
widuwo id. 


Stems in “së are also well attested in Albanian. Cf. the following 
examples: 


dosé ‘pig, sow’ < EPA *da(ya < IE “dhë(1)- ‘to suckle’. 

enjë ‘juniper, yew’ < EPA “azenja related to the Germanic word for 
‘oak’: ON eik, OHG eih. 

enjë ~ êjë ‘dairy goat’ < EPA *agnja: Gk ajvoc ‘lamb’, Lat agnus 
id. 

mjalcë ‘bee’ < EPA “melitja: Gk u£Aiooa < *yuéAixja id. 

vise ‘place’ < EPA *witsja < IE “ueikia similar to Gk oikia 
‘dwelling, house’. 


A few old masculine o-stems changed to 4-stems in Albanian. This 
process may be somehow connected with the fate of old neuter o-stems 
in Albanian (see below). Cf. the following examples: 


kohë ‘time’ < EPA *kaxa: Slav “casz id. 
lapé ‘hard piece of meat or skin; peritoneum; leaf < EPA */apa: 
Lith /ápas ‘leaf’, Gk Xorrog ‘shell, husk, bark’. 


There are also examples of the reverse development, an à-stem yielding 
an o-stem in Albanian: 


ag ‘twilight, dusk’ < EPA *auga < IE *aug- (Gk out ‘ray of light’). 
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kulp, kulpér ~ kulpën ‘ivy, clematis’ < EPA*kulpa: Lith Gina 
‘loop’, Latv ci/pa id. 

pidh ‘female pudenda’ < EPA *p(ejizda: Slav *pizda id. and OPrus 
peisda ‘bottom’. 


3.2.1.8. Indo-European neuter plural o-stems were reinterpreted as 
feminine 7-stems in Proto-Albanian: 


baltë ‘swamp, marsh, dirt, earth’ < EPA “balta < IE *bholatom id. 
(Slav *bolto, cf. Lith baltas ‘white’ ). 

bimë ‘plant’ < EPA “bima < IE *bhiimom ( Gk duua id.). 

darkë ‘supper’< EPA “darka < IE “dork'om reflected in Gk dopTTOV 
id. 

ëndërr ~ andërr ‘dream, sleep’ < EPA *anrja < IE “oneriom (Gk 
Oveipov, Ovelpoc, Arm anovr)). 

fjalë ‘word, speech, tale’ < EPA “spela: Gmc “spellan (Goth spill 
“story, fable’, ON spjall “story, speech’, OE spe//id., OHG spel, 
spellid.) and Arm araspel ‘fable’. 

hirrë ‘whey’ < EPA *ksira: Skt ksīrá- ‘milk’, Osset cexsir id. 

hudhër ‘garlic’ < EPA *skurda: Gk okopodov id. 


Under the influence of East Balkan Romance, Late Proto-Albanian 
developed a new grammatical (syntactic) category—neuter of sub- 
stantives. These nouns, whose singulars were masculine but plurals 
feminine, absorbed some of the old Indo-European neuters. However, 
there was no direct connection between the Indo-European neuter and 
the new Proto-Albanian neuter insofar as many masculines and 
feminines were involved in the formation of the new neuter (corre- 
sponding to the semantic category of “definite mass”) from the very 
beginning. Cf. a few examples of old neuters functioning as neuters in 
Albanian: 


ballë ‘forehead’ < EPA “hala, to Skt bhala- id., OPrus ballo id. 

drithë ‘grain’ < EPA “dritsa < IE*ghrzd- (Lat hordeum ‘barley’, 
OHG gersta id.). 

grurë ~ gruné ‘wheat < EPA *gruna < IE*gfnom ‘grain’ (Lat 
granum, Olr grán, Goth kaurn, Lith Zirnis, Slav *zerno). 


3.2.1.9. Numerous plural stems were singularized in Proto-Albanian as 
a result of Late Proto-Albanian umlaut. Umlaut created paradigms in 
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which the stem of the plural was differentiated from that of the singular. 
Such irregularity was often neutralized by means of generalization; 
plural stems often ousted their singular counterparts. This process can 
be illustrated by the history of the word fer ‘bull’. 


sg. pl. 
Stage I Ftaura *faural 
"fara "farai 
Stage II "fara "ferai 
Stage III fer terë 


Likevvise, singular stems ousted plural stems in the same fashion, 
though this process vvas less frequent. Cf. the history of the vvord drang 
“pole”: 


sg. pl. 
Stage I *dranga *drangal 
Stage III *dranga *drengai 
Stage IV drang drangj 


However, both tendencies did not cover all Albanian nouns with umlaut. 
Some of them retained the paradigm with vocalic alternation, cf. gardh 
‘fence’: 


sg. pl. 
Stage I “garda “garda 
Stage III “garda *oerdai 
Stage IV gardh gjerdhe 


3.2.1.10. The majority of Latin loanwords were morphologically 
adapted in Proto-Albanian according to their declension types. Nouns of 
the 1st declension appear as 4-stems in Albanian: 


armë ‘weapon’ © Lat arma id. 

bishé ‘beast, wild animal’ © Lat béstia id. 

bukë ‘bread; meal, meal-time? € Lat bucca ‘mouth’ (in Balkan 
Romance, ‘food’). 
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bulé ‘bud’ © Lat bulla ‘bubble, boss, knob’. 

detyrë ‘duty, debt 4 Rom *debitira id. 

fëmijë ‘child, family, spouse’ € Lat familia ‘family’. 

furké ‘distaff, fork’ € Lat furca ‘fork’. 

fushë ‘plain, open field, meadow’ © Lat fossa ‘ditch, trench, 
gutter’. 

luftë ‘fight, war’ © Lat /ucta ‘wrestling’, cf. Rum /upta ‘fight’. 

pjergull ‘vine-arbor, pergola’ © Lat pergula ‘shed, booth, vine- 
arbor’. 


Masculine nouns of the 2nd declension became o-stems in Albanian: 


ark ‘bow’ © Lat arcus id. 

flok ‘hair’ € Lat Hoccus ‘lock, flock’. 

fund ‘bottom, end’ « Lat fundus ‘bottom’. 

gusht ‘August’ € Lat augustus id. 

mars ‘March’ © Lat Martius id. 

modh ‘bushel’ 4 Lat modus ‘measure’. 

murg ~ mung ‘monk’ © Lat monachus id. 

pus ‘well, fountain’ € Lat puteus ‘well’. 

shesh ‘plain, plane, flatness, square’ © Lat sessus ‘seat’. 
ves ‘bad habit’ € Lat vitium ‘fault, defect, vice’. 


Most neuter nouns of the 2nd declension became o-stems too: 


dëm ~ dam ‘damage’ € Lat damnum ‘hurt, harm, damage’. 

fat ‘fate; bridegroom, husband, friend’ © Lat fatum id. 

fshat ‘village’ © Lat fossatum ‘ditch’, *‘surrounded by a ditch’. 
gaz ‘joy, laughter’. © Lat gaudium ‘joy’. 

kangjel ‘song’ © Rom “canticellum id. 

lardh ‘fat-laden bacon’ © Lat /aridum, lardum id. 

qiell ‘sky, heaven’ © Lat cae/um id. 

shqyt ‘shield’ © Lat scütum id. 


Exceptions are rare: 


grëmëratë ‘beestings, clots of curdled milk’ © Lat glomeratum, 
participle of g/omerare ‘to wind into a ball, to gather into a 
round heap’. 

këngë ~ kangë ‘song’ © Lat canticum id. 

peshë ‘weight; stone, boulder’ € Lat pensum id. 
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Latin neuter inanimate substantives often turned into nevv Albanian 
neuter forms. Cf. a typical example: 


vaj~ voj ‘oil’ @ Lat oleum id. 
Nearly all nouns of the 3d declension became o-stems in Albanian: 


bulbër 'street-dust' © Lat pulverem ‘dust’. 

dragua ~ dra(n)gue ‘dragon’ = Rom *dranconem, cf. Lat draconem 
id. 

erigj ‘flock, herd’ o Lat gregem id. 

ligj ‘law’ © Lat /ége(m) id. 

mend ‘mind’ € Lat mentem id. 

pag ‘peace’ © Lat pacem id. 

prind ‘father, parent’ © Lat parentem id. 

qytet ‘city’ 4 Lat civitate(m) id. 

tmerr ‘horror, fright’ € Lat morem id. 

turp ‘shame’ © Lat turpe id. 


Cf. an exceptional case of a noun of the 3d declension adapted as an à- 
stem: 


Shtijë ‘spear, ray’ © Lat Aastile ‘spear’. 


3.2.1.11. In some cases, the morphological type of the loanword was 
determined not by the stem of the source-word but by its reinterpreted 
nominative. In other cases, nominatives ending in -r and -n were erro- 
neously treated as Albanian plurals. New nominative singulars were 
then back formed. Cf. the following examples: 


javë ‘week’ © Lat hebdomas id. 

kulm ‘ridge, peak; wave’ © Lat cu/men id. 
mbret ‘king’ € Lat imperator ‘emperor’. 

shat ‘hoe’ & Lat sector ‘cutter’. 

shemé ‘swarm (of bees)’ € Lat examen ‘swarm’. 


3.2.1.12. Slavic loanwords were morphologically adapted in a way 
quite similar to that of Latin. Slavic feminina appear in Albanian as z- 
stems: 
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nevojë ‘need’ 4 Slav *nevol a ‘lack of freedom, necessity’. 
pelené ‘diaper’ € Slav “pelena “cover, napkin’. 

pjavicë ‘leech’ © Slav *pijavica id. 

raqitë ‘broom (bush)' € Slav *orkyta id. 

reké ‘brook, rivulet’ © Slav *réka ‘river’. 

repé ‘turnip’ € Slav *répa id. 

serë ‘tar’ & Slav *séra ‘sulphur’. 

verigé ‘chain ring’ © Slav *veriga ‘chain’. 

vérsé ~ vércé ‘age’ © Slav “versta ‘age, kind, kin’. 


Slavic masculine o-stems remained o-stems in Albanian: 


kaç ‘weaver’ © Slav *takacs id. 

lik level’ © Slav */iks ‘face, surface’. 

nemec ‘dumb, stuttering person’ & Slav *némucz id. 

oborr ‘yard, court’ © Slav “obvors id. 

pelin ‘wormwood’ © Slav *pelyns id. 

red ‘row’ © Slav *reds id. 

rrasoll ‘pickles’ © Slav *orzso/z ‘pickles; brine’. 

shap “disease of the cattle, Aphta epizootic? © Slav “sapo 
“glanders”. 

ugar “land unused for two years’ © Slav *ugars ‘fallow ground’. 

Zabel ‘little wood’ © Slav *zabéls id. 

Zheg ‘heat’ © Slav "Zegz id. 


Neuter substantives borrowed from Slavic became Albanian 4-stems: 


lijé ‘smallpox’ € Slav */ixo ‘evil’ 

metale ‘snow-drift € Slav “metadlo ‘heap’. 

mitë ‘bribe, tip’ & Slav “myto ‘payment’. 

sanë ‘hay’ € Slav *séno id. 

sité ‘sieve’ © Slav *sito id. 

ulishté “small tub’ © Slav *ulisce, derivative of “ulje ‘hive; 
trough’. 

vedër ‘pail (for milk)’ € Slav *védro ‘pail’. 


In a few cases, especially in early loanwords, the gender of Slavic 
words was changed: 
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Hohé ‘rain with snow, snow broth, dampness’ © Slav “oj 
*'anything liquid’ > ‘fat, lard’. 

pleng ‘bandage’ © Slav *pel(e)nbka id. 

ravë ‘path (in mountains or snow)’ © Slav *rovz ‘ditch’. 

ravgé ‘path (in mountains)’ 4 Slav *roveks ‘ditch’. 


Occasionally, the plural forms of Slavic loanwords were reanalyzed as 
singulars as in the following example: 


virua ~ virue ‘brook, rivulet’ © Slav pl. *virove of *vire ‘whirl- 
pool, water-pit’. 


3.2.2. Formation of the plural 


3.2.2.0. In Proto-Albanian (as well as in modern Albanian) the plural 
stems of most substantives are identical with the singular stems and 
belong to the same paradigm (see 3.2.3). In Proto-Albanian, nouns often 
developed new plural stems by the reanalysis of old derivational 
suffixes. Such new plurals were derived from the original singulars by 
means of special suffixes. 


Literature: MEYER Ab. St. I passin, JOKL LKUBA 45 (plurals in -z-), 
191-192 (on plurals in -inj), Mélanges Pedersen 135-136 (plural in 
-m-); CIMOCHOWSKI BUSAT XIII 47 (Illyrian parallels to plurals in 
-inj), CAMAJ Alb. Wortb. 124-129 (plural in -z-); ÇABEJ Sr III 309- 
402; DESNICKAJA Gr. sir. 26-27 (-ra ~ -na created on the basis of pl. 
emér-a ~ emën-a restructured as emé-ra ~ emé-na; plural in -ër ~ -ën 
of Latin loanwords); MANN Hist. Gr. 90-99; LAZZERONI SSL VI 96- 
115 (on IE *-sdjo-). 


3.2.2.1. One of the most productive plural suffixes is -ra ~ -na. It forms 
plurals which consist of two semantic groups: body parts and material 
substantives. 


The first group is relatively small: 
asht > eshtra ~ eshténa ‘bone’ 


gisht > gishtëra ~ gishtna finger, thumb’ 
pidh > pidhéra ~ pidhna ‘female pudenda’ 
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The second group includes a considerable number of substantives 
denoting various materials and other uncountables: 


bar > barëra ~ baréna ‘grass’ 

borë > boréra~ borna ‘snow’ 

djathë > djathëra ~ djathna ‘cheese’ 

drithë > drithëra ~ drithna ‘grain’ 

dhe > dhera ~ dhena ‘earth, land’ 

dhjamë > dhjaméra ~ dhjamna ' (animal) fat, lard, suet, tallow’ 
elb > elbëra ~ elbéna ‘barley’ 

erë > erëra ~ eréna ‘wind’ 

flakë > Hakëra ~ flakéna ‘flame’ 

frag > fraqra ~ fraqna ‘biting cold, frost’ 

fshat > fshatra ~ fshatna ‘village’ 

gram > gramra ~ gramna ‘couch-grass, knot-grass’ 
gjak > gjakra ~ gjakna ‘blood’ 

kripë ~ krypë > kripëra ~ krypna ‘salt’ 

lesh > leshra ~ leshna ‘wool, fleece, hair’ 
méndatsh > mëndatshra ~ méndafshna ‘silk’ 

miell > miellra~ mielina ‘flour’ 

mish > mishra ~ mishna ‘flesh, meat’ 

mut > mutra ~ mutna ‘excrement’ 

pleh - pléh > plehra ~ plëhna ‘sweepings, dung, rubbish’ 
qelb > qelbra ~ gelbna ‘pus’ 

shi > shira ~ shina ‘rain’ 

shpirt > shpirtéra ~ shpirtna ‘soul, spirit’ 

Shtat > shtatra ~ shtatna ‘figure, image’ 

ujë > ujëra ~ ujna ‘water’ 

Vaj~ voj > vajra~ vojna ‘oil’ 


This morpheme might be derived from an old collective suffix “-in-a, 
which is attested in Gk (Ion-Att) mun, Lat -ina, Lith -yna, Slav -ina. 
Thus, the plural of bar ‘grass’, baréra ~ baréna, could be historically 
identical with Lat farina ‘flour’, derived from far “sort of grain, spelt’. 


3.2.2.2. Another important type of plural is characterized by the suffix 
-ër ~ -ën. This type includes numerous masculine Latin and Slavic 


loanwords denoting human beings: 


dreq > dreqër ~ dreqën ‘devil’ 


230 CHAPTER THREE 


kaç > keçër ~ kecén ‘weaver’ 

kunat > kunetér ~ kunetén ‘brother-in-law’ 

lab > lebër ~ lebën ‘Lab, inhabitant of Laberia’ 
mbret > mbretër ~ mbretén “king” 

nip > nipér ~ nipén ‘nephew, grandson’ 

prind > prindër ~ prindén ‘father, parent’ 


Somewhat rarer are those nouns of the same semantic category (most of 
them—kinship terms), which belonged to the original Indo-European 
lexicon: 


até > etér ~ atén, etén ‘father’ 
gjysh > gjyshër ~ gjyshën ‘grandfather’ 
vélla > véllezér ~ véllazén ‘brother’ 


Words of different semantic categories are few: 


ris » risër ~ risén ‘lynx’ 
shtrat > shtretér ~ shtretén ‘bed; layer’ 
ujk > ujqër ~ ujgén ‘wolf? 


It seems that the oldest forms of this kind are represented by the old 
kinship terms inherited from Indo-European (even though in vé//a this 
type of plural is clearly secondary, cf. below). In these words, the 
ending -ër ~ ën seems to stem from EPA *-in-a < IE *-ino- (Gk 
BuBAivoc ‘made of papyrus’, xUTpIvoc ‘of clay’, Lith duksinas 
‘golden’, Slav “vëcang “eternal'). Phonetically, the ending -ér ~ -ën 
causes umlaut. A close parallel of this type of plural can be found 
between efër ~ atén, etén ‘fathers’ < EPA “afina and the Slavic relative 
adjective "often ‘father’s, paternal’ corresponding to *ofscz ‘father’. 


3.2.2.3. In several nouns, we find plurals in -inj 


bosht > boshtinj ‘spindle, axis, axle’ 
drapër ~ drapén > drapinj, dërpënj ‘sickle’ 
Koc > kocinj ‘bone, skull’ 

krimb ~ krym > kérminj ‘worm’ 

prift > priftinj ‘priest’ 

stap » stapinj ‘stick, staff” 


MORPHOLOGY 231 
A rare form of this plural suffix is -ény, -eny. 


lëmë ~ lamë > lëmënj ~ lamënj, lëmenj ~ lamenj ‘threshing- 
floor’ 

lumë > lumenj ‘river’ 

plat» plëfënj ‘wool blanket, rug’ 


This suffix can be compared with Latin collective nouns in -nzum, as 
well as with Illyrian -inium attested in place-names, cf. Delminium. 


The regular plural of nouns with stems ending in -n has -njin modern 
Albanian, due to the Late Proto-Albanian palatalization of *-n-ai> *-n-i 
> -nj (see 1.4.4.7). As a result, -/ has become a plural suffix. It clearly 
has no historical connection with -inj 


bli - bit > blinj ‘linden’ 

dragua ~ dra(n)gue > dragonj ~ drangoj ‘dragon’ 
katua ~ katue > katonj ‘stable, basement, cellar’ 

mi~ mi > minj ‘mouse’ 

përrua ~ pérrue > përrenj, pérronj ‘brook; river-bed’ 
rémér ~ rémen > réménj ‘Valachian; shepherd’ 

thua ~ thue > thoj~ thonj (finger) nail’ 


3.2.2.4. Several plural suffixes are very rare. In two words, plurals are 
formed by means of -ëz— -ez ~ -az. 


njeri > njerëz ‘man, person, human being’ 
vélla > véllezér ~ véllazén ‘brother’ 


This suffix can be compared with the suffix of abstracta -zé. 


In one case, plurality is expressed by the suffix -m < EPA *-ma< IE *- 
mo-. 


djalé > djem, djelm ‘boy, youth’ 


The adjectival derivative in *- has been reanalyzed as the plural 
marker in the following case: 


shpend > shpezë ‘fowl’ 
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3.2.3. Declension 


3.2.3.0. The Proto-Albanian declensional system is reflected in the 
modern Albanian “indefinite” declension, though not the “definite” 
declension, which has a different origin. Adjectives lost the entire 
declensional system, retaining only the opposition of singular and plural 
forms; in Old Albanian the declension of adjectives corresponded to that 
of nouns. 


The “indefinite” declension in Albanian, as well as its Proto-Albanian 
source, represent a fragmentary continuation of the Indo-European 
nominal system. Only o-stems have preserved a considerable part of 
their original endings. The -stems paradigm has been heavily in- 
fluenced by that of the o-stems. Only traces of other declensional types 
have been retained. The adjectival declension has been reduced to the 
opposition of singular and plural in modern Albanian, while cases other 
than the nominative have been lost. 


Literature: BOPP 52 (loc. pl. -esh < “-oi-su), TORP apud DEMIRAJ 
Mort. hist. 68 (obl. -i from IE loc. Ze MEYER Ai St. I 96 (endings 
of nom. pl. of o-stems), 97 (nom. pl. -stems from “-as), Alb. ar II 
37 (-ve < dat.-abl. *-bh()os), 83 (nom. sg. 4-stems); PEKMEZI 87 (zero 
ending of plural; MEYER-LÜBKE apud JoKL JF XXXVII 114 
(oxytonesis in nom.sg. of o-stems in -&; PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI 278 
(gen.-abl. *-4s > gen.-dat. sg. -stems ch, 280 (obl. -u influenced by 
nom. sg. of the "definite" declension; obl. -; < IE dat. Zon, 315 
(agrees with MEYER A/b. St. IID); JOKL JE XXXVII 114 (nom.sg. of o- 
stems in -é as a generalization of the old accusative in *-om > -ë), 
Festschr. Kretschmer 92 (zero ending of plural); SKOK AArbSt III 
163-175 (agrees with PEDERSEN; derives -ve from *-u-om of u-stems); 
CAPIDAN Arom. 394-395 (vocative in Balkan Romance); BUBEN CMF 
XXIX 148-152 (Slavic origins of the Albanian vocative); BARIC 
Hymje 26 (gen.-dat. sg. Z-stems from abl. of ja-stems in “-zas), 42 
(loc. pl. -esh < *-som); Ist. 26 (gen.-dat. sg. -e < “-Om, -ve < *-om 
after a vowel); PISANI Saggi 104 (follows BARIÇ Hyrje), 105 (follows 
MEYER Ab. St. II; HAMP KZLXXV 150 (nom. pl. -e < collective IE 
“-ja), RIZA BUSHT XIII/4 13 (explains obl. -u phonetically: kau “bull” 
< *kavi « *kai); POLAK Orbis XII/2 391 (follows BUBEN); DOMI RESI 
XLV 25 (follows BARIQ; SCHMITT-BRANDT Kratylos XII/1 16 
(reconstructs athematic “- as a source of acc. sg. in o-stems); 
DESNICKAJA PSFil. 174 (endings of plural), Gr. str. 33-38 (nom. pl. -Ø 
< [E Zo nom. pl. -é from old collectives), 39 (nom. sg. 4-stems), ZY. 
stroj 83-97 (morphonology of obl. -7: -u), DEMIRAJ Çështje 113 (zero 
ending of plural), Morf hist. 53 (nom. pl. in -e « IE “-as), 68 (gen.- 
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dat. sg. a-stems from 7-47), 71 (-e, -ve < “-ois), VORONINA Gr. str. 
141-143 (Old Albanian declension of adjectives); MANN Hist. Gr. 
100-102 OREL Sov. slav. 1982/3 92-96, ZfBalk XIX/2 121-130 
(reconstruction of the Albanian nominal inflexion). 


o-stems 


3.2.3.1. In the singular, the Proto-Albanian o-stem nominative ended in 
*-a< [E *-o-s. In the majority of nouns, this ending was unstressed and, 
therefore, it was altogether lost in Albanian: 


nom. sg. dem ‘young bull’ < EPA “dama « IE *damos 

nom. sg. gjak ‘blood’ < EPA “saka < IE *sok’os 

nom. sg. plak ‘old man’ < EPA *p(e)/dka < IE *p(e)lokos 

nom. sg. prush ‘ember, glowing coal’ < EPA “priisa < IE 
*prusos 

nom. sg. shi ‘rain’ < EPA *sifja « IE *sifjos 

nom. sg. trap ‘ferry’ < EPA *trdpa< IE *tropos 


In a few cases, however, Albanian reflects a Proto-Albanian oxytonic 
stress, which preserved the ending as -é (not to be confused with the 
passage of some of old o-stems to 4-stems): 


nom. sg. brumë ‘dough’ < EPA "brumá« IE *bhrmos 

nom. sg. burrë ‘man, husband’ < LPA “bura (Germanic loan- 
word) 

nom. sg. djalë “boy, youth’ < EPA “delas IE *dhe(1)los 

nom. sg. gjumë ‘sleep’ < EPA *supnd< IE *supnos 

nom. sg. lumë ‘river’ < EPA */uma< IE *Jumos 


Albanian has a vocative form in -o used both by o- and à-stems: neno 
“oh mother’, burro ‘oh husband’. A similar form exists in Balkan 
Romance, cf. Rum fato ‘oh girl’. This vocative has been borrowed from 
South Slavic where -o characterizes the vocative of a-stems: “dëvo ‘oh 
maiden’, *Zeno ‘oh woman’. 


3.2.3.2. Forms of the accusative of o-stems coincide with the nomina- 
tive. They had already become identical in Proto-Albanian, where the 
Indo-European ending *-o-m merged with the nominative *-o-s into 
EPA “-a. Accentually, the accusative did not differ from the nominative; 
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hence, the same distribution of the more frequent zero ending and less 
frequent -& 


acc. dem “young bull’ < EPA “dama < IE *damom 

acc. gjak ‘blood’ < EPA “saka < IE *sok’om 

acc. plak ‘old man’ < EPA *p(e)láka « IE “p(e)lakom 

acc. prush ‘ember, glowing coal’ < EPA "prisa « IE *prusom 
acc. shi ‘rain’ < EPA *sifja< IE *süjom 

acc. trap ‘ferry’ < EPA *trdpa< IE *tropom 


Oxytonic forms: 


acc. brumë ‘dough’ < EPA "brumá« IE *bhrmom 
acc. djalë “boy, youth’ < EPA *delá< IE *dhe(1)lom 
acc. gjumë ‘sleep’ < EPA *supnd< IE *supnom 
acc. lumë ‘river’ < EPA "umá« IE “umom 


3.2.3.3. AII the oblique cases of the singular o-stem paradigm merged 
into one formant -/: -u. The choice of the palatal or labial variant is 
determined by a simple complementary distribution (whose conditions 
can vary in different dialects): -u follows vowels and velars, -/ appears 
after any other phoneme. The labial ending seems to have developed as 
a secondary variant of -7. Even though the exact conditions and time of 
this process are unknown, historically, we have only to deal with the 
morpheme -. 


The genitive, dative and ablative ending -/ continues EPA “-er, 
reflecting the Indo-European locative "Ze (cf. the traces of the old 
locative in the plural). In many other Indo-European languages, this 
form of the locative ceded to the more "regular" thematic *-of 


gen.-dat.-abl. demi “young bull’ < EPA *damei< IE *damei 

gen.-dat.-abl. gjaku ‘blood’ < EPA *sakei< IE *soK'er 

gen.-dat.-abl. plaku “old man’ < EPA *p(e)/lakei « IE *p(e)lokei 

gen.-dat.-abl. prushi ‘ember, glowing coal’ < EPA “prusei « IE 
*prusei 

gen.-dat.-abl. shiu ‘rain’ < EPA "süjer « IE *süjer 

gen.-dat.-abl. trapi ‘ferry’ < EPA “trapei « IE *tropei 
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In North Geg there exists a special form of the ablative in -7 (abl. motit 
‘year’). It has been transferred from the “definite” declension. 


3.2.3.4. In plural, the o-stem nominative has several endings: -e, -& 
zero and -a. These endings reflect an interaction of two distinct Proto- 
Albanian endings in different accentual conditions: EPA *-6 continuing 
IE *-os and the innovative EPA Zar continuing IE Zo originally 
characteristic of the pronominal declension. The first ending -e can 
reflect both stressed EPA *-oand “-ar. 


nom. pl. drangje ‘barge-pole’? < EPA "drango/*drangai < IE 
“dhronghos, “dhronghoi 

nom. pl. gardhe ‘fence’ < EPA “gardo, “gardai < IE *ghor- 
dhos/*ghordhot 

nom. pl. gjaqe ‘blood’ < EPA *sak0/*sakai « IE *soK'os/*soK'oI 

nom. pl. helle ‘spear, spit < EPA "sKkolo/*skolai < IE *skolos/ 


“skoloi 

nom. pl. rrime ‘rain-worm’ < EPA *wrimo/*wrimal < IE. *ur- 
mës, “urmoi 

nom.pl. trepe ‘ferry’ < EPA “trapoj “trapai < IE "tropos/ 
“tropoi 


Unstressed *-6 yielded -& 


nom. pl. briré~ briné ‘horn’ < EPA *brind< IE *bhrnos 

nom. pl. dhëmbë ~ dhambé ‘tooth’ < EPA *dzambd < IE 
“Shombos 

nom. pl. dhëndurë ~ dhandurë ‘bridegroom, son-in-law’ < EPA 
*dzenro < IE “genoros 

nom. pl. eshé ‘hedgehog’ < EPA *edzjo< IE *eghios 

nom. pl. gjyshë ‘grandfather’ < EPA *siisO< IE *sitsos 

nom. pl. terë ‘bull’ < EPA "tauro « IE *taurds 


Unstressed *-a/ appears as a zero ending: 


nom. pl. gji ~ gji ‘breast, chest’ < EPA *sinai< IE “sinoi 

nom. pl. Jugj ‘trough’ < EPA "/ugar « IE */ughoi 

nom. pl. pleq ‘old man’ < EPA *p(e)/lakai « IE *p(e)lokoi 

nom. pl. ujq ‘wolf < EPA *(wjulkar< IE “uik'oi 

nom. pl. vjehërr ‘father-in-law’ < EPA *swesurai < IE 
*sueKuroi 
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nom. pl. dial. zjerm ‘fire’< EPA “dzermai < IE “g'hermoi 


As to the ending -a, it replaced the original ending -e in many o-stems 
under the influence of the a-stems: 


nom. pl. ara ‘bear’< EPA "ara « IE *rktas 

nom. pl. dema “young bull’ < EPA “damë < IE “damas 
nom. pl. derra *pig'« EPA *darja « IE “Shorias 

nom. pl. kërba ‘tub, barrel’ « EPA “karba « IE *korbhas 
nom. pl. krepa ‘rock’ « EPA “krepa « *krepas 

nom. pl. thepa ‘peak, point’ < EPA *tsaipa< IE “Koipas 


The above distribution of endings is corroborated by the fact that both 
umlaut and the palatalization of velars are much more typical of 
substantives with a zero plural (from LPA *-7< EPA Za than of forms 
with other endings. 


3.2.3.5. The form of the accusative in plural is identical with that of the 
nominative plural. Accusatives in -é and in zero coincide with the 
corresponding nominatives. The ending of the o-stem accusative plural 
*-ons lost its final cluster and yielded EPA “-a (stressed or unstressed) 
> Alb -éor zero: 


acc. pl. briré - briné ‘horn’ < EPA *brina « IE *bhrnons 

acc. pl. dhëmbë ~ dhambë ‘tooth’ « EPA “dzamba < IE 
“Shombons 

acc. pl. eshë ‘hedgehog’ < EPA *edzja< IE “eghions 

acc. pl. terë ‘bull’ < EPA *taura< IE *taurons 

acc. pl. vjehërr ‘father-in-law’ < EPA *swesura < IE 
*suekurons 

acc. pl. dial. zjerm ‘fire’< EPA “dzerma < *e'hermons 


The above process led to the analogical extension of nominative plural 
formations into all accusative plurals. Accusatives coincided with 
nominatives reproducing the phenomena phonetically justified only in 
the nominative (palatalization of final velars, umlaut) and repeating such 
endings of the nominative as -e and -a: 


acc. pl. drangje ‘barge-pole’ from nom. pl. drangje 
acc. pl. gardhe 'fence' from nom. pl. gardhe 
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acc. pl. kërba ‘tub, barrel’ from nom. pl. kërba 
acc. pl. krepa ‘rock’ from nom. pl. krepa 
acc. pl. trepe ‘ferry’ from nom. pl. trepe 
acc. pl. thepa ‘peak, point’ from nom. pl. thepa 


3.2.3.6. The genitive-dative has two formants in the plural. One of them 
is -e, which is a direct continuation of the stressed IE gen. pl. *-om (Skt 
vrkam, Lat deum) > EPA “-o: 


gen.-dat. pl. deme “young bull’ < EPA *damo< IE *damom 

gen.-dat. pl. djale ‘boy, youth’ < EPA *delo< IE *dhe(1)lom 

gen.-dat. pl. dhémbe ~ dhambe ‘tooth’ < EPA *dzambo < IE 
*Ghombom 

gen.-dat. pl. gardhe ‘fence’ « EPA *gardo< IE *ghordhom 

gen.-dat. pl. prushe ‘ember, glowing coal’ « EPA “pruso « IE 
*prusom 

gen.-dat. pl. thepe ‘peak, point’ < EPA *tsaipo< IE *Koipom 


The other genitive-dative ending is -ve. It is probable that this mor- 
pheme is from the old u-stem declension, where the Indo-European 
ending “-om followed the ablauting stem formant *-(e)u-: IE *-y-0m > 
EPA *-wo > Alb -ve. Later, -ve was extended to the o-stems, where it 
was amalgamated with original -e> -eve: 


gen.-dat. pl. gardheve ‘fence’ replacing gardhe 

gen.-dat. pl. he/leve ‘spear, spit’ replacing belle 

gen.-dat. pl. rendeve ‘row’ replacing rende 

gen.-dat. pl. rrimeve ‘rain-worm’ replacing rrime 
gen.-dat. pl. trepeve ‘ferry’ replacing trepe 

gen.-dat. pl. zajeve ‘river sand, river bank’ replacing zaje 


3.2.3.7. The o-stem ablative plural marker is -esh < EPA “-ar-su < IE 
Zort Skt esu Gk —otot, Lat -is, Slav *-čx». Cf. the following 
examples: 


abl. pl. demesh ‘young bull’ < EPA *damaisu < IE *damoisu 

abl. pl. dhémbesh ~ dhambesh ‘tooth’ < EPA “dzambaisu < IE 
*Ghomboisu 

abl. pl. gardhesh ‘fence’ < EPA “gardaisu < IE “Shordhoisu 

abl. pl. hellesh ‘spear, spit’ < EPA “skolaisu « IE “skoloisu 
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abl. pl. prushesh ‘ember, glowing coal’ < EPA “prusaisu < IE 
*prusoisu 
abl. pl. trapesh ‘ferry’ < EPA *trapaisu < IE *tropoisu 


a-stems 


3.2.3.8. The a-stem nominative singular ends in -é« EPA *-4< IE Zä 


PPS 


cf. Skt asva, Gk Att xcopa. Cf. the following examples: 


nom. sg. barrë ‘load, burden’< EPA “bara « IE “bhora 

nom. sg. grimë ‘crumb, bit < EPA “grima « IE *erma 

nom. sg. hurbë ‘swallow, mouthful’ « EPA “skurb « IE 
*skrbha 

nom. sg. karpë ‘rock’< EPA *karpa< IE “korpa 

nom. sg. palë ‘pair; fold’ < EPA *pala< IE *pola 

nom. sg. Zorrë ‘gut < EPA *dzarna < IE “gërna 


3.2.3.9. The accusative singular of the -stem declension is identical 
with its corresponding nominative. The form goes back to EPA *-a < IE 
*.a-m (Skt priyám, Gk Att xcpav, SLav *Zeng). The following 
examples illustrate this development: 


acc. sg. krodhë ‘beehive’ < EPA *krada< IE “krëdam 

acc. sg. lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material’ < EPA Zen < 
IE */entam 

acc. sg. llërë ~ Hané ‘forearm, ell’ < EPA “alena « IE *olenam 

acc. sg. rrudhë ‘wrinkle’ < EPA *rudzā < IE *rugam 

acc. sg. tollë ‘bald spot; drum membrane’ < EPA "fas/a < IE 
"tekslam 

acc. sg. thekë ‘fringe’ < EPA "tsaka « IE “Kokam 


3.2.3.10. The genitive-dative and ablative singular share the ending -e, 
which continues the Indo-European dative-locative ending “-ar. 


gen.-dat.-abl. sg. are field « EPA "arar« IE “arai 

gen.-dat.-abl. sg. hale “fish bone, splinter’ < EPA *ska/ai < IE 
“skolai 

gen.-dat.-abl. sg. mjalce ‘bee’ < EPA *melitjai< IE “melitiai 

gen.-dat.-abl. sg. rryme ‘flow (of water) < EPA "srümai < IE 
*srümáài 


MORPHOLOGY 239 


gen.-dat.-abl. sg. vere ~ vene ‘wine’< EPA *wainai < IE 
*yoinal 

gen.-dat.-abl. sg. zonje ‘wife’ < EPA *w(i)ts-patnjai < IE “uik- 
potniai 


3.2.3.11. Depending on the place of stress in Proto-Albanian, IE *-a-s > 
EPA *-à of the nominative plural could give -ë or -a. In nouns of the 
accentual type A the ending is -ë: 


nom. pl. barrë ‘load, burden’ < EPA *bara< IE *bhoras 

nom. pl. Pathé ‘broad bean’ < EPA *batsa< IE *bhakas 

nom. pl. farë ‘seed, semen, kin’< EPA *spara< IE *sporas 

nom. pl. grykë ‘throat’ < EPA *eriwika < IE “grinikas 

nom. pl. lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material’ < EPA */enta < 
IE */entas 

nom. pl. nëmë- namé ‘curse’< EPA *nama< IE “nomas 


Nouns of the accentual type B have -a: 


nom. pl. grima ‘crumb, bit < EPA *grima < IE “grmas 

nom. pl. Aurba ‘swallow, mouthful’ < EPA “skurb < IE 
*skrbhas 

nom. pl. karpa ‘rock’< EPA *karpa < IE *korpas 

nom. pl. krodha ‘beehive’ < EPA *krada< IE “krëdas 

nom. pl. /era ‘heap of stones, pebble bank’ < EPA */auras 

nom. pl. Zëra ~ llana ‘forearm, ell’ < EPA “alena < IE “olenas 


In the accusative plural, Albanian forms coincide with those of the 
nominative plural: EPA “-a < IE “-as, cf. Lat equas, Goth gibos. The 
accentual pattern of the accusative plural was the same. 


The oblique plural cases of the a-stem declension are of analogical 
origin. They have been built according to the patterns of the o-stem 
paradigm. Thus, in the genitive-dative plural, 7-stems end in -ave, while 
the ablative plural shows the ending -ash. 


3.2.3.12. Traces of other declensions are rare in Albanian. In all cases, 
they are intertwined with o- and 4-stem formants. The nominative plural 
of the word naté is net, clearly going back to EPA *nakteje < IE *noK't- 
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ei-es, an old i-stem. At the same time, the rest of this noun’s nominal 
paradigm shows only 4-stem terminations. 


The Proto-Albanian o- and à-stem paradigms can be summarized as 
follows. 


Examples: zjarm ‘river’ < *dzarma, esh ‘hedgehog’ < “edzja, karpé 
‘tock’ < *karpa 


o-stems 
sg. pl. 
nom. *dzarma *edzja "dZarmai  “edzjo 
acc. *dzarma *edzja *dZarma  “edzja 
gen.-dat. "dZarmei “edzjei *dzarmo  “edzjo 
abl. *dzarmet *edzjet *dzarmaisu *edzjaisu 
a-stems 
sg. pl. 
nom. “karpa *karpa 
acc. “karpa “karpa 
gen.-dat. *karpal - 
abl. *karpal - 


3.2.4. Pronouns 


3.2.4.0. Proto-Albanian inherited the basic personal and demonstrative 
pronouns of Indo-European. At the same time, new syntactic Proto- 
Albanian structures developed, which replaced the inherited possessive 
pronominal system and created a new grammatical category of definite/ 
indefinite pronouns. In similar conditions, a new part of speech, article, 
was developed. 


Literature: Bopp 480-481 (refl. u< “suom), 504-505 (u «T. < *eghom), 
519 (origins of ar, ajo); DOZON 276 (Italo-Alb ut); MEYER ZfromPh 
XI 268—269 (a- from Lat atque), Alb. St. III 2, 88 (acc. of kush), Wb. 
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217-218 (kush borrowed from Lat quis), 430 (-e in meje, teje from 
abl. of 7-stems), 454 (u borrowed from Rom “eo < Lat ego T); 
PEDERSEN Alb. Texte 186-187 (oblique cases of kush), Festskr. 
Thomsen 249, KZ XXXVI 282 (2 sg. acc. ty « “tue), 309 (-jo from IE 
*sa), 310 (“definite” declension), 312 (possessive pronouns), 317 
(interrogative pronouns), 341 (origin of zm ~ em), Pron. 315 (a- from 
IE *au-); LA PIANA St. Varia 69 (u< IE *sue); JOKL IF XXXVII 98 
(“definite” declension), XLIX 274 (origin of mua - mue), Sprache 
IX/2 142 (dat. nae « IE *nosom), Studien 4 (a- from Lat ad), LKUBA 
271 (a- from IE “ad), MEILLET Je Jb. I 13 (on kush), XHUVANI, 
ÇABEJ BUSHT XIJA 68-69 (particle a- in 3 sg. < IE *e/*o); PISANI 
Saggi 107 (enclitic në), 130 (archaic dat. nae); SCHMITT-BRANDT 
Kratylos XII 16 (def. acc. sg. gurin < *gurn-tom); MANN Hist. gr. 
103-105, 114 (identifies në with Gk £yc3-vn), 115-124; ÇABEJ BUSAT 
XVIII/3 77 (possessive pronouns), Sz I 31 (lack of apheresis in 3 sg. 
pronouns); VORONINA Meshari (“definite” declension); OREL Sov. 
slav. 1980/5 87-91, Prit. 76-78 (possessive pronouns), LB XXXJI 57- 
58 (Tocharian parallel to kush), HAMP RRL XXI 50 (similarity in 
vocalism between u and Hitt ugga Ir KORTLANDT SSGL X 224-225 
(Jo « IE "7a or Ze: DEMIRAJ AE218, 228 (kush from *K'u-sm). 


Personal pronouns 


3.2.4.1. Albanian lost the original Indo-European nominative form of 
the 1 sg. personal pronoun, whatever its exact phonetic shape actually 
was (cf. Lat ego, Gk tyci, SKt aham, Hitt ugga). It was replaced by u < 
EPA *swa < IE *suom, a reflexive pronoun (see below). While this u 
has been preserved in some dialects, the clitic në (identical with Gk vai, 
vn) reinforces it in the literary language and most dialects (unë). Italo- 
Albanian has substituted the diminutive uth for it. 


Other forms of the 1 sg. personal pronoun are derived from IE “me. 
The accusative and dative have merged as mua ~ mue < EPA “mam, 
which is identical with the Indo-European accusative "menr Skt mam, 
Av mam, OPrus mien, Slav me. The corresponding atonic form më con- 
tinues unstressed EPA “mam or the IE enclitic *me. 


The 1 sg. ablative is zneje. It is clear that this form is related to the Indo- 
European locative “mer, which is attested in Skt me, mayi. However, 
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the development of EPA ^7 seems to be phonetically irregular. Final -e 
must be analogical to the ablative desinence -e of the o-stems. 


3.2.4.2. In the 2 sg., the nominative is £/ continuing EPA “të < IE “të, 
cf. Skt ti, Av tū, Gk ov, Lat tū, Olr tí, OHG di, Slav *ty and other 
similar forms. Geg attests an alternate form finë, which has been 
analogically formed induced from the 1 sg. unë. 


The form of the dative-accusative is “ty < EPA *t(u)wa < IE acc. *tuém: 
Skt tvm, Av @wam. OPrus tien and Slav “te attest an alternate *fém. 
The ablative teje is to be explained as a result of influence of meje. The 
original form must have been "fer or "tuer. 


3.2.4.3. The archaic form of the nominative 1 pl. is na < EPA *na < IE 
*nos, cf. Skt nas-. It was, however, replaced by ze, which reflects EPA 
“no « IE “nës, where the lengthened o-grade is the result of analogical 
pressure from the accusative. The accusative ne reflects EPA "nos < IE 
“nos, cf. Av no, Slav *ny. The atonic accusative form za continues EPA 
“na < IE *nos, cf. enclitic Skt nas. The atonic accusative may be com- 
pared with OPrus acc. mans « *nons. 


The dative and ablative forms neve and nesh are recent formations built 
upon the substantive's paradigms. In Old Albanian we find an archaic 
dative nae < *nosom, cf. OPrus nouson, Slav *nas». 


3.2.4.4. The 2 pl. nominative ju has borrowed the short vocalism of the 
accusative. The latter—both tonic and atonic—is ju < EPA “yu, which is 
identical with Lith acc. jus. 


The substantive paradigm has influenced the dative juve. A more 
archaic form is u < EPA *was < IE *uos. The ablaut grade is from the 
pronominal stem “zes. This form has been ousted on account of 
homophony with the 1 sg. and reflexive pronouns. The ablative jush, 
however, can go back directly to EPA *ju-su, a form nearly superim- 
posable upon the Lith loc. en. The Albanian form, though, has under- 
gone analogical shortening of the original 20. 


3.2.4.5. The reflexive pronoun u (used, in particular, in analytical 
forms of the mediopassive) goes back to EPA *wa < IE "suom, acc. 
“self”. 
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The 3 sg. personal pronouns ay ~ ar, atë consist of two parts: proclitic a- 
< EPA “a and pronouns proper. The fact that a- was not lost due to 
apheresis proves that in Proto-Albanian this morpheme functioned as a 
separate word. Historically, it is connected with the Indo-European 
particle *e/*o: Skt a-sau ‘that’, Slav “o-ng id. The accusative and 
ablative 3 sg. pronouns appear without a- when following certain 
prepositions. The pronominal masculine forms continue IE zer: Skt 
ayam ‘he’, Lat is, OLat eis. The feminine stem continues IE “74, the 
fem. sg. of the demonstrative “70-. The oblique cases continue IE *fo- 
and *Kio-. 


The paradigm of the 3 person can be reconstructed as follows: 
masc./neut. fem. 


nom. a-y ~ a-I« EPA *ei/*1, “id a-jo « EPA “ja 


acc. a-të ~ a-të, a-të < EPA “ta a-të ~ a-të, a-ti < EPA “tam 
gen.-dat. ati, atij « EPA “tei a-saj, a-saje < EPA *tsjar 
abl. ati, atij « EPA “tei 4-S0, à-co < EPA *tsjas 


3.2.4.6. The 3d pl. paradigm is derived from the pronominal stems “70- 
and “Kjo-. The original form of the masculine nominative has been 
influenced by accusative. The paradigm is to be reconstructed as fol- 
lows: 


masc. fem./neut. 
nom. a-ta (from acc.] a-to< EPA “tag “tas, “ta 
acc. a-ta< EPA *ta< *tons a-to < EPA “tag “tas, “ta 
gen.-dat. a-tyre ~ a-tyne [of unknown origin] 
abl. a-sish, a-cish < EPA *tsj(a)isu a-sosh, a-cosh < EPA *tsjasu 
Possessive pronouns 


3.2.4.7. Every possessive pronoun is composed of a demonstrative pro- 
noun and a personal/possessive element. The 3d person possessor forms 
are opaquely analytical. They consist of an article (demonstrative pro- 
noun) coupled with the genitive of the personal pronoun. The 1-2 pos- 
sessor formations are also the result of grammaticalization, though of 
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older morphological structures. In two cases, old possessive pronouns 
have been preserved in form and function. 


In order to express the 1 sg. possessive, Albanian employs the following 
forms 1 sg. forms: masc. im ~ em, fem. ime ~ eme. Their Proto-Alba- 
nian source can be tentatively reconstructed as EPA */ eme or “ei eme, 
where “eme reflects the old accusative form “eme, cf. Gk tue. The 
feminine form appears to be secondary. The masculine cases which 
coincid in £m continue gen.-dat. "fei eme. In the accusative, tim results 
from an analogical transformation of the original “ta eme < *tom eme. 
In the feminine, the acc. time has been influenced by the masculine 
paradigm. The same applies to gen.-dat.-abl. sime which, however, 
reflects the pronominal stem “Kjo-. This stem characterizes feminine 
forms only. The plural possessive formations masc. mi, fem. mia (used 
with a preceding article) go back to EPA “mer < dialectal IE *mejos, a 
thematized adjective based on the enclitic dative “mei ~ “mor, ehich is 
attested in Lat meus, OPrus mais, Slav “moje. 


3.2.4.8. The 2 sg. possessive shows two forms: masc. yf and fem. jote 
(secondary analogies account for masc. jot and fem. yte). These con- 
tinue EPA “ei te « *eis/is te and “ja te « *jas te where *te is the atonic 
accusative of the 2 sg personal pronoun. The initial element of these two 
forms are old demonstrative pronoun genitives. The remaining 
masculine case forms coincided in tënd ~ fand, which reflects the acc. 
*tam te £ “tom te. The feminine accusative tënde ~ tande, with its sec- 
ondary -e, reflects “ram te (in both cases the auslaut nasal is preserved 
because of the univerbation). The feminine genitive-dative-ablative sate 
< *tsja te, which originally was the genitival formation *kias te. 


In case if the possessive should be in the plural, the corresponding 
forms are masc. fu and fem. tua. They function similarly to ot. mia and 
go back to EPA *tuwa, a variant of IE *t(eJuos, cf. Gk teoc, Lat tuus, 
Lith tëvas. 


3.2.4.9. The 1 pl. possessive pronouns are masc. ynë, fem. jonë con- 
tinuing *ei/i na < *ei/is nos and “ja na < “jës nos, with *nos repre- 
senting the atonic form of the accusative of the corresponding personal 
pronoun. In the masculine, other cases merged in toné < EPA “fa na < 
*tons nos with -o- induced by the paradigm of feminine. In the feminine, 
acc. foné is a regular reflex of EPA "fa na < *tam nos. Other cases 
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(genitive-dative and ablative) have sonë continuing EPA “tsja na « “Kiai 
DOS. 


When the possessed is plural, the forms are masc. fenë ~ tanë and fem. 
tona. As to tona, with its -a borrowed from the adjectival paradigm, its 
original form must have been fonë « EPA "fa na « “tas nos. The 
masculine form continues “ta na < “tos nos. Corresponding masculine 
and feminine accusatives are fané « EPA "fa na « *tons nos and tonë < 
EPA “të na « “tas nos. These forms were then extended to other cases. 


3.2.4.10. The 2 pl. promoum attests the following forms: masc. juaj — 
Juej, juji, fem. juaj ~ juej, juja. Geg juji and juja are obviously secondary 
and are nothing but “definite” forms of juej treated as adjectives. The 
original forms juaj — juej go back to EPA “7 wa « “eti uos and “jë wa< 
“jas uos. The final -/that remains unexplained. 


When the possessed is plural, we have masc. tuaj ~ tuej and fem. tuaja ~ 
tueja. The feminine form has been modified as an adjective. In 
masculine, the nominative goes back to “ta wa and “të wa from "fos uos 
and “tas uos. 


Demonstrative and relative pronouns. Definite forms 


3.2.4.11. As indicated before, demonstratives with proclitic a- are used 
in Albanian as personal pronouns of the 3d person. These same forms 
can be used as demonstratives of distant deixis. For proximal deixis, the 
same stems are used but preceded by the enclitic kë-: masc. Ky(j), fem. 
Kjo, këjo. The morpheme kė- continues EPA “Ka < IE *k’o-, cf. Skt ká- 
*who?', Goth /vas id. 


Interrogative kush ‘who?’ is a compound of EPA “Ku sa consisting of IE 
*K'u-, a morphonological variant of *k’o-, and the Indo-European 
demonstrative “so-. The Albanian form is, thus, very close to that of 
Toch A Kus id., B kuse id. « “k'u-so-. Accusative variants show quite 
clearly that Proto-Albanian possessed two parallel forms: an interro- 
gative pronoun proper and a syntactic compound including a demon- 
strative. On the one hand, we find acc. kë ~ Kë, reflecting independent 
EPA “kam « IE *k’om. On the other hand, the same morphological role 
is expressed by the acc. kënd ~ kand < EPA “kan tan < IE *K'om tom. 
The same kënd ~ kand functions as an indefinite pronoun ‘somebody’. 
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All oblique cases have merged into one form having the following 
variants: kuj, kujt, kujnaj. Of these forms, kujt and kujnaj are secondary 
innovations influenced by the "definite" declension. As to kuj, its 
auslaut -/ appears to go back to -/so that kujcan be explained from “Kur 
< *kudi continuing IE *k‘u-dhi or from *kui < *ku-ei < IE *K'u-ei 
similar to OPrus quei ‘where’. 


The pronoun ¢(é) ‘what?’ is not declined. It continues EPA “757 < IE 
“kd, cf. Hitt kuit, Gk TI, Lat quid. The relative-interrogative se, which 
is used as a conjunction and as an interrogative pronoun after certain 
prepositions, reflects EPA *ts(Jo < abl. *K'Tod. The same stem is found 
in sa ‘how many’ < EPA “ts(e)ja < acc. *K'ejom and si ‘how’ < EPA 
*t§er < instr. ZE 


Besides kush, the same stem *ku- < *k’u- is reflected in two more 
pronominal forms: ku ‘where?’ < ZE, which is close to Skt ki id., Av 
kū id., MW cw id. and kur ‘when?’, which can be compared with Lith 
kuf ‘where?’ and Arm owr id. This form is, in fact, a compound of 
“k'u- and a locatival particle *r/*r. 


3.2.4.12. The “definite” declension already existed in its fully develop- 
ed form in Old Albanian. It evolved out of Proto-Albanian syntactic 
constructions consisting of nouns followed by postpositioned demon- 
strative pronouns. Similar structures exist in several neighbouring lan- 
guages: Rumanian, Modern Greek and Bulgarian. It is clear that 
“definite” declension is an areal feature but it has not been established 
what language was the centre of its irradiation. It cannot be excluded 
that Rumanian, Greek and Bulgarian developed “definite” declension 
under the Albanian influence. If indeed the phenomenon of postposition- 
al demonstratives was originally characteristic of Albanian, it is 
remarkable that similar (but not identical) processes of univerbation of 
adjectives and demonstratives are attested in Baltic and Slavic. 


In the o-stems, the “definite” declension can be explained in the follow- 
ing way. Nom. sg. mali ‘the mountain’ continues EPA “mala 1 < 
*molom is. Acc. sg. malin is an analogical transformation of “malën 
explained from EPA “malam ta(m) < *molom tom. In other cases we 
have malit < EPA *malei tei < *molei tei. Stems ending in vowels or 
velars have -7 replaced by -u, a secondary morphonologically con- 
ditioned variant. In plural, the vowel of the ending of the nominative 
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was generalized and is now repeated through the whole paradigm. 
Hence, nom. pl. malet and deshtë ‘rams’ go back to EPA “malo tai < 
*malos toi and EPA “dausai tai < “dhousoi tor. The Albanian accusa- 
tives continue EPA “mala ta and “dausa ta £ “molons tons and “dhou- 
sons tons. Oblique cases have an obviously innovated ma/evet. 


In the à-stems, the nom. sg. fala represents a contracted from EPA 
*skala ja < *skola ja. As to the acc. sg. halën, it reflects EPA *skalam 
ta(m) « *skolam tam. The form of oblique cases is halës < EPA “skalar 
tsjai < *skolai kiai. In the plural, nominative and accusative alat keeps 
the old form EPA “skala ta « *skolas tas. Oblique cases are presented 
by an innovation— halave(t). 


The Indo-European demonstratives vvere also used in the development 
of Albanian isolated and linking articles, which function, correspond- 
ingly, as determiners and syntactic elements coordinating the noun with 
its attribute. The linking article must have been formed not long before 
the first written texts in Albanian, as in Old Albanian it either missing 
or still functions as an optional element. 


3.2.5. Numerals 


3.2.5.0. Albanian numerals have changed considerably from their Indo- 
European predecessors. Important innovations and structural principles 
have been borrowed from other languages. 


Literature: Bopp 503 (identifies parë ‘first’ with parë ‘before’); 
MEYER A/Jb. St. II 259-338, Wb. 181 (katër from Lat quattuor), 313- 
314 (një compared with Skt anyd- ‘other’, Gk £viot “some”), 321-322 
(parë compared with the Indo-European word for ‘first’), 329 (pesë < 
“penk'tia), MEYER-LÜBKE Jdg. Anz. II 184 (on sandhi in dhjetë), 
PEDERSEN KZ XXXVI 282 (dy < IE “duoie), JOKL IF XXXVII 108 
(parë to Skt përva- id.), SKOK AArbStII 307 (dy < *dui); BARIÇ ARSt 
64-65 (jë « *p-sem-); ÇABEJ ZfPhonetik IX 207-209 (zet from *seug- 
t- related to *jugom “yoke”), St. III 43 (non-Indo-European source of 
the vigitesimal system); JucQUOIS Le Muséon LXXVII 440 
(numerals ‘6’-*9’ compared with Sanskrit collectives in -d); 
SZEMERÉNYI Numerals 105, 165, HULD 101 (një as a back-formation 
from fem. *smieH ); HAMP Anc. JE 113 (follows MEYER and connects 
një with Messap ennan), Numerals 903-919. 
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3.2.5.1. The first ten cardinal numbers can be divided into three groups 
according to their origin and structure. The first group includes the 
numeral një “one”. It represents the adjective EPA *ainja derived from 
the Indo-European word for ‘one’: IE *or-no- id., cf. Lat ünus, Goth 
ains, OPrus ains. 


The second group includes the numbers from ‘two’ to ‘five’. They are 
direct continuants of the corresponding Indo-European numerals: 


dy ‘two’ < EPA *duwo, to IE *duo(u) id. (Skt dváu, Av dva, Gk 
Sú, Lat duo). 

tre ‘three’ < EPA *treje < IE “trejes id. (Skt trayah, Gk oe, Lat 
tres). 

katër ‘four’ < EPA *katur < IE "K'etur- ~ “k'etuer- id. (Skt catvara-, 
Gk TËooapec, Lat quattuor). 

pesë ~ pésé ‘five’ < EPA *pentse < IE *penk'e ‘five’ (Skt parica, Gk 
mëvre, Lat quinque). 


In the third group, numbers from ‘six’ to ‘ten’ are derived from Indo- 
European numerals with a suffix -/&/-dé < *-t7 (in Tosk nëntë -të is 
restored by analogy with other forms). This suffix is sometimes com- 
pared with Skt -£/ found in various decad formations. 


gjashtë ‘six’ < EPA *seksti-, derived from IE *(s)(weks- ‘six’ (Skt 
sás-, Gk E, Lat sex). 

Shtatë ‘seven’ < EPA *septati- derived from IE “sepim id. (Skt 
saptá-, Gk ema, Lat septem). 

tetë ‘eight’ < EPA *akt0(ti), to IE “okto ‘eight’ (Skt asta Arm out 
Gk OKTOJ. 

nëntë ~ nand ‘nine’ < EPA *neunti- to TE “neum id. (Skt nava, Lat 

novem, Goth niun). 

dhjetë ‘ten’ < EPA *dets(t)i < IE*dekm ‘ten’ (Skt dása, Gk BEKA, 

Lat decem). 


3.2.5.2. The numbers from ‘eleven’ to ‘nineteen’, have the following 
structure: njëmbëdhjetë ‘one-on-ten’, dymbëdhjetë ‘two-on-ten’ and so 
on. This pattern is an innovation that can be plausibly explained as a 
calque of the corresponding Slavic expressions, cf. “edin na desete 
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‘eleven’ = ‘one-on-ten’, “dpva na desete ‘twelve’ = ‘two-on-ten’ and so 
on. 


Decads are partly composed according to the pattern of tridhjetë ‘thirty’ 
= ‘three tens’, partly according to the pattern of (njé)zet ‘twenty’ = ‘one 
time twenty’ (the same structure is shared by dyzet ‘forty’), with zet 
continuing EPA *widzati and representing an old Indo-European word 
for ‘twenty’ IE “uikmir. Skt virhsatt, Gk eikooi, Lat viginti. 


Words for ‘hundred’ and ‘thousand’ were borrowed from Latin: gind 
‘hundred’ © Lat centum id., mijë ‘thousand’ © Lat milia id. 


3.2.5.3. The ordinal numbers—with the exception of the numeral paré 
"first —are formed by the adjectival suffix -të < EPA *-fa < “-to-, cf. 


dytë ‘second’, shtatë ‘seventh’ and so on. The same pattern is well 
attested in Germanic and Balto-Slavic. 


Ordinal number paré ‘first’ is historically identical with adverb/pre- 
position parë, para ‘before’. It continues EPA “para < IE *per- ‘before, 
forward’: OHG furi, Lat prae. 


4. VOCABULARY 


4.1. Selected lexical isoglosses of Albanian 


4.1.0. The position of Albanian among the other Indo-European dialects 
is not explicitly discussed in this book. Studying Albanian phonology 
and morphology, the reader will certainly draw his own conclusions 
about the areal position of Albanian. These conclusions, however, will 
greatly depend on the Albanian lexis viewed under the angle of its areal 
features. Below some of the isogloss bundles connecting Albanian with 
other selected Indo-European languages (Northeastern: Germanic, 
Baltic, Slavic; Western: Italo-Celtic; Southeastern: Indo-Iranian, Arme- 
nian, Greek; Tocharian) are briefly surveyed. The list of isoglosses is 
tentative and includes exclusive parallels as well as cases of remarkable 
semantic and/or derivational similarity. For more detailed notes on the 
etymologies adduced below see OREL AED. 


Literature. PORZIG Gliederung passim; ÇABEJ St IV 362-396 
(Albano-Slavic and Albano-Celtic isoglosses), OREL Koll. Idg. Ges. 
349-364, AED passim. 


4.1.1.0. Isoglosses with North-Eastern Indo-European languages. 
This group of isoglosses is of extreme importance for the position of 
Albanian. They are numerous (much more numerous than any other 
group, with the exception of Greek, see below) and they seem to reflect 
two basic features of the Albanian lexicon: its outstanding degree of 
proximity to Baltic and a long period of common existence together 
with Balto-Slavic somewhere in (Central or Southeastern?) Europe. 


4.1.1.1. Common Germanic-Balto-Slavic (including Germanic-Baltic 
and Germanic-Slavic) isoglosses with Albanian are fairly numerous. 
Quite a few of them are connected with wood or objects made of wood. 


berr ‘sheep, goat’ ~ ON borgr ‘hog’, OHG barug, baruh id. ~ Slav 
*borve ‘boar’. 

blehurë ‘pale’ ~ OE b/atid. ~ Slav “bleds id. 

brushtull ‘heather’ ~ OS brustian ‘to shoot, to sprout’ ~ Slav 
*brbstb ‘sprout, bud’. 
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dash ‘ram’ ~ Gmc *deuzan ‘wild animal’ ~ Lith pl. daiisos “para- 
dise’ ~ Slav “duxs ‘breath, spirit’. 

derer “to lie down, to lay sick, to be ill’ ~ Gmc *targjan ‘to tear’ ~ 
Lith dirginti ‘to move’, dirgti ‘to lose energy, to become weak’ 
~ Slav “dergati ‘to pluck, to pull’. 

dra ~ dra ‘oil-cake, melted butter’ ~ ON pl. dreggiar ‘yeast’? ~ 
OPrus dragios ‘yeast’, OLith dragés id., Lett dial. dradzi 
“sediment in melted butter’ ~ Slav *drozdZi ‘yeast’. 

drang ‘barge-pole, punting-pole; young creature, cub’ ~ ON drangr 
“stone pillar’ ~ Lith dranga ‘perch, pole’ ~ Slav “droge ~ 
*droga. 

et ‘thirst’ ~ OHG Aer ‘hunger’ ~ Lith At ‘to be hungry’ ~ Slav 
“olkati id. 

fletë ‘wing, leaf’ ~ OHG /ecken ‘to jump, to kick” ~ Lith /ekit, /ékti, 
Latv /ékt. 

gërdhij ‘to scratch’ ~ OE grindan ‘to grind’ ~ Lith erénaziu, grésti 
‘to scrape, to scratch’. 

gjeth ‘foliage, green leaves’ ~ OHG questa ‘tuft’, ON Kvistr 
‘branch’ ~ Slav *gvozds ‘wood, forest’. 

gjuhë “tongue, language’ ~ ON Kall ‘shout’ ~ Lith galsas ‘echo’ ~ 
Slav *golss ‘voice’. 

hir ‘grace, favor, mercy’ ~ Goth skeirs “clear” ~ Slav “serrë ‘clean’. 

humb “to leave, to lose, to spoil, to miss, to drown’ ~ Goth af 
skiuban ‘to push away, to reject ~ Lith skumbu, skubti ‘to 
hurry, to hasten’. 

késen “to ache (of the stomach), to have griping pains’ ~ ON bg ‘to 
torment’ ~ Lith kenkiu, kefikti ‘to damage, to harm’. 

Kripë ~ krypë ‘salt’ ~ Lith kraupus ‘rough’, kraupis ‘scab’, Latv 
kralipis ‘frail, brittle’ ~ Slav *krupa ‘groats. 

krodhé ‘beehive’ ~ Goth Arot ‘roof’ ~ Slav *krada ‘heap, pile’. 

lëndë ~ landë ‘wood, timber, material” ~ Gmc */endo ‘linden’ ~ 
Lith /entà ‘board’ ~ Slav */ots ‘bast’. 

lëmë ~ lamë ‘threshing-floor, wine-press’ ~ OHG Jam ‘lame’ ~ Slav 
*lomp ‘breaking; crow-bar; broken branches’. 

lus ‘to pray, to invoke, to beg’ ~ OHG /ocKon ‘to lure, to entice’ ~ 
Lith Jean ‘to ask, to pray’, Latv /udzu, Joer ‘to ask, to invite’. 

miell ‘flour’ ~ OHG mélo id., ON mjolid. ~ Slav “melvo ‘grain for 
grinding’. 

shpih ~ shpif “to slander, to calumniate’ ~ OHG fehan ‘to hate’ ~ 
Lith peikiu, peikti ‘to blame’. 
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shqymb ‘to extinguish, to destroy’ ~ Goth af-skruban “to push back, 
to reject’ ~ Lith skumbu, skubti ‘to hurry up’ ~ Slav *skubo, 
*skubati ‘to pull, to tear’. 

shtalbér ‘wooden snare’ ~ ON stolpi ‘beam, girder’, Lith stulbas 
“post, pole’, Slav *stz/bz id. 

shtang ‘hard’ ~ ON stinga ‘to put, to stick’ ~ Lith sténgiu, sténgti ‘to 
be able’, stifigti ‘to become hard’, Latv strigt id. 

shtrap ‘stagnant green on ponds’ ~ MHG straf ‘tight’ ~ Lith par- 
strapinti “to drag oneself back”. 

Zi ‘black’ ~ MHG quat ‘dirt’, OE cwéad “bad” ~ Lith gëda ‘shame’ 
~ Slav *gadbkz ‘disgusting’, *gadz ‘reptile, worm’. 


1.2. The most important and significant group of isoglosses 


represents the connection of Albanian to Baltic and Slavic. The 
following are isoglosses attested both in Baltic and Slavic. 


baltë ‘swamp, marsh, dirt, earth’ ~ Lith baftas ‘white’ ~ Slav *bolto 
“swamp, marsh’. 

bredh ‘to jump, to spring’ ~ Lith brendu, bristi ‘to wade, to ford’ 
Slav *bredo, *brestrid. 

dangé ‘belly’ ~ Lith danga ‘table-cloth, cover’, Latv dariga ‘puddle, 
marshland’ ~ Slav *doga ‘arc’ 

dikë ‘desire, lust’ ~ Lith dykas ‘idle, empty’ ~ Slav “dika ‘wild’. 

end ‘to weave’ ~ Lith ifidas ‘vessel’, Latv endas ‘part of sledge’ ~ 
Slav *oda ‘fishing rod’. 

flashkét ‘sluggish, lame’ ~ Lith p/ókscras ‘flat’ ~ Slav “plosks id., 
Slav “ploxs “flat, bad, evil, poor”. 

gamule ‘heap’ ~ Lith gëmulas ‘bale, lump’ ~ Slav *gomo/a id. 

grellë ‘deep place’ ~ Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus gurcie ‘throat’ ~ 
Slav *gzrdioid., cf. also *Zerdlo ‘river-bed; opening’. 

ketér ‘squirrel, dormouse’ ~ Lith *kuokas ‘dance’ (reconstructed 
from kuokiné ‘dancing party’) ~ Slav *skakati ‘to jump, to 
spring’. 

kollë ‘cough’ ~ Lith kosulys id. ~ Slav “kaste id. 

kreh ~ rei ‘to comb’ ~ Lith grébti ‘to rake’ ~ Slav *grebo, *grebti 
‘to row, to rake’. 

latë “small axe’ ~ Lith /ópeta id., OPrus /opto ~ Slav */opata id. 

lesh ~ leshna ‘wool, fleece, hair” ~ Lith /aiskas ‘leaf’, Latv /aiska 
‘leaf on a linen stalk; stalk’ ~ Slav “stë ‘leaf. 

légaté ‘marsh’ ~ Lith Doze id. ~ Slav */uZa ‘pool’. 
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lëmsh ~ lamsh “ball (of wool, thread), globe (of earth), pool, spellet’ 
~ Latv /emesis ‘sharp edge of the plough’, Slav */emess 
*ploughshare'. 

Hénjéz “mud, silt’ ~ Lith s/énas ‘saliva, mucus, slime’ ~ Slav “shina 
‘saliva’. 

maké ‘glue, scum, skin (on the milk or other liquids)’ ~ Lith 
makënti ‘to walk through a swamp’ ~ Slav "mokre ‘wet’, 
*moknoti ‘to become wet’ 

ndulkem ‘to ripen’ ~ Lith telkiù, telkti ‘to gather, to bring together’ 
~ Slav *te/kti ‘to beat, to pound’. 

pidh ‘female pudenda’ ~ OPrus peisda ‘bottom’ ~ Slav *pizda 
“female pudenda’. 

pjerr “to bend, to incline’ ~ Lith perit, oer ‘to strike’ ~ Slav "pero, 
*perti ‘to press’. 

rangé ‘home work’ ~ Lith ranka ‘hand’, paranka ‘gathering’, renku, 
rifikti ‘to gather’ ~ Slav “roka ‘hand’. 

shqarr ‘marten’ ~ Latv skara ‘curly fur’ ~ Slav *skora ‘hide’. 

Shtrohë ~ shtrofé ‘kennel’ ~ Latv straja ‘stall covered with straw’, 
Slav *stroje “construction”. 

zvjerdh ‘to wean’ ~ Lith verziu, vefZti “to lace, to tie’, Latv verzt 
‘to turn’ ~ Slav *verzti ‘to bind”. 


4.1.1.3. Separate Albanian-Germanic isoglosses are rather rare: 


barrë ‘fetus’ ~ Gmc *barnan ‘child’. 

bir ‘son’ ~ Goth baur ‘son’. 

det ‘sea’ ~ Gmc "*deupipo ‘depth’ (MDu diepde, MLG dëpede, E 
depth). 

(G) 7/4 “to fill, to cram, to surfeit? ~ Gmc *spannjan ‘to tighten’ 
(ON spenna). 

hall ‘trouble, misery, plight, sorrow’ ~ Gmc “skallaz ‘thin, dry, 
shallow’ (E shallow) and *xallaz ‘weak, tired’ (MHG nel, 
hellec). 

hedh ‘to throw, to shoot’ ~ ON skjóta, OHG sciozan id. 

kënaq ‘to please, to satisfy’ ~ Goth ga-nah ‘to be enough’, OHG gi- 
nah id. 

lashtë, lashë ‘old; early, premature (of fruit)’ ~ Goth /aus ‘empty, 
loose’. 

gengjé ‘beehive’ ~ Gmc *xunagan ‘honey’: ON hunang, OE hunig, 
OHG Zonag. 
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qye ‘summit, peak’ ~ Goth gen. pl. A/aine ‘hill’. 

rend ‘to run, to hurry’ ~ Goth rinnan ‘to run’, ON rinna id. 

shperr ‘to win (money), to gain’ ~ Gmc *spardjan ‘to leave 
unharmed, to keep’: ON spara, OHG sparon, OE sparian. 

tym ‘smoke’ ~ Gmc "edumaz ‘breath’. 


4.1.1.4. Lexically, Albanian proves to be particularly close to Baltic. 
The following isoglosses demonstrate the specifically close Albanian- 
Baltic relations. 


amull ‘stagnant (of water)’ ~ Lith mu/vé ‘silt, marsh”, mülti ‘to get 
dirty’. 

bli~ bli linden” ~ Lith blindis, blendis ‘Salix caprea’. 

brez ‘belt’ ~ Lith briaunà “edge”. 

buzé ‘lip, end, edge, bank, stitch, rock’ ~ Lith budé ‘tree-fungus, 
tinder, whet-stone’. 

dak ‘big ram’ ~ Lith dvékti ‘to breathe’, dvakas ‘breath’. 

druaj ~ druej ‘to be afraid’ ~ Latv druvas ‘fear’, Lith draudZiu, 
drausti ‘to forbid, to deter, to scare off”. 

drudhe ‘crumb’ ~ Lith druzgas ‘splinter, fragment’, druzti ‘to 
become weak’. 

fik “to extinguish (of fire); to bring misfortune, to ruin’ ~ Lith peikti 
‘to despise, to scold’, pykti ‘to be angry’, Latv peikt ‘to be 
spoilt’. 

gand ‘accident, vice, defect’ ~ Lith gafidas ‘rumor’, gafidinti ‘to 
frighten’, Latv gafidét ‘to spoil’. 

gargull “tul” ~ Lith gargalas, gargólas ‘thickening, knotted thread, 
thread’. 

gravé ‘cave, den, lair’ ~ Lith griova, Latv grava, grcava ‘ravine, 
precipitous valley’, OPrus grauwus ‘side’ 

gjije ‘stable, house’ ~ Lith srena ‘wall’, Latv siéna id. 

halë ‘fish bone, splinter; pine’ ~ Lith ska/a ‘stick of firewood’, Latv 
skala ‘splinter (used to furnish light)’. 

ikëj ‘to go away, to run away’ ~ Lith ek, eikrimper. “gol” 

Jerm ‘delirium, absent-mindedness’ ~ Lith efmas ‘monster’, Latv 
erms ‘wonderful apparition’, erm ‘wonders, miracles’. 

Kapth ‘path, mountain path’ ~ Lith Kápas ‘grave’, kopa ‘dune’, Latv 
kapa ‘dune’. 

képurdhé ‘fungus, mushroom’ ~ Lith képuré ‘cap’, Latv cepure id. 

Kot ‘useless, vain’ ~ Lith koktus ‘disgusting’. 
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krup ‘to loathe’ ~ Lith kraupiis ‘easily scared’, krupus id., krüpti “to 
scare’. 

kulpër ~ kulpën ‘ivy, clematis’ ~ Lith Kilpa ‘loop’, Latv ci/pa id. 

kungull ‘marrow, pumpkin, bottle’ ~ Lith kufikulas ‘bubble. 

le (particle of jussive) ~ Lith Jar (particle of optative and 
permissive), Latv Jä let, OPrus Ja 

lerë ‘dirt, mud’ ~ Lith Zadrë ‘dirty person’. 

Hilë “small iron ring, loop-ring, link’ ~ Lith /ez/as ‘thin, supple, 
flexible’. 

loge ‘penis; testicles’ ~ Lith Zauka ‘gland’. 

mal ‘mountain’ ~ Lith ma/a ‘land’, Latv mala ‘bank, shore’. 

mis ‘limb, member” ~ Lith miklas ‘supple’, mitrus id 

modhull ‘vetch, chickling, chick-pea” ~ Lith maZzi/is “small”. 

mugull ‘shoot, bud, sprout’ ~ Lith “mugulas on which mugulitioti 
‘to move’. 

murg ‘dark, grey’ ~ Lith margas ‘multicolored’, mirgüoti ‘to 
sparkle, to shine’, Latv mirga ‘gleam’, murgs ‘fantastic image’. 

ndes ‘to have troubles’ ~ Lith dakyt “to mix up, to put in disorder’, 
daknytiid., dakanoti id. 

ngrydh ~ ngridh “to work up, to foment, to ferment’, refl. ‘to be in 
heat (of horses)’ ~ Lith eräm, griisti ‘to stamp, to punch’, Latv 


grist id. 
ngul ‘to thrust in, to stick in” ~ Lith kulti ‘to thresh’, Latv kult ‘to 
strike’. 


pelq ‘to stir up (water)’ ~ Lith pelkéti ‘to become marshy’, pëlkë 
‘marsh, swamp’, Latv pelce ‘puddle’, pe/cét ‘to urinate’. 

plish ‘kind of reed, Phragmites communis” ~ Lith p/(z)usis ‘reed’. 

qas ‘to approach” ~ Lith Fei. kësti ‘to stretch’. 

qikël ‘point, spike, peak’ ~ Lith kéku/as ‘lump, cluster’, Latv cekuls 
*forelock, cluster”. 

qurra ‘snot, snivel’ ~ Lith SHurti ‘to become dirty’. 

rrag ‘apron’ ~ Lith srifoga ‘skein, hank; tuft, hairlock”, srauga id. 

rrek ‘to strain, to bother’ ~ Lith rezka ‘need, necessity’, reikti ‘to be 
necessary’ 

rroj ‘to live, to stay” ~ Lith ron, roti ‘to cope, to be ready’. 

surmë ‘dark grey’ ~ Lith sifmas ‘grey’. 

tesha ‘belongings, utensils, things’ ~ Lith “esi, tiésti ‘to make 
right, to build, to set’, fersus ‘right’. 

tërë ~ tanë ‘whole, all’ ~ Lith tvinti ‘to rise, to swell (of water)’, 
tvanas ‘flood’. 
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trashë ‘thick, fat’ ~ Lith trasus ‘fat, fertile (of soil)’, 

thirr ‘soot’ ~ Lith sifvas ‘gray’. 

verzé ‘gill, branchia’ ~ Lith var/é ‘frog’ < *vardé, Latv varde. 
zorrë ‘gut’ ~ Lith Zarna id. 


1.5. Separate Albanian-Slavic isoglosses are not as frequent as 


Baltic ones: 


bac ‘elder brother, uncle’ ~ Slav *bat’a/*batja ‘elder brother, 
father’. 

bahe ‘sling’ ~ Slav *bojs ‘fight’. 

bredh ‘fir-tree’ ~ Slav *bredz ‘willow’. 

bruz ‘blue, indigo’ ~ Slav *bruds ‘dirt’, *brudsnzs ‘dirty’. 

drydhët “easy to plane (of wood)’ ~ Slav *dryzgati, *druzgati “to 
squeeze, to crush’. 

fle ~ Hë ‘to sleep’ ~ Slav */éjo, */éjati “to doze, to slumber’. 

hu ~ hii ‘picket, stake, pole, penis’ ~ Slav “xujë “penis”. 

kalli ‘ear of grain’ ~ Slav *ko/sz ‘ear of grain’. 

kedh ‘kid’ ~ Slav *koza “she-goat”. 

kohë ‘time’ ~ Slav *casz id. 

loz “to move, to shake, to play’ ~ Slav */adz ‘order, peace’, */aditi 
“to make order, to make peace”. 

lug ‘trough, water-trough, long gutter, pipe’, /ugé ‘spoon’ ~ Slav 
*/pga ‘spoon, blade’, */zZica id. 

mardhé ‘chill, frost, ice’ ~ Slav *morzz ‘frost’. 

marrtë ‘murky, cloudy, dim, dull’ ~ Slav “morxs ‘dusk, fog’. 

mirë ‘good’ ~ Slav *mirz ‘peace’. 

nge ‘time, leisure, chance, opportunity’ ~ Slav *godz ‘time, year’. 

ngroh ~ ngrof‘to warm’ ~ Slav *gréjo, *grétiid. 

shkardhé “dog chain; a long stick attached to a dog’s neck to 
prevent it from biting its master’ ~ Slav *jsz-gorda ‘fence’. 

shtrep ‘maggot, larva’ ~ Slav *strups ‘wound, scab, poison’. 

tjetër ‘other’ ~ Slav *eterz ‘some, somebody’. 

trap ‘ferry’ ~ Slav *tropa ‘path’. 

tres ‘to melt, to loosen, to dissolve’ ~ Slav “tratjo, *tratiti ‘to spend, 
to waste’. 


4.1.2.0. Isoglosses with Western Indo-European Languages. 
These are rather rare. Separate Germanic-Albanian isoglosses are, in 
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fact, unknown. There is only one Italo-Celtic-Albanian isogloss. Celtic- 
Albanian isoglossses are nearly as rare. 


4.1.2.1. The only isogloss where both Italic and Celtic are engaged is 
the following: 


blertë ‘green’ ~ Lat Hlorus ‘shining, bright’, Olr blár ‘gray’, W 
blawr id. 


4.1.2.2. The following are the known Celtic-Albanian parallels: 


(G) bérshé ‘juniper’ < *eburusa ~ Olr ibar id., Gaulish eburo-. 

dem “young bull’ ~ Olr dam ‘ox’ (probably also Gk Gouoko- 
‘calf’). 

rra ‘belly-worm’ ~ Olr frige ‘vermin, flesh-worm’. 

hënë ~ hanë ‘moon’ ~ Celt *kando- W cann ‘white’, MBret cann 
‘full moon’. 

shotë ‘big duck’ ~ W hwyadid., OCorn Zoetid., Bret houatid. 

verr ‘alder’ Bret gwern id., W gwernen id., MIr fern id. (cf. also 
Arm geran ‘beam, timber’). 


4.1.3.0. Isoglosses with Southeastern Indo-European languages. 
These isoglosses illustrate the intermediary position of Albanian 
between Balto-Slavic and the languages of the Southeastern area. Many 
of them leave an impression of being secondary, better explained by 
later linguistic contacts between Proto-Albanian and (in particular) 
Proto-Greek, probably somewhere in the northern part of the Balkans. 


4.1.3.1. Isoglosses connecting Albanian with the whole South-Eastern 
group are very few: 


njeri “man, person, human being’ ~ Skt nár- ‘man’ ~ Gk avnp id. ~ 
Arm ayr id. (but cf. Lat Nero). 

shqerra, shtjerra pl. ‘lambs’ ~ Skt starih ‘barren cow’ ~ Arm ster] 
“sterile, barren’ ~ Gk or£ipa id. 


4.1.3.2. Indo-Greek parallels to Albanian are also not very numerous: 


end ‘pollen’ ~ Skt ándhas- ‘herb’ ~ Gk av6oc ‘flower’. 
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fend “to fart’ ~ Skt spandate ‘to shiver’ ~ Gk opadatea ‘to shiver, 
to tremble’. 

gjer ‘till’ ~ Av ayar “day” ~ Gk tpt < * nepi “early” (cf. also Gmc 
*airiz ‘before, ere’). 

gjesh ‘to knead’ gjesh ‘to knead’ ~ Skt yásyati ‘to boil’ ~ Gk Céco 
‘to boil, to cook’. 

kolmé ‘pretty, winsome’ ~ Skt kalyd- ‘healthy’ ~ Gk Hom këXoç 
“beautiful”. 

ndaj ~ ndëj ‘to divide, to separate’ ~ Skt dayate id., dati “to cut, to 
divide’ ~ Gk 6atopot “to divide’. 

verré “hole” ~ Skt urú- ‘wide’, varas- ‘space, width’ ~ Gk eupuc 
‘wide’. 

ZË ~ zë ‘to seize, to grasp, to touch’ ~ Skt jya ‘force, power’, jayati 
‘to win, to conquer’ ~ Gk Bin ‘power’. 


3.3. Greco-Armenian isoglosses with Albanian are as follows: 


dhi ‘she-goat’ ~ Arm ayc id. ~ Gk odE id. 

dhuné ‘labor pains, shame, disgrace’ ~ Arm erkn ‘labor pains’ ~ Gk 
oduvn id. 

ëndërr ~ andërr ‘dream, sleep’ ~ Arm anowrj id. ~ Gk Oveipov, 
Oveipoc id. 

me “insufficience, lack; insufficient, scanty, not full’ ~ Arm manr 
‘small, thin ~ Gk avu’ uikpóv. "A0op&vec (Hes.), yavoc 
‘thin’. 

mykë “back edge (of knife)’ ~ Arm mxem ‘to put into, to insert’ ~ 
Gk puxóc ‘innermost part’. 


3.4. The amount of Greek-Albanian separate isoglosses is 


surprisingly high, especially if compared with similar Indo-Albanian and 
Armeno-Albanian lists. This particular proximity can be probably 
explained by intense secondary contacts of two proto-dialects. 


ag ‘twilight, dusk’ ~ Gk avyn ‘ray of light’. 

arrë ‘walnut-tree, walnut’ ~ Gk dpua' "o HpakëecoTIKa Kapua, 
Hes. 

bajgé ‘dung’ ~ Gk BoABi tov ‘cow dung’. 

bathë ‘broad bean’ ~ Gk dak?) ‘dish of lentils’, pakoc ‘lentil’. 

bëj ~ bëj ‘to do, to make” ~ Gk $atvo ‘to appear’. 
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bimë ‘plant’ ~ Gk dupa ‘plant’. 

bli~ bli ‘sturgeon’ ~ Gk BAéwvoc id. 

çandër ‘prop, support’ ~ Gk kévrpov ‘goad, spur’. 

dal ‘to go out’ ~ Gk Doha ‘to bloom’ < *‘to appear, to come out’. 

darkë ‘supper’ ~ Gk Soptrov id. 

deri ‘to, up to, till” ~ Gk Seupo, Sevpe, Seupt “here”. 

derr ‘pig’ ~ Gk xoipoc id. 

dyllë ‘wax’ ~ Gk xuAóc ‘juice’. 

dhallë ~ dhalltë ‘buttermilk’ ~ Gk yaXa “milk”. 

elb ‘barley’ ~ Gk oAgi‘kind of grain’. 

erdha aor. ‘came’ ~ Gk &pxopat “to come’. 

éndé ~ andë ‘appetite, desire, wish’ ~ Gk dvtat' AveHOI, avrac: 
Trvoac, Hes. 

faré ‘seed, semen, kin’ ~ Gk oTopa *seed'. 

grua ~ grue ‘woman, wife’ Gk ypauc ‘old woman’. 

heq ~ hek “to draw, to pull” ~ Gk OAkéco, causative of EXKCI ‘to 
draw’. 

hudhër ‘garlic’ ~ Gk oxopoSdov id. 

jetë ‘life’ ~ Gk £Téoc ‘true, real’, eta onn, ayaba (Hes.), 
Tale ‘to test”. 

kem ‘incense’ ~ Gk karrvóc ‘smoke’. 

keq ‘bad, evil’ ~ Gk kakoc ‘bad’ (and Phryg kakos id.). 

krye ‘head’ ~ Gk kpëviov ‘skull, head’. 

lerë ‘heap of stones, pebble bank’ ~ Gk Xaupa ‘alley, pass between 
rocks’. 

lumë ‘river’ ~ Gk Xuua ‘dirt’. 

mjalcë “bee” ~ Gk HEX10ga id. 

mos ‘not’ ~ Gk unre “and not’. 

ndesh ‘to meet’ ~ Gk 8rjo ‘to find”. 

ndyj ~ ndyej ‘to make dirty, to soil, to dip, to immerse’ ~ Gk úw 
‘to sink, to cause to sink, to plunge in’. 

përpjetë ‘rising, uphill; rise, slope; up” ~ Gk mpotetnc ‘promi- 
nent’, mporrëtouat ‘to fly forwards’. 

prish ‘to destroy, to spoil, to waste’ ~ Gk Tpi% ‘to saw’. 

pug ‘to fit together’. ~ Gk muka ‘thickly, strongly’, Tukvoc ‘thick, 
strong’. 

rrej — rrëj “to deceive’ ~ Gk apvëouat ‘to lie”. 

rrum ‘clapper; maize-cob stripped of corns’ ~ Gk papvoc ‘thorny 
bush’. 

rrush ‘grape’ ~ Gk poE id. 
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thek ‘to roast, to toast (bread) ~ Gk KËykEl” meta, KAYKOHËVNS' 
Enpac TG dóBco (Hes), mokukayknc ‘burning strongly’ 
(Hom.). 

thellë ‘deep; dark (of color)’ ~ Gk kóiAoc ‘hollow’. 

ujë ‘water’ < *udrja ~ Gk vdpia ‘water-bucket’. 


4.1.3.5. The number of Armeno-Albanian separate parallels is 
insignificant. 


ergjëz ‘young louse’ ~ Arm orji/ ‘louse’. 

gjithë “al” ~ Arm ezid. (both from *sem-£ho-). 

pah ‘scab, dust’ ~ Arm hogi ‘breath’ (both from *poujo-). 

trim ‘hero’, ‘brave, courageous’ ~ Arm farm ‘young, fresh, green’. 


4.1.3.6. Indo-Iranian parallels to Albanian are more numerous. 
Remarkably, some of them are connected with horse-keeping, horse- 
breeding and milk products: 


badér ‘narcissus, daffodil’ ~ Skt bhastra ‘bellows’. 

ëmbël ~ ambél ‘sweet’ ~ Skt aml/á- ‘sour’. 

gjem ‘bridle’ ~ Skt yama- id. 

gjysh ‘grandfather’ ~ Skt sisë ‘progenitor’. 

hirrë ‘whey’ ~ Skt Ksird- “milk”, Osset exsir id. 

kérr ‘donkey, ass, foal; gray’ ~ Skt kAdra- ‘donkey’, Av xaro id., 
Scyth *xara, Osset xereg id. 

mut ‘excrement’ ~ Skt muktá- ‘released’. 

tru ~ trü ‘brain’ ~ Skt tárupa- ‘young, tender’, Av fauruna- “young” 
(cf. also Gk Tépnv “tender”, répu: aobevéc, Aerrróv, Hes.). 

thadër ‘a kind of double-sided axe’ ~ Skt sastrá- ‘knife, sword’. 

Zot ‘lord, master, god’ ~ Skt vis-pati- ‘lord of the house’. 


4.1.4.0. Isogloss with Tocharian. There is only one lexical isogloss 
linking Albanian to Tocharian but it is very important. 


kush ‘who’ ~ Toch A kus id., B kuse id. (both from “K'u-so-). 
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4.2.0. Some of the lexical fields can be of importance for the analysis of 
the Proto-Albanian culture, its original homeland and earliest contacts. 
Below, several such lexical groups are described. 


Literature: PISANI Saggi passim; TAGLIAVINI Srratificazione passim. 


4.2.1.0. Kinship terms. The entire system of Indo-European kinship 
terms was completely reshaped in Proto-Albanian (apparently reflecting 
a radical social change). The only remaining terms keeping their 
original function are those of the parents-in-law and son-in-law: 


vjehërr ‘mother-in-law’ < EPA *swexura (with assimilation from 
expected *swetsura) < IE *suekra- (Skt svasrif- mother-in-law’, 
Lat socrus id.). Probably morphologically influenced by the 
masculine form. 

vjehërr ‘father-in-law’ < EPA *swexura (with assimilation) < 
IE *suekuros id. (Skt svasura- ‘father-in-law’, Gk exupoc id.). 

dhëndër ~ dhandér ‘bridegroom, son-in-law’ < EPA “dzanra < 
IE *$ener- ‘son-in-law’ (Lat gener). 


A daughter-in-law is simply described as ‘new’ (e reja), cf. from this 
point of view Slav *nevésta (if related to *neu- ‘new’). 


Old terms for parents were replaced with new Lallvvërter, of which the 
word for father can be, however, treated as an Indo-European dialectal 
term: 


néné ~ nané ‘mother’, a La//wort of Balkanic origin, cf. SCr nana 
id., Rum nand id. 

ëmë ~ amë ‘mother’. 

até ‘father’ < EPA “ata: Hitt atta-id., Lat atta id., Slav *otscs id. 


The old term for ‘mother’ was retained but changed semantically: 


motër ‘sister’ < EPA “mater < IE *mater- ‘mother’ (Skt matar-, Gk 
urrmp, Lat mater). 
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This change vvas, obviously, a part of a structural shift in the kinship 
system affecting female relatives insofar as the original Indo-European 
term for “sister” became a general term for “girl” in general: 


vajzë ‘girl’, based on “varë < EPA *swesara: Skt svësar-, Arm 
koyr, Lat soror. 


The word for ‘brother’, which replacedIE *bhrater might, in fact, be a 
very old archaism using two ancient social terms “sue and */eudh-: 


vëlla ‘brother’ < EPA *swe-/auda, composite of pronominal IE *sue 
and */auda < IE*Ieudh- (OHG Aur ‘people’, Slav "/jud» id.). 


Additional words for ‘elder brother'/'uncle'/'father' seems to be 
innovative Lallvvorter. 


apé ‘elder brother; dad’ < EPA "apa. 
bac ‘elder brother, uncle’ < EPA Zhang close to Slav “bara ~ 
*batja ‘elder brother, father’. 


Terms for 'son' and 'daughter' represent an Indo-European localism: 


bir ‘son’ < EPA “bira: Goth baur ‘son’ < IE *bhero-. 
bilë, bijë ‘daughter’ < EPA *bir(1)la derived from bir ‘son’. 


Cf. also a closely related ancient word for “child” as “suckling”: 


djalë “boy, youth’ < EPA “dela < IE“dhër- ‘to suck’ (Latv dels 
‘son’, Lat Giedi 


Second degree blood kinship was apparently irrelevant in the Proto- 
Albanian social structure. All corresponding terms have been borrowed 
from Latin: 


ungj ‘uncle’ € Lat avunculus ‘maternal uncle’. 

emté ‘aunt’ © Lat amita ‘paternal aunt’. 

nip ‘nephew, grandson’ € Lat nom. nepos ‘grandson’. 
mbesë ‘niece, granddaughter’ © Lat nepotia id. 
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4.2.1.1. Social organization. In Proto-Albanian some basic terms 
were preserved (though with radical changes in function), which reflect 
a social structure in which the notion of ‘house’ as ‘kin-unifier’ is of 
particular importance: 


vise ‘place’ < EPA *witsja < IE *ueikia similar to Gk otktà 
‘dwelling, house”. 

zot ‘lord, master, god’ < EPA *w(i)ts-pati-. Skt vis-pati- ‘lord of the 
house’. 

Zonjë ‘lady’ < EPA *w(i)ts-patnja, feminine formation related to 
Zot. 


Nothing can be said about the political organization of the Proto- 
Albanians. All Albanian political terminology is borrowed (mainly, 
from Latin). Hovvever, important elements of Albanian vendetta and 
related common law may well reflect certain archaic Indo-European 
patterns. 


The lexicon of economic exchange in Proto-Albanian is entirely 
secondary. Basic words, such as ‘to buy’ and ‘to sell’ are loanwords or 
newly built metaphors: 


blej ‘to buy’ © Rom “ablevare ‘to lift up, to relieve (from)’. 
shes ‘to sel < EPA “75-agtja < IE *ag- “to drive’. 


Albanian religious notions are hardly open to reconstruction. Yet, the 
word peréndi ‘God’ could cast some light on this problem. It appears to 
be a deverbative of peréndoj ‘to set (of the sun)’ which, in its turn, has 
been borrowed from Lat parentare ‘to bring a sacrifice (to the dead), to 
satisfy’ or, rather, from its passive correlate parentari. Thus, Albanian 
may have had a solar cult which, however, was fully formed after their 
arrival along the Adriatic coast. 


4.2.1.2. Geographic terminology: Rivers and water basins. This 
semantic group is of obvious relevance for all considerations related to 
the original Proto-Albanian homeland. The most striking feature of the 
geographic vocabulary is the limited number of words of Indo- 
European origin in Albanian related to sea (and sea-faring). This sector 
of the lexis abounds in Romance and Greek loans. The name of the sea 
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itself seems to be Indo-European, but rather it appears to be a common 
Albano-Germanic innovation for any depth: 


det ‘sea’ < EPA *deubeta ‘depth’ < IE*dheub- ‘deep’, cf. Gmc 
*deupipo ‘depth’ > Mu diepde, MLG dëpede, E depth. 


So far were the Proto-Albanians from maritime interests that even an 
old Greek loanword for “sea' has completely changed its meaning in 
Albanian: 


pellg ‘pond, pool, depth’ & Gk téAayoc ‘high sea’. 


Other hydronyms reflect a more complicated picture. Besides two basic 
words for ‘river’ and ‘stream’ 


lumë ‘river’ < EPA */uma: Gk Xuua ‘dirt’: IE */eu(a)- ‘dirt’. 
rrymë ‘flow (of water)’ < EPA *srüma: Gk pevua ‘stream’, ON 


straumr id., Lith sraumuoe ‘fast stream”. 


Albanian seems to use relatively recent loanwords to describe 
mountainous brooks rushing through ravines or larger rivers falling 
into a sea. Hence the following borrowings: 


laké ‘defilé, valley’ = Gmc */akaz ‘brook, river, swamp’, cf. OHG 
lahha, OE Jacu. 

përrua ~ pérrue ‘brook; river-bed’ © Slav *porovs ~ “parove, cf. 
Pol parów ‘ravine’, name of a source in Greece TlopoBoc. 

zall ‘river sand, river bank” < EPA “aigjala 9 Gk atyraXoc ‘river 
bank”. 

rrëke ‘stream (of rain), mountain brook’ © Slav *réka ‘river’. 


On the other hand, words for quieter currents and, sometimes, stagnant 
pools are of Indo-European origin: 


bérraké ‘muddy pool, pond, swamp’ < birë ‘hole’. 

hurdhë ‘pond, pool’ < EPA *wurda: Slav “virg ‘whirlpool’, *variti 
‘to cook’, Lith vérdu, virti id. 

ledh ‘mud, alluvium, clay; wall, earth mound; river-mouth, balk’ < 
EPA */aida. OPrus /aydis ‘clay’. 

makérr ‘stagnant green on ponds’ < maké ‘glue, scum, skin’. 
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amull ‘stagnant (of water) < EPA “a-mulva: Lith mulvé ‘silt, 
marsh’, multi “to get dirty’. 

shtrap ‘stagnant green on ponds’ < EPA “sfrapa: MHG straf ‘tight’, 
Lith par-strapinti ‘to drag oneself back’. 


Marshes were a usual part of the landscape, too: 


baltë ‘swamp, marsh, dirt, earth’ < EPA “balta « IE *bhólatom id. 
(Slav *bolto, cf. Lith baltas ‘white’ ). 

lëgatë ‘marsh’ < EPA */eugata: Illyr Zou Aovyeoc Kahopevov, 
Lith /itigas id., Slav */uZa ‘pool’. 

vurg ‘marsh, swamp’ < EPA *wurga: Gk òpyaw ‘to be soaked’, 
opyac ‘marsh, meadow’. 


Rivers, as described above, were easy to cross by foot, at least at fords: 


bredh “to jump, to spring’ < EPA “breda: Slav *bredo, “bresti “to 
wade, to ford’, Lith brend, brìsti id. 
Shtyr ~ shtir ‘to push; to cross (a river)” < shtyj “to push’. 


but cf. the word for ‘ford’ of Romance origin: 
va ‘ford’ € Lat vadum id. 


Rivers of the Proto-Albanian homeland abounded in dangerous deep 
places and whirlpools: 


urelé ‘water-pit’ < EPA *urelz: ON ar ‘drizzle’, OPrus wurs 
“pool”. 

ngjire ‘whirlpool < gjerë ‘broad, wide’. 

grellë ‘deep place’ < EPA “eritiz: Lith gurklys ‘crop’, OPrus 
gurcle ‘throat’, Slav *ezrdlo id., cf. also *Zerdlo ‘river-bed; 
opening’. 


The banks of rivers were covered with forests: 


gjazé ‘riverside forest’ < EPA *sedja < IE *sed- ‘to sit, to be 
settled’, cf. in particular Slav *sadz ‘garden, grove’. 


4.2.1.3. Geographic terminology: Forests and bush. It is clear that 
the Proto-Albanians were not acquainted with forests. The word for 
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‘forest’ was borrowed from a Romance term for ‘swamp’, presumably, 
when the Proto-Albanians reached the lowlands of the Adriatic shore: 


pyll ‘forest’ © Balk Rom "padülem < Lat paludem ‘swamp’. 
On the contrary, the original word for “bush” was not borrowed: 


Shkorret, shkurre ‘bush’ < EPA “skara derived from shqerr ‘to 
tear’ < EPA “skera. 


Some old Indo-European names of trees (including basic conifers!) 
survived in Albanian: 


ah ‘beech-tree’ < EPA *aksa: IE *osk- (Gk oo ‘beech’, Arm haci 
‘ash-tree’, ON askr id., Maced à&oc: UAn). 

bli~ bf “linden” < EPA *blina: Lith blindis, blendis ‘Salix caprea”. 

bredh ‘fir-tree’? < EPA *brada: Slav “breds ‘willow’. 

dushk, drushk ‘oak’ < EPA *druska, derivative of dru ‘tree’ < IE 
*dreu- ‘tree, oak’. Cf. also /end ‘acorn’ < EPA */enta < 
IE */ent- ‘linse’ (Lat /ens, lëntis, OHG Jinsi, Slav */etja). 

pishë ‘pine’ < EPA “pr-s-a: Gk tituc, Lat pinus (but cf. also vgje ~ 
vgjë “pine” © Lat abiegnum ‘related to fir’, derivative of 
abietem ‘fir’ ). 

verr ‘alder’ < EPA *werna: Bret gwern id., W gwernen id., Mir 
fernid. 

vidh ‘elm’ < EPA *widza: Kurd viz id., OE vec id., and, with 
nasalization, Lith vinksnaid., Slav “veze id. 


The above list is opposed to the following Latin loans, which include a 
new word for ‘birch’: 


frashér ~ frashén “ash-tree” © Lat fraxinus id. 

gështenjë ‘chestnut’ © Lat castanea id. 

méshtekér ~ mështekën ‘birch’ © Lat masticinus ‘related to the 
mastic-tree'. 

palnjé ‘maple’ & Rom "plátania derived from Lat platanus 'plane- 
tree”. 

plep ‘poplar’ & Rom *p/opus, metathesis of Lat populus id. 

rrobull “mountain pine’ © Lat robur ‘oak’ with a dissimilation of 
sonorants. 
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shelg ‘willow’ © Lat salix id. 


The general impression of this semantic group is that newly acquired 
tree names mostly refer to plants historically located in more southern 
and southeastern geographic zones. 


4.2.1.4. Geographic terminology: Mountains. In this group, basic 
notions are of distinctly Proto-Albanian origin: 


gur “stone, rock’ < EPA “gura < IE*g’era- ‘mountain’ (Skt oer, Av 
gairi-, Lith giria ‘wood’, Latv dead, Slav *gora ‘mountain, 
wood‘). 

mal ‘mountain’ < EPA "ala: Lith ma/a ‘land’, Latv mala ‘bank, 
shore’. 


However, all specific terms related to the mountainous relief or to life 
in the mountains are borrowed. Cf. the following examples: 


bjeshkë ‘mountain pasture’ € Rom “*pastica based on Lat pastus 
‘pasture’. 

késhyre “mountain path, path in the ravine’ © Lat c/ausüra, clüsüra 
‘lock, bar, bolt; castle, fort’. 

kolibe “hut (in the mountains)’ 4 Slav *kolyba id. 

ravgé ‘path (in mountains)’ © Slav *roveks ‘ditch’. 


Summing up the data of 4.2.1.2-4, we may say that the Proto-Albanians 
lived in a swampy area of sparsely growing trees and relatively small 
rivers, but definitely not in the high mountains of the Balkans, with their 
ravines and valleys. 


4.2.1.5. Domestic animals. Proto-Albanians were cattle-breeders. The 
corresponding terms are well preserved: 


dem “young bull” < EPA *dama. Olr dam ‘ox’ and Gk 8apados 
‘calf’. 

dhi ‘she-goat’ < EPA *aidzija: Gk ai€ id. 

edh “he-goat' < EPA *aidza: Gk alë ‘goat’, Arm ayc id. 

kedh ‘kid’ < EPA *kadza: Slav “koza ‘she-goat’. 

lopë ‘cow’ < EPA */apa: Latv /udps ‘cattle’. 
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mjel ‘to milk” < EPA “melga: Gk ayédyoo id., Lat mulgeo id., Lith 
mëlziu, mëlzti id. 

ter ‘bull’ < EPA "aura: Gk tavpoc id., Lat taurus id., Lith tadras 
id., Slav *furz id. 

vic ‘calf < EPA *wetusa further related to *weta > vit ‘year’, cf. 
Skt vatsa- ‘calf. 


The borrowed nature of the words for ‘dog’ (gen from Latin, shaké 
from Iranian) may indicate that Proto-Albanians were better acquainted 
with large cattle breeding than with the cultivating of goats and sheep. 


At the same time, Albanian seems to preserve a few very important 
terms connected with the domestication of the horse, even though such 
basic words as ‘horse’ were borrowed (kalë © Lat caballus id.): 


gjem ‘bridle’ < EPA *jama: Skt yama- id. 

pelë ‘mare’ < EPA *poula: Gk nchoc ‘foal’, Goth fula id. 

rreth ‘hoop, rim (of wheel); circle’, deminutive in -th of "rat 
‘wheel’, cf. Skt rátha- ‘wagon’, Lat rota ‘wheel’, Olr roth, 
OHG rad. 


PHONETIC TABLES* 
Vowels 


From Indo-European to Proto-Albanian 


Indo-European Early Proto-Albanian 

Za Za 
Zo Za 

Za 
ta fe (rare) 

( (after a stressed vowel) 
Ze Ze 
*] *] 
Zu Zu 
Fa ta 
*e “ez *4 
Zo to 
Wi *] 
Z0 “i 
fal fal 
“ol fal 
tel Zei 
*au *au 
Zou fal 
*eu *eu 


* Not all combinatorial changes are included. For the development of clusters see the 
main text. Modern Albanian is represented by the Tosk dialect. 
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From Proto-Albanian to modern Albanian (Tosk) 


Early Proto-Albanian 


Za 


Ze 


"j 


Zu 


RE SE fee. En Een Ant eS, ee 


Albanian (Tosk) 


a 

e (by umlaut) 

ë, Ø (unstressed) 

ë (before nasals) 

Je, ie 

e (before “dz, “ts, “nd, “nt, “mb) 
e (after c, ç, gj, q, Lr) 

Ja (before *í of the next syllable) 
a< Ja (after gj) 

1 (before m + sibilant or affricate) 
1 (due to morphonological factors) 
é (irregularly, before nasals) 

i 

y (before a labial) 

u 

o 

ua (before r and nasals) 

ye (before n, /and a front vowel) 
e 

ve (in anlaut) 

ua (before r and nasals) 

i 

Y 

1 (in auslaut) 

1 (before and after labials) 
1(before “jand "7 of the next syllable) 
e 

i 

a 

e (by umlaut) 

ë, Ø (unstressed) 

e 


Indo-European 


*m 
*n 


Sé 


" 
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Sonorants 


From Indo-European to Proto-Albanian 


| 
| 


Early Proto-Albanian 


ta 

ta 

“i (before consonantal clusters, “7, */) 
tul 

“ir (before consonantal clusters, “7, Zu 
fur 

*j 

*w 

*m 

*n 

*] 

*r 


From Proto-Albanian to modern Albanian (Tosk) 


Early Proto-Albanian 


*m 


*n 


Albanian (Tosk) 


il, li 

ul, lu 

Ir, ri 

ur, ru 

gj (anlaut, before Za “e, “0) 
j(anlaut, before “a, *u) 

Ø (inlaut, after front vowels) 

x (inlaut, after non-front vowels) 


v (anlaut) 

Ø (inlaut, absorbed by long vowels) 
m 

mb (auslaut, irregularly) 

n (anlaut) 

r (inlaut, after unstressed vowels) 
Ø (inlaut, after stressed vowels) 


—— rr EN —— 
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ai l 1 (anlaut and clusters) 
1 (inlaut) 
T, IT 

žr r (in clusters) 


Ø (auslaut, after “e) 
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Consonants 


From Indo-European to Proto-Albanian 


Indo-European 


Ze 


Early Proto-Albanian 


Ze (anlaut and clusters) 
*x (between vowels) 
KS (after 77, Zu 

"p 

Zb 

*p 

8 


Ze (before Zu) 

*dz 

*g7 (before Zu 

“dz 

“dz (before Zu 

*k 

“is (before front vowels and “7) 
x, 

E 

7 (before front vowels and “7) 


Kol 


d. 
E 
“dz (before front vowels and Zu 


From Proto-Albanian to modern Albanian (Tosk) 


Early Proto-Albanian 


Ze 
Ex 


Ze 
E 
D 


Albanian (Tosk) 
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Zb b 
*f t 
d 
"d l dh (between vowels and after r) 
*K k 
"g e 
fs th 
dh 
“dz danlaut, if follovved by sibilants) 
Ka KË S 


“dz Z 
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acar 1, 68, 219 
acish 243 

aco 242 

acosh 243 

adhuroj 80 

afér 95 

afté 24, 118 

ag 13, 67, 140, 144, 222, 258 
agje 140, 144 
agjénoj 108 
agjéroj 108 

ah 266 

ai 242 

aj 185 

ajké 90, 107 

aké 246 

ambél 52, 89, 176, 260 
amé 153, 176, 261 
améz 92, 153 
amull 81, 174, 254, 265 
andé 169, 258 
andérr 77, 85, 136, 223, 258 
andrra 136 

ané 94 

anémik 56 

anézé 107 

ang 94, 135, 218 
angérr 94 

ap 62 

apé 262 

ar 35, 135, 165 
ara 135, 138 
arbén 55 

arbér 55 

aré 53, 138 
argésh 90, 159 

ari 165 

ark 106, 107, 225 
armé 58, 224 
armik 56 

arnoj 36 

arqitë 39 

arrë 81, 117, 258 
arrëzë 107 


arrij 36 

arsye 34, 164 
arsyeshëm 164 
asaj 242 

aso 242 

asish 243 
asosh 243 
ashkë 1, 99 
asht 96, 228 
ashtë 143 

at 143 

ata 243 

atë 243 

atë 230, 243, 261 
atën 230 

ati 243 

atij 243 

ato 243 

atyne 243 
atyre 243 

athët 68, 125 
avuj 51 

avull 42, 51, 64, 253 
ay 19, 243 


bac 74, 256, 262 
badër 89, 260 

badhër 89 

bagëm 23, 102 

bagëti 38 

bahe 47, 256 

baj 63, 76, 185, 258 
bajgë 63, 71, 90, 258 
bakti 38 

balçëm 103, 124 
balgë 90 

balshëm 103 

baltë 3, 223, 252, 265 
ballë 51, 132, 166, 223 
ballungë 166 

banë 94, 166, 176 

bar 53, 229 

bardhë 3, 63, 69, 90, 175 
barëna 229 
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barëra 229 

bari 165 

bark 66, 137, 140, 144, 157, 175 

barkë 24 

barmë 90, 163 

barqe 137, 140, 144 

barukë 90, 157 

barrë 52, 91, 133, 239, 253 

bashkë 91, 99, 159 

bathë 1, 133, 239, 258 

be 12, 22, 79, 138 

bekoj 116, 202 

belbë 24 

berk 156 

beronjë 166 

berr 81, 90, 144, 157, 250 

berra 144 

besa 137 

besé 101, 137, 155, 220 

bëj 63, 76, 166, 186, 215, 258 

bërrakë 157, 264 

béré 215 

bërshë 257 

bërtas 144 

bërtet 144 

bërryl 176 

bie 3, 53, 101, 141, 146, 173, 182, 
185, 212,215 

bigë 78 

bij 128 

bijë 89, 162, 262 

bijëz 128 

bilë 89, 262 

bilonjë 166 

bimë 11, 163, 223, 259 

bind 7, 183, 196 

binda 196 

bir 89, 128, 253, 262 

bira 128 

birë 43, 128, 158 

birq 43 

birth 128, 158 

birtha 128 

bishë 32, 103, 110, 224 

bisht 11, 160, 170 

bishtajë 28, 104 

bisk 121 


bjer(ë) 212 

bjerr 198 

bjeshkë 24, 104, 119, 267 

blatë 22, 30 

blehurë 162, 250 

blej 36, 57, 215, 263 

blerë 154, 215 

blertë 9, 52, 154, 257 

bletë 113, 118, 25 

bli 50, 160, 231, 254, 259, 266 

bli 50, 231, 254, 259, 266 

blinj 231 

blishtë 160 

blorë 87 

blova 142 

blozë 153 

bluaj 113, 142, 153 

bluej 113, 142 

bohet 83, 147, 189 

boj 8, 83, 140, 147, 189, 199 

bolle 91, 150 

bollë 27 

bon 140 

borë 229 

borëra 229 

borigë 120 

borna 229 

borra 198 

bosht 230 

boshtinj 230 

bota 133 

botë 82, 133, 155, 220 

bova 140, 199 

bram 92, 163 

bredh 4, 6, 146, 148, 180, 198, 252, 
256, 265, 266 

breg 146 

bregje 146 

brej 63, 76, 140, 149, 160, 188 

brëj 76, 149, 188 

brejta 140, 

brekë 24, 111 

bren 140 

brenda 4, 94 

brengë 156 

breshën 165 

breshër 165 
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breshkë 28 

breshtë 160 

bretk 28, 111 

brez 14, 254 

bri 128, 131, 158 
bri 131 

brigje 146 

brimë 163 

brinë 235, 236 

brinj 131, 

brirë 128, 131, 158, 235, 236 
brirth 128, 158 
brirthë 128 

brisk 121 

brodha 148, 198 
brumë 45, 233, 234 
brushtull 52, 250 
brushtulla 52, 96 
bruz 75, 149, 256 
brydh, 52 

brymë 34, 58, 103, 111 
buaj 51 

buall 41, 51 

buças 204 

buej 51 

buell 41, 51, 59 

buj 188, 201 

baj 188, 201 

bujk 80, 113 

bujta 201 

bájta 201 

bukë 103, 224 
bukël 161, 162 
bukur 161, 162 
bulbër 104, 110, 226 
bulë 29, 58, 103, 225 
bulk 113 

bullog 40 

bung 94, 157 

bunga 94 

burdhë 150 

burrë 233 

bush 118 

bushtër 38, 121 

but 29, 118 

butë 8, 101, 153 
buzé 8, 75, 220, 254 


cemté 154 
cérij 69, 201 
céril 121 
cérita 201 
cerk 196 
cerka 196 
cermé 6, 68, 121, 154 
cité 13, 73 
cub 121 

cup 152 
curr 196 
curra 196 


çaj 6, 99, 189 
calé 76, 99, 169 


candér 4, 52, 95, 99, 259 


care 121 

cars 99, 190, 195 
carta 195 

cé 73 

cel 76, 196 
cela 196 

cem 99, 187 
cerdhe 39, 120 
cimké 34, 109 
çjerr 6, 53, 99 
çmoj 119 

coj 120, 202 


dac 144 

daca 144 

dadan 4 

daj 188, 199 
dak 82, 149, 254 
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dal 65, 76, 144, 148, 181, 198, 209, 


259 
dalté 39 
dam 24, 105, 115,225 
dangé 252 
darka 136 


darké 71, 90, 124, 136, 149, 223, 259 


darsmé 90, 164 
dasmé 90, 164 


dash 14, 21, 62, 65, 127, 132, 143, 


221, 251 
dava 199 
déftoj 116, 201 


278 INDEX OF ALBANIAN FORMS 


degé 82, 127 dishké 28, 105 

deh 183 dishté 28, 105 

dej 47, 51 dit 133, 

del 144, 145 dita 133, 200 

dell 51, 87, 143, 150, 166 dité 10, 64, 133, 177, 220 
dem 48, 64, 144, 221, 234, 257, 267 ditézi 177 

dema 144, 236 djalé 3, 65, 128, 131, 147, 231, 233, 
demesh 237 234, 237, 262 

demi 234 djall 57 

dend 4 djathé 4, 154, 229 

denjé 104, 115, 123 djathéra 229 

derdh 182 djathna 229 

deré 14, 17, 82, 138, 217 djathté 5, 64, 154, 100 

dergj 77, 198, 251 dje 3, 101 

deri 14, 259 djeg 3, 65, 72, 78, 141, 145, 146, 
derk 146 148, 180, 185, 198, 215 
derr 2, 77, 127, 135, 221, 259 djegé 215, 216 

derra 127, 135, 236 djel 128, 131, 

desh 21, 127, 132, 143 djelm 128, 131, 231 

desha 195 djelméz 128 

deshté 247 djem 131, 231 

det 22, 79, 154, 253, 264 djerr 5, 53, 64, 70, 90, 91, 198 
detyré 26, 104, 225 djersé 74, 155 

dékoj 106 dogja 141, 148, 198 

délir 202 dola 148, 198 

déliroj 202 doli 209 

déllénjé 166 dora 198 

déllinjé 143, 166 doré 15, 17, 70, 177, 217 
dém 24, 105, 115, 225 dorézané 177 

dérpénj 230 dorgja 198 

dérrasé 155 dosé 155, 222 

déshiroj 103 dra 79, 251 

déshmoj 105, 119 dra 79, 251 

di 46, 200 dragonj 231 

diej 51 dragua 33, 105, 111, 226, 231 
diell 3, 51, 81 drang 89, 136, 140, 224 
digja 145 drangje 136, 140, 235, 236 
digjni 145 drangoj 231 

dihas 204 dra(n)gue 33, 105, 111, 226, 231 
diké 10, 66 drapén 230 

dilja 145 drapér 230 

dilni 145, drapinj 230 

dimén 69, 135, 218 dre 50, 89, 174 

dimér 13, 49, 49, 69, 135 dré 50, 89 

dimna 135 dredh 5, 64, 69, 89, 153, 198 
dimra 135 dredhalesh 


dirq 146 dregé 45, 67, 78 


drejtë 25, 116 

drekë 45 

dreq 24, 229 

dreqën 230 

dreqër 230 

drënjë 16, 165 

drinjë 12, 166 

drita 101 

dritë 43, 88, 101, 176 
drithë 43, 70, 97, 223, 229 
drithëra 229 

drithna 229 

drizë 43, 75 

drodha 198 

droe 88 

drojta 201 

dromcë 121 

drova 142 

dru 8, 48, 52, 88, 217 
dra 48, 88 

druaj 142, 188, 201, 254 
druajta 201 

drudhe 254 

druej 142, 188, 201, 254 
drushk 159, 266 
drydhët 160, 256 
dryshk 160 

dua 70, 147, 187, 195 
duaj 16, 65, 131, 221 
dual 209 

duar 17 

due 70, 147, 187, 195 
duej 17, 65, 131, 221 
duer 17 

duroj 105, 34 

dushk 140, 159, 266 
dushqe 140 

dy 18, 64, 248 

dyer 17, 138 

dyllé 70, 87, 259 
dymbédhjeté 65, 248 
dynd 196 

dynda 196 

dytë 249 

dyzet 134 


dha 194, 209 
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dhallë 1, 51, 124, 217, 259 
dhalltë 124, 259 

dhamb 69, 131, 221 
dhambe 237 

dhambesh 237 

dhambé 131, 235, 236 
dhamé 209 


dhandér 52, 69, 89, 131, 218, 261 


dhanduré 131, 235 
dhané 194, 209, 214 


dhashë 193, 194, 208, 209, 214 


dhatë 194, 209 


dhe 101, 194, 209, 217, 229 


dhemb 5, 69, 196 
dhemba 196 

dhena 229 

dhera 229 

dhez 185 

dhëmb 69, 131,221 
dhëmbe 237 
dhëmbesh 237 
dhëmbë 131, 235, 236 


dhëndër 52, 69, 89, 131, 218, 261 


dhénduré 131, 235 
dhéne 

dhéné 209, 214 

dhi 7, 258, 267 
dhiré 177 

dhjamé 229 
dhjaméra 229 
dhjamna 229 

dhjes 3, 69, 185, 200 
dhjetë 66, 220, 248 
dhjeva 200 

dhuné 65, 94, 155, 258 
dhuroj 33 


ec 192, 212 

ecéj 192, 212 
eci 192 

edh 12, 124, 267 
egjëll 174 

egjér 26, 111 

eh 161, 184, 185 
ehuj 51 

ehull 51, 161 
eja 212 
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6jé 84, 93, 167, 222 


elb 1, 52, 63, 135, 217, 229, 259 


elbëna 135, 229 
elbëra 135, 229 
em 244 

eme 244 

emén 92, 135, 218 
emér 92, 135, 218 
emna 92, 135 
emra 92, 135 
emté 24, 124, 262 
end 65, 135, 218, 252, 257 
engjëll 24, 124 
enjé 84, 93, 166, 167, 222 
erdha 195, 259 
eré 229 

eréna 229 

eréra 229 

ergjéz 260 

err 13, 88 

eséll 174 

esh 6, 131, 

eshé 131, 235, 236 
eshke 100 

eshta 135 

eshté 135, 217 
eshténa 228 
eshtna 143 

eshtra 143, 228 

et 91, 155, 251 
etén 143, 230 

etér 143, 230 

ethe 12, 135, 218 


ëj 185 

ëmbël 52, 89, 176, 260 

ëmë 261 

ëndë 169, 259 

ëndërr 77, 85, 136, 223, 258 
ëndrra 85, 136 

është 143 


faj 109, 142, 144 

faj 185 

faje 144 

fajkonj 142 

fajkua 33, 113, 123, 142 


fajkue 33, 113, 123, 142 
famë 30 

famull 55 

faqe 108 

farë 53, 95, 124, 133, 239, 259 
farkë 111 

fat 30, 104, 225 

fato 233 

fe 29, 80 

fëjej 142 

felë 36 

femën 31 

femër 31 

fëmijë 104, 225 
fend 95, 196, 258 
fenda 196 

fëndyel 

fërgoj 202 

fërkoj 201 

ferr 26, 112 

ferrë 6, 95, 177 
fëndyell 143 

fiale 36 

fik 196, 254 

fika 196 

fishkem 100 

fjalë 95, 132, 223 
fjeta 200 

flak 2, 48, 150, 181 
flakë 229 

flakëna 229 

flakëra 229 

flas 144, 191, 192 
flashkët 100, 252 
fle 6, 46, 170, 200, 256 
flë 46, 170, 200, 256 
flegë 171 

flet 144, 171 

fletë 101, 154, 200, 251 
fli 56 

fli 56 

flok 27, 104,225 
flugë 70, 171 
fluturoj 117 

fortë 104 

fqinjë 108, 110 

fraq 229 


fraqna 229 

fraqra 229 

frashën 24, 118, 266 
frashër 24, 118, 266 
fre 32, 56 

frë 32, 56 

fruer 58 

fryej 95 

fryj 10, 95 

fryt 34, 117 

fshaj 189, 195 
fshana 195 

fshat 105, 225, 229 
fshatna 229 
fshatra 229 

fsheh 183, 197 
fsheha 197 

fshiké 34 

ftof 8, 47, 185 

ftoh 8, 47, 185 
ftua 33, 116 

ftue 33, 116 

fund 104, 143, 225 
fuqi 113, 164 
fuqishëm 164 
furké 104, 176, 225 
furr 112 

furré 112 

furrik 28, 112 
furriq 28 

fus 95, 186, 

fushé 28, 103, 225 
fyell 17 

fyll 17 

fyshkem 100 

fyt 95, 175 

fytyré 34, 58, 117 


gabonjé 100, 166 
gajgé 120 

gak 156 

galamsh 169 
gamule 252 

gand 254 

garbe 72, 125, 152 
garbé 173 


gardh 65, 136, 221, 224 
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gardhe 136, 235, 236, 237 
gardhesh 237 
gardhé 141, 174 
garé 70 

gargull 254 

garris 122 

gashté 160 

gaté 42 

gatova 142 

gatuaj 41, 142, 204 
gatuej 41, 142, 204 
gaz 35, 107, 225 
gdhe 169, 170, 190 
gdhé 169, 170, 190 
gdhend 170, 190 
gdhij 170, 186, 200 
gdhij 170, 186, 195, 200 
gdhina 195, 200 
gdhiva 200 

ger 14, 144 

gera 144 

gélbazé 120 

géloj 199 

gélova 199 

gërçak 120 

gërdhij 189, 251 
gërhas 120 
gërjepë 169 
gërmadhë 120 
gërresë 155 
gërryej 141 
gërshanë 106 
gërshas 192, 195 
gërshërë 106 
gështallë 67, 91, 169 
gështenjë 106, 110, 266 
gëthep 169 

gisht 228 

gishtëra 228 
gishtna 228 

glatë 87, 101 
gledhë 65, 78 


glepë 62, 67, 125, 141, 169, 174 


glémb 85 
gloq 67, 170 
gluhë 67 
gobellë 162, 
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godas 204 

gojë 177 

gojëlidhni 177 

gomë 29 

gorricë 122 

gosë 71 

gra 131, 

graba 136 

grabë 68, 78, 86, 136 
grabis 203 

graf 71, 86, 100, 184 
grah 71, 86, 100, 184 
gram 229 

gramna 229 

gramra 229 

grath 133, 

grathé 133, 

gravë 48, 254 

greh 161 

grehull 161 

grek 35 

grella 136 

grellë 43, 44, 72, 87, 136, 252 
grenzë 43, 86, 93, 150 
grep 169 

grera 129 

greraz 129 

grerë 43, 45, 86, 93, 129, 150 
grerëz 129 

grëmëratë 57, 106, 225 
grifshé 119 

grigj 27, 106, 226 
grih 68, 100, 183 

grij 43, 72, 86, 163 
gríj 72, 86, 163 

grill 106 

grima 137, 239 

grimé 137, 163, 238 
grish 181 

grisha 195 

groshé 39 

grua 18, 131, 259 
grue 18, 131, 259 
gruné 71, 132, 223 
gruré 44, 71, 132, 223 
grusht 40 

gryka 133, 


gryké 18, 133, 157, 239 
guaj 133, 

guall 68, 133, 

gulcoj 110 

gultoj 27, 201 

guné 177 

gunédhiré 177 

gur 72, 128, 133, 219, 267 
guré 128, 133, 

gurth 128 

gurtha 128 

gus 

gusht 106, 225 

gutë 118 


gjà 2, 15, 134 

gjah 176 

gjaj 83, 170, 188, 201 
gjajta 201 

gjak 61, 124, 138, 221, 229, 233, 234 
gjakna 138, 229 
gjakra 138, 229 

gjaku 234 

gjallë 81 

gjalm 93, 164 

gjalpé 4, 6, 52, 61 
gjana 134 

gjandér 24, 113 

gjané 49, 93, 165 
gjage 138, 235 
gjarpén 49, 61, 218 
gjarpér 49, 61, 218 
gjashtë 4, 96, 220, 248 
gjaté 42, 87, 101 
gjava 201 

gjazé 75, 167, 265 
gjedh 173 

gjej 83, 140, 188 

gjëj 83, 188 

gjel 24, 58, 109, 174 
gjelbën 24, 56, 57, 103, 112 
gjelbër 24, 56, 57, 103, 112 
gjellë 153 

gjellëz 153 

gjem 46, 260, 268 
gjemb 85 

gjen 140 
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gjer 34, 46, 58, 112, 258 
gjerb 61, 63, 196 

gjerba 196 

gjerdhe 136, 224 

gjerë 49, 165 

gjesh 46, 75, 181, 196 
gjesha 196 

gjeshtër 25 

gjeta 140 

gjeth 82, 97, 136, 144, 251 
gjezdis 59 

gjë 2, 61, 134 

gjémoj 106 

gjéndér 24, 112 

gjër 16, 46, 93, 165 
gjëra 134 

gji 7, 15, 50, 132 

gji 15, 50, 132, 235 
gjidhë 7 

gjinde 27, 109, 114 
gjinonj 54 

gjithë 7, 92, 260 

gjollë 133, 220 

gjova 142 

gju 15, 50, 71 

gji 15, 50, 71 

gjuaj 46, 142, 171 

gjuej 46, 142, 171 

gjuhë 61, 67, 132, 149, 251 
gjumë 8, 61, 93, 233, 234 
gjurmë 149 

gjuvengë 29, 25, 54, 55, 114 
gjykoj 36, 54 

gjym(é)sé 155 

gjymtyrë 54, 116 
gjysami 177 

gjysë 177 

gjysmë 155 

gjysh 10, 62, 132, 230, 260 
gjyshë 132, 235 

gjyshën 132, 230 

gjyshër 132, 230 


ha 22, 79, 161 

hakë 107 

hala 127, 128, 138, 247 
halave(t) 247 
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halë 76, 127, 128, 138, 158, 222, 


238, 254 
halën 247 
hall 91, 164 
halth 128, 158 
haltha 128 
hamull 161 
hanë 16, 257 
hanëzë 107 
hangra 215 
hap 182 
harabel 39 
hark 107 
harm(i) 190 
harmëshor 24, 107 
harmoj 190 
harr 98, 187 
harroj 107, 111 
harrok 158 
he 10 
hë 16 
hedh 14, 65, 98, 198 
heje 136 
hek 198, 259 
helm 164 
helq 90 
hell 9, 51, 98, 136, 160 
helle 136, 235 
hellesh 237 
heq 90, 148, 176, 198, 259 
herdhe 65, 69, 98, 137 
heré 32, 107 
hermoj 107 
heshté 160 
hetoj 107, 117 
hé 16 
hënë 16, 98, 257 
hi 7, 131, 218 
hî 131, 218 
hidhem 154 
hidhét 154 
hije 10, 98 
hikérr 99 
hime 13, 92, 98, 164 
hingél 57, 107 
hip(ëj) 98 
hir 98, 251 
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hirrë 10, 53, 98, 132, 223, 260 
hisëll 51 

hiséll 51 

hisëlla 51 

hisëlla 51 

hitas 204 

hodha 198 

hoje 142 

hoka 198 

hoqa 148, 198 

horr 

hu 8, 16, 50, 98, 138, 221, 256 
hu 50, 98, 138, 221, 256 
huaj 17, 76, 148, 221 
huall 142 

hudhër 44, 136, 223, 259 
hudhra 136 

huej 17, 76, 148, 221 
huell 142 

humb 63, 98, 175, 183, 196, 251 
humba 196 

hunj 138 

hurba 137, 239 

hurbë 137, 238 

hurdhë 153, 264 

hut 154 

hyej 189 

hyj 18, 189, 195 

hyj 195 

hyll 18, 107 

hypi 98 

hyra 


ijë 34, 128 

ijëz 128 

ik 179, 212 
ikëj 13, 179, 195, 212, 254 
ikëna 195 

im 244 

ime 244 

imtë 92 

irë 58 

iriq 28, 32, 108 
ish 209 

isha 209 

ishë 209 

ishim 209 


ishin 209 
ishit 209 
ishnë 209 
ishte 209 
ishull 28, 115 
ith 7, 100 


jak 212 


jam 4, 92, 179, 207, 209 


janë 179 

jap 62, 208, 209 
jargë 5 

jashtë 5, 96 
javë 25, 107, 226 
je 179 

jem 179, 212 
jemi 179 

jenë 212 

jeni 179 

jerm 5, 124, 221 
jes 186, 196 
jesh 212 

jeshë 209 
jeshëm 209 
jeshëtë 209 

jeta 196 


jetë 64, 168, 186, 212, 259 


jetër 53, 125 
jonë 244 


josh 46, 85, 147, 192 


jote 244 
ju 46, 242 
juaj 245 
juej 245 
juja 245 
juji 245 
jush 242 
juve 242 


ka 61, 141 
ka 245 
kabisht 160 
kacadre 174 
kacadré 174 
kacagjel 174 
kacamit 174 
kacarroj 175 
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kacarrum 175 

kaç 227, 230 

kaçel 169 

kaçile 103 

kaçubë 38 

kaçule 103 

kafshë 35 

kafshoj 119, 202 
kalaman 175 
kalamend 175 
kalaqafé 175 
kalavesh 175 

kalb 142, 182 
kalesh 169 

kalë 24, 57, 80, 268 
kalihum 175 
kalihumb 175 
kalivare 175 

kaltër 57 

kall 91, 142, 187, 192 
kalla 190 

kalli 90, 160, 165, 256 
kalloj 190 

kam 66, 92, 101, 179, 195, 
kambë 175 

kand 40, 245 
kandellë 25, 31 
kandë 169 

kandërr 58 

kangë 25, 116, 225 
kangjel 225 

kanp 21, 56 
kanushë 33 

kap 1, 128, 158, 179, 205, 207, 208 
kapa 128, 208 

kape 208 

kapë 133, 

kapi 208, 214 
kaponj 142 

kaproj 142 
kapruall 142 
kapruell 142 

kapth 128, 158, 254 
kaptha 128 

kapua 33, 142 
kapue 33, 142 
karavelë 39 


karkas 204 
karma 93 
karmë 93, 165 
karpa 137, 239 


karpë 93, 137, 165, 238 


karrabisht 175 
karravesh 175 
karrë 59, 123 
karrigé 106, 111 
karrup 38, 59 
karruté 38, 38, 59 
kashile 103 
kashnjet 32 


kashté 91, 96, 152, 160 


katér 248 
katonj 142, 231 
katua 142, 231 
katue 142, 231 
keçën 230 
keçër 230 


kedh 69, 137, 256, 267 


kedha 137 

kedhë 137 

kem 2, 82, 93, 259 
kep 186, 


keq 1, 77, 167, 175, 221, 259 


ketër 163, 218, 252 
kezë 61 

kë 245 

këlboqe 142, 158 
këlqere 30 

këlthas 195 

këlysh 159 

këllas 142, 192 
këmbë 175 
këmbonë 114 
këmborë 114 
kënaq 76, 253 
kënd 40, 245 
këndë 169 
këndellë 25, 31 
këndofsha 213 
këndoj 201 

këngë 25, 116, 225 


këpurdhë 125, 153, 254 


këpus 195 
këputa 195 
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këqyr 170 kolme 130 

kërba 236, 237 kolmë 130, 164, 258 
kërbisht 170 kollë 8, 71, 87, 252 

kërc 121, 152 kopsht 160 

kërcas 121 korb 110 

kërcej 199 korbull 27, 52, 103 
kërceva 199 korbulla 52 

kërkoj 21, 29, 106, 206, 211 kordh 141 

kërkoja 211 kordhë 105, 120 
kërkojmë 206 korë 175 

kërkojnë 206 korr 67, 89, 192 

kërkon 206 kos 38 

kërkoni 206, 207 kot 254 

kërlesh 170 krah 59 

kërmë 93, 150 krahinë 59 

kërmill 162, krahis 59 

kërminj 230 krand 128, 158 

kërp 21, 56 krande 128, 160, 169 
kërr 53, 67, 136, 221, 260 kranth 128, 158 

kërra 136 krantha 128 

kërrabë 152 kredh 9, 52, 67, 198 
kërrlë 162, kref 68, 100, 184, 197, 252 
kërrutë 27, 34, 105, 112 krefa 197 

kërshëndella 57 kreh 68, 100, 197, 252 
kërtyl 170 kreha 197 

kërveshem 170 krej 189, 199 

kësen 189, 251 krekë 105 

këshill 28, 37, 51 krel 25, 58 

këshilla 51 krenë 134 

kështallë 67, 96, 169 krep 136, 144, 185 
kështën 21, 29, 56, 112 krepa 136, 144, 236, 237 
kështër 21, 29, 56, 112 krepull 104 

kështjellë 21, 25 krerë 134 

këshyre 21, 35, 112, 267 kreshkë 160 

kij 79, 189, 199 kreshmë 80, 106, 111 
kishë 22, 32, 112 kreshpë 29 

kiva 199 kreva 199 

kjo 245 krënd 160, 169 

klitha 195 kri 48, 86, 131,219 
klumësht 113 kri 48, 86, 131, 219 
kllapë 169 krimb 19, 43, 49, 71, 137, 219, 230 
koc 122, 230 krimba 137 

kocinj 230 kripë 11,63, 86, 137, 229, 251 
kofshë 118 kripëra 137, 229 

kohë 61, 132, 222, 256 krodha 198, 239 
koleshkë 121 krodhë 65, 222, 238, 251 


kolibe 267 kroje 137 
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kronj 137, 142 

krova 142 

krua 15, 17, 86, 93, 137, 142 
kruaj 83, 142, 147 

krue 15, 17, 86, 93, 137, 142 
kruej 83, 142, 147 

krup 196, 255 

krupa 196 

krushk 37 


krye 15, 17, 71, 93, 134, 175, 259 
krym 19, 49, 71, 137, 219, 230 


kryma 137 

krypé 63, 86, 137, 229, 251 
krypna 137, 229 
kryq 30 

krrokull 58 

kuj 246 

kujt 246 

kujtoj 33, 117 

kukuté 34 

kular 27, 57 

kulbé 40 

kulé 38 

kulm 55, 226 

kulp 137, 223 

kulpén 44, 45, 165, 222, 255 
kulpér 44, 45, 165, 222, 255 
kulte 113 

kultér 113 

kulloj 33 

kulloshtér 27, 120 
kumerq 21, 26, 108 
kumtér 21, 116 

kunat 27, 115, 230 
kundér 37 

kundoj 117 

kunetén 115, 230 
kunetér 230 

kungoj 37 

kungull 255 

kunorë 21, 33 

kunj 29, 110 

kunjoj 141 

kuq 28, 106, 108, 175 
kurorë 21, 33 

kurt 28 

kurth 137 


kurthe 137 
kurrë 91 
kurriz 153 
kush 245, 260 
kushëri 56 
kushëri 56 
kushull 37 
kuvend 25, 37 
ky(j) 245 


là 16, 50, 94, 187 

lab 230 

lafsha 128 

lafshé 56, 118, 128 

lag 160, 182 

lagshté 160 

laj 140, 162, 189, 199 

laj 189, 199 

lajthi 151 

lak 128, 143, 158 

laké 264 

lakén 23, 102 

lakér 23, 102 

lakshte 160 

lakth 128, 151, 158 

laktha 128 

lakthe 128 

lakuq 175 

lakur 142, 163 

lamenj 231 

lamé 157, 231, 251 

laménj, 231 

lamsh 169, 252 

lamshe 252 

lan 140 

landé 16, 95, 133, 176, 222, 238, 
239, 251 

lané 214 

lap 142 

lapa 136 

lapé 136, 142, 159, 222 

laps 191, 197 

lapsa 197 

lar 35, 56 

lardh 105, 225 

laré 162, 190 

laroj 190 
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larushkë 112 

lashë 154, 194, 214, 253 

lashtë 14, 50, 154, 253 

latë 154, 252 

latredh 175 

latyrë 34, 55 

lava 140, 199 

Ibardh 175 

le 255 

lebën 230 

lebër 230 

lebetis 204 

ledh 12, 50, 219, 264 

lef 2, 147, 181 

leh 2, 147, 181 

lehtë 42 

lej 83, 149, 153 

lemzë 153 

lend 5, 95, 266 

lepër 56 

leptyrë 118 

lepuj 124 

lepur 25, 27, 56, 124 

leq 143 

leqe 128, 143 

lera 137, 239 

lerë 13, 137, 255, 259 

lesh 12, 62, 169, 170, 229, 252 

leshna 229, 252 

leshra 229 

lez 128, 153, 158 

lezë 128 

lë 16, 50, 94, 187 

lëbarke 175 

lëftoj 143 

lëfyt 175 

lëgatë 154, 252, 265 

lëkurë 142 

lëmaqe 157 

lëmazë 175 

lëmë 157, 231, 251 

lémenj 231 

lémsh 169, 253 

léndé 16, 95, 133, 176, 222, 238, 
239, 251 

léndiné 40 

léné 214 


léngaté 154 
léngoj 110 
lépec 143 
lépij 142 
lépitké 142 
lépjeté 102 
lépushé 159 
lérushké 111 
léshoj 201 
lëti 56 

lëti 56 
lëvorzë 190 
lëvorzoj 190 
li 56 

Ii 56 

lidh 206 
lidhem 213 
lidhen 213 
lidhesh 213 
lidhet 213 
lidhé 212 
lidhésh 212 
lidhi 214 
lidhni 206 
lidhniu 206 
lidhun 177 
lidhuni 206 
lifqar 35 
lifger, 35 
lig 67, 129 
ligaté 154 
ligj 32, 56, 109, 129, 226 
lijé 227 

lik 227 
liktyré 118 
lil 34 

lilë 13, 255 
lind 183, 196 
linda 196 
linga 137 
lingé 137 
linjé 110 
liq 164 
lismé 164 
lodér 190 
lodroj 190 
lodh 8, 50 
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lojta 201 

lopë 133, 143, 267 
loqe 14, 138, 148, 255 
lot 154 

loti 154 

loz 75, 186, 256 
Iter 22, 30 

lu 45 

luaj 83, 188, 201 
lucé 56, 108 

luej 83, 188, 201 
luejta 201 

lufté 116, 143, 225 
lug 50, 256 

lugj 235 

luhas 204 

luhet 145 

luhiti 145 

lum 93, 165 
lumak 125, 157 
lumenj 231 

lumé 231, 233, 234, 259, 264 
lupesh 159 

lugeré 112 

lus 50, 85, 140, 191, 251 
lut 140 

luta 140 

lyej 189 

lyp 19 

lyth 128, 158 
lythé 128 


llana 138, 239 

llané 50, 51, 138, 222, 238 
llap 169 

llënjëz 87, 253 

lléra 138, 239 

lléré 50, 51, 138, 222, 238 
llohé 59, 228 

lluké 38, 50, 59 

llup 50, 159 

llurbë 152 


madh 129, 134, 217 

maj 2, 54, 84, 128, 140, 154, 175, 
183 

máj 2, 84, 183 


maja 128 

majë 76 

majta 140 

majté 117 

májté 117 

makë 162, 167, 253 
makérr 162, 264 
makut 154 

mal 255 

malcoj 108 

malet 247 

maleve 247 

mali 246 

malin 246 

malit 246 

mall 123 
malléngjej 115, 203 
mallkoj 202 

man 94, 140, 177 
manaferré 177 
mandile 57 

mangé 25 

mangji 109 

maraj 110 

mardhé 2, 49, 69, 136, 143, 149, 256 
mars 108, 225 
martesé 30 

marr 91, 148, 187, 199 
marrté 90, 256 

mas 2, 140, 191, 195 
mashkull 55, 124 
mat 42, 140 

mata 140, 195 
matukë 38, 38 

maz 221 

mazë 175 

mbaj 84, 149, 168, 188 
mbar 182, 190 
mbaroj 190 

mbart 190 

mbas 141 

mbath 14, 168 
mbes 168, 195 
mbesë 115, 262 
mbeta 195 
mbështet 168 

mbi 7, 22 
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mbij 11, 199 

mbij 199 

mbiva 199 

mbjell 141, 198 
mbledh 5, 146, 168, 197, 198 
mblodha 197, 198 
mbloj 32, 202 
mbolla 198 

mbret 114, 226, 230 
mbretën 230 
mbretër 230 
mbrodh 141 
mbufas 144 
mbufet 144, 145 
mbufiti 145 
mbuloj 57, 114 
mbyll 18, 168 
mbys 18, 168 
mçef 183 

me 258 

mef 100, 184 

meh 100, 184 
mehem 10 

meje 241, 242 
mek 154 

mekët 154 

meksh 159 

mel 109 

mençëm 164 
mend 25, 164, 175, 226 
mendshëm 164 
mesë 167 

meshë 29, 55 
metale 227 

më 241 

mëdhenj 134 
mëgashtër 106 
mëkamb 175 
mëkat 104 
mëkëmb 175 
mëkresë 175 
mëllë 156 
mëllenja 138 
mëllenjë 51, 76, 125, 138, 153 
mëllezë 153 

mënd 55, 183 
mëndafsh 118, 229 


mëndafshna 229 
mëndafshra 229 
mëngë 25 

mëneoj 25, 201 
mëngji 109 
mënjill 55, 114 
mërdhij 21, 143 
mërgoj 106, 202 
mérkosh 21, 31, 33 
mérméris 204 
mérshé 159 
mérzej 107, 201 
mésoj 111 
méshere 115 
méshiké 55 
méshiré 27 
méshoj 115 
mëshqerrë 175 
mështekën 56, 266 
mështekër 56, 266 
mëz 75, 221 

mi 11, 49, 177, 231, 244 
mi 231 

mia 244 

miell 81, 147, 153, 229, 251 
miellazé 153 
miellna 229 
miellra 229 

mif 197 

mifa 197 

mih 197 

miha 197 

mijé 109 

mik 34 

milé 109 

mill 161 

minj 231 

mira 130 

mire 130 

miré 53, 130, 162, 256 
mis 255 

mish 7, 92, 229 
mishkonjé 166 
mishna 229 
mishra 229 

mita 136 

mité 136, 174, 227 
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mitëz 174 

mizë 11 

mizoj 107,111 

mjalca 138 

mjalcë 74, 138, 222, 238, 259 
mjaltë 4, 52 

mjedhër 147 

mjegull 52, 68, 86, 138, 222 
mjegulla 52, 138 
mjek 80 

mjekër 3, 6, 71, 92, 135, 219 
mjekra 92, 135 

mjel 90, 146, 198, 268 
mjerë 29, 112 
mjeshtër 80, 120 
mkeqem 175 

mlyç 109 

mlysh 109 

modh 79, 105, 225 
modhull 52, 125, 138 
modhulla 52, 138 
mokën 23, 102 

mokër 23, 102 

mola 198 

molis 203 

mollë 31 

mora 

mori 209 

morr 81 

morra 148, 199 

mos 9, 73, 259 

moshë 159 

mot 127, 137,219 
mote 127, 137 

motër 8, 49, 64, 125, 135, 218, 261 
motit 235 

motra 135 

mpij 189 

mpij 189 

mrekull 57 

mshef 183, 197 
mshefa 197 

mua 241 

muaj 17, 84, 93, 217 
muarr 209 

mue 241 

muej 17, 84, 93, 217 


mug 92 

mugull 255 

mullë 156 

mulli 27 

mulli 27 

mund 64, 183, 197 
munda 197 

mung 56, 106, 225 
mungoj 25 


murg 44, 56, 106, 225, 255 


murtajë 22 
murrët 153 
murriz 153 
mushk 30 
mushkëllyer 31 
mushkonjë 166 
mushllinzë 119 
musht 29 

mut 49, 154, 229, 260 
mutna 229 
mutra 229 
muzg 39 

myjë 58 

mykë 258 

myll 34 

myshk 30 
mzith 73 


na 242, 245 
nae 242 


namë 49, 134, 149, 239 


nand 16, 49, 220, 248 
nanë 262 
napë 123 


natë 2, 49, 101, 133, 143, 220 


natyrë 30, 34, 55, 124 
ndaj 140, 168, 258 
ndaj 168, 258 
ndajta 140 

ndan 140 

ndava 140 

ndej 185 

ndëj 185 

ndes 186, 197, 255 
ndesa 197 

ndesh 193, 259 


ndez 74, 149, 168, 185 
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ndeza 168 

ndëlej 202 

ndërzej 151 

ndërroj 58 

ndif 184, 197 

ndifa 197 

ndih 184, 197 

ndiha 197 

ndikoj 201 

ndiqja 211 

ndjej 202 

ndjek 71, 141, 197, 211 
ndoqa 141, 197 
ndrikull 52, 124 
ndrikulla 52 

ndrizé 153 
ndryshkull 51 
ndryshkulla 51 

ndua 

nduk 147, 176, 181, 196 
nduka 196 

ndulkem 44, 150, 181 
ndyej 259 

ndyj 259 

ne 49, 242 

nemec 227 

neno 233 

nesér 2, 49, 85 

nesh 242 

net 133, 143 

neté 133, 

neve 242 

neveris 203 

nevojé 227 

némé 49, 134, 149, 239 
néméroj 21, 30, 55 
néné 262 

nénté 16, 49, 220, 248 
nga 94, 141 

ngaj 68, 168, 189 
ngajta 168 

ngas 144, 191 

nge 79, 256 

nget 144 

ngij 189 

ngij 189 

ngordh 141 
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ngrané 215 

ngre 145, 168, 200 
ngréné 215 

ngridh 255 

ngrita 200 

ngriti 145 

ngrof 22, 72, 256 
ngroh 9, 22, 47, 72, 256 
ngrydh 11, 255 
ngrys 190 

ngujoj 141 

ngul 94, 150, 255 
ngurroj 203 

ngus 140, 168, 191 
ngut 140 

nguta 140 

ngjéroj 54 

ngjesh 14, 46, 62 
ngjire 265 

ngjis 168, 190 

ni 206 

nip 27, 55, 230, 262 
nipén 230 

nipér 230 

nis 73, 191 

nofull 52 

nofulla 52 

noshtér 55 

notoj 27, 55 
noziké 121 

nuhas 204 

nuk 49 

nullé 111 

nus 93, 155, 221 
nuse 34, 55, 108 
nxit 73, 191 

nyej 51 

nyell 51 

nyje 55 

nytéroj 36 


njef 100, 184, 197 
njefa 197 

njeh 100, 184, 197 
njeha 197 

njer 76, 129, 131, 217 
njeréz 129, 231 


njeri 76, 217, 231, 257 
njëmbëdhjetë 65, 248 
njof 93, 184, 197 
njofa 197 

njoh 93, 184, 197 
njoha 197 

njova 197 


oborr 227 
opingë 39 
orendi 40 
orrl 59 

ortek 146 
ortiqe 146 


pa 2 

pagëzoj 103, 104, 118 
pah 14, 47, 149, 260 
pajtoj 117 

pak 35, 104, 123 
palë 134, 151, 238 
palnjë 266 

pall 112 

palla 196 

pallë 123 

paq 104, 226 
parë 190, 249 
parriz 58, 124 
pas 141 

pasun 101 

pasur 101 

pash 103, 144 
pashë 194 
pashtrak 119, 124 
pata 195 

patkua 41 

patkue 41 

pe 31, 56, 153 

pë 31, 56, 153 
pejzë 153 

pelenë 227 

pelë 14, 52, 268 
pelin 227 

pelq 186, 255 
pellë 87, 161 
pellg 264 

pemë 32 
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pendar 40 

pendë 56, 161 
pendoj 201 
pendull 161 

peng 115 
perëndi 263 
perëndoj 263 
pesë 73, 94, 248 
pësë 73, 94, 248 
peshë 7, 115, 225 
peshk 146 
peshkop 27 
peshq 146 

petë 157 

petk 157 

pëgëj 38, 204 
pëlcas 195 
pëlqej 202 

pëllas 196 

për 172 

përgjoj 171 
përkas 196 
përkul 171 
përmbi 172 
përmbys 197 
përmbysa 197 
përmjerr 87, 171, 192 
përpjetë 172, 259 
përposh 172 
përpush 89, 171 
përqell 172 
përvjel 172 
përrall 112 
përrallë 58 
përrenj 231 
përronj 231 
përrua 41, 60, 231, 264 
përrue 41, 60, 231, 264 
pësoj 108 

pi 10, 200, 215 
pidh 97, 138, 223, 229, 253 
pidhe 138 
pidhëra 229 
pidhna 229 

pij 200 

pik 196 

pika 196 
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pilikuri 175 
pilipizgë 175 
pilivesë 175 
pilivoesë 175 
pillja 145 
pillni 145 
pimë 206, 215 
pimun 215 
pinë 206 

piq 212 

piqja 145, 211 
piqni 145 
piré 43 

pishé 62, 266 
pishq 112 
piskas 204 
pite 117 

pitér 163 

piva 200 
pizgé 161, 175 
pizgull 161 
pjalm 164 
pjavicé 227 


pjek 71, 141, 145, 181, 198, 211, 212 
pjell 5, 91, 141, 145, 181, 198 


pjepén 25 

pjepér 25 

pjerdh 5, 52, 198 
pjergull 25, 104, 225 
pjerr 198, 253 
pjesé 25, 108 
pjeshké 25, 112 
plaf 184, 197, 231 
plafa 197 

plagé 79 

plah 184, 197 
plaha 197 

plak 63, 132, 140, 233, 234 
plaku 234 

plas 186, 197 
plasa 195, 197 
pleh 229 

pléh 229 

pléhna 229 
plehra 229 

pleng 228 

plep 32, 266 
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pleq 132, 140, 235 
pléfénj 231 

pliq 117 

plis 155 

plish 12, 62, 255 
plog 67 

ploje 8 

plotë 9, 63, 176 
pllajë 57, 109 
polla 198 

ponis 203 

popuj 141 

popull 141 

poqa 141, 198 
pora 198 

pordha 198 
pordhë 134 
porend 40 

porosit 40, 121 
porra 198 

porriq 59 

postahe 59 
posullë 38 

poshtë 27, 119, 176 
prandverë 31, 54 
pre 35 

pref 197 

prefa 197 

preh 184, 197 
preha 197 

prehën 165 
prehër 165 

preka 196 
premtoj 32, 203 
pres 74, 191, 195, 200 
presh 23, 102 
preva 200 

prevë 34 
prëndverë 31, 54 
prënjkë 84 

prift 21, 27, 120, 230 
priftinj 230 

prij 195, 203 

prij 195, 203 

prill 22, 57 

prina 195 

prind 27, 104, 226, 230 
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prindën 230 qelbra 229 
prindër 230 qelq 24, 57, 108 
prish 63, 259 qell 77, 172 
prita 195 qem 93 
prodh 141 qen 128, 268 
prodhoj 105 qenë 214 
prokë 104 qengj 112 
proshmoj 119 qengja 138 
prozhmoj 119 qengjë 138, 253 
prush 62, 89, 233, 234 qep 85 
prushe 237 qerr 24, 59 
prushesh 238 qersë 155 
prushi 234 qesh 85, 192 
prrallë 89 qeshë 194, 214 
puftë 116 qeta 136 
pugaj 38, 204 qetë 13, 31, 86, 136 
pulë 58 qeth 68, 77 
pulqyer 21, 27, 31 qënë 214 
punuar 215 qiell 36, 225 
punuem 215 qift 118 
pupë 22 qij 203 
puq 259 qikël 255 
purth 45 qimkë 109 
purrë 38, 60 qipi 11, 77 
pus 108, 225 qis 191, 195 
push 85 qishë 112 
pushtet 21, 22, 30 qita 195 
puth 196 qoj 32, 202 
putha 196 qos 86, 197 
pyes 17, 74 qosa 197 
pylkë 36 quaj 17, 84, 86, 147, 174, 201 
pyll 80, 266 quajta 201 

quej 17, 84, 86, 147, 174, 201 
qafë 175 quejta 201 
qaj 188 quk 106 
qanj 188 qull 87, 161 
qark 29 qumësht 55, 113 
qarr 25, 59 qurra 255 
qartë 112 qye 17, 86, 254 
qas 6, 185, 197, 255 qyl 77 
qasa 197 qyr 19, 170, 192 
qefuj 141 qytet 36, 124, 226 
qefull 141 
qek 182 radis 203 
qel 58 ragal 38 
qelb 229 randé 166 


qelbna 229 rané 56, 124, 214, 215 
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rangë 253 

raqitë 227 

rashë 166, 193, 194, 214,215 

ratë 215 

ravë 228 

ravgë 120, 228, 267 

re 59, 171 

regj 77, 109, 149 

rekë 227 

rend 171, 190, 254 

rendeve 237 

repë 227 

reva 199 

rëmen 58, 231 

rëmër 58, 231 

rëndë 166 

rënë 214, 215 

rënxoj 103 

rëpjetë 172 

rëposh 172 

rërë 56, 124 

ri 43, 47 

ri 16 

rij 16 

ris 230 

risën 230 

risër 230 

rjep 53, 63, 148, 169, 171, 181, 182, 
198 

ropa 148, 198 

rosa 138 

rosë 22, 138 

rova 199 

ru45 

ruaj 85, 153, 199 

ruazë 153 

ruej 85, 153, 199 

rungoj 58 

ryej 18, 22, 189, 199 

ryj 201 

ryjta 201 

rys 11, 140 

ryt 140 

ryta 140 


rra 81 
rrabe 63, 78 


rrag 89, 255 

rrah 2, 81, 184 
rranjë 81, 83, 166 
rras 191, 197 
rrasa 197 

rrasht 96 

rrasoll 227 

rrathë 139 

rregj 58 

rregull 80, 106 
rrej 189, 201, 259 
rrëj 189, 201, 259 
rrejta 201 

rrek 53, 255 
rrem 56, 143 
rremb 56 

rreth 139, 268 
rreze 57, 107 
rrëfeshk 143 
rrëke 265 

rrëmaç 143 
rrëmbej 30, 114, 203 
rrëngjej 115, 202 
rrënjë 81, 83, 166 
rrëpirë 143 
rrëshajë 57, 109 
rrëshinë 56, 58 
rrëshirë 56, 58 
rribë 43 

rrillë 111 

rrime 81, 136, 235 
rrimeve 237 

rrip 19 

rripë 58, 143 
rriqën 28, 56, 58 
rriqër 28, 56, 58 
rris 82, 140, 186 
rrit 140 

rrita 140 

rrjedh 53, 198 
rrjetë 32 

rrobuj 141 


rrobull 33, 80, 141, 266 


rrodha 198 

rroj 13, 175 

rrotë 27 

rrudhë 69, 222, 238 
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rrufe 37, 143 

rrugë 34, 79 

rrum 82, 175, 259 

rrumbull 28, 58 

rrush 79, 159, 259 

rrushkull 35 

rrylë 111 

rryma 135 

rrymë 89, 135, 218, 238, 264 
rryp 19 


S 73 

samë 83, 163 
sanë 227 

sarkë 73, 156 
sembër 40 
serë 227 

sillja 145 

sillni 145 

sitë 227 

sivjet 75 

sjell 3, 51, 73, 145, 147, 198 
skundij 141 
skundill 141 
sodit 40 

solla 198 

sonë 245 

sonte 134 
sorra 138, 151 
sorrë 73, 91, 138 
sot 23, 75, 79, 134 
spërket 145 
spërkiti 145 
sqap 144 

sqaq 173 

sqep 144 
sqepe 144 
squfur 113 
stap 230 
stapinj 230 
stepem 172 
stërvis 203 
sukë 70, 161 
sukuj 141 
sukull 141, 161 
sumbull 70 
sundoj 40 


sup 70 

surmë 70, 255 

sutë 8, 70 

sy 19, 73, 128, 133, 158 
syth 128, 158 

sythë 128 


shag 24 

shalë 26 

shap 121, 227 
sharanduk 176 
sharë 121 

shark 39, 121 
sharrë 26, 59 
shartoj 26 

shat 26, 117, 226 
shekull 36 

shelg 267 
shembëllej 56, 201 
shemë 22, 30, 226 
shemër 105 
shemërk 105 
shenjë 29, 115 
shenjtë 117 

shes 195, 263 
shesh 25, 103, 225 
shete 117 

shëfrej 201 
shëlboj 110 

shélli 203 

shëllij 203 
shëndosh 33, 114 
shëndrit 176 
shëngjetë 176 
shërbej 110, 203 
shëtit 204 

shi 12, 47, 61, 229, 233, 234 
shi 119 

shij 119 

shijë 55 

shina 229 

shira 229 

shita 195 

shiu 234 

shkabë 100 
shkagoj 35 

shkak 97 
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shkal 99 shpezé 231 

shkallé 30 shpéné 215 
shkamb 115 shpénetké 21, 31 
shkardhé 101, 141, 174, 256 shpérej 202 
shkarkoj 201 shpie 100, 141, 173, 215 
shkas 74, 97 shpif 173, 184, 251 
shkel 99, 182 shpih 173, 184, 251 
shkep 89, 97, 173 shpirt 34, 229 
shkélbozé 63, 98 shpirtéra 229 
shkémb 115 shpirtna 229 
shkémbej 202 shporr 148, 174, 181 
shkéndijé 109 shpreh 185 
shkérdhec 59, 120 shpretké 21, 31 
shklepé 141, 174 shpuzé 28, 107 
shklesé 155 shqa 55, 113 
shkmes 173 shqarr 253 

shkoj 153, 190 shqepoj 113 

shkop 9, 97 shqerr 77, 99, 175, 198 
shkorret 266 shqerra 257 
shkorsë 108 shqezë 153 

shkozë 153 shqipoj 119 
shkrabë 97 shqopë 33 

shkreh 185 shqorra 198 
shkrep 89, 173, 185 shquaj 174 
shkrova 142 shquej 174 

shkruaj 142 shqufur 113 
shkruej 142 shqyej 153 
shkrumb 49, 174 shqymb 252 
shkryej 141 shqyt 225 

shkul 99 shtaga 137 

shkund 97, 183 shtagë 67, 96, 137 
shkurre 266 shtalbër 162, 252 
shof 100, 148, 184 shtalkë 157 

shoh 100, 148, 184 shtallë 119 

shok 109 shtalp 152 

shoq 109 shtang 96, 252 
shoretkë 34 shtat 119, 229 
shorr 192 shtatë 42, 220, 248 
shosh 75 shtatna 229 

shotë 75, 257 shtatra 229 

shpall 89 shtazë 2, 134 
shpardh 96, 174 shtazë 2, 134 
shparr 96 shteg 13, 96, 128, 136, 146, 158, 190, 
shpat 174 221 

shpatull 57 shtegje 128, 146 
shpend 231 shtekoj 190 


shperr 77, 96, 185, 254 shtekth 128, 158 
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shtektha 128 tarok 158 
shtëllungë 166 te 212 
shtërras 202 teje 242 
shtërroj 202 tenë 245 
shtëzë 134 tenjë 110 
shtie 53, 171 ter 90, 132, 144, 149, 158, 163, 185, 
shtigje 128, 136, 146 224, 268 
shtijë 107, 225 tera 132 
shtir 265 terë 132, 144, 235, 236 
shtjell 148, 166, 171, 198 term 163 
shtoj 9, 188 terplotë 176 
shtolla 148, 198 tesha 255 
shtrap 252, 265 teshë 85, 167 
shtrat 30, 120, 230 tetë 10, 101, 125, 220, 248 
shtregë 67 të 212 
shtrek 156 tëbanë 176 
shtrëngoj 29, 120, 203 tëmbël 176 
shtrenjtë 117 tënd 244 
shtrep 14, 256 tënde 244 
shtretën 230 tërë 82, 165, 255 
shtretër 230 tërfojë 109 
shtrij 43, 150, 188 tërfurk 176 
shtrofa 136 tërheq 176 
shtrofë 47, 136, 253 tërmet 32, 105 
shtroha 136 tërposhtë 176 
shtrohë 47, 136, 253 tërsirë 59 
shtrungë 167 ti 11, 242 
shtyr 265 timën 115 
shufrej 201 timër 115 
shullá 31, 103 tinë 242 
shullë 31, 103 tituj 141 
shumë 29 titull 141 
shur 103 tjegull 32 
shurdhër 105 tjerr 5, 90, 181, 198 
shurukoj 35, 111 tjetér 88, 125, 256 
shushunjé 103, 114 tlandér 176 
tmerr 32, 58, 105, 226 
taft 116 tog 140, 148 
taftar 54, 116 togje 140 
tall 187 tollé 87, 161, 222, 238 
tallé 2 tona 245 
tambél 176 toné 244 
tamé 176 torra 198 
tand 244 torua 41 
tande 244 torue 41 
tanë 82, 165, 245, 255 tra 128, 158 


tangë 40 trajtoj 117 
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trap 64, 88, 138, 149, 233, 234, 256 


trapa 138 

trapesh 238 

trapi 234 

trarë 128 

tras 192 

trashë 256 

trashëgoj 80, 115, 203 
trath 128, 158 

trathë 128 

tre 18, 88, 248 


tredh 14, 65, 78, 88, 175, 198 


treg 40 

tremb 5, 49, 88 
trenj 128 

trepe 235, 237 
trepeve 237 
trerë 128 

tres 10, 74, 88, 186, 256 
tridhjetë 249 
trim 45, 88 
trishe 39, 121 
trodha 198 
troftë 29, 116 
trokas 144 
troket 144, 145 
trokiti 145 

tru 50, 165, 260 
tra 50, 165, 260 
trung 115 
tryelë 58 

trys ll 

tua 244 

tuaj 245 

tuaja 245 

tuej 245 

tueja 245 

tul 136 

tula 136 

tule 136 

tund 64, 183, 197 
tunda 197 

turis 203 

turmë 105 

turp 104, 105, 226 
turshej 202 

tus 140 
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tut 140 
tuta 140 
tym 254 


thadër 89, 163, 260 
thaj 13, 61, 84, 188, 199 
thanë 214 

tharbët 151, 152 
thark 6, 144, 156 
tharq 144 

tharqe 144 

thashë 194, 214 
thava 199 

thek 42, 150, 182, 260 
thekë 68, 134, 222, 238 
thelb 125, 152 
thellë 153, 260 
thembër 162, 

thep 68, 136, 169 
thepa 136, 236, 237 
thepe 237 

ther 158 

therokë 158 

theva 199 

thëllëzë 153 

thënë 214 

thëngjill 172 

thëni 50, 134, 217 
thënia 134 
thënukël 177 

thëri 50, 134, 217 
thëria 134 

thi 11,61 

thikë 156 

thimth 128 

thimtha 128 

thind 128, 166 
thinda 128 

thinjë 76 

thirqe 156 

thirr 43, 45, 81 
thjermë 68 

thjerrë 68, 156 
thjeshtë 172 
thnegël 172 

thoj 231 

thom 9, 92, 179, 207 
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thonj 129, 231 ushtoj 33 

thonjëz 129 usháj 114 

thotë 207 ushunjé 114 

thua 129, 231 ut 33 

thue 231 uth 241 

thumb 152, 161 uthët 161 

thumbull 161 uthull 161 

thupér 172 

thur 156 va 80, 138, 265 

thyej 17, 199 vadis 203 
vadhé 37 

u 213, 241, 242 vaj 37, 226, 229 

udhé 19, 48 vajé 153 

ugar 227 vajra 229 

ujé 84, 229, 260 vajzé 61, 82, 153, 262 

ujéra 229 valé 131, 

ujk 44, 132, 221, 230 vallkua 39, 41 

ujna 229 vallkue 39, 41 

ujq 132, 235 vang 137 

ujqën 132, 230 vangje 137 

ujqër 132, 230 var 156, 175 

ul 45, 48, 182, 196 varfër 37 

ula 196 varg 156 

ulishtë 227 varr 129 

ulzë 44 varraz 129 

ulli 55 varre 129 

ulli 55 vasha 129 

umas 19, 192, 195 vashaz 129 

umata 195 vashë 129 

umb 56 vashëz 129 

unazë 19, 48 vatër 37 

undyrë 117 vavër 48 

unë 19, 241, 242 vdes 73, 145, 170 

ungj 262 vdiq 212 

ungjill 109 vdiqi 145 

upeshk 29 vdisja 145 

ur 45 vdisni 145 

urdhën 33 vdjerr 181, 198 

urdhër 33 vdorra 198 

urelë 125, 162, 265 ve 23, 48, 128, 129, 138, 158, 175, 

urë 19, 48 187, 222 

uri 19, 48, 128, 158 vë 187 

urinj 128 vedër 227 

urith 128, 158 veëz 129 

urithë 128 vehte 47, 82 

uroj 201 vej 83, 188 


urrej 107, 202 veja 138 
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vend 95 

venë 47, 50, 138, 160 

venitem 204 

vepër 36 

verb 36 

verbër 36 

verdhë 105 

vere 239 

verë 13, 47, 50, 138, 160 

verigë 227 

verr 91, 257, 266 

verrë 81, 258 

verzë 167, 256 

ves 29, 108 

vesh 47, 75, 128, 129, 133, 158, 170, 
175, 185, 196, 219 

vesha 196 

veshë 10, 128, 129, 133 

veshëz 129 

vësht 160 

vete 179 

vetem 179, 260 

veth 128, 158 

vethë 128 

vez 129 

vëlla 51, 79, 82, 177, 230, 231, 262 

vëllazën 230, 231 

vëllezër 230, 231 

véner 31, 54, 56 

vëng 137 

vëngje 137 

vërcë 122, 227 

vërras 192, 196 

vërri 112 

vërri 112 

vërsë 122, 227 

vërtit 204 

vërvit 204 

vësht 160 

vështjell 171 

vështirë 171 

vëth 128, 158 

vëthë 128 

vgje 110, 115, 266 

vgjë 110, 115, 266 

viç 7, 159, 268 

vidh 136, 266 


vidha 136 

vigje 114 

vij 195, 202, 203, 212 

vilas 192 

vinj 195, 203 

virgjër 28 

virgjin 28 

virra 196 

virua 41, 228 

virue 41, 227 

vise 75, 167, 222, 263 

vit 7, 135, 218 

vite 135 

vitore 117 

vjedh 47, 69, 181, 198 

vjehërr 132, 53, 62, 82, 219, 235, 
236, 261 

vjej 202 

vjel 47, 76, 161, 172, 199 

vjell 47, 81, 199 

vjerr 4, 47, 173, 199 

vjershë 25, 54 

vjeshtë 161 

vjet 4, 7, 135, 218 

vjetër 54 

vneshta 160 

vobektë 41 

vodha 198 

vodhë 37 

voe 175 

vogël 161 

voj 37, 225, 229 

vojna 229 

vola 199 

volla 199 

vonë 94 

vorbë 38 

vorfën 37 

vorra 199 

voshtër 21, 37, 120 

votër 37 

vranët 59, 171 

vrap 171, 182 

vrarë 215 

vras 48, 171, 200, 215 

vrava 200 

vrer 31, 54, 56 
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vreshta 160 
vrëndë 171 
vrërët 59, 171 
vrigull 54 

vrug 171 

vuaj 55 

vuej 55 

vullnet 22, 30, 54 
vurg 265 
vurkollak 40 


ylber 177 

yll 19, 107, 162, 
yné 244 

yt 244 


zâ 83, 136, 186, 187, 258 
zabel 227 

zabua 41 

zabue 41 

zaj 186 

zajeve 237 

zall 264 

zana 136 

zané 108, 177 

zbej 173 

zdraj 173 

zet 42, 83, 133, 220 

zë 74, 83, 136, 186, 187, 258 
zéj 186 

zéra 136 

zërë 108 

zgarbé 173 

zgavér 173 

zgrid 173 

zgjedhé 173 


zgjua 54 

zgjue 54 

zgjyré 33 

zi 7, 23, 74, 252 

zie 53 

ziej 84, 188 

zjarm 132 

zjarme 132 

zjarr 74, 135, 219 

zjarre 135 

zjej 74 

zjerm 132, 236 

zjermë 132 

zmojle 30, 113, 119 

zog 128 

zogj 128 

zokth 128 

zoktha 128 

zonja 138 

zonje 239 

zonjë 138, 263 

zorrë 74, 91, 134, 150, 238, 256 

zot 83, 137, 177, 219, 260, 263 

zota 137 

zotër 137 

zotërinj 137 

zulë 70, 161 

zverk 173 

zvjerdh 5, 69, 148, 173, 181, 199, 
253 

zvordha 148, 199 


zheg 227 
zhumbinë 40 
zhur 58, 103 
zhys 85 
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graba qengja 
dhemba dogja 
krimba dorgja 
humba ha 
gjerba plaha 
kërba njeha 
hurba kreha 
daca preha 
mjalca fsheha 
fenda ndiha 
brenda miha 
binda njoha 
linda shtroha 
thinda mia 
munda thënia 
tunda thëria 
dynda maja 
dha tuaja 
kedha eja 
vidha tueja 
hodha veja 
mblodha dilja 
brodha pillja 
drodha sillja 
krodha kërkoja 
trodha ndiqja 
rrodha piqja 
vodha vdisja 
erdha juja 
pordha ka 
zvordha preka 
plafa fika 
njefa pika 
krefa hoka 
prefa darka 
mshefa cerka 
ndifa nduka 
mifa gryka 
njofa hala 
shtrofa çela 
shtaga kalla 
nga palla 
linga kërshëndella 
bunga grella 


digja hisëlla 


hisëlla 
vëlla 
këshilla 
mbolla 
polla 
solla 
shtolla 
volla 
korbulla 
modhulla 
nofulla 
mjegulla 
ndrikulla 
ndryshkulla 
brushtulla 
dola 
mola 
vola 

ula 

tula 
dema 
grima 
karma 
kryma 
rryma 
na 

gjana 
llana 
fshana 
zana 
qelbna 
pidhna 
dhena 
elbéna 
flakéna 
ikéna 
baréna 
eréna 
eshténa 
pléhna 
gdhina 
prina 
shina 
vojna 
ujna 
gjakna 
miellna 
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dhjamna 
gramna 
emna 
dimna 
tona 
krypna 
fraqna 
borna 
leshna 
méndafshna 
mishna 
fshatna 
shtatna 
shpirtna 
eshtna 
gishtna 
mutna 
djathna 
drithna 
hyna 
méllenja 
zonja 
pa 

kapa 
lapa 
trapa 
krepa 
thepa 
ropa 
karpa 
krupa 
ndoqa 
hoqa 
poqa 
shqa 
ara 
qelbra 
dra 
hudhra 
dhera 
gera 
lera 
grera 
tera 
elbëra 
pidhëra 
gjëra 
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ujëra virra 
flakëra borra 
lléra vdorra 
dhjaméra morra 
kripéra porra 
baréra shqorra 
erëra sorra 
borëra torra 
shpirtëra vorra 
gishtëra curra 
djathëra qurra 
drithëra plasa 
zëra qasa 
gra rrasa 
hangra besa 
plehra ndesa 
bira qosa 
mira rosa 
shira lapsa 
vajra përmbysa 
gjakra vasha 
mjekra desha 
miellra gjesha 
gramra tesha 
emra vesha 
dimra lafsha 
dora këndofsha 
mora isha 
pora grisha 
fraqra ata 
leshra mata 
mëndafshra umata 
mishra pata 
tra mbeta 
fshatra gjeta 
shtatra jeta 
motra fjeta 
eshtra qeta 
mutra dita 
hyra mita 
rra qita 
andrra drita 
ëndrra cërita 
berra ngrita 
derra prita 
shqerra rrita 


kërra shita 


ndajta 
ngajta 
gjajta 
majta 
quajta 
druajta 
brejta 
rrejta 
luejta 
quejta 
lojta 
drojta 
bujta 
bijta 
ryjta 
bota 
zota 
carta 
eshta 
vneshta 
vreshta 
nguta 
luta 
képuta 
tuta 
ryta 
klitha 
laktha 
shtektha 
zoktha 
haltha 
thimtha 
krantha 
kaptha 
birtha 
gurtha 
putha 
zabua 
dua 
ndua 
dragua 
zgjua 
fajkua 
vallkua 
patkua 
mua 
kapua 
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grua 
virua 
krua 
torua 
përrua 
tua 
katua 
ftua 
thua 
va 
dava 
ndava 
gjava 
lava 
vrava 
thava 
kërceva 
dhjeva 
reva 
kreva 
preva 
theva 
mbiva 
gdhiva 
kiva 
piva 
bova 
gjova 
blova 
gëlova 
njova 
rova 
drova 
krova 
shkrova 
gatova 
ndeza 


gjë 
ka 

la 
shulla 
dra 
za 


lab 
kalb 
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elb 

qelb 
thelb 
dhamb 
mëkamb 
shkamb 
dhemb 
gjemb 
tremb 
rremb 
dhëmb 
mëkëmb 
shkëmb 
glëmb 
krimb 
umb 
humb 
kalihumb 
shkrumb 
thumb 
shqymb 
gjerb 
verb 
korb 
cub 


bac 

dac 

ec 
shkërdhec 
nemec 
lëpec 

koc 

kërc 


kaç 
rrëmaç 
viç 
mlyç 


zgrid 
gand 
kand 
nand 
krand 
tand 
end 
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dend 
gdhend 
fend 
lend 
mend 
kalamend 
shpend 
rend 
porend 
vend 
kuvend 
kénd 
ménd 
krénd 
ténd 
bind 
lind 
prind 
thind 
fund 
shkund 
mund 
tund 
dynd 


madh 
edh 
gjedh 
hedh 
rrjedh 
vjedh 
kedh 
ledh 
mbledh 
bredh 
dredh 
kredh 
tredh 
latredh 
lidh 
pidh 
ngridh 
vidh 
lodh 
modh 
mbrodh 
prodh 


Ibardh 
gardh 
lardh 
shpardh 
derdh 
pjerdh 
zvjerdh 
ngordh 
kordh 
brydh 
ngrydh 


nae 
be 
rrabe 
kolibe 
dhambe 
dhémbe 
garbe 
krande 
tande 
ténde 
gjinde 
dhe 
gdhe 
pidhe 
gardhe 
çerdhe 
gjerdhe 
herdhe 
drudhe 
fe 

rrufe 
nge 
agje 
bregje 
shtegje 
brigje 
shtigje 
vigje 
drangje 
vangje 
vëngje 
togje 
vgje 

he 

bahe 
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postahe 
bie 
shpie 
shtie 
zie 

je 

faje 

dje 
heje 
meje 
teje 
hije 
hoje 
ploje 
kroje 
nyje 
rrëke 
lëbarke 
eshke 
le 

fiale 
metale 
fle 
kaçile 
mandile 
kashile 
zmojle 
helle 
bolle 
kaçule 
gamule 
tule 
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sqepe 
trepe 
thepe 
faqe 
gjaqe 
lëmaqe 
leqe 
ortiqe 
këlboqe 
loqe 
barqe 
tharqe 
thirqe 
dushqe 
re 

care 
kalivare 
dre 
kacadre 
këlqere 
mëshere 
vere 

fre 
ngre 
ngjire 
mire 
vitore 
pre 

tre 
këshyre 
atyre 
zjarre 
varre 
shkurre 
vise 
nuse 
trishe 
lamshe 
prushe 
te 

shete 
vete 
vehte 
pite 
vite 
kulte 
sonte 
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jote 
mote 
ishte 
lakshte 
ethe 
lakthe 
kurthe 
zabue 
due 
dra(n)gue 
zgjue 
fajkue 
vallkue 
patkue 
mue 
kapue 
grue 
virue 
krue 
torue 
përrue 
katue 
ftue 
thue 

ve 
rendeve 
zajeve 
maleve 
rrimeve 
neve 
trepeve 
juve 
qye 
krye 
arsye 
rreze 


gdhë 
vgjë 

hë 

flë 

pë 

drë 
kacadrë 
frë 
bërshë 


atë 


ve 


shkabë 
grabë 
shkrabë 
kërrabë 
rribë 
belbë 
kulbë 
dhambë 
kambë 
dhëmbë 
këmbë 
garbë 
zgarbë 
vorbë 
hurbë 
llurbé 
kaçubë 
gorricë 
pjavicë 
mjalcë 
dromcë 
vërcë 
lucë 

çë 

andë 
kandë 
landë 
randë 
pendë 
ëndë 
këndë 
lëndë 
rëndë 
vrëndë 
gërmadhë 
vadhë 
zgjedhë 
kedhë 
gledhë 
gjidhë 
lidhë 
krodhë 
vodhë 
bardhë 
gardhë 
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shkardhë 
mardhë 
verdhë 
kordhë 
pordhë 
burdhë 
hurdhë 
këpurdhë 
udhë 
rrudhë 
qafë 
kalaqafë 
shtrofë 
plagë 
shtagë 
degë 
djegë 
flegë 
dregë 
shtregë 
bigë 
verigë 
borigë 
karrigë 
bajgë 
gajgë 
balgë 
dangë 
kangë 
mangë 
rangë 
tangë 
brengë 
gjuvengë 
këngë 
mëngë 
lingë 
opingë 
ballungë 
shtëllungë 
shtrungë 
jargë 
flugë 
rrugë 
ravgë 
pizgë 
pilipizgë 
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gjë pylkë 
qengjë çimkë 
hë qimkë 
kohë prënjkë 
llohé theroké 
shtrohé proké 
gjuhë barkë 
gluhë darkë 
pllajë farkë 
majë sarkë 
rrëshajë furkë 
murtajë ashkë 
bishtajë bashkë 
vajë bjeshkë 
ëjë pjeshkë 
ijë koleshkë 
bijë breshkë 
shkëndijë kreshkë 
lijë dishkë 
mijë larushkë 
fëmijë lërushkë 
shijë shpënetkë 
shtijë shoretkë 
tërfojë shpretkë 
gojë lëpitkë 
nevojë bukë 

ujë Iluké 
myjé barukë 
kë sukë 
akë matukë 
hakë mykë 
lakë grykë 
flakë lë 

makë çalë 
bërrakë halë 
rekë djalë 
brekë fjalë 
drekë kalë 
krekë palë 
thekë shalë 
dikë valë 
mëshikë felë 
fshikë pelë 
thikë urelë 
nozikë karavelë 
ajkë tryelë 


shtalkë bilë 
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lilë tamë 
milë pemë 
ballë shemë 
dhallë ëmë 
gjallë lëmë 
shkallë nëmë 
pallë bimë 
përrallë pimë 
prrallë brimë 
tallë grimë 
shtallë kërkojmë 
gështallë kolmë 
kështallë gomë 
gobellë armë 
kandellë barmë 
këndellë karmë 
gjellë cermë 
kështjellë thjermë 
pellë zjermë 
grellë kërmë 
thellë gjurmë 
mëllë surmë 
rrillë turmë 
bollë dasmë 
gjollë lismë 
kollë darsmë 
mollë gjysmë 
tollë kreshmë 
mullë gjumë 
nullë lumë 
posullë brumë 
shullë shumë 
dyllë brymë 
kërrlë rrymë 
bulë anë 
kulë banë 
pulë tëbanë 
zulë dhanë 
rrylë gjanë 
më hanë 
amë janë 
dhamë lanë 
famë llané 
dhjamé nané 
lamé rané 
namé ngrané 


samé sané 
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gërshanë drënjë 
tanë rrënjë 
thanë linjë 
zanë dëllinjë 
dorëzanë fqinjë 
jenë drinjë 
pelenë thinjë 
qenë palnjë 
krenë gabonjë 
tenë mishkonjë 
venë mushkonjë 
dhënë bilonjë 
hënë beronjë 
lënë zonjë 
nënë ushunjë 
shpënë shushunjë 
qënë apë 
rënë kapë 
ngrënë lapë 
thënë kllapë 
zhumbinë napë 
lëndinë gërjepë 
krahinë glepë 
pinë shklepë 
brinë repë 
rrëshinë kripë 
tinë rripë 
kërkojnë gjalpë 
këmbonë lopë 
jonë shqopë 
sonë karpë 
tonë kreshpë 
vonë pupë 
ishnë krypë 
unë arë 
dhunë farë 
gunë garë 
grunë larë 
ynë parë 
rranjë trarë 
enjë vrarë 
denjë sharë 
mëllenjë erë 
shenjë derë 
tenjë gjerë 
gështenjë herë 


dëllënjë bjer(ë) 


mjerë 
lerë 
blerë 
luqerë 
grerë 
krerë 
trerë 
serë 

terë 

verë 
prandverë 
prëndverë 
bërë 
lléré 

réré 
gérshéré 
tërë 

zërë 

irë 

birë 
dhirë 
gunëdhirë 
mirë 

pirë 
rrëpirë 
brirë 
tërsirë 
mëshirë 
rrëshirë 
vështirë 
borë 
këmborë 
dorë 
korë 
blorë 
kunorë 
kurorë 
urë 
dhandurë 
dhëndurë 
gurë 
blehurë 
lëkurë 
grurë 
undyrë 
zgjyrë 
latyrë 
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natyrë 
detyrë 
liktyrë 
gjymtyrë 
leptyrë 
fytyrë 
arrë 
barrë 
karrë 
sharrë 
ferrë 
manaferrë 
thjerrë 
mëshqerrë 
verrë 
hirrë 
sorrë 
zorrë 
burrë 
furrë 
kurrë 
purrë 
dërrasë 
besë 
mbesë 
pjesë 
shklesë 
mesë 
pilivoesë 
pesë 
mëkresë 
gërresë 
martesë 
pilivesë 
pësë 
gjymtë)së 
dosë 
gosë 
rosë 
djersë 
qersë 
vërsë 
shkorsë 
gjysë 
dhashë 
lashë 
pashë 


315 


316 INDEX A TERGO 


rashë dymbëdhjetë 
trashë tridhjetë 
thashë lëpjetë 
vashë rëpjetë 
eshë përpjetë 
jeshë rrjetë 
meshë bletë 
peshë fletë 
qeshë netë 
teshë petë 
veshë qetë 
kafshë tetë 
lafshë jeshëtë 
grifshé afté 
kofshé trofté 
ishé lufté 
bishé pufté 
kishé lehté 
pishé cité 
qishé dité 
moshé mité 
groshé raqité 
vjershé arqité 
mérshé drité 
fushé sité 
kanushé majtë 
lëpushë majtë 
gjyshë drejtë 
të vobektë 
atë baltë 
dhatë daltë 
gatë mjaltë 
lëgatë dhalltë 
ligatë emtë 
lëngatë cemtë 
gjatë imtë 
latë nëntë 
blatë shtrenjtë 
glatë shenjtë 
natë botë 
ratë plotë 
grëmëratë terplotë 
shtatë rrotë 
shëngjetë shotë 
jetë thotë 
dhjetë qartë 


njëmbëdhjetë blertë 
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fortë gëlbazë 
marrtë gjazë 
ashtë miellazë 
gashtë mazë 
gjashtë lëmazë 
jashtë unazë 
kashtë shtazë 
lashtë ruazë 
eshtë shtazë 
deshtë kezë 
heshtë lezë 
thjeshtë mëllezë 
vjeshtë shpezë 
breshtë shqezë 
është thëllëzë 
lagshtë anëzë 
dishtë hanëzë 
blishtë arrëzë 
ulishtë shtëzë 
poshtë mizë 
tërposhtë drizë 
djathtë ndrizë 
butë vajzë 
gutë pejzë 
kukutë ulzë 
karrutë lemzë 
kërrutë grenzë 
sutë mushllinzé 
dyté shkélbozé 
bathë shkozë 
djathë blozë 
grathë verzë 
trathë lëvorzë 
rrathë buzë 
vethë shpuzë 
vëthë 

gjithë 

drithë plaf 
urithë graf 
brirthë mçef 
lythë lef 
sythë mef 
javë njef 
ravë kref 
gravë pref 
prevë mshef 


zë ndif 
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3 


zogj 
2 dergj 
shpif = 
njof 
ngrof " 
shof 2d 
ftof am 

pah 
lá grah 
SS krah 
rrah 
shag e 
a deh 
breg 
treg E 
shteg in 
zheg e 
d greh 
shelg Se 
ae shkreh 
Es preh 
Ge shpreh 
shtang s 
vang s 
zt ndih 
Ge mih 
shpih 
bung A 
mung SCH 
er ngroh 
bullog Ed 
ds ftoh 
tog 
zog P 
E. mbi 
Se përmbi 
vurg i 
n di 
dox orendi 
We perëndi 
gees dhi 

lidhi 
regj = | 
rregj ur 
pë mëngji 
grigj E 
qengj 


juji 
ungj 


kalli 
ulli 
mulli 
doli 

mi 
gjysami 
demi 
jemi 
harm(i) 
ni 
lidhni 
gojëlidhni 
jeni 
thëni 
digjni 
dilni 
pillni 
sillni 
kërkoni 
piqni 
vdisni 
lidhuni 
pi 

kapi 
trapi 
qipi 
hypi 
vdiqi 
fuqi 

ri 

ari 

bari 

bri 

deri 
njeri 
kushëri 
thëri 
kri 
mori 
uri 
pilikuri 
vërri 


shi 
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prushi 
ti 

ati 
bagëti 
lëti 
mbufiti 
luhiti 
trokiti 
spërkiti 
ngriti 
bakti 
loti 

thi 
lajthi 
zi 
ditëzi 


gji 

hi 

li 

bli 
fli 
shëlli 
ulli 
mulli 
mi 

ri 

bri 
kushëri 
kri 
vërri 
shi 
lëti 


mbaj 
çaj 
daj 
ndaj 
faj 
ngaj 
gjaj 
laj 
maj 
qaj 
maraj 
zdraj 
asaj 
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thaj ndëlej 
buaj shembëllej 
duaj pëlqej 
guaj brej 
gjuaj shpërej 
huaj shëfrej 
juaj shufrej 
luaj krej 
bluaj rrej 
muaj urrej 
quaj turshej 
shquaj buej 
ruaj duej 
druaj gjuej 
kruaj huej 
shkruaj juej 
tuaj luej 
gatuaj bluej 
vuaj muej 
vaj quej 

aj shquej 
bëj ruej 
ndëj druej 
faj kruej 
pugaj shkruej 
laj tuej 
maj gatuej 
fshaj vuej 
záj vej 
shkëmbej ndyej 
rrëmbej hyej 
shërbej lyej 
zbej nyej 
kërcej shqyej 
dej ryej 
ndej fryej 
gjej shkryej 
mallëngjej gërryej 
rrëngjej thyej 
diej ndërzej 
ziej mërzej 
ndjej ndëj 
fëjej gjej 
vjej brëj 
zjej rrëj 

lej ëj 


blej bëj 
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ecëj lëngoj 
pëgëj méngoj 
ikéj shtréngoj 
hip(ëj) kungoj 
zëj mungoj 
bij rungoj 
mbij fërgoj 
skundij mérgoj 
gdhij përgjoj 
gërdhij ngujoj 
mërdhij bekoj 
ngij shtekoj 
kij dékoj 
shéllij ndikoj 
pij mallkoj 
lépij shkarkoj 
mpij férkoj 
qij kérkoj 
rij shkoj 
cërij shurukoj 
grij gjykoj 
prij mbloj 
shtrij gëloj 
arrij kalloj 
shij kulloj 
atij mbuloj 
vij çmoj 
mbij gjëmoj 
gdhij harmoj 
ngîÎj hermoj 
mpij dëshmoj 
grij proshmoj 
prij prozhmoj 
boj agjénoj 
shélboj arnoj 
malcoj kunjoj 
çoj shqepoj 
gulçoj shqipoj 
pendoj qoj 
këndoj mbaroj 
perëndoj laroj 
kundoj lodroj 
sundoj agjëroj 
prodhoj ngjëroj 
shkagoj néméroj 
trashëgoj nytëroj 


drangoj dëliroj 
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dëshiroj 
kaproj 
uroj 
duroj 
dhuroj 
adhuroj 
fluturoj 
rroj 
kacarroj 
harroj 
ndërroj 
shtërroj 
ngurroj 
mésoj 
pésoj 
léshoj 
méshoj 
kafshoj 
hetoj 
déftoj 
lëftoj 
pajtoj 
trajtoj 
kujtoj 
gultoj 
premtoj 
notoj 
shartoj 
shtoj 
ushtoj 
thoj 

voj 
rënxoj 
pagëzoj 
mizoj 
lëvorzoj 
buj 
rrobuj 
qefuj 
ehuj 

kuj 
sukuj 
lepuj 
popuj 
tituj 
avuj 

bij 
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ushûj 
ndyj 
hyj 
ky) 
ryj 
fryj 


gërçak 
dak 
gak 
gjak 
jak 
shkak 
lak 
flak 
vurkollak 
plak 
lumak 
pak 
pashtrak 
hek 
ndjek 
mjek 
pjek 
mek 
qek 
grek 
shtrek 
rrek 
ortek 
thek 

ik 


mik 
anëmik 
armik 
pik 
furrik 
ujk 
bujk 
bulk 
flok 
tarok 
harrok 
shok 
ark 


bark 
hark 
qark 
shark 
thark 
berk 
cerk 
derk 
zverk 
shemërk 
tërfurk 
bisk 
brisk 
rrëfeshk 
peshk 
upeshk 
dushk 
mushk 
drushk 
krushk 
myshk 
dryshk 
petk 
bretk 
nduk 
sharanduk 
nuk 

quk 


dal 
ragal 
shkal 
mal 
dual 
harabel 
zabel 
çel 
kaçel 
del 

gjel 
kacagjel 
kangjel 
djel 
mjel 
vjel 

për vjel 
shkel 
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mel 

qel 
krel 
fëndyel 
ambël 
tambël 
ëmbël 
tëmbël 
thnegël 
hingël 
vogël 
qikël 
bukël 
thënukël 
lil 

cëril 


hall 
djall 
kall 
mall 
pall 
shpall 
përrall 
tall 
buall 
guall 
huall 
kapruall 
zall 

dell 

hell 
diell 
miell 
qiell 
mbjell 
pjell 
sjell 
shtjell 
vështjell 
vjell 
qell 
përqell 
buell 
huell 
kapruell 
fëndyell 
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fyell hamull 
nyell krepull 
egjëll popull 
engjëll qull 
esëll ishull 
hisëll kushull 
hisëll shpatull 
skundill titull 
thëngjill brushtull 
ungjill uthull 
mill avull 
kërmill yll 
ménjill mbyll 
grill fyll 
prill hyll 
késhill myll 
rrasoll pyll 
rrumbull orrl 
sumbull ul 
thumbull ngul 
rrobull pérkul 
korbull shkul 
pendull tul 
modhull qyl 
qefull bérryl 
nofull kértyl 
mjegull 

tjegull dam 
rregull jam 
vrigull kam 
kungull bram 
gargull gram 
pjergull em 
mugull çem 
pizgull dem 
ehull hidhem 
grehull lidhem 
mrekull gjem 
shekull mehem 
ndrikull jem 
krrokull djem 
mashkull kem 
rrushkull ndulkem 
ndryshkull fishkem 
sukull fyshkem 
amull stepem 


famull qem 
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mkeqem arbën 
rrem keçën 
kërveshem prindën 
vetem urdhën 
venitem vorfën 
punuem prehën 
balçëm lakën 
mençëm mështekën 
dëm mokën 
bagëm halën 
mendshëm emën 
jeshëm femën 
arsyeshëm dimën 
fuqishëm timën 
balshëm drapën 
im pjepën 
trim nipën 
ishim kulpën 
gjalm gjarpën 
pjalm dreqën 
helm rriqën 
djelm ujqën 
kulm risën 
thom frashën 
zjarm breshën 
jerm gjyshën 
zjerm atën 
term etën 
kalihum kunetën 
lum mbretën 
rrum shtretën 
kacarrum kështën 
krym vëllazën 
tym virgjin 
malin 
ndan pelin 
lan ishin 
man bon 
kalaman kërkon 
lidhen lidhun 
gjen pimun 
rëmen pasun 
qen 
bren qanj 
kësen mëdhenj 
lebën lamenj 


gjelbën lëmenj 
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lumenj 
trenj 
përrenj 
plëfënj 
lamënj 
dërpënj 
kocinj 
blinj 
minj 
kërminj 
drapinj 
stapinj 
brinj 
zotërinj 
urinj 
priftinj 
boshtinj 
vinj 
dragonj 
fajkonj 
gjinonj 
kaponj 
kronj 
përronj 
katonj 
thonj 
hunj 
kunj 


aco 
kjo 
neno 
aso 
ato 
fato 


ap 
hap 
jap 
kap 
lap 
llap 
sqap 
trap 
shtrap 
vrap 
shap 
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stap 
rjep 
kep 
shkep 
plep 
qep 
sqep 
grep 
krep 
shkrep 
shtrep 
thep 
géthep 
nip 
rrip 
shtalp 
kulp 
kanp 
shkop 
peshkop 
kérp 
turp 
cup 
llup 
krup 
karrup 
sup 
lyp 
rryp 


kënaq 
paq 
sqaq 
fraq 
heq 
tërheq 
keq 
leq 
pleq 
dreq 
vdiq 
liq 
pliq 
pia 
iriq 
porriq 
furriq 
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ujq gjelbér 
helq bulbër 
pelq sembër 
qelq thembër 
gloq arbër 
shoq verbër 
tharq keçër 
kumerq badër 
birq thadër 
dirq vedër 
peshq çandër 
pishq dhandër 
kuq gjandër 
lakuq tlandër 
puq dhëndër 
kryq gjëndër 
prindër 
ar kundër 
bar lodër 
mbar badhër 
acar mjedhër 
pendar urdhër 
ugar shurdhër 
lar hudhër 
kular afër 
lifqar varfër 
taftar gjër 
duar egjër 
punuar virgjër 
var prehër 
ylber lakër 
ger mjekër 
gjer mështekër 
vëner mokër 
njer emër 
lifqer femër 
vrer shemër 
ter rëmër 
Iter dimér 
ther timér 
duer për 
fruer drapër 
dyer pjepër 
mushkëllyer lepër 
pulqyer vepër 
lebër nipër 


shtalbër kulpër 
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gjarpër lakur 
thupër bukur 
dreqër lepur 
rriqër pasur 
ujqër shur 
nesër thur 
risër zhur 
frashër qyr 
breshër këqyr 
gjyshër shtyr 
katër 

vatër harr 
etër zjarr 
jetër marr 
tjetër shparr 
vjetër qarr 
ketër shqarr 
kunetër muarr 
mbretër varr 
shtretër err 
pitër berr 
kaltër derr 
kultër ferr 
kumtër bjerr 
motër çjerr 
votër djerr 
zotër vdjerr 
mëgashtër përmjerr 
gjeshtër pjerr 
mjeshtër tjerr 
kështër vjerr 
kulloshtër tmerr 
noshtër shperr 
voshtër qerr 
bushtër shqerr 
zgavër verr 
vavër andërr 
vëllezër kandërr 
bir ëndërr 
hir angërr 
dëlir vjehërr 
shtir kërr 
harmëshor makërr 
ur hikërr 
squfur thirr 
shqufur oborr 


gur horr 
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korr shkmes 
morr pres 
shporr tres 
shorr shes 
curr ves 
furr pyes 
S' grabis 
radis 
mbas vadis 
pëlcas gjezdis 
kërcas ngjis 
buças krahis 
godas molis 
mbufas plis 
ngas mis 
dihas nis 
gërhas ponis 
luhas qis 
nuhas ris 
trokas neveris 
karkas mërmëris 
përkas turis 
piskas rris 
shkas garris 
flas lebetis 
vilas stërvis 
këllas kos 
pëllas mos 
plas qos 
mas laps 
umas çars 
pas mars 
qas fus 
tras gus 
vras ngus 
rras lus 
shtërras nus 
vërras pus 
gërshas këpus 
hitas tus 
bërtas mbys 
këlthas përmbys 
mbes rys 
ndes ngrys 
vdes trys 
jes zhys 


dhjes 
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dash 

pash 

esh 
dhambesh 
dhëmbesh 
desh 
ndesh 
lidhesh 
gardhesh 
gjesh 
ngjesh 
jesh 

lesh 
dredhalesh 
kalesh 
hellesh 
kërlesh 
demesh 
nesh 
trapesh 
lupesh 
qesh 
presh 
shesh 
prushesh 
vesh 
kalavesh 
karravesh 
lidhësh 
argësh 
mëndafsh 
ish 

acish 
plish 
mish 
grish 
prish 
asish 
meksh 
lamsh 
galamsh 
lëmsh 
acosh 
shëndosh 
josh 
mërkosh 
rëposh 
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përposh 
asosh 
shosh 
bush 
jush 
kush 
push 
përpush 
prush 
rrush 
gjysh 
këlysh 
mlysh 


at 

fat 
mëkat 
mat 
kunat 
shpat 
shtrat 
shat 
fshat 
shtat 

et 

det 
lidhet 
mbufet 
nget 
bohet 
luhet 
vjet 
sivjet 
troket 
spërket 
malet 
flet 
tërmet 
net 
vullnet 
kashnjet 
mbret 
shkorret 
bërtet 
mbështet 
pushtet 


qytet 
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halave(t) kabisht 
zet karrabisht 
dyzet kërbisht 
tharbët gisht 
hidhët bosht 
drydhët kopsht 
mekët gusht 
flashkët musht 
vranët grusht 
vrërët ut 
murrët but 
athët ngut 
uthët hut 
taft makut 
qift lut 
prift mut 
dit tut 
sodit yt 
malit fyt 
kacamit léfyt 
shéndrit shqyt 
rrit ryt 
porosit fryt 
ishit 

shétit mbath 
motit grath 
vértit trath 
vit gjeth 
vérvit qeth 
nxit rreth 
kujt veth 
kot vëth 
lot ith 
mot urith 
sot mzith 
zot lakth 
mbart shtekth 
shpirt zokth 
kurt halth 
asht thimth 
rrasht kranth 
Asht kapth 
vësht birth 
klumësht brirth 
qumësht gurth 
vësht kurth 


bisht purth 
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uth varraz 
puth vashaz 
lyth maz 
syth ndez 
dhez 
u lez 
gju brez 
hu vez 
lidhniu veëz 
shiu ergjëz 
ju ijëz 
gjaku bijëz 
plaku gjellëz 
lu mëz 
ru amëz 
dru djelmëz 
tru llënjëz 
thonjëz 
gju njerëz 
ha greréz 
dru vashëz 
tra veshëz 
mitëz 
ay parriz 
dy kurriz 
murriz 
sy loz 
gaz bruz 


greraz 


